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This Work, while it amuses^ does not fail 
t6 instruct ; as it comprises, with much light 
and pleasant matter, a complete system of 
ethics. The Translator of Lewis Holberg's 
Life of himself, recently published in Hunt 
and Clarke's Series of Autobiography, pre- 
faces it thus : — ** Holberg is justly regarded 
by the Danes as the creator of their modern 
school of literature. His productions are 
but little known in this country, and still 
less in the more southern parts of Europe ; 
but in the North of Europe, there are few 
names which are held in greater esteem. 
He devoted his whole life to literature, and 
acquired, in his own country, a distinguished 
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reputation as a satirist^ a dramatic writer, 
a national historian, and as an expounder 
of the principles of public law. His Jour- 
ney to the World under Ground is an 
amusing and instructive production/' 

Holberg was created a baron by the King 
of Denmark in 1747, and died in 1754, 
leaving the principal part of the property 
he had accumulated to the Academy of 
Knights at Soroe. 
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APOLOGETICAL PREFACE. 



PETER KLIM AND ANDREW KLIM, 

SONS OP THOMAS KLIH, AND OBANDSONS Of 

KLIM THE 6RE4T, 
THE COURTEOUS READER. 

It having come to our knowledge, that 
the truth of this history has, by some per- 
. ^onS| been called into question^ and that 
the publishers of the ^* Subterraneous Tra- 
vels,'' on that account, have^ in several 
places^ fallen into ill repute; we have 
deemed it advisable, to prevent any false 
charge in future, to prefix to this new 
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edition, an attestation signed by men 
whose sincerity and veracity elevate them 
far above the orb of all suspicion; and 
whose evidence entirely secures the pub- 
lishers agsdnst every invidious attempt at 
contradiction. The two first subscribing 
witnesses were contemporaries of our hero ; 
and the others lived near about the same 
time : all being universally known as per- 
sons of the old school^ and, consequently, 
of the strictest virtue and integrity } and 
who would never allow anything to be 
palmed upon them/ n6r suffer themselves 
to be sent on ^ sleeveless errand. With 
liie evidenc^^ then, of such reputable men, 
sijgned with their own hands, and sealed 
with their own seals^ we shut the mouths 
of all pseudo-critics and je^ers, and bring 
them to acknowledge their incredulity to 
be unfounded, and to retract their injudi- 



dressed to mysell !w»d my bfotjier, U 4^ 
the follpwiDg teuor :-^ 

.J 
^^ We the u|ider9ifae4 ^t ih» request 
of tbQ two resp^otabk find ,yecy worthy 
yois]ig> men and brotber^i JP^tfir KUm^ and 
An^ew Klim, do. hereby certifyi that we^ 
o& exafflfiming the books an4 Pf^Ff^^ o^.the 
late illustrious Nieh Kim 9 found ,am9xig 
them an wUigffi^ph, entitled ' $ubt^rya- 
news Travels;' to which was. attache^^ 
SnbtenraneooA grana^maji:; together >Yith a 
dtetionary in two languages* Xfamh and 
Quamiti^k. Thai on oompaxing the admi- 
mbla Latin translation of the rc^wned and 
highly praiseworthy 4Min, which at this 
present moment is in almost everybody's 
hipids, with th^ origi^o-l writing, we dis* 
covered that tha said translation was a 
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faithful one, and in no wise inferior to the 
text. In witness whereof we have here- 
unto set our hands and affixed our respec- 
tive seals. 

Adrian Petersen, (L.S.) 

Jens Thorlakren (L.S.) 

SwEND Klak, (L.S.) 

JOKUM BttANDER, (L.S.) 

Jens Gad, for self and bro- 
ker, (L.S.) 
HiERONiMus OiBBs, a Scot,(L.S.y* 

We hope and trujit, that, with such fbrci* 
ble and authentic eridence as we Jiave 
here adiduced, every doubt will now be 
entirely reiooved; But should there^ never*- 
thdess, be found any one pertinacious' 
enough still to persist in his disbelief, suchi 
power of incredulity we must endeavour 
to overcome with other weapons. It is a 
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well-known fact, that in that part of Nor* 
way called Finmark, there are people so 
profoundly skilled in the magic of Nature, 
(a science, into which the learned of other 
nations have scarcely ever pryed,) as to 
be able to raise a storm at pleasure^ and 
again appease it; to transform themselves 
into wolves; to speak several languages^ 
which are entirely unknown in our world ; 
and to travel from the North-pote to the 
South-pole in less time than an hour^ One 
of these Fins^ whose name was Peyvis, had 
recently come to Bergen, where, at the 
request of the Sheriff, he gave so many 
surprising and miraculous proofs of his art 
and learning, that all the spectators pro^ 
nouiiced him perfectly worthy of a Doctor's 
cap. Just at that time there issued from 
the press a. severe critique upon the *^ Sub- 
terraneous Travels;" wherein the censor 
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referred them to tales of the nursery. Thb 
circumstance was t}ie occasion of orders 
being given to the said Pey vis, while en- 
deavours were still making to vindicate the 
honour of the Klim^, to concentrate all thq 
powers of his art, and attempt a voyage to 
the regions below the earth. He promised; 
to comply with the Sheriff's commands ; ^ 
e2(patiating on his own peculiar fiicuUyt 
promptness^ and dexterity, in nearly the; 
following words :—r 

WI#wQitkou, (lieii^Bay? 
Th^ rtrongest, the gveatet, the mighUiMit m^ enrth, 
FjrQm the «oat}i to the north, . . 

My word must obey. 

I rend in twain the rainbow. 

And Sun, and Moon, and Stars, I headlong hurl below ; 
By moon-light make the thunder roar and lightning 
glow : 



Ptt£FAC£. si 

Tfie wbiilwmds toid tbe ngmg^ fftorn^s my voice dp 

knowj 
And from th' impenetriible irock. I make sweet honey 

flow; 
The North Sea's roaring waves I bid at once recoil^ 
I freeze the hedge row fields, and make the icebergt 

boil. 



What wiltdioa, fhen, tay ? 
What* s tiiere f oimd in the oevnk, what is ikego on earth, 
In the ire, in the air^ ftoia the Sputh to the North, 

Thai my word don't obey ? 

All shuddered with fear* uid were filled 
with amasement, oi^ hearing him pronounce 
such strange-sounding and incredible 
words. The Fin, however, immediately 
and undauntedly prepared himself for the 
voyage ; stripped himself to the skin, and 
(O, wonderful to behold !) suddenly trans- 
formed himself into an eagle, soared into 
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the atmosphere, and vanished in an instant. 
After a whole month's absence^ early one 
Friday morning, a little before sunrise, 
our metamorphosing Doctor entered the 
Sheriff's room^ but completely exhausted 
and breathless ; very similar to a horse 
that has been driven hard up an acclivity ; 
his strength had entirely left him; he 
swooned, whilst the sweat poured from his 
forehead in continual streams. It was not 
long before he came to himself again; 
when, after breathing a little, and taking 
a gulp or two of brandy to revive his 
spirits, he gave us a full description of his 
adventures : particularizing, with a bril- 
liancy of acumen, all that had befallqn 
him in his aerial voyage, and in his travels 
in the Subterraneous regions. He related, 
also, that after divers isanguinary engage- 
ments having, at different times, taken 
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place, in which the Klimtes had always 
borne away the bell, the reins of govern- 
ment were again in the hands of our Nkl's 
son, who had long swayed the sceptre 

« 

under the guardianship of his mother; 
but that grown old himself, and become 
illustrious through the numerous and 
brilliant exploits which he had performed, 
he now reigned far and wide in the Sub- 
terraneous world, under the name and 
title of Niels the Second. Eyery circum- 
stance which this learned man related 
was immediately penned down, word for 
word ; and will prove an extremely im- 
portant, and at the same time interesting, 
Appendix to the annals of which the 

literati of Bergen have announced the 
publication, under the title of — A Cm- 
tinwUion . of the History of the F{flh Mo- 
narchy. Besides the annals already spoken 
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^f^ there will appear^ at the aame time^ 
a Grammar of the QuamiUsh Language ; 
which to the present age will, perhaps^ 
not prove of any particular advantage; 
but will become so much the more im-* 
portant to posterity, as our country 
(without boasting), which is really fi^ile 
in projectful heads, will certainly not fail 
to embrace every possible opportunity^ 
both night and day, of establishing a com- 
mercial intercourse with the Quamites^ — a 
people who have invented machines, with 
which they are enabled, without the aid 
of witchcraft, to sail with perfect safety 
to the regions below the earth. 

Shame on you now^ ye incredulous 
mortals! and learn for the future, in 
matters of importance^ to proceed with 
more prudence and circumspection ! Shame 
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upon you, ye railers and jesters ! and beg 
pardon for your unfounded accusations! 
Lastly, shame upon you, ye critics and 
censors! and in order that the learned 
world may not again have to endure your 
audacious and unjust decisions^ stifle them 
for Ike future in Am birth ; or^ if you 
had rather, you may all hang^ strangle, or 
drown yourselves instead. 
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SUBTERRANEOUS TRAVELS. 



CHAPTER I. 

THS AUTHOR'a UMOENT IKTO THE StTBTBRRANBOUS 

BXGIQN8. 



Having passed my examinations at the University 
of Copenhagen, and attained to the degree lattba" 
balis both in theology and philosophy, I made pre- 
parations for. retaining to my native country, and 
eoftbarked in a vessel boand for Bergen, in Norway/ 
This was in the year 1664. I was furnished with 
glittering testimonials from the professors of both 
the sciences I had studied, but was extremely bare 
of money; a fate which I had in common with all 
oflier Norwegian students, who generally return 
pennyless from the temple of the Muses. The 

B 



wind was favoarable, and after a fortunate passage 
of three days, I arrived at my native town, Bergen* 
I was more learned, but certainly not richer; 
and for some time after my retam home, I sub- 
sisted on the kind support of my friends and rela- 
tions. Although I lived in this beggarly sort of a 
way, I never spent my time in idleness ; for, in 
order to extend my knowledge in natural philo- 
sophy, in the study of which I had already made 
some proficiency, I carefully and diligently exa* 
mined the interior nature of the countiy, and parti- 
cularly of the mountains ; to attain which end, I 
rambled into every nook and corner in the province. 
There was no cliff so steep and craggy, that I 
hesitated to climb ; no hole or pit so deep and fright- 
ful, into which I paused to descend ; with the hope 
of discovering something or other that might be 
worthy the attention and examinatfon of the {diysio- 
legist. 

Certain it is, thai my native country aboonds in a 
variety of things, that vre not only never see, but 
even never once bear spoken of ; which, if disco- 
vered in France, Italy, Germany^ or in any other 
country that knows how to profit by, and magmfy its 
fecundity into ]Hodigies, the learned wprld would 
soon have been filled with endless treatises, and the 
philosopher with insatiate desire of reading. 



Among divers extraordihaiy things, that wlilch 
struck me ds the most remarkable, WM a hole of 
cavern on the top of a mountain, caHed by Vbe 
eountry-folks Mount Fldien (the Weath^r-cocfc 
Mountain). Round the oriflce, there drcniated a 
soft and "not impleasant breeze, iKX^ioned by the 
circumambient air being drawn into the )ioIe, and 
again expelled with a continual groaning ; which 
aflForded the literati of Bergen, and parttculaily the 
renowned Abdin, and the profoundly-skilled a8tr6<« 
nomer and natural philosopher, Magister Edward, 
eonrector of the Latin School, an opportunity of 
encouraging their countrymen,— >as they were too 
old and too feeble for the enterprise, — ^to a close in* 
vestigation of the peculiar nature of this hole. It 
appeared to them the more deserving of the atten- 
tive philosopher's research, as it really had, from 
time imiHemorial, much resembled a snoring man, 
who with vdiemence inhales the air whi<^ his lungs 
have just expelled. 

Stimulated not less by the encouragement of 
these great men than by my own natural inclina* 
tion, I meditated on a descent into the hole ; and 
unbosomed my design to some of my most intimate 
friends, who were struck with surprise and astonish- 
ment, exclaiming, that a person who would execute 
such a project, could not be far short of being both 
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firantic and desperate. Their remonstrances, how- 
ever, on me were entirely lost; and ini^ad oC 
abating my onoe4dn<fled deske, they oidj served 
to &21 the flame. My indination led, and my indi- 
gent eifcumstances urged me to the study of nature, 
in spite of every danger that might attend it. 
Always destitute of money, and living on another's 
diarity, became daily more and more insupportable 
to me ; and I had the dismal prospect befeare my 
eyes of unalterable poverty ; seeing every road to 
honour and preferment in my own country dosed 
against me: unless, through some desperate and' 
hazardous achievement, worthy of public regard, I 
should succeed in again opening them. 

My resolution, after mature consideration, being 
firmly fixed, I piepaeed every thing necessary for 
the enterprise, and sallied forth from the town one 
Thursday morning at day-breals, the weather being 
beautiful and serene. The reason of my setting 
out so early was, that I might be at home again 
ia the afternoon, when my work was finished. 
How little did I then think, that I, like a second^ 
Phaeton, 

Planging headlong through the air in whizzing turns,. 
Precipitated on another glohe. 
Should not, till after ten years' wofnl tossing, 
Behold my country aad my friends again! 



This expedition was undertaken in the year 1665; 
when Hans Munthe and Lars Soerensen were Ihe 
bargomasters, and Christiaa Bertelsen and Lars 
Sand were senators of Bergen. Four labourers 
attended me with rope and boat-hooks^ which I 
might need in the descent. We proceeded direct 
to Sandwig, where the mountain is the easiest of 
ascent; and having reached the summit, we sat 
down a few moments and breakfasted, not far froni 
the fieital hole. It was here that my heart first began 
to misgive me, and feel as if it anticipated some 
ft(q)road]ing disaster. I tomed me round to my com- 
panions : " Which of you," said I, ** will now first 
break the ice ?" but received no answer. At (his, 
my half-extinguished courage flamed anew : I suf- 
fered the rope to be listened round my body, and 
made every preparation for the descent ; first, how- 
ever, recommending my soul fervently to the AI- 
inighty« My devotions being ended, I was then 
loweied gently into the orifice, after having first 
given my attendants the necessary directions what 
they were to do : namdy, I ordered them to con- 
tinse to veer away the rope until they should bear 
me bawl, at whidi signal they were to stc^ ; and if 
I continued to bawl, they were, in that case, to hoist 
me up again with all speed. I held a boat-hook in 
my right hand, for the purpose therewith of pushing 
away, any obstruction to my descent, and at the 
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aame time to gnide myedf in the centre of the hole; 
and in this manner I was let to glide softly down^i 
Bat scarce had I descended more than deven or 
twelve yards, when the rope snapped* I coigec* 
tared immediately what misfortane had befallen m^ 
from the sadd^i howling and lamentations of tibe 
four men above ; which, however, quickly vanished, 
as I, with wonderful velocity, shot down into the 
dark abyss, and, like another Plato, 

Sank into the bowels of the yawning earth ; 

with the exception, that, instead of a sceptie, I had 
but a boat-bodL in my hand. 

I bad now been plunging through thick darkness 
and incessant night for the space of a quarter of an 
hour, as ne^r as I was able to gness whilst in such 
a perturbation ; when, at length, I perceived a &inl 
glimmering, much resembling a kbid of twilight ; 
and quickly afterwards, I could distinc^y see a 
serene and bright firmament. I at first, in my sim* 
plicity„ imagined that, either by the cepcO'cussiOn (^ 
the sttbterraoeous air, or some audi other adveise 
wind, I was ageiin blown up ; and that the hole, in 
sending forth its breath, had thrown me back upon 
the earth. Bat, as the sun, the firmament, and the 
stars^ which I saw, were much smaller than those^e 
are accustomed to behold, I was completely at a 
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loss to assign a cause for thfa singular phendmehon. 
I then tboogbt, that the whole of this sew celestial 
constractare mast either be produced by a dizziness 
lo my bead, and a confiised imagination, arising 
from the perplexity of my disordered brain ; or that 
I mast be dead, and conveyed to the mansions of 
the blessed. This last ridicalous idea, however, I 
quickly detected, on perceiving myself armed with a 
boat-hook, and dragging a long rope after me, well 
conceiving that neither rope nor hook was a necessary 
appendage to possess on my arrival in Paradkie ; and 
that the celestial inhabitants could never possdbly 
approve of such like ornaments, wifli which I might 
be inclined, after the example of the giants, to storm 
heaven, and drive away the gods. Some consider- 
able time after, ^len I had seriously reflected on 
fhe matter, I conceived that I must have descended 
to th^ subterraneous heavens ; and that the opinions 
of those persons who maintain that the earth is 
hoHow, and that Within its shell there is another 
and a smaller world, with a smaller sun, smaller 
planets, and smaller stars, all in due proportion, 
connexion, and systematic arrangement, must be 
well founded. Events preved that I bad conjectured 
right. 

My course downwards having now continued 
pretty long, I began to experience that the rapidity 
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withwUdi I was at first precipitated, gradoall/ 
abdted as I approached the planet, or celestial 
globe, which I perceived soon after my accelerated 
descent. As I drew nearer, it appeared visibly to 
increase in bulk ; so that at length I could discern, 
although throngh a cloudy atmosphere that sar- 
rounded it, both seas, hills, and valleys, upon its 
sfir&ce; 

Like birds which hover round the muscle-clad rockflr. 
Or soar twixt mountains' pinnacles, or biUowg* tops, 
- Or on light wing flirt o'er the briny deiiep ; 
So, 'twixt earth and heaven, hung my body suspense. • 

. I became now folly sensible tliat I was not only 
suspended and dangling in the celestial air, but that 
the perpendicular line, in which I had hitherta 
descended, was now changed into a circle. At this 
^scovery I must acknowledge that my hair stood 
on end, fearing, as I did, that I must be meta- 
morphosed either into a planet or a satellite, to be 
twirled round in perpetual motion until the world's 
end. When I considered^ however, a little wtthin 
myself, tfaid; my reputation and honour weie in no 
wise likely to be tarnished through such a dr0Qm« 
stance, and that a celestial globe, or at least Ihe 
satellite of a celestial globe, slwhys proceeding in 
planetary order, was, at any tioAe^ aUe to out-lustcer 
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opd ec^pce a poor himgiy Stodioms Philo8ophi», my 
tjiiits again revived ; and the more so, whsa I ex- 
perienced that the oelestid air in which I bong, had 
80 strongly fortified me agaimt the cravings of na* 
tore, that I felt neither bmiger nor thirst. I just 
tl)en reomnbered that I had a biscuit in my pocket : 
I took it onty merely to. tiy, out of corioaityy wfaeliher> 
in tiiat condition I conld relish it ; but on taking fte 
lEIrst mouthfiily I quickly perceived that all earthly 
food was become entirely nauseous ^ I therefore 
^ast it from me, as a useless incumbisance. How 
great was my anazement on this occacdicni, when I 
discofeied that the biscuit not only hni^ dangting 
in the air, but, — O wonderful to relate ! — ^began ta 
de|(cribe around tm a fdmetery orbit. This ga? e 
mi^ a clear conception of the trae kmrs of motion^ 
ac4^ding to which, all bodies placed in equipoise 
milst move in circles. 

Sow much soever I was d^ected but a short 
time previous, at seeing myself a ball before modk^ 
j|«g fate, r was now, on Hie otiier hand, e^pally elated 
on b^oldiDg mysdf exalted^ not only to a self* 
snbsist^tit planet, but to such a one even as woald 
always be attended by a moon ; and therefore ought 
to be Tanked among stars of the first magiritnde, or 
planets of the first order. In aduiowledging tbei 
whote of my vain imbecility, I must n^edcr say^tbat; 
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J ivas 86 immodenifeel^ tasted bytUs good (otbmey 
that had I then met with aU the bvrgomastere and 
dl the senatora of Bergen, I would merely have 
vouchsafed them a single j^mioe, in order to have 
IdolLed down upon them as insignificant atoms; nor 
would I have deigned to indine my hook, mndi less 
to bow my bead, before them. 

In this stdte I remained three whole days. As I 
WIS eonUnnally carried round by and with the pl£aiet» 
which was now at no veiy immense distance firom 
me, I coald easily distingoidi flie day irom the 
night, throogh observing the rising and setting of 
the snbterraneoas snn ; ihongb, after he was gone 
down, I never remarked any snch nights as we 
experience on earth ; for when this bright luminary 
was even fer below the horizon, the heavens eveiy^^ 
where still continued light and ethining, very similar 
to the full moon with us. This brightness, I con- 
<iladed, must be reflected from the internal vault or 
hemisphere of this world ; which borrowed its light 
from the sun placed in the centre. A supeifldall 
linowledge of astronomy assisted me in drawing 
this inference. 

But the most ridiculous part of my conduct, whilst 
In the midst of enjoying this happy oondKlon, 
peA^M, was, that I lo<A^ed upon myself to be the 
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next after the iimnertQl geds ; and as I a»sUere4 
flvjrs^ IB the qpiality of a Qew celertial light, I 
made W(y aecoant of speedily being intiodiioedi toge* 
ther with my satellite, iato the catalogue of %i«n^ 
by the astrcmomers upon (be globe b^low; — wben^ 
lo! appeared a most hideous and terrific winged 
monster, wliich trst threatened my right dde, |md 
tb^i my left, now my fitrnt, and afterwards my rear^ 
witb the bkxw of {mnihilation. In tfaebeguHiing, a« 
it approach^ me, I tobk itio be one of the tvtim 
Signs of the Zodiac ; and secretly wished in my hearty 
if that really were the case, that it might be th^ 
Virgin ; for, out of the whole eonsteIlation*systenH 
no one, save h^r, could, in that solitude, show me 
the smallest particle of motherhood, or afford me 
the least consolation. As this creature, however, 
drew neater to me, I perceived that it was neither 
more nor less than a huge and frightful griffin. I 
was, in consequence of this discovery, so stippMedt 
and so overtaken with fear, that I nearly forgot 
myself and my new cdestiaL dignify ; and, in my 
inexpressible anxiety and perplexity of mind, I 
drew out the testimomals I h^d received bom the 
University, which, as good luck would have it to h% 
were then in my pod^et, to exhibit to this dreadful 
Inenadng toemy, and to prov^ to him that I posr 
sessed both 'my theological and philosophical exar 
•men ; was student, and, what is more, was Bacca* 



12 

icmreuSf and able to repnlse any foreign adversary 
in exdpiendo f&rUtn. As soon, however, as the 
first heat of my passion was over, I gradaally re- 
covered my reason, and laughed heartily at the 
folly of which I Was guilty. 

I could still not clearly perceive for what purpose 
this griffin followed me. I knew not whether to 
look upon him as an enemy or consider him as a 
friend; or to believe — ^which appeared very pro- 
bable — ^that, merely to satisfy his curiosHy, he was 
faidined to indulge himself a little in contemplating 
my form . True it is, that a human body, suspended 
in the air, with a boat-hook in his hand, and drag- 
ging a long rope after him, would be a sufficiently 
ludicrous sight to attract any man, or brute beast, to 
6top and gaze at it. The extraordinary figure that 
I then cut, occasioned, as I afterwards learnt, the 
inhabitants on my side of the planet, to hold divers 
controversial colloquies, and to form several hypo- 
theses concerning me. The philosophers and astro- 
nomers took me to be a comet, and judged the rope 
to be the comet's tail. Many even insisted, tibiat 
such an uncommon appearance in the heavens must 
certainly portend some imminent calamity, not 
«hort of pestilence, famine, or some other direful 
and remarkable event. Others again went much 
liirther, — even far beyond the possibility of observa- 
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tion,-^mid with madi precLsdon delineated my forin ;^ 
so that before my arrival on the globe, I was already, 
defined, described, painted,, and even eagtmed on 
copper. 

All this I afterwards beard mentioned with inward 
merrimeBt, and a sort of tickling delight, when L 
had been for some time upon the planet, and bad 
learned the subterraneons language. It is here 
worthy oi being remarked, that there are in tfaa 
interior of the earth certain extraordinary stars, 
which suddenly appear, and again as suddenly 
vanish ; and which are denominated Scissici (or the 
bairy). They are desciibed as being very hideous, 
with blood-red bair standing upright on their heads, 
similar to bogs' bristles, and having a tail much 
resembling a long shaggy beard ; they are there- 
fore reckoned by the natives, even as they would be 
^tb us, among the cdestial wcmders. 

But to the history again. The grifSn . had now 
approached near enough to attack me with bis 
wmgs ; and was even on the point o£ assaulting me 
with bis foot ; bo that I could plainly discern with: 
what view he paid me a visit. I therefore com* 
menced acting on the defensive against this formiida-' 
Ue and warlike enemy ; took the boat-book in both 
my hands, and not jonly witb it parti^ off bist 
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aodaciottfl attacks, bat fbroed him aren at ttmes to 
retreat in haste ; ntitil at lengtii, after many a frait- 
less blow, whilst he oontinaed still to tag at me, I 
succeeded in passing the hook between his wings, 
and sticking it into the nape of his neck with sach 
foroe^ that I was tmable to draw it out again. He 
wounded monster, with a frigh^l shriek^ now har- 
ried headlong down to the planet below; andI,who 
was aheatfy weary of, and disgusted with, my new 
eeleslaal astro-dignity,^— perceiying that it, like 
every other greatness and excellence, was eicposed 
to subversion and total decay,—* 

Now, with the griffin, which was earthward-bound, 
Did oarelesflly descend. As from the astral throng 
A lueid star doth seem to goide its coune along 
Th' ethfiiial vault,— -thus, sank I to the ground. 

And in this manner was ^e circle which I bad 
lately described once more changed into a perpaidi- 
cular line. 

iVfier being carried down,.in the beginnings some* 
what violently against the thicker air, the whizzing 
wh^eo^ for a length of time, completely stunned 
my hearing, I came with an easy and harmless fall 
down upon the globe, together with the grifSin, who 
died soon after of his wounds. 
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When I arrived upon this planet, I judged it to 
be night, merely (torn the abaenoe of the sun, and 
not from the darkness ; for it was even then so light 
that I could distinctly read every letter in my testi* 
monials. This nocturnal light is reflected from the 
firmament, or the innermost shell of our earth ; 
the one half of which shines, like our fiill moon. In 
respect of the brilliancy of the lights there is, for 
the reason stated, scarcely any difference between 
day and night ; except in so far, that the sun is 
away during the nights, and on that account they 
are somewhat colder than the days. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



tHc author's abrhtal among thb inhabitants cpok 

THE PLANET NAZAS. 



Mt atrial voyage being ended, and I having 
now reached the planet both safe and sound, with- 
out even the most trivial hurt^^'Since the speed with 
which the griflSn in the beginning shot down, by 
degrees abated, as his strength grew weaker, — I 
lay for some time motionless on the ground, await- 
ing the arrival of day, to see what novelty mi^t 
present itself to view. I now remarked that jny 
former hvman weakness again began to manifest 
itself, and I felt come upon me both drowsiness 
and hunger ; bitterly regretting that I had thrown 
away the biscuit. Wearied out with these, and a 
multitude of other troubles, I at length fell into a 
profound sleep. 

I had reposed for the space of two hours, as near 
as I could guess, when a frightful growling, or 
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lowing, wfiich had long disturbed my slotnbers, 
entirely awoke me. Whilst asleep, I had had 
many wonderful dreams. Among other strange 
things, I dreamed that I was again arrived in Nor* 
way; and was then engieiged in relating to the 
people, in the streets and lanes, my marvellous 
adventures. I afterwards thought that I was in 
the church at Fanoe, not far from Bergen, and 
listening to the singing; of the parish-clerk, Niels 
Andersen, whose croaking voice, as usual, mise* 
rably annoyed ray acoustic organs. On awaking, 
for some time I really imagined that it was this 
man's howling which had interrupted my sleep. 
But as I at the same instant descried a bull stand* 
ing very near to me, I concluded that it must have 
been his growling which had awaked me. 

The day had dawned, ajadr the rising sun began^ 
to gild the verdant daks and fertile fields, which, m 
beautiful luxuriance and variety, everywhere spread 
and extended themselves before my astonished 
sight. I perceived, at no great distance, some few 
trees in a cluster ; but how great was my amaze* 
ment when I observed them moving to and fro, not** 
withstanding that it was so perfectly calm that there 
was not wind enough even to have moved a feather. 
Seeing the bull now come grovirling towards me, I 
fled in haste, quaking with fright, to a tree which: 

c 



IB 

was statidiDg not faf from me, iaoid endbavoiired in 
1117 anxiety to ascend it. Scawely, howevet , bad 
I got rightly up, when it gave an efiEeminate, but 
shrill and piercing shriek, similar to that of an 
exasperated woman ; and I, at the game time, re^ 
ceived such a violent box on the dEU*, that a dimness | 
came immediately before my eyes, and I fell head* 
long to the ground. I lay as if entranced, or struck 
by lightning, and ready to yield up the ghost ; 
when all around me I heard a buzzing . and mut- 
tering noise, very like the hubbub and confusion 
made by the stbck-jobbers oh the Exchange, when 
warmly eiigaged in the buying and selling of stock. 
I opened my eyes, — as I was not dead, — and saw 
the field all about me swarming with trees; where, 
but a short time before, 1 had only reBiarHed six or 
seven. Nothing could equal the amazement with 
which I was filled, on finding myself thus in the 
midst of a living forest ; my head became diszy; 
and I was ready to weep with terror and alarm. 
I at first thought I must be dreaming, notwiUi- 
standing I was perfectly awake. . Then I imagined 
myself to be iti the midst of an assemblage of 
apparitions, or surrounded by evil spirits; and 
divers other such like incoherendes entered my 
head. I had, however, but little time to contem- 
plate the nature of, or mc^ditate on the cause of, 
thebe automatons ; for a second tree hastily ap- 
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proacfaed me, bent down one of its bhanch^, the 
extremity of which was armed with six twigs, fliat 
answered the purpose of fingers, raised me sud* 
denly from the ground, and bore me. aileay, in* 
spite of all my piteous and dolefiil lamentations* 
Inmimerable other trees, of various borts and sizes, 
followed. They uttered certain articulate sounds, 
which to me were entirely foreign ; ahd whereof I 
could only r^ain in my memory the two words, 
Pikel End — of which they m^de very frequent use. 
The signification of these words is, dn ^xira* 
t^dinary baboon; and such was the appellation 
they bestowed on me ; as they concluded, from my 
shape and dress, that I must be a species of ape ; 
although of a diffefent kind from those apes which 
are common ih their cbuatry. Sevcital imsgfned 
me to 1>e an inhabitant of the firmament, and con- 
ceived Slat the birds must have conveyed me thither; 
averring, that the annals of their planet coiild fully 
testify, that like circumstances had frequently hap« 
pened before. All this came to my knowledge a 
few months after, when I had learned the sub* 
terraneous language. 

In my present situation, I ifras so far from com- 
prehending the nature of these living and speaking 
trees, that, through fright and consternation, I even 
nearly forgot my own; Just as little; was fable to 

c2 
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conceive, what this processioB, which moved forward 
with slow^ and solemn step, should betoken ; 
though, from the hasty, and apparently indignant 
mumbling, muttering, and grumbling, which every 
where resounded through the field, I could not hope 
for much good. The offence with which I was 
charged, I concluded from the circumstances, must 
really be well founded '; for the tree, into which I, 
in my ansiety, when I fled from the bull, began to 
ascend, was neither more nor less than the Sheriff's 
wife of the, neighbouring city. The injured per- 
son's dignified character, tended infinitely to add to 
the aggravation of my crime ; for it appeared that 
I was inclined, to violate the person, not of a woman 
of the lower order, but of a lady of the highest 
rank ; and that, too, in the open field, and in the 
presence of divers eye-witnesses : an entirely new 
and horrid sight for such a modest, chaste, virtuous, 
and. well-bred people as they are. At length we 
arrived in the city, whither I was brought a prisoner. 
The houses of it had the appearance, not only of 
magnificjence, but its divisions, its streets and lanes, 
were distinguished for their evenness, order, and 
symmetry. All the buildings were so lofty and 
majestic, that they might be compared with so many 
towers or steeples. . The streets swarmed with 
trees,, all promenading, which in passing saluted 
^ach other by bowing down their branches ; and 
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tbe lower they behtlhetii, the greater was the proof 
of esteem, respect, and veheratidn. Just then thei^ 
came, accidentally, oat of a particularly magnificent 
house, a remarkably fine oals: ; when all the other 
trees immediately receded; bowitig down, in like 
manner, most of their branches ; from which one 
might infer, that it was more than an ordinary per- 
son. I discovered soon after, that it was the Sheriff 
of the city ; the reputatidn of whose wife, it was 
alleged, I so greatly had injiired. In ' the mean 
time, I was conducted into a saloon in the safd 
Sheriff's house. As soon as I had entered, the door 
was locked afler roe, and strongly barricaded ; on 
which occasion, I might have congratulated' myself 
on being admitted a member of the Rasping-House 
(Bridewell). My fear respecting the not-to-be- 
envied situation wherein I was placed, w^ stSFthe 
more confirmed, on my observing on the outside, 
in the front of the house, three trees walkinjg to and 
fro, as guards ; each being armed with six axes, one 
for every branch; for they possessed, in lieu of 
arms, so many branches, and in lieu of fingers, so 
many twigs. I remarked that on the top of each 
stem or trunk of the trees, a head was placed, which 
much resembled the human head ; and underneath, 
instead of roots, they had each two legs, but so short, 
that tortoises might vie with the inhabitants of this, 
planet in running. It would have l^een an easy 
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tnetter for me, in ca^e I had not been incarcerated; 
to escape, if opportunity liad offered; as I certainly 
was able to fly, in comparison with these nmners. 

In fine, not to detain the curious reader any 
longer, I now evidently perceived, that these trees 
were not only the inhabitants of this planet, but 
that they were also rational beings ; and I admired 
the variety with which nature charms, in her multi* 
furious and niutable forms in Ihe creation. These 
trees are not near so tall as the trees with us^ for 
the greatest number do not exceed the height of a 
man; and some are even much shorter, which 
might be compared with flowers or plants : these I 
concluded must be children. 

It is inconceivable into what a labyrinth of 
meditation these phenomena led my thoughts ; how 
many sighs were extorted from my bosom, and 
with what painful hankering and longing, I, while in 
this condition, called to remembrance my beloved 
fatbei^land. Although these extraordinary trees 
appeared to be sockd beings, since they were gifted 
with the use of speech, and endowed with so much 
reason that they might be classed among rational 
animalSj still I doubted whether they could be con- 
fronted with the human race ; and at the same time 
feared that justice, benevolence, and such other 
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wa« 80 Qompletely absorbed la these tormenting 
reflections! that my boiwe}^ yearned> imd the temi 
started and ran down my cheeks in continual 
streams. Whilst I thus, in the mc^t effwMnnte 
mann^, ?^as giving vent to my sorrow, and orond^r 
ing under the weight of my sfflictions, the g^ardsi 
whom, because of the fixes which they bore, I 
took to be lictocsi entered my prison ; wbei^CQ I 
was oonductedy preceded by them, to a distinguished 
building, sHuated in the centre of themarketrplaoe. 
I now looked upon mysdf in the light of ojie who 
bad attained to the dignified offline of dictator! — ^more 
eminent than any Roman consul; for h^ W!»s 
honoured only with twelve axes in bis retinue, 
whilst I, on the contrary, advanced with eighteen 
preceding mie. At the door of tb^ edifice, wbith^ 
I was ccMiducted, stood JtcaUce^ carved out in the 
/orm of a tt«e, holding a^ balance in one of its 
branches* It was shaped after the figure of a virgin, 
with an air of imt)ortanee and rigid iaflexibility; 
and with a shaip and piercing look, whose mien 
was neither forbidding nor defying, but was distin- 
guished by a certain mournful gravity. From this 
I concluded, without falling into eniof, that the 
building was the Town- Hall. ^ I was now led into 
the Justice-room, the floor of which was paved witii 
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^oadrangalar highly polished marUe slabs of vftrioors 
eoloara. Here I perceived a golden chair, resem^ 
Uing a jadgment-seat, upon which sat a tree 
exalted in tUe midst of twelve assessors, or benchers ; 
who, in becoming and saitable (»der, were seated, in 
like manner, on so many lower chairs, six on eaek 
side of the Lord Chief Jastice. This great personage 
was a palm-tree of the middte stature; but was dis- 
tingnisbable from the oth<er jiidges by the variety of 
its leav^, whidi possessed every colour in nature. 
The whole were surromided by four and twenfy 
•lictors, each oi whom was armed with six axes. 
It is impossible for me to describe the terror and 
consternation into which I was thrown, on beholding 
these persons arrayed in such warlike and formida- 
ble order; concluding therefrom, that this nation 
must be excessively cruel and blood-thirsty. • 
•■ • . • . . • 

On my entering the Justice-room, all the judges, 
senators, counsellors, and others, rose from their 
seats, and raised their branches high in the air ; after 
which religious ceremony, they again seated thon- 
selves. This being finished, I was then arraigned 
at the bar, between two trees, the trnidss of which 
were dad in dieep-skins. I conjectured that these 
must be the pleading barristers^ which really pvoved 
to be the case. . . 
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-■^- Before the trial proceeded, the head of the Ldfd 
Ofaief Jaatice was enveloped in a sort of Uadt 
covering. This being done, the aoeasing barrister^) 
IB opening the case, made a short speech, which he 
repeated three times ; to which my advocate replied 
in a lilce manner, ami equally conciise. '■ To these 
qteeches followed a perfect silence. Tliis having 
oontiimed for aboat the space of half an hour, tlie 
liord Chief Justice, after first svtfering ttie envelop^ 
which covered his face to be taken away,' rose from 
bisseat, and lifting np his braiiches towards heaven, 
proBoanced, with much suspension of voice and 
;great emphasis, some words, which I imagined to 
be tfate sentence against me. When be had deli- 
vered his speech, or address,! was immediately rie- 
.conducted to my former prison ; expecting that ere 
long I should receive a severe chastisement, in the 
form of a flogging on my bare posteriors, at the 
cart's tail. 

', . . . . t f • . • . ' 

' In this my solitary confinement, I reflected on all 
tte events which had lately come to pass, and really 
inwardly ridlcilled the folly and simplicity of this 
people ; for that which they had recently been doing, 
^ seemed to nke much more like performing a farce than 
' conducting a criminal process ; and all that I bad ob- 
served of their attitudes, gestures, ornaments, and 
mode of legal procedure, appeared to me more suit-^ 
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nMe for ja^glers and bfdlet«daneeiiB, than to be iiitro- 
dimd into the soleum and most high court of jodici^ 
tare. I afterwards brought to mind the great diflfer*- 
^006 between things here and on oar globe ; and was 
then, — and not tiU then, — fully siataiMe of the pra> 
eminence of the Europeans over ail otiber bumaa 
beings* Ifotwitbstanding I condemned In my heart 
the ^tupidjtyi and pitied the intellectual d4^cienc3ny 
of tlus subterraneous nation, still I conld not deny 
to tbem 9 rank above the brute creation ; for the 
beautiful appearance of their city, the syoftmetry of 
the buildings, together with various other things 
which I observed, evidently proved, that 'fiieee, trees 
were neither entirely deficient in reason, nor totally 
ignorant of certain principal mechanical arts. I 
x^onceived, however, that that was ell <hat I could 
fairly advance in their praise. 

Whilst I, in this manner, was meditating, Cffld 
talking softly to myself, the door of my prison was 
opened, and a male tree entered, having in his hand 
a triangular surgical instrument, with which be, 
after having unbuttoned my bosom and bared my 
arm, very skilfully made an incision, or rather, by 
an act of pertusion, stitick a hole into the middle 
vein. When he had takeq from me as much blood 
as he conceived enougli, be again, bound up the arm? 
.with equal de^^terity, sui'veyed the Uood with much 
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attmtkHi; aild, whilst betraying evident 8i|;n8 of 
wonder and amazement^ he went »l^itly away. 
AU this tended more and more to OMifirtn the opi^ 
nkoi I had formed of this people's disoidered Intel- 
lects. Bat some time after, when I had leanied the 
sabterraneons language, and acquire a clear eon* 
ception of all these matters, my contempt for them 
was changed into admiration. The practice of the 
court of judicature, which I so inconsiderately had 
censured^ was explained to me in the following 
way. From the shape of my body, as well as from 
pay figare altogether, it was sapposed that I was an 
inhal^ant of the firmament. It appeared that I 
bad attempted to violate the person of a modest 
and yirtnotts lady of the highest, rank ; and for that 
aggravated misdemeanonr, of which all surmise 
judged md guilty, I was conducted to the annate* 
house. One of the pleading barristers had much 
exaggerated my offence ;<^maintaitaing that I ought 
to ec^er the punishment which the law awards* 
The other, on the contrary, did not ^itirely depre* 
cate the punishment ; but suggested and advised 
that it should be deferred, until it was ihUy ascer*- 
tained who I was, whence I came, and whether I 
was of the brute creation or ia rational being. The 
raising up of the branches towards heaven, I was 
informed, was a customary religions ceremony, 
which was always observed before the sent^ice was 
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passed upon any delinquent. The pleaders were 
clothed in sheep^skins — emblematic of innocence — 
to remind them of the uprightness and integrity 
which they ought to exhibit in the treatment of any 
action at law. And really I remarked that all the 
barristers in this place were upright and irreproach- 
able characters; a circumstance which clearly 
proves, that it is possible, in a well-regulated state, 
to find both honest and honourable advocates. ^The 
statutes in that country are so rigid against cavillers 
and misinterpreters, or perverters of the law, that 
no quirks, chicanery, insidiousness, or partiality^ 
can be defended or palliated ; no knavery or dis- 
honesty can be deprecated ; and no delinquent can 
escape punishment. It is as impossible for a cri- 
minal to elude pursuit^ as it is for him to find a 
refuge, or a person willing to afford him harbour* . 

The three-fold repetition of their speeches, was 
in consequence of this people's peculiarly dull 
powers of apprehension, which distinguished them 
from every other nation upon that planet ; for but 
very few of them possessed faculty suflBcient to 
understand that which they had carelessly read, or 
to comprehend what they had only once heard re- 
lated. It was looked upon, that those persons who 
were capable of immediately understanding a com- 
mon proposition, must necessarily lack judgment; 
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therefore, people of quick perceptive faculties'were 
Beldom or never selected for any great or important 
employment. Experience had taiight them to know, 
that the republic had always been on the totter 
when under the administration of clever heads,— 
better and more generally known by the appellar 
iion of great geniuses, — and that men of a slow, 
or, as they were sarcastically denominated, of a duH 
€ipprehension, had invariably restored things to 
order, which the former had completely entangled. 
To these extraordinary opinions, I could at first by 
no means yield my assent ; but, nevertheless, after 
serious reflection, they appeared not to be so entirely 
inconsistent. What excited my astonishment the 
most, was the history of the Lord Chief Justice. 
That personage was a virgin, who was born and 
educated in the place, and was appointed by the 
Regent to the ofBce of. JToAt, or Chief Judge of the 
city. It must here be remarked, that this people, 
in nominating any person to fill a high public situa- 
tion, never take the sex into account ; but, after a 
strict examination oj his or her abilities, confide the 
aff^rs of the sti^'^to the most worthy person among 
those, whose capacity has been brought under consi- 
deration and found appropriate to the task. In 
order to judge rightly of every one's qualifications 
and talcfnts, seminaries are established, the super- 
intendents or inspectors of which are called JTara^/i; 
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iffhich word, in their language, signifies essayera or 
examiners. Their occapation is that of watdiing 
the progress ond diligence in learning of every one 
under their care; of penetrating into, and exa* 
mining strictly, the general state of the minds, and 
nataral bent of the dispositions, of the young sta- 
dents; and afterwards to hold a Probation, and once 
a year to deliver to the Prince a designation of sadi 
es are qnalified to fill pablic situations ; distinguish- 
ing in which branch of education each person has 
made proficiency^ and in particular excels, and in 
what employment he or she could be of the greatest 
advantage to the father-land. After tlie Prince m 
fmt in possession of the list of candidates, he causes 
their names to be inscribed in a book keptfor that 
purpose ; so that he can daily call to mind, and have 
before his eyes, those whom he thinks meet to pro- 
mote to the vacant situations. 

The virgin above-mentioned, had, four years 
before, obtained the distinguishing and commend- 
ing attestation from the Karatti; and was, in conse«- 
quence, appointed by the Prince to the office of Chief 
Judge in the senate — and that, too, of her native city ; 
a practice which the inhabitants of Potu think very 
religiously of ;•*— conceiving that no persion can know 
the internal state and condition of a municipality so 
well as those who were bom and brought up in the 
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midst or it. Her name was Pillmka ; and haki how 
for the space of three years discharged the duties off 
het bSBoe with such rigidity, that she had thereby 
attained to th^ higiiest degree of f enown. She was 
evei^y where looked upon as the most: profoundly 
teamed, Wise, and judidouib tree of tb^ Whole city ; 
for her powers of apprehension were so extretnely 
doll, that she hardly ever understood any case 
or subject, — and then not without much titNible 
and difficulty,*— unless it was repeated to her 
three or four times. But haring onoe formed a 
conception of it, she, with s^iptising discern** 
ment, penetrated quickly to the bottom, deddod 
the most difficult points, and solved the most 
abstruse problems with %o much judg^nent, that 
all her yetdicts were considered aa so many 
oracles. 

Like Themis, she in the even balance ipoised ' 

Prepondetating justice agalnftt fraud ; 
And she distin^ish'd truth's peculiar rays 
]Prom falsehood's borrow'd lustre, — goddess- like. 

She, therefore, daring the whole time she had filled 
her importairi; situation, had never pronounced any 
decree^ 6t ][)assed a&y sentence, that was not exn 
tblled to the skies, wd confirmed by the Supreme 
Gouncil of State In, Potu. 
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' This caused itie to perceive, on a closer examina- 
tion atid reflection, that the Potuites, through not 
exehiding the fair sex from office, bowbeit, did not 
act so Bedlamitish as I at first hnagined. I thought 
to myself ;' suppose the Sheriff's mfe of Bergen 
^ere to sit in judgment in the senate, instead of 
her husband; or counselor Severin's daughter— a 
well-spoken, clever, and witty young' lady— were 
to plead instead of her stupid and dolter-headed 
father; perhaps jurisprudence, by the bye, might 
not, in consequence, sustain any considerable loss, 
nor justice and equity so often fall into qualms and 
fainting fits. 

I even went deeper in my meditations, and re- 
flected on the precipitate dispatch used in our Courts 
of justice in Europe — ^particularly in the Courts oC 
Revision or Chancery, — and considered the expedi- 
tious manner wherein. trials are frequently hurried 
through, and sentences passed; the latter of which, 
on a closer investigation of the relative matter, 
would, in all probability, run the risk of being 
annulled. 



> 



For their having proceeded to open one of my' 
veins, in the manner already described, they gave 
the following reason. When any person is convicted 
of a crime, instead of flogging, maiming, or behead- 
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iiig snch a malefoctor, he is ordered to be bled; to 
ascertain whether the offence was committed with 
malice aforethought, or whethejr it was prompted by 
eome irregularity in the blood, or disorder in the 
fluids of the body. If either, or both of the latter, a 
cure of the indisposition is endeavoured to be 
effected ; in order that the legal process may have 
for its end, the more of reformation than of punish- 
ment : nevertheless, it is always considered an ig<^ 
nominy, to be sentenced by the Council to be pUe* 
botomized. In case any one who has undergone 
this correction, should a second time be found goilty 
of any offence, he is then condemned as an imwortfay 
member of the state, and banished to the firmament ; 
where all, without distinction, are admitted* Re- 
garding the condition of this exUe, I shall hereaftet- 
give some farther elucidation. 

The cause of the suiprise, which the surgeon who 
bled me exhibited, on beholding my blood, was, that 
the inhabitants of that planet, instead of blood, have 
a transpar^it whitish fluid in their veins ; whidi, in 
proportion to the more or less whiteness that it pos« 
sesses, is considered a greater or less indication of 
guilt, or purity and innocence. 

Of all these matters, I formed a clear conception, 
when I had acquired a knowledge of the subter- 

D 
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MiKHlia lanj^nge; 'mA cafeeqaehtijr begati to eii- 
lertain A mom favoanble opinion of ^b natkm, 
wUch 1 4iicoB8id^atefy had held in so mocb god- 
tempt I retnapkedy that these trees, whidi i|i 
the begiooiiig I took to be both stupid and clown- 
ish, bad a poodetatelj good colouring of hmtianity 
about tbem; I therefore fdlt no aj^rehension for 
the aafefy of my life; and became the more 
coiifinQed in the confidence I aitertained, on see- 
ing thcfm ttpice , a day bring me something to 
mbsist upon. My food consisted^ generally, of 
fruity berbb) and all sorts ol beans; and my 
drink was. a clejeff, sweet, and exceedingly delidoas 



The Sheriffy iti whose bouse I remained a pirisoner, 
caused it to be immedxaf^ly communicated to tbe 
Prince, who resided at his palace not far from the 
cify, that ^e, hy incident, had become poasegsed pf 
a rational rtnimaVof -a most extraordinary shape and 
ig^^. This inforckiaftioD, as it may be Imiignied, 
Q$tulrally exdted thfe ^curiosity of IM Wnstirioaa 
Highness. He cotmnaiided the Sheriff, firrt to 
have tte takgtrocted in the language of the comttry, 
and then to send me io .the palaloe. I W|is tliere-« 
fore immediately provided with a master; under 
whoBe instractidns I ma& such progress, as to 'be 
able, in tbe short space of half a year, to coQ- 
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v^Be pretty fluently wKli wy of the inbaUtftiito. 
As soon as I bad aqqi^ri^ tbh mdimepts of iSaH 
langoage, « frest) order amved from ib» Coqit, 
eaying, tl^at my mstrnctipn^ sbould be eoiitiniied» 
and that I sbonld. be plaoed in ib^ Seminary of 
the CSlty; whiere jthe Kar^ti li^ere to eic«niiile 
my intell^ctoal power?, and jndg^ |n which art 
f&s acienpe I gayp tbp ^atest hopes of aflvance- 
loeiit. The commands of tbei Prince were pmic- 
lually obeyed* Paring the time that I was at 
ihe seminary, there was as much: care bestowed 
jn IJm fojrmation of my body, as ftat of m^ 
m|nd ; and thi^y gaye tbemsdves, in pairticalar, a 
great d^ of titmbje to mak^ me look as mnch 
like a tree as possible ; for wluch purpose they 
Jx>undr false brancjies to different parts of my 
body, in so ^eat and dexterons a manner, (faai it 
was really a pleasure, to behold thdr admfarable 
contrivance. 

In the mean time, i^y iandlora, a very affaisle, ocoii* 
,municative, and'inquisitiyeaort of a tree, ^tertained 
4mfi every afternoon, wh<^ I had retained from the 
seminary, with divers amasing UstoriM tales ; 
.and yariqas dialogue we held, wherein his hiterrd- 
gated me on inmost every siibject. He ^steneft 
with mni^' pleasure and atlMtioh ,td wfaati rdlateA 
to liiip respecting my voyage down ; bdt at nothing 

d2 



^ai iid ff^ iiindi ttia&^9 as af the' descriptlofi I gihr6' 
hhn of our eaitb, abd of the fiimeasfirable bieavens 
dtttt Bunoandlt, ^wanning and^ glittering with in- 
numerable stars. All this awoke in him the most 
lively eagerness and cariosity. Wben, however', 
I related to him, that the trees with as were lifeless, 
immoveable, and rooted in the ground, he appeared 
very dejected ; and on my assuring him, that on 
our earth we felled them for firewood, wherewith 
to* warm our houses, and cook our victuals, he 
then became nearly fi^mtic. Nevertheless, when 
he bad seriously reflected on the matter, his pas- 
'sipn and indignation abated; then raising his 
branches, which amounted to five, towards heaven, 
he praised the wonderful judgment of the great 
Creator, into whose manifold and deep designs 
no mortal could penetrate. He now again lis- 
tiehed calmly and attentively to what I further 
related. His wife, who had hitherto always 
avoided my presence, became, on understanding 
ftdly the reason of my being arraigned at the 
bar of the tribunal, again reconciled to me ; and she 
acquitted me of all suspicion, when she learnt that 
I, in the innocence of my heart, had been deceived 
by the figure of a tree, up into which we, in omr 
country, unceremoniously climb. But in order not 
to ran any risk, in this newly acquired confidence 
and fomiliarity, of opening a very lately healed sore. 
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(in4 flKtelnr loaiag her tedydi^'s food gnoe«» I 
took special care never to oonveree wifh ber,' 
nnless in the preeeace of her hnaband, and with 
his permission. 
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CHAPTER III. 



DESCRIPTION OF THB CITT OF KIEBA. 



During the period which was appointed for my 
receiving instructions at the seminary, my landlord 
used frequently to take me round in the city, for the 
purpose of showing me every thing that was un« 
common and worthy of notice. We peramhulated 
the streets without experiencing the least hindrance, 
or stoppage ; and, what much surprised me, without 
causing the smallest concourse of curious spectators. 
We are all aware, that with us things are far 
otiierwise; for at every opportunity to witness a 
trivial, and almost every-day occurrence, the popu- 
lace flock together hy thousands, in order to satisfy 
their so^asily-excited curiosity. The inhabitants, 
however, of this planet, who are quite the reverse 
of us, iq)peared as much attach^ to stale matters of 
moment, as to new trinkets or gewgaws. 

Keba^ which is the name of this diy, is the 
second in size in the principality of Potn. The 
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inhabitants of this (own are 30 much diatingiiished 
for <iieir serious deportment, gravity, and sobriety 
of mind, that each of the citizens might pass for a 
oonnseMor, or senator. To old age is paid here, in 
particolar, the greatest honour and respect; and in 
no {dace in the world are old people — ^to whose 
opinions, nay, to whose very wink the youth of 
Potu do every homage— ^more highly esteemed and 
venerated. I wondered, therefore, the more, that so 
sedajte and temperate a people should be addicted 
to gaming, or have .the least taste for plays, or any 
sort of theatrical diversions ; whach to me appeared 
entirely inconsistent with their natursd gravity. My 
landlord, who perceived my astonishment, endea« 
voured, -by all the means in his power, to abate 
it " We have," said be, •* throughout every 
part of this principality, a custom of varying 
altemq^tely our serious occupations and recreative 
amusements : — 

Oar doty, doi^e, we tlxen 01^ ii^azmless sports ijHupiae, 
To renovate oijr strepgib, to do qor task ap^w. 

For amoiigst other excellent regulations in tiiis 
eounby, to the inhabitants permission is granted, 
for their enjoying eveiy sort of amusement, by 
which it is thought the mind is invigorated and 
made more fit for laborious -occupations ; witiiout 
meiiti<»ibig, flat sudi like idfveisions, practised in 
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moderati0D, have dwayft tfaefAsct of ArMog 6waf 
qielaiicboly ; wfaicfa is not mfrequmtly the mother 
of eaditioDi rebellkm^ and a number of itBp&etB 
schemeB of opposition to legitimate power. For 
thisnaasco, (hey were accnstomed, after fb^ serioiui 
Qaaip«;tionfl» to leeieate theoaelv^s wi^ plajrs and 
other amusements ; hat with so mnch caution riod 
dfcumqpeotiony that they never suffered their gravity 
^ degeneanite into sustority, nor their gaiety into 
^^antoAiiess. How mnch soever I was delighted 
with all this, I beoame equally ^oomy, on learning 
that disputations formed pert of thrir theatrical 
entertainments. At certmn appointed times of tlie 
yfsar, after wagers being first made, and a stated 
premium set forth for him who should be declared 
the conqueror, the two persons destined to dispute 
or wrangle, advanced and publicly diallenged ea<& 
other^ like boxers, to a trial of their respective 
merits ; and suffered tb^nselves to be incited, and 
set togetb^ by the ears, in nearly the same way tk 
game cocks, or other quarrelsome and fighting 
animals, are egged on with us. It is the generd 
fiishion there, among the rich, to keep dispntMits or 
wranglers; whom they train up in a manner similajr 
to that used here on earth, in breaking in dogs of 
the chase. They are instructed in the edenoe of 
sopbirtiy. or dialectics^ in order to aoquke a j^ibnesa 
of tpiigpie and a flippant loquadfy, whi^^ are reqpai- 
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9i^^ at ^ tto&naUy appoiiitod contest A e^tsiat 
rich citiz^i of the jdaoe, nvtose name was SennoUf 
tiad, through this means, amassed an immensity of 
wealth ; and bad gained, in the spaee of three yearsi 
by the victories of the difiprtnt whom be supported, 
fia less a pum thim foor tboasand riekcUu. St^perel 
f^moos, who, in the Ukse numner, had scraped to* 
^etb^. enonnous heaps of money, bad, at difl^mit 
^imes, offered him vast sums fi»r this dIspMant; bol 
hitherto he bad not been indaoed to part wift a 
^j^&sme, whiK^ jridded him annnally sadi a eon* 
piderahle income. The wnoigler who is now the 
au^ject of remaris, possemed audi a ooarse, msiical, 
anpolished volability of tongue, that with the 
greatest facility he could advance a proposition, 
(;onfiite it, and again establish it ; eodd mahe that 
which was crooked appear perfectly straight ; and 
what was square, to assune the form o( a circle. 
Pe was scich a troablesome, brow-beating caviller, 
|sho laid about him so forcibly wUh syllogisms, 
dijalecticc^ cfaicimeries, shifts, and sophistry, that the 
t|)ellowing noise of his distinguishing, subsuming, 
^d Uoftiting, had the wonderful efkd of making all 
JviH opponents as silent as stoek*fiidi« Wifii inward 
. A£9ictiQn of soul, I was a few tfanes spectator, and 
one .of the anditory of these peiformaaces ; whidi to 
j^ysi appeared both uidieosniAg and even wicked, fu 
c^nseqpieuce of tbeee sacred and honovrable exeiv 
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does, wUch we so groat in ^mbeHtahment to mtr 
mmrattictty heimg diaiiged into mere ilieatiieab 
and stage tricks ; and wtea I called to ndRd, that I 
leyeelf lied wraogled tknee times pnUicly, and had 
gainedflbenibjvNidi appbmse, and acquired a high 
reputation, I eodd scaroely refrain from weeping 
with ▼exatton. I was, however, not near so much 
oftnded with the matter itself, as with the manner 
1b whkh tl|e perfermanoes were eondneted ; fer on 
sach ^occasions, eertain inciters, who are called 
£aiaAt, m peroeii4ng that the icehemetioe of the 
dispatents b^an to flag, pricked ^ftern in the side 
with a Jund (tf awl, to animate ani encourage them 
anew. I pass over several other circumstances and 
fiicts, wi^d) I Uush but to think of ; and which I 
could do no less than condemn in so enlightened a 
people as this in reality is. 

« 

. jBesides these -wnsiglers, whom -they ironically 
cbQ Afy$b€tkiy or'BfotiierS' of a Kidney, several' lands 
of ;f<KBr;6x4ed'^aal8,. both wild and tame, as weH 
as. many birds of prey, are kept ; whidi for moneys 
ta like jnanaer, are suffered and incited to fight for 
the dhrersion of- the speetdtors. I asked my land* 
kid.how.it was possible, that so- judicious and dis* 
creet a qatioD couldabolisb, lor. the sake of such 
fpslhBpg conibats, those noMe- exerdses ; whereby 
#i» ^mdanAaMiiDg is 4BhttpeAed, truth disooverdi 
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a»a '«lWteav aild timy onetatlgMt td splAikfl ^Mrr- 
lemd Isagnage, iaid to G0av«V8# ^XfMi €^i)»^ anft 
ifiSibflUy? He ahswered me^ ^Qifiit«iii bet4)ftroiHr 
titties, saeh exefoideiB sb I iftHil^ctd to Were heM itt 
g^ebt dsteem ; Intt 'as experieik^ HoA \0i\g since 
demoiifltiaWa, timf tbey netted iMdi more t6 ebft^ 
€esd tnitby mi^ yodtfa vmHtbn^ Excite dis'ttti-bances, 
tad "ptwe ptegndktal to ite stttftinAi^M of mole tts^ 
fid knowledge, the Adtdttny baid tbbtfgl^ -propet to 
dian^ them ibr pbjrsi or OMiadies ; aM fiie resiilt 
bad idRMljr dioivn]^ tbst tb^ '^tt&^ih Itod fbereby 
tdrancSed mn6h fartiier In ertrcHCioii, ftttet by ^criet 
leading and traa#tH inedttaitioh. Wltb tMs tosher, 
althoagh It sppeared dever atid scfntrible enough, 
jety for all tfaat, I fi^lt Hk tnj mind by nb means 
ssASBeci* 

* * * 

It this eify^hereis edt£dt>Usb^ for the r^toflh^ 
^ple & Gymoeistani, ot Acadc^mjr, in ifhkb fbb 
VbMiBctszm tao^t with indre gi^sfntjr aliadeeo-< 
mm. My lahffiord eohdticted me, one sdlemn fes^ 
tiTd day, to the b^h iM^li^l's'^tiditott, ^t ibe tim« 
«f ereating' « MtOky or ^proledseyr c^ ^})bilbsophy; 
fPbe business :piN>ceeded Withoiit the least cere* 
Itaoiiy:^ ^except lift so far, that the candidate held a 
aaat and iPfidl-igiMtiiiddd ^sOdotto oatBi ee^tain pby^ 
8i€d TpioU^ ;: ?\Alttt^^ ^he beeiame inscribed'; 
b^lba Pfcafattnt df itbe A(idite6i^, eM oi^ of fMr 
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nambJ^ and rec<AT«d a liofttoBt U iMAn pnVMf:^ 
After our t^tam bomt, ^m my landlonl asked me 
bow I liked thin maimer of obtaimng proflBotioiiy I 
answered him, that it appealed to me, in Teajpectto 
themselves, maph too dry and iDsipid. I letated tor 
him, that with ua the magiatri and doctota ware: 
obliged to wrangle previooa to tbdr being oieited to* 
those dignities ; at which information be wrinkled 
np bis nose in a very strange aoit of a way. He 
then inqn^ied of .me, not wi&ODt a degiree of conk 
temptuonsjoess, regarding the natom €t tfieae diap»Kr 
tations; in yr}iat way they were maintained; imd^ 
wherein they differ^ from otheMfein an ordhiar]^ 
way? J told hiDa, that they in general trsoted on 
matters pf the greatest importance i paiiicdariy on 
such as regarded the manners, language^ and Aretsy 
of two ancient nations, wUch bad floorished eoiiippl«^^ 
enonaly in Eiarope in days of y oie. I aBsnred bfan^ 
that I, myself in three very learned diapntatfapa, had 
said and mamtainfd, all that I cotiorived eontdbe 
aaid and maintained, respecting the slippers belong^ 
ing to these said two ancient nations* OnhMrlBg 
me utter these words, be burst into so immodarsti^ 
a fit of lan^iter, that it edioed tiKoogh ibft wbbte 
bouse/ His wife, when she beaid these rowi of 
mirfh, came hqbbling to as with dl apael, eorioM 
to know what circumstaocei coaU possftly ocoaitali 
them ; but I was so pr^T<^0d,at tt te b Biia viw r4Blto^ 
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g0M»f Ibai I <Rd not dirign to n^e her an 'epiy : 
for 111I20 corid endare to hear so momentous an 
effistir treated with contempt and laflghter? Her 
hsisband explained to ber the whble cause of this 
cpntrolalve burst of risiblfity, and she laughed at it, 
torns^ iaw2tf4 Bsort^ation, as heartily and equally 
w Ibittl «s my landlord himseir. 

: It was not long before these historical facts were 
qNteadthfo^^tbe whole city; where they furnished 
imilter tar iacBstiuit sarcasms. Among other per- 
sons, theve was the wife of a certain great senator, 
by natme of so ^ery sprightly and merry a dispo^ 
fsi^on^ ^at siie; on hearing of the circnimstances, fell 
mtp so Tiolest a laughing fit, that she nearly burst 
ber iddes; noij in oonseqaence of her dying of k 
Semir nma time after, it was everywhere muttered 
^nd whiflpsred, that the immoderate paroxysm of 
ha^lbtiar^ tbroogh attaxsking and orer-straining heir 
Isbg^i drcwey as the saying is, a nail into her coffln. 
T^^: niiscxiir was, however, only a mere and loose 
^[QiQiQHStiFp; for no one knew rightly of what disease 
sbeidiladi^ For tbe rest, she was an excellent wife, 
fiiAr«' ^gniAed and mqestie housekeeper ; for she 
)§sie0sed no. less than seven branches : an extra- 
fidinvy muaber for one of her sex ; for which 
iVfm09i, every foettig, tiecent, and well-bred tree 
.«i»igSiHQ}r/eowettied^ Shewasin- 
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tone At nigbt, on tb^ outKide of'tbe waib trfilie 
citji in the B^sfie dreeB ih«t abe Wore at tbe thne of 
ber decease ; "for it is, by an expreee law, here pro* 
}ubite4 to bury apy dead Within the city ; as it is 
ftought that the air wpnlil become thereby charged 
^ith infectiona vaponra, exhaled from the iriuniiated 
bodies. It is likewise forbidden to apparel dead 
corses in costly attire, and to make therewith a 
pompous and magnificeiit fbneral procession ; as 
jthey become, very soon after, in spite •erf all sndi 
useless expenses, food only for worms. With these 
different regulations, I must antoowledge, I was 
well pleased. It is a custom here to hold fimenQ 
orations, and to preach funeral sermons; bat these 
^consist in mere exhortations, addressed to the aidi- 
ioty, to lead honest and virtnons ILires, and to keq> 
imortalify constantly in view. There are, on such 
'Occasions, centra appointed, whose business it is to 
Htake fiote of how far ithe merits of the deceased are 
.panegjTfi^ed, beyond, a strict adherence to the piiii- 
'tifies of irxiih. U must here be observed, that a 
^me^mtb irabishment is inflicted upon him who tah 
aggerates, or intents any praise, reputation, cor 
•itonoor; tbecefore, nowhere are eulogies and pane- 
gyries bestowed more sparingly than In Potii. 
B^ng, m3^el4 a diort time after, one df the aatfi- 
^(xty of audi a funeral oration, I inqufaed of my 
todlord cespectiQ^ the ranOc and atattoo of thede- 



OBMsd Iieio, «chofie mettory y^m hMmtedr Jm 4t> 
45olaion a maonor? He answered me» that it Was tt 
.peasant, who had been sent on an errand to the cHy, 
and had suddenly died on the foad. Hie>w viiich 
-soever the subterraneous people had ridieukd ne 
Jbn^ a short time before, I now in turn lidionled 
Jh^.again with aloud and violent fit of langUer-; 
^aiiid on that -occasion I requited tbeor sarcasmify 
vented agaiui^t us EuropeanEf, with mo^e than fltaiH 
4wl weight. ** A:peasant ?" [bawled I, " mhendme 
4ben are not also 0x^19 bulls, et ceteis, the coin- 
^faniqns and colleagues of the peasants, in like 
manner panegyrized from the public rostratn ? As 
^ey are employed in similar occupations, tfaey are 
.Q^pabl|?,--7iare th^y not ? " said I, ^^ of filrniehiiig like 
li^j^r for a foneral oration?" But my landioid 
fcbi^ me, and bade me keep my laogt^ within the 
iKNinds^^f deooi!um^ infoming me, at the same 
^ffoe^ that 4he hm^andmen, or fillers of tbegi^Qiaody 
^F^re Inhere bcdd in the .greatest esteesa, in conse^ 
fffff^ce <tf their uaefol and important empiv^qment^ 
ipiid ;^t^ no rank, or 6takk>n in life was, an tiiat 
«XHintigr» cone[idered moBenoble-aiidhoiiaDsdde than 
^aiit <of the peasantry ;, fat whkhiFeasfon .every one in 
that c9^dit|on, who labonred as ^an honest and up* 
^t^, father of la&mily, ^was greete(| byihe people 
l4 ^ \t^W^ with the honoursabb appellation of 
l^l^iiidBtiiQrwdPjcetartQr. .fienceiari^esttfaB^aaBtito, 
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ia the beginning of harvest^ime, or in tlie palm- 
BKMith, when the peaeants come to the city with a 
great number of waggons, laden with provisions, of 
their being received, on the outside of the gates, 
by the municipal authorities, under the sound of 
trumpets and cymbals, and conducted into flie town 
with triumphal joy and merriment, I cannot ex- 
press the astonishment I felt on hearing this account ; 
particularly, when I reflected on the fate of our 
peasantry, who are but scoffed at, while held in a 
galHng state of vassalage ; and whose occupations 
are esteemed both mean and despicable, when con- 
trasted with those, which luxury, prodigality, and 
voluptuousness, have introduced upon the stage cS 
the world : I mean those of coolss, pastry-cooks, con- 
fecti<Hiers, hair-dressers, dancing-masters, and innu- 
meralile others. This I related to my landlord 
some time after; but with a strict injuncti(»i upon 
him, to observe the most inviolable secrecy ; for fear 
that the subterraneous people should entertain too 
unfavourable an opinion of my brother Europeains 
above ground. He assured me that no tree would 
ever obtain the knowledge of it from his lips. He 
then conducted me up into the auditory, where a 
foneral oration was to be pronounced. I must can- 
didly avow, tl)^t I never, on a like occasion, heard 
any discourse so well-grounded, so a{)propriate, so 
\ full of veracity, and so free from eveiy kind of hypo- 
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^^Yi a^ ^^faat; ^P^^b fiffeared to me a p^^fect 
pattarn, whereby alliNreapbers pf^ funeral seraioiiB 
ooght to regulate tbemselye^. The orator gave 
firat a d^liQeation; of the virtues of the deoeaeed ^ be 
eiiumi^(ated all bis vme^ and frailties ; oomdading 
Ips.dii^oarse with ap admooitioii to the auditory to 
gu^rd themselves against the latter. . 

. Afi we were returniiig borne, from bearing tbid 
omtion, we met a Qrifninal, conduGted bythr^ 
^^atcbmem or guards. He bad lately, pursuant to 
^tbe sentence of the Lord Chief Justice, undergone 
^e arm-punishment (as the aJveady-mentioned 
phlebotomizmg is c£^}ed>» and was then ofi ^bift way 
to the comimon hospital of the town. I inquired 
.w^rein consisted ihe ii^ture of bis crime ; smd was 
j^^swered that^ be had dared publicly to examine^ 
^4 eii^pose^.tp cpnsiderat^, Gkxl's nature; quality^ 
jg^ attributes — a thing totally forbidden tbrou^aout 
this country ; where aU suc^b l&e unseasonable 
ii^^a^ and dissertations are considered so fool- 
Jh^rdy an^ impertin^t, that it is thoii^ they can 
only be lengendered and fostered in.disordered intel- 
lects. It is therefore a practice here, to send such 
subtle disputants, lifter baling first bled them, to the 
madhouse, or bridewell, until their sound reason 
again returns. I thou^ to myself — ^Heaven and 
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eartb} hb# wonld matters go in Europe with our 
flieologiansy who are ever^ other day wraiigliDg 
aboat the quality and attributes of the Deity ; and 
Concerning the nature of ghosts, and other sitnilar 
jmysterious secrets ? How might it also go with our 
learned in the metaphysics, who, proud of their 
own transcendent proficiency ifi the speculative ex*" 
amination, belief<e, far above the conception of other 
folks, to appr6ach the omniscience of tiie Ood-head? 
Verily t fear, that instead of acquiring a Critic's 
celebrity, and attaining to the dignity of a doctor'^ 
cbp, with wbfcb such erudites are crowned with US', 
ttiey would here cnly pave themselves a way to the 
ItanaHc hospital, or the house of Correction. 

These, and many other of the like kind of absur* 
^Kties and incongruities, I took notice of, during tb6 
^riod that I Was at th^ seminary. At lengQi thd 
time arrived, which was appcnnted by the Prince fot 
my being fiimisbed with the testimonials from the 
instructors, and sent to the Court. I made sure 
account of receiving the vraitnest praise, and flm 
most glittering commendation ; grounding this hope, 
^aftly upon tny own aptnesig, as I had learned thi^ 
dubterraheous language much sobner than I e^^ 
pected,-^partly upon the friendship of ttiy landlord^ 
-"-and partly upon the proclaimed canddar^ &d up* 
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Tightness ol my jodges. At length my tedtimonlato 
were brought to me. On opening them I tremUsd 
with joy ; eager to read, with my own eyes, the 
honour to which I had attained, and therefrom con- 
jecture the good fortune that awaited me. But how 
much was I irritated and thrown into a state of 
despondency, when I had finished reading the docu- 
ment; of whichtiie^Uo^iQgisacopy)^ 

** Purauant to the commands of yout Secenii 
Bighness, we herewith forward the pi^scnt animaal ; 
whidi some time ago, was brought bilber d6wn t9 
ad from another ^obe; and who calls himself^ 
Man. We haTe, witb diligent attention! attd.sdki* 
tude, instructed the said animal in our Roytf 
Sdiool ; wher^, after as rigid and precise an ex" 
ftminaition as was possible to be made of his undec^ 
dtan^g and conduct, ^e found Um Tteiy tnuctabte 
and ready at learning ; but of so .wry and pitifiil i 
penetration^ that be, by reasoD of his too hasty cob-» 
eeption, can hardly be classed among rational Gtea« 
lures ; much less be intrusted with any Impovtanl 
employmenti As he te, however, muGh himUenr 
footed ti»ui most o&er of the Inhabitauts of ttibsi 
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tountry, we humbly oonceiye, that he is. eixoetdingljr 
well qualified ta fill the siiuation of Courier to the 
Gourt. Given under our hands, in the ThoBH 
month, at the Seminary In Keba, by your. Serene 
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ess' most obedient and most datifiil ser- 



vants. 

Nebbk. 

JOKTAN. 

Rapasi. 

KlJUAK/' 

At this I went weeping to my landlord ; and sup-, 
plicated him, with tears in my eyes, to obtain, 
ttirongh the means of his inflaence, a milder attes- 
tation bom the Karatti; and I entre9.te<d him to 
show to them the testimonials I bad received from 
the university of Copenhagen ; wherein 1 was re- 
presented as a very excellent and distingoisbed 
student. He' observed to me, that my testimo- 
nials might be good enough in our country above ; 
where perhaps the shadow was more looked upon 
than the substance, and the rind more than the^ 
heart or marrow ; but with tbem, where things were 
estimated by their quintessence, or very kernels, 
such like documents were considered of no kind of 
worth. For the rest, he advised me to bear my fj^te 
with patience ; particularly as my character, neither 
deserved reproof nor could be altered ; sii^ce it is 
reckoned here as one of the greatest of crimes, to 
praise any person for virtues which he never pos- 
sessed. By way of pouring some soothing balsam 
into my wounds, and consoling me in the best 
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manner his ability would allow, he repeated to me 
the following words ; the whole force of the truth 
whereof, penetrated deep into my heart. 

Strive never after that, which is believ'd 
By none' bat bHnd and silly mortals, to 
Afford to him, whom only fools, call greats 

' An inward gladneiss; and whose glitter is 
BesirM and envied by stapidity 
Alone. Too oft, alas ! is wisdom seen 
To tower high upon the surgy wave 
Of power; and like a ship, overtaken by 
A storm, is driven from her coarse and wrecked. 
And- he, who with high titles and with gold 
Is heavy laden, gliding, as he thinks 
Secare, through life, is oft obligM beneath 
The ponderous weight to crouch, — then sinks unto 
The grounds And they who strive to heap up treasure, 
And eager are to gain distinguished rank, 

- Like lofty pyramtids their piles they build, 
Towering high, near to the very clouds ; 
Bat transitory is this power of wealth. 
And fleeting is the greatness of their name; 
And they, while in the zenith of their pride, 
Not thinking on what slippery ground they stand, 
Are oft-times, when perhaps they least expect, 
HuriM headlong from their golden glory's summit. 

He added, that a person, with a moderate share of 
^ood luck, had not, in a more humble station of 
life, such downfalls to apprehend. He insisted 
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tbat mf testimonials from Ibe KaraUi were ex-. 
Qtictlf what they aught to be j siid that these honest 
and upright jadges, possessing sndt a pow>er of pene-. 
tration, who never suffered themselves to be bribed 
with presents, nor moved by tteeats^ to swerve oae 
iota from the path of truth) could not, in this case, be 
suspected of partiality. He told use at last, wittn 
out any reserve, that he, himself, had, for a length 
of time, taken particular notice of my very weak 
discerning faculties ; and that^ from my quick coa- 
ceptions and fertile memory, he bad instantly con- 
cluded, that I was by no means ({uatified for making 
any great spring towards poshing my fortune ; but, 
on liie contrary, in consequence of my 'raiserafMe 
judgment, I was totally unfit for any office of im- 
portance. He mentioned also, that he had made 
another discovery, on hearing my recitals respecting 
Europeans, that ray native country must be 

A very crazy land, enveloped ia tliick fogs. 

Where noaght bat fools are brQd> ^ senseless as are hogs. 

He assured me, however, in the most condescending 
and polite manner, that I might depend ^pon his 
friendship; advising me, at the some time^to pie^ 
pare myself, without delay, for setting out. 

I followed this very good and reasonable n^an's^ 
advice. So much the more readily, as necessity 
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dtemwiei- it ; wd it appeared a foo^bar^ibood to 
oppose the Prince'p . <?Qi9iui9uul0 , I th^refof e set out 
on my journey in the company of a few small 
trees ; wbo^ at tbe same time wijth mys^^ w^ve 
ptepaired at the seminary^ and with a similair 
yiew were sent );p the capital. Our guide wa9 an 
old Kar^ttiy or overaeer ; who rode upon an ox, as 
be wfl^ unable to walk^. in consequence of fa^s ad- 
vanced age. Riding, in this country, is every* 
wbere very unusual; and it is only decrepid old 
wm, and sick persons, wbo m^ke use of that con- 
venience : although tl^re would be much more ex* 
cuae for th^ inhabitants of this planet being driven 
about in ^^arriages, than for us; as they move so 
slow wd witbfio.mucb dpfficutty^ 

Tbis brings to mind with what laughter the Subt 
ten:aneans attended to the description I once gave 
them, respecting the costly equipages displayed 
among us : of our relays ; our basket-work, and 
gilt gingerbread-looking carriages and boxes ; in 
which we are oft packed together like pilchards in 
a cask^.and driven about the town. And it calls, in 
particular, to my reoofkction, the time, when I re- 
lated to them, that in Europe, one neighbour could 
not visit another, without being enclosed in such a 
box or car ; and in tbia manner, by two high-spiritied 
fmimalB,,dr^wn tl^rougfa almost e^^ street and le^n^ 
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in the city : for no other, earthly pui^pose, than • 
^^ish to display their outside finery. 

In consequence of the^ery slow pace of these 
rational trees, we spent three days on the road, in 
travelling to the capital ; although the distuice from 
Keba is not more than twenty-eight miles. Had I 
been alone, I could easily have made the journey 
in a day. 

How much soever I felt delighted, at being, be- 
yond all comparison, nimbler a-foot than the Sub- 
terraneans, I, on the other hand, in an equal de- 
gree regretted, that my bodily perfection should 
procure me such a despicable employment. " I 
wish," said I to myself, " that I was just as awk- 
ward and as clumsy on my legs as the inhabitants 
of this planet ; in order, through such a defect, to 
escape the slavish and abject office to which I am 
likely to be appointed." "Don't say so!" ex- 
claimed our guide, who overheard me ; " don't say 
so ; for if nature had not, with that corporeal su- 
periority, in some measure compensated for the im- 
perfections of your mind, we should all have looked 
upon you as an incumbrance upon the face of the 
earth; since, by reason of your untimely quick 
conception, you only see the outside shell of any 
thing, without discovering its kernel ; and as you 
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possess only two branches, yoa are much inferior 
to each of the Subterraneans, in ability to perform 
any handicraft, of whatsoever Isind it might be." I 
listened to these words with much attention ; and 
then thanked God for giving me. my long legs; for 
wltfaont them, I should hardly have been reckoned 
among rational beings. 

During our journey to the capital, I remarked, not 
however without astonishment, that not one of the 
inhabitants, as we passed by, remained stationaiy, 
in order to contemplate us ; nor did any of them 
leave their work to gaze at a sight, which, howbeit, 
was not seen every day, so wholly intent were they 
upon their business. But as soon as the day was 
closed, and every one had performed his office, they 
amused themselves with all kinds of diversions, by 
permission of the magistrates ; who look upon such 
like innocent amusements to be strengthening both 
to the mind and body, and equivalent to eating and 
drinking. For this and other reasons, the journey 
was exceedingly pleasant. The country, every- 
where, afforded delightful and enchanting prospects. 
Let the reader only picture to himself, an amphi- 
theatre as beautiful as Nature can form it, and he 
will then have some conception of the charming ap- 
pearance of this 'subterraneous land. In some few 
tracts of country, where nature had been less 
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hy the labour <^ the mhabitf»it«. It' is qj^^pm^vy 
for the ooDfititated antbonUes to set foriti-encott- 
raging rewardf, to be paid to thoee peroona ivbo 
Qultwate, jmf^ofe^ afid beaa^ their niral poa^ 
teaskxiB; and) on the other hand, those agaioBt 
whom it is proyed, that they bave a^ie^ed <to 
caltivation of their land, are, by an existing law, 
deprived of their burgheivright. We passed, in 
onr way, through several handsome villages, wbicb 
lay so near to «ne another, that they appeared to 
ooBoipose one very large town. Neatness and 
ocder everywhere prevailed. On the road we were 
often attacked by the wild baboons, which ran ajod 
frolicked on all aides of us in considarable numbers. 
They seemed particularly attached to springing 
upon, and tagging and pinching me ; which arose, 
no donbt, :in consequence of my very uncommon 
shape, ^d their mistaking me for one of their com- 
rades. I was not able to conceal my wrath and 
indignation on this occasion; especially when I 
pecceived that the sport affcarded the trees that 
accompanied me, much matter for.laughing at my 
expense ; for I was conducted to ibe Court, pur* 
auant to the Prince's commands, .in the same dress 
I wore when I descended to the planet : holding 
the boat*hook in my right hand, that His Serene 
Highness might see the manner ,in wbidi the peo- 



pie on oar globe are eqaipped and clotbed; and to 
show ttie condition I was in, and the ornaments I 
possessed, when I was precipitated into his territory. 
I considered it fortunate that I had taken the boat- 
hook with me; for it came very opportahely, 
wherewith to drive away the aodacions baboons, 
vrldch flocked around me in troops : but it did not 
help me much ; for the more I put them to flight, 
tte more they returned; so that every minute, 
during the whole journey, I was obliged to hold 
i^nelf in reatinesa to gife (iie^ieiny bc^e* 
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CHAPTER IV. 



THE prince's court IN FOTU. 



At length we arrived at Potu, the capital, which fe 
a particularly magnificent and illustrious city. The 
houses in it are higher, and the streets are much 
broader, and more commodious than those in Keba. 
The first square or market-place that we came to, was 
filled with a multitude of traders or dealers ; and 
it was entirely environed by the shops of artists 
and mechanics. I wis much surprised to observe 
a criminal, with a rope round his neck, standing 
about tlie centre of the place, surrounded by a con- 
siderable number of very grave-looking trees, which 
appeared to be a circle of senators. When I in- 
quired the signification of what I then beheld, and 
asked of what the culprit was guilty, to deserve 
hanging, which is contrary to usage, since no crime 
in that country is punished with the pain of death ; 
I was answered, that he was a maker of projects, 
who had dared to advise the abolition of a certain 
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ancioitcuetom. Those persons who surrounded him 
were. senators^ and others learned in the law; 
whose practice it was to examine and- discuss the 
apparent merits of any new invention ; which, if 
found to be well excogitated and devised, and 
likely to prove advantageous to &e state, the male- 
factor is not only by them acquitted, but even re-, 
warded for his ingenuity. Should it, on the con- 
trary, however, be proved injurious to the state, or 
that the projector had only aimed at his own in- 
dividual advantage, in proposing any diange or 
alteration, the culprit, in that case, as' a perturber 
and. destroyer of the best interests of bis country, 
is immediately tucked up without farther ceremony, 
This summary way of proceeding has the effect of 
checking all factious and seditious disturbers of 
the public peace ; so that .very few persons dare 
venture to make any new proposition ; every one 
being particularly cautious how he advises the 
repealing of any law, unless an advantage to the 
state is thereby so evident, that nobody can enter- 
tain H doubt of a successful result. The Subter- 
raneans, everywhere, think very religiously of old 
laws ; ' and the institutions and establishments of 
their ancestors are generally held very sacred; 
since they are of opinion, that a state, through per- 
petually altering its laws and regulations, accord- 
ing to the whimsical, and &llacious notions of a few 
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liidMdttalft in power, nuHit ttmamiarily be weakenfed. 
Mtoy odnieup ! thought I to myself; bow wadd 
fiiatters go with the project^makei^ on our globe^ 
who, nndei'the pretence of exercising grest economy, 
laid intro^oing general retrenchitient and frtigallty^ 
tending to the prosperity of the cottntry, are evcfy 
OHier day meditating on new ordinanoes^ lawe, and 
regulations, solely for &eii> own ben^ P 

We were at length conducted into a tery large 
hdu^, where all who are sent to the capital, frem 
the general seminaries in Ihe state, are admitted* 
From this place we were afterwm-ds again oon» 
ducted j in order to be presented to the Prinoa. Oaf 
goide, Or Kamtti^ went in the mean time to $a»^ 
nounce onr arrival ; and ordered us to ramain hece 
until he should return. Scs^cely had be left iis^ 
when onr ears were stunned by a most escferaDr* 
dinary noise, which resembled the aoclamatioM 
Usually expressed on an occasion of a victory ; and 
in an instant a^er, an alarm of (kuiAs and tniai* 
pets resounded through the whole building* On 
hearing this, we were struck with astonishment^ 
and ran out into the street, td ascertain tt»e ocea« 
sion of it. We there bebeld a tree advaniing 
with solemn step, having on bis head a garland iA 
flowers, tmd foUbWed by a splendid retinue; mid 
quicltly after we discovered tbieto be the very 
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itfMtfesI cltisseii, wfiieHia. wis had so rseetaU^ secH 
dtamliflg i^ the eentr^ of the micrket^ with a mpb 
fottd hi«i ne^. 

The regulation whieh he^ at the rmk ^ his life^ 
had ptopoBed for considereiioii, was approved ef 
&nd atcepted ; he th^efore was now oondaeted in 
triumph l&rough the whole city. But on what 
grounds he advised the repealing of the ancient law> 
I neter knew ; nor wad I able by any means after-' 
wards, because of the tadturnity of this people^ to 
^ain any knowledge of why the most trivial mattet*^ 
which was debated in the senate, and concerned the 
administration of the affairs of state, shcMiid always 
be kept so secret from the commonalty. Things 
are managed, as every body is aware <^, far better 
with us ; where all state schemes and projects, as 
well as all decrees, ordhianoes^ and statvtes, ar^ 
Witbo&t delay related, reviewed, and jkidged of, in 
4vefy> ale^boase, debating clob, tavern, and cofiiBef 
iK^use, throughout all the cities, towns, and yiUages 
in* &e ^npire. 

' ' ' • • 

Aflet ihe lapse of an hour, the KaratH returned, 
iand commanded us to follow him, whii)h we immedi» 
ately obey<^. On our way to the Piinee, we were 
met by a multitude of sm^ll trees^ who exposed 
hit stie short printed hlstarieal accpunts of every 
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tUng that was remarkable and of any importaBce. 
Among. tbis bibliothecal merchandize! c^st my eye, 
with an intention of buying, upon a small woi^ 
which had the following title : " A true and par- 
Hcular Account of the new and extraordinary 
Meteor y or Flying Dragon^ which last Year made 
its first appearance in our Hemisphere" In this 
bo6k there was a copper-plate print of myself; 
whi6h represented me with the boat-hook in my 
right hand, and dragging the rope after me; ex- 
actly in the manner, in which I was carried round 
the planet. I had, on this occasion, much to do, to 
refrain from latighing very loud : exclaiming to my- 
self inwardly ; . 

O sig'ht of wonder ! unheard of veniurons fool ! 
Thy glory still deserv'd a better gravlng-tool ! 

I then bought the book for three kilak^ which are 
equivalent to about four skillings of our money, 
suppressed .my risibility, and proceeded on in 
silence to the Prince's palace. This building dis- 
plays much more of art and neatness, than a pro- 
fusion of splendour and glitter. I observed very 
few courtiers or attendants about this residence ; at 
wliich I wondered, until I was informed that the 
Prince was a lover of frugality, and a professed 
enemy to all superfluity. Neither are there here, 
by far, so many perjBons in waiting necessary as at 
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our Courts ; for every tree possesses, in lieu of 
arms, such a number of branches, that they are able 
to perform all kinds of handiwork, attendance, and 
domestic affairs, in one third, or a quarter of the 
time, that is required for the same labour being 
done with us. 

It was mid-day when we reached the palace. 
Before His Serene Highness sat down to dinner, he 
desired to speak with me apart from the otiier can- 
didates ; I was therefore conducted alone into the 
dining-room. I must here remark, that in this 
Prince are found united, courteousness, amiability, 
and seriousness, to a degree worthy of admiration. 
His vivacity, benignity, and softness of disposition, 
are so natural to him, that no vexation, or anguish 
of mind, can obscure, or cast a gloom upon his 
cheerful countenance. As soon as I was in his 
presence I fell on my knees ; at which all the per- 
sons around me appeared greatly to wonder. His 
Serene Highness inquired wherefore I knelt : and 
when I had stated. to him my reason for so doing, 
lie commanded me to rise ; saying, that such like 
adoration was due only to the Deity : and that obe-* 
dience, labour, and diligence, were sufScient recom- 
mendations to his good graces. When I was again 
on my feet, he interrogated me a good deal respect- 
ing the manner of my descent; what was the 

F 
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motive of my voyage down ; what my name was ; 
and where I was bom and bred. I answered 
him — 

My name is Klim, and from a migbty world 
Above I came, which is my native sphere ; 
I walk'd not, sail'd not, row'd not, but was hurl'd 
Down headlong through a hole — thus came I here. 

He inquired farther, what adventures I had met 
with on my voyage down ; and was desirous of 
knowing something respecting the manners and 
customs of our globe. I expatiated with much 
warmth on the intellect and virtues of man ; and on 
the morals, good-breeding, and other accomplish* 
ments, of which mankind in general are accus- 
tomed to pride themselves. But he was quit^ 
indifferent at the recital ; and even yawned at 
several circumstances, which I conceived the most 
likely to excite b^s admuration. Alas ! thought I^ 
such and so various are the tastes of men ! that 
which is the most charming and agreeable to us, 
awakens in this people nothing but disgust and 
nausea. What appeared to grate the most on hia 
princely ear, was that which I related to him con- 
cerning our method of pleading causes at the bar ; 
respecting the eloquence of our barristers ; and the 
alacrity of our judges in deciding questions, and 
pronouncing verdicts. I endeavoured to set the 



6t 

matter before him in a more favourable light ; bot 
he interrapted nie, and changed the subject of the 
discourse, by interrogating me regarding our re- 
ligion and ecclesiastical tenets. I recited to him 
briefly all our articles of belief. Whilst I was 
repeating these before him, the wrinkles in bis nose 
disappeared by degrees : he admitted that he could 
willingly subscribe to every one of them; and only 
wondered that people without judgment should 
have such sound and accurate conceptions regarding 
the Deity and his adoration. But being informed 
that the Christians were divided into innumerable 
sects, and because of this diversity in their belief, 
it was not unusual for them to persecute, and even 
to murder one* another, he said — " With us there 
is also a diversity and a dissimilarity of opinions, 
regarding the things which appertain to the worship 
of the Divinity ; but the people, for that reason, do 
not persecute one another : for every persecution on 
account of thoughts and opinions, or errors, which 
are founded merely upon a difference of conception; 
has its origin entirely in pride; since one person 
foolishly imagines, that he is able to see deeper into 
matters of religion than another — an arrogance 
which cannot be otherwise than offensive to the 
Almighty, who is a lover of modesty and humility; 
We punish no person here, who, in his credulity, 
strays from the path of general opinion in specu* 
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lative ihatters, provided he swerve not practically 
from the public worship of the Deity; and in this I 
follow the example of my predecessors ; who con- 
sidered it both cruel and tyrannical, to fetter the 
imaginative faculty of rational beings, and to domi- 
neer over their consciences. I carefully observe," 
said he, " the same rule in respect to my government. 
It is quite indiflFerent to me, whether my subjects 
have . various opinions regarding my form and ap- 
pearance, and my way of living, domestic arrange- 
ments, and such like matters : provided they only 
acknowledge me as their lawful sovereign or direct 
tor, to whose decrees and ordinances they, owe 
obedience. When that is the case, I look upon 
them all as faithful subjects and good citizens." 

" Illustrious Prince ! " answered I, " that is called 
with, us ayncretmntis ; and is in particular most 
powerfully opposed by our men of* letters." I 
bad neither time nor opportunity of saying another 
;wo|'d, for he seemed somewhat displeased ; and in 
going abruptly away, commanded me to remain till 
the:dinner was over. 

Atthe.table sat.the Prince, the Princess, the 
young Prince, their son, and the Kadok, or Lord 
Chancellor. This Kadoky through his polite man- 
ners, courteous address, and still more acute under- 
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standing, Bad acquired in Potu an extraordinary 
renown. In the course of twenty years, he had 
never in the senate pronounced a verdict, which did 
not meet with the full concurrence and approbation 
of all the other judges. He had never, in public 
matters, made any order which was not inviolable ; 
and his word was a lasting rule or law. His 
powers of conception were, however, so slow, that 
he always required fourteen days, at least,' for 
making a draught of the most trivial order or 
statute. In case this personage had lived on our 
globe, where all tardiness and delay. acquire the 
appellation of incapacity, and even laziness, he 
would have been absolutely condemned as entirely 
unfit for any occupation of importance. But as soon 
as he had conceived an affair, he penetrated imme- 
diately to the bottom of it ; and he never decided 
any matter, until it had undergone the most minute 
and scrupulous investigation. In short, it might be 
fairly asserted, that he performed more than ten 
other so-called great geniuses, who with too niuch 
precipitancy discharge the duties of their oflSce; anH 
whose labours, for that reason^ always require to 
be corrected, altered, and polished, for so long a 
time, that it is at last evident, when their hours of 
attendance are over, that there is nothing indeed 
free from error which they have attempted to per- 
form : or rather, they have neither done nor accom- 
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plifshed any thing. I remember, among other choice 
apophthegms at the Court in Potu, one as very 
remarkable, which likens tliis sort of people, who 
too hastily meddle in, and with too much temerity 
decide upon, matters, to lazy walkers ; who go to 
and fro the same road, without advancing one step 
farther* 

As soon as their Serene Highnesses were seated 
at the table, there entered a young damsel of eight 
branches ; who brought in, at once, so many plates 
and dishes, that the whole table was instantly 
covered. To her followed immediately another 
tree with eight bottles, containing cider, perry, and 
other potulent juices. This tree possessed nine 
branches, and was, in consequence, looked upon 
as the most excellent attendant that could be 
desired. In this manner, two persons-in-waiting 
performed easily that which at our Courts a whole 
host of servants would scarcely have been able to 
effect so well. The dishes were taken away with 
the same alertness and dexterity as they, were 
brought with and placed upon the table. The meal 
was frugal, but at the same time neat and clean. 
Of the different dishes that were set before the Prince, 
he tasted only one, which was that that was the 
most to his palate. Just the contrary is the-fashion 
amcmg the rich with us ; for they consider a dinner 
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as nothing, unless it be composed of a noniber of 
ooarses, one following the other, and each more 
sumptnous and dainty than the former. During the 
repasty they entertained themselves with various 
dialogues on virtues, vices, politics, and ethics; 
remarking that the enjoyments of the body were 
seasoned with those of the souL I became also 
the subject of conversation ; but because of my too 
quick conception, it was thought that nothing very 
particular could be made of me. 

When the dinner was over, and the table cleared, 
the Prince then ordered me to deliver my testi- 
monials. When His Serene Highness had read 
the document through, he cast his eyes down as if 
to examine the length of my legs : — " The Karatti 
have judged perfectly right !*' said he,-^and com- 
manded that their advice should be followed. On 
bearing him pronounce these words, I was struck 
as though it were with lightning, and immediately 
burst into a flood of tears. I entreated that my 
book of exercises might be looked through ; hoping 
that when my virtues and the faculties of my mind 
had undergone a more close and rigid examination, 
that a milder doom would await me. This benign, 
and extremely just and reasonable Prince, was by 
no means angry at this unmanerly and extraordinary 
request; but commanded the Karatti who was 
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present to examine me anew, with more exactness 
and precision. While this was going on, the 
Prince withdrew, for the purpose of reading over 
the testimonials of the other candidates. My 
Karatti again interrogated me, and propounded to 
me several new questions and problems ; which I 
answered and solved, to his utter astonishment, 
with my usual presence of mind and alacrity. '^ You 
conceive," said he, " a proposition very quickly ; 
but you are not able to penetrate to the foundation 
of anjrthing ; and your answers prove, that you have 
more promptly conceived, than corriectly and 
thoroughly understood the nature of the problems." 
When the examination was finished, he entered 
the room to which the Prince had some time be* 
fore withdrawn, and returned shortly after with the 
following sentence : — That as I had acted both in 
a vile and an imprudent manner, in calling the 
once-pronounced judgment of the Karatti into 
doubt, I had thereby, pursuant to the law, which 
awards a punidhment .to all foolhardy backbiters, 
and is expressed in the third lesser of the fourth 
greater degradation, (by greater and lesser degra- 
dations, or Skibal and Kibal^ dxe understood books 
and chapters,) incurred the penalty of being phlebo- 
tomised, according to an ancient practice and 
usage, in botli my branches, or arms, and put into 
tlie public prison of the city. The words of tlie 
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law in the third chapter of the fourth book are 
these — spiky antri, Jlak^ slak^ maky tabu mihalat 
sUak, Although the meaning of these words was 
as clear as noon*day — and the sacredness of the 
law admits of no exemption or reserve — His Serene 
Highness, in his peculiar gracionsness and clemency, 
had determined on pardoning me this enormous 
crime; partly in consequence of my want of judg- 
ment, and partly because of my ignorance of the 
laws; since, without exactly breaking them, he 
considered, that a newly-arrived foreigner might be 
forgiven that offence, rather than any other, for 
which the punishment could not be possibly re- 
mitted. Finally, in order to give me a still greater 
proof of condescension and benevolence, it had 
graciously pleased His Serene Highness to appoint 
me as one of his regular messengers or runners to 
the Court ; with which kind favour and beneficence^ 
for that time, I was obliged to content myself. 

After this sentence had been announced to me, a 
KivUy or Secretary, was immediately sent for ; who 
entered my name, together with those of the other 
newly-arrived candidates, in the protocol or register 
of promotions. This secretary was a iqfde tree, 
of a dignified and admirable exterior appearance, 
for he possessed no less than eleven branches ; and 
was able, in consequence, with the same facility. 
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to write eleven letters at once, that any of us would 
find in writing only one. His discerning faculty 
was, however, but very moderate ; for which reason 
be could not be promoted ; and was grown old in 
the office that he then held, and which he had al- 
ready filled for the space of thirty years. It was 
with this secretary that I had afterwards the most 
to do, and on whom I had very frequently to wsdt ; 
for it was he who transcribed all the ordinances and 
letters, which I, in the capacity of courier, was 
obliged to take to difTerent parts of the country. 
I was often struck with astonishment to see with 
what activity and alertness he performed his work ; 
as he frequently wrote eleven copies at the same 
time, and aflSxed to them at once as many seals. 
It is always considered, in every family, as an 
extremely lucky event, whenever a child .is bom 
with many branches; for that reason, it is a 
customary thing for the lying-in woman, after a 
safe delivery, to send word to her neighbours and 
acquaintances, informing them of the number of 
branches with which the infant is blessed, on being 
ushered into the world* It was very generally re- 
ported, that this secretary's father, when born, 
possess^ no less than twelve branches ; and that 
the whole family was distinguished for its uncom- 
mon number. As soon as I had received my 
appointment, and was initiated and reckoned among 
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the regular messengers, to the Court, I retired to 
bed ; but, although my limbs were very weary, I 
in vain tried, during the greatest part of the night, 
to close my eyes in soft and refreshing sleep. 

The idea of the abject employment to which I 
was doomed, hovered continually before my mind ; 
and it appeared to me extremely unbecoming, and 
even disgraceful, for a mini^erii candidaiua and 
bceccalaureua in the greater world, to be degraded 
to a pitiful messenger in the lesser. I spent the 
most part of the night in these aflicting meditations^ 
and, in my despair, read and re-read the testi- 
monials I had received fi^om the University of 
Copenhagen. I have before remarked, that there 
is hardly any difference between the days and 
nights, . in respect of liglit ; the reader will there- 
fore easily conceive, that I experienced no difficulty 
in seeing them. Exhausted with a variety of un- 
pleasant thoughtsand weighty troubles, I fell at length 
into a profound sleep ; during which I had several 
dreams. I dreamt at one time that I was at home 
among my friends, and was relating to them my 
adventures in the subterraneous world ; then again 
I thought that I was sailing in the air, and engaged 
in a sanguinary conflict with the furious bird of 
prey, or griffin ; which gave me so much work to do, 
that the violence (rf the combat broke entirely my 
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sleep. But how was I terrified on awaking, and 
casting my eyes on a hideous and huge baboon, 
which was lying by my side ! This frightful beast 
had slunk in at the chamber-door, which was not 
carefully shut, and for warmth had crept upon the 
bed. This unexpected phenomenon filled me with 
so much anxiety and terror, that, with aloud shriek, 
which resounded through the house, I screJEimed 
out for help. Some small trees, who slept in other 
rooms adjoining and contiguous to mine, were 
awakened by my noise, and came immediately to 
my assistance: they helped me to combat this un- 
pleasant intruder, which we forced at length to 
make a precipitate retreat, I learnt afterwards, 
that the Prince laughed heartily on hearing of this 
. adventure ; but in order that I might not be again 
exposed to a similar encounter, he commanded that 
I should be immediately clothed after the subter- 
raneous fashion, and decorated with branches. 
The European dress, in which I had descended,, 
was taken from me ; and on account of its uncom- 
mon shape, and appearance altogether, was hung 
up in the Cabinet of Arts, with this inscription over 
it:— 



" THE DRESS OF THE BEING OF THE UPPER WORLD. 
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OdzJookers I thought I, on this occasion, what 
would be the consequence, if Jens Andersen, master- 
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tailol', of Bergen, the stitcher of these clothes^ were 
to know that his work was preserved, among pther 
cariosities and rarities, in the Subterraneous Cabinet 
of Arts ? He would certainly bridle up, and strut, 
and cry gobble, like a turkey-cock, and would cast a 
contemptuous look both at the Burgher Master and 
the Sheriflf. 

After the adventure with the baboon, I could not 
close my eyes again the whole night; and when 
the sun rose, I rose with him, and entered on my 
new running occupation. 

I was sent immediately on innumerable errands. 
And first I was ordered to deliver at the large and 
small towns, which were scattered about in different 
directions, some ordinances and letters-patent: in 
short I was a perfect perpetuum mobile. In taking 
these journeys, I had the opportunity of studying 
more attentively the character of this nation ; and 
discovered, in the greatest part of the inhabitants, 
an affability and elegance of manners, united with 
so much prudence, as rendered them truly worthy 
of admiration. The citizens of the town called 
Maholkiy who are altogether thorns, appeared alone 
to be less refined in manners, and advanced in know- 
ledge, than the generality of the Subterraneans. 
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Each province has its peculiar trees, or itiba*' 
bitantSy which in particular is observable among 
the peasantry in the country, where all are indige- 
nous ; contrary to what is the case in the large 
towns, and particularly in the metropolis, where 
there is a mixture of all sorts of trees. The sur^ 
mise which I had formed regarding the sagacity 
of the Potuites, was the more confirmed, the more 
accurately I acquired a Icnowledge of their good 
qualities. The laws and customs, whereat I felt 
the most disgust, obtained by degrees, as I had ^ 
greater insight into the justice and equity of them, 
my fullest approbation ; and my ungrounded con- 
tempt was changed into well-grounded admiration. 
I could easily enumerate, one by one, the regu- 
lations and customs, which I, on so slight a view, 
had considered extravagant; but which T, on a 
more mature reflection, had looked upon as well- 
founded and judicious. Of some thousands, I will 
merely cite one single example ; which will paint, 
in striking and lively colours, this people's true 
character. A certain learned philologist solicited 
the appointment to the vacant rectorship in one of 
the public schools in the principality. His appli* 
cation was supported by a recommendation from 
the burghers of Nahami; who attested that the 
candidate had lived peaceably for the space of fi>nr 
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successive years, with a dissolute, libidinous, and 
unfaithful ^ife ; and, during the whole of that time, 
had borne his horns with unexampled patience* 
The attestation was nearly of the following tenor : — 

" Whereas the reverend and erudite pi^senter 
hereof, Joktan Hu^ has requested from us an attes<- 
tation, touching his manner of living and conduct in 
general. We, therefore, the undersigned burghers 
and householders, in that section of the city called 
FoBkOj do hereby certify, that the said reverend and 
erudite man aforesaid, hath, during the space of four 
successive years, lived in a state of peace and quiet, 
with a meretricious, dissolute, and faithless wife; 
hath borne his horns with patience ; and exhibited 
so much mildness and gentleness of disposition, 
whilst enduring so great an evil, that we consider 
him perfectly worthy of filling the vacant rectorship: 
provided in all respects, that his learning be propor- 
tionate to his good conduct. — Nahami^ the tenth 
day of the Palm-month, in the year three tiiousand 
after the great flood." 

To this attestation was annexed a testimonial 
from the Karatti of the Seminary in which he had 
been educated, in proof of his learning and scientific 
erudition ; which document appeared to be of great 
moment: but what merit is due to a comuted 
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scfaoolman, before other instnictors, I must avow I 
am entirely ignorant of. The pnrport of this odd 
kind of attestation was this : among other qualities 
which an instructor must necessarily possess, mild- 
ness of disposition is one of the most important ; 
for, unless he be armed with an iron patience, he 
will, in despite of his entire stock of knowledge, be 
very unfit for a schoolman's employment, which 
ought to be exercised without too much severity and 
coercion ; in order, by a system of reasoning, in 
lieu of unseasonable abuse and beating, that a new 
method of managing children be adopted, whereby 
their obstinacy may be corrected and their stub- 
bornness mollified. As no surer proofs of a mild- 
ness of disposition could be adduced, than the 
firmness of heart with which he had borne up against 
80 considerable a domestic evil and daily plague, 
his neighbours had not been scrupulous in recom- 
metiding him on that ground ; in order, by such 
means, to set in its true light all that might be 
expected from a schoolman, who, in this respect, 
had so particularly distinguished himself from all 
others. 

It was said that the Prince nearly died of laugh- 
ing at this extraordinary recommendation ; but that 
he, nevertheless, when he discovered, on reflection, 
that it was less objectionable than he, in the begin- 
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ning, had looked upon it to be, presented the vacant 
rectorship to the petitioner. 

He performed the duties of his oflBce, according 
to every one's acknov^ledgment, v^ith so much 
propriety and satisfaction, and proved so clearly 
how children were to be managed by mild and soft 
measures, that he was looked upon more as a 
fether than a severe disciplinarian. The scholars 
showed so much diligence in their studies, under 
the direction of this gentle, pious, and amiable 
teacher, that, from that day to this, very few schools 
are to be found in this principality,* whence every 
year so many distinguished, learned, and virtuous 
trees are discharged as from this. 

As I had many opportunities, during the four 
years that I was a messenger, of observing, with 
some degree of accuracy, the state of the country, 
the condition, habits, and manner of life, of the inha- 
bitants, I conceive that it will not be unacceptable 
to the reader, to find hereafter something mentioned, 
which shall wholly have reference to their police, 
religion, laws, and sciences; regarding which, I 
have heretofore merely thrown out some few hints. 
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CHAPTER V. 



ON THS 8TATB OF THS COUNTRY OF VOTV, ANO THE PE0FI*B'« 

WAT OF THINKINa. 



Thb principality of Potu !s confined within very 
Dftrrow limits, and occupies only a small place upon 
this globe. The whole planet Nazar contains not 
more than one thousand to twelve hundred miles in 
eireumferenoe. A person may easily perambulate 
it without the help of a guide or interpreter, for the. 
same language is spolcen throu^out every part ;. 
although the inhabitants of Potu differ so widely, 
from those of the other states and provinces, ia 
knowledge and manners. Like the Europeans on^ 
our globe, the Potuites have precedence of every, 
othet nation ; and after the same manner, they arOf 
more renowned for their virtue and understandk^ 
than any other people. Upon the high roads are 
placed, at certain distances, stone pillars, which 
show the miles ; and to these pillars are fixed pro* 
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jectnig handcr, or other marks, which point out the 
way to eveiy market-town and villiBLge; for the 
whole principality abounds with villages and mag* 
nificent towns. Bat what I consider her^ as very 
remarkable, nay veiy wonderful,, i^, that all the in* 
habitants upon this planet speak one nniversd 
language ; although every individual kmtion dififers 
so exceedingly from the rest in condition, customs, 
mannerB, knowledge, and endowments of nature. 
In tins respect, the subterraneous planet is a lively 
picture of the variety in nature, which cannot fdi 
to charm and enrapture the travelling spectator* 

The land is divided by great and small waters ; 
in which sbips are navigated with the help of oars, 
which are exercised, as one may say, by a magic 
power ; for they ^re not, like our oars, plied by 
human hands, but by very ingenious self-moving 
machines. The disposition and ingenuity of these 
admirable machines I am not able to explain, as I 
am bufc very litte versed in mathematics. Inde- 
pendent of that, these trees are so acute and so 
diever in all their inventions, that unless a person 
possess the eyes of an Argus, and an almost divine 
ui^erstahding, he cannot discover the principle on 
which they are contrive. 

Their planet, like oar earth, has a twofold 

62 
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motion, so that the time with fhem, as it is with 
tis, is diyided into day and night, spring and snm^ 
mer, autumn said winter ; and those places which 
are situated nearest to the Poles, are colder ftan 
the others. But in respect- of the light, for the 
reason already mentioned, there is scarcely any 
difference betwixt' day and night. Nay, it may be 
truly said, that the night is more agreeable than the 
day ; for nothing cm be'imagined m<»:e glittering 
and dazzling than the light of the sun, which is re- 
flected from the solid hemisphere, that resembles 
an excessively large tnoon. . cbvering the whole 
celestial vault. The inhabitants consist of sundry 
sorts of trees ; as oaks, limes, poplars, and palkn- 
trees, thorns j and such lilce ; whence the six mbn&s, 
into which the subterraneous year is divided^ de- 
rive their nwnes. Evely sixteenth month the 
planet Nazar returns to the place whence it set out ; 
but not on any fixed day, on account of. the ine* 
quality of its motion ; for this planet, like our moon, 
through the variety of its motions, jostles against, 
and breaks the heads of all, those who reside in the 
firmament. Their chronologies are viarious, and 
are determined by the mdst remarkable events ; 
especially by the appearance of a great comety 
which, according to their, opinions, three thousand 
years before, occasioned a general deluge ; in which 
&11 the generations of the trees, together with the 
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other remaining animals, were drowned ; mafo 
few excepted, that were fortanate enough to Bave 
tbemselves upon high hills, and the tops of moun- 
taiBs, from the universal inundation; and from 
these are descended the present inhabitants. 

■» 
This land abounds in grain, herbs, and all sorts 
ot vegetables ; and produces nearly the same fruit 
as we find in our Europe; but it yields no oats, 
which is a matter of little consequence, for they 
are here not wanted, as on this planet there are no 
horses. The seas and lakes yield excellent fish, 
and their margins are studded with the most beautiful 
country seats and villas — sometimes in connected 
rows, and then again scattered at different distances 
in the most charming variety. The common 
beverage of the inhabitants is prepared from certain 
herbs, which grow green, and may be gathered all 
the year round. Those persons who sell this 
beverage, are generally called MtnAalpi, that is, 
herb-brewers. They are limited to a certmn num- 
ber in each town, and have, exclusively, the privi- 
lege of decocting these herbs. Those who have 
obtained this licence are not allowed to follow any 
other employment, trade, or profession. All per- 
sons holding public situations, and receiving salaries, 
are particularly prohibited from engaging in this 
branch at commerce ; for it is thought^ that, on ac- 
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cctait of their, credit and inflaenoe in the town, tiiey 
would have it in their power to monopolize all the 
custom ; and by means of the advantages which 
they enjoy in the.stote^ thi^ could affi>rd to dispose 
of theic. merchandise at a lower price than, other 
people. This we too frequently observe to be the 
case in our. world ; where men in office, and others 
receiving public pay, ^ickly enridi tbemselvea by 
such means and practices, to tlie great injury of the 
merchant and the fair trader. 

There exists oa thi9 planet a very ben^cial law 
regarding the procreation of children, which tends 
greatly to promote populosity. It augments and 
decreases the immunities and advantages which a 
man has in t)ie state, according to the number of 
children whereof he is the father. In this wise, he 
who is the; parent of six children, is exempt from 
all ordinary and extraordinary taxes. Therefore 
the begetting of children, and having a numerous 
progeny, is not less beneficial in the subterraneous 
world, thffii it is injurious and burdensome upon our 
globe, where it is customary to lay a poU-tu upop 
allinfiants» 

In the subterraneous world, no person can hold 
two situations at the same time ; for it is thought 
that a man has always enough to do in pecformiog 
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coorrecfly the dnties of one office. For that leaBOo^ 
pabUc bamness is managed-— under favoor of the 
inhabitants of oar globe be it spoken — nrach better 
here than with as. TUs law and regulation ia 
attended to so stricHjr, that a physiciaitt nevier 
studies the whole sdienoe of medicine at oac^ ; bat 
Gonffiies himself to the acqairing an accttrate know* 
ledge of the nature c( one single disease; and a 
masician never learns to play on more than oM 
instrument. Things are ordered quite Otherwise 
in our world, where these various avocations provie 
hurtfol to a man's nature ; make him peevish, cap- 
tious, and n^ligent in his oceupatioAs ; and where, 
through a desire of being skilled in eveiy tUng, he^ 
in ttnihi is skilled in nothing. If a physieiffiti were 
to undertake, at the same time, to cure a disease in 
the human body as well as in the body politic, he 
would prove himsdf a bungler in botb^ bbA would 
dSM neither; alld if a musician were to set him* 
self dp for a virbioso and a senator, what could one 
eitpect from him but insipidity ieaid discords ?- We 
are apt to admite those who venture to undertake 
scfveral employments at the same time; who in- 
trude themselves into the most important afihirs, 
and are presumptuous enough to think themselves 
fit for any situation. This, which is caused by their 
temerity and slender knowledge of their Own abOi- 
ties, we are so foolish as to admire ; for if they knew 
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the importenee of the office, and their own incapadty 
to direct it, they would not only decline accepting 
these situations, when offered, but would trembly 
even on hearing them metely named. In the gab* 
terraneous ; world, no perscm undertakes an em^ 
ploymentj which he is not fully competent to per? 
form. I recollect that I once heard the great 
philosopher Rakbasi speak on the subject in these 
words:—" Every person ought to know his own 
talents, and irigidly judge of his own fitness and 
defects. If we do not, then stage-players show 
more underst£^ding than we ; for they choose, not 
;the best parts, but such parts as they can best 
perform. Shall, then, stage-players surpass us in 
knowledge ?" 

The inhabitants of this principality are not di- 
vided, as with. us, into two classes, nobles and 
commoners. In .former times that was the case: 
but when the Prince observed that this distinction 
gave rise to a great deal of dissension, he wisely 
abrogated the custom of precedence which was 
claimed as a birth-right ; so that at present every 
tree is honoured and esteemed solely for his 
virtues, services, and industry. On this head I 
will enlarge at a future opportunity. The only 
precedence which birth can now give, is many 
branches. A child is favoured and respected in 
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proportion as it possesses many or few of these ; 
for the greater the number of branches, the more is 
tile tree fit for every kind of labour. I have before 
fainted something regarding the natural endowments 
and manners of the Subterraneans, to which I shall, 
in a future chapter, again draw the attention of the 
teader. 



98 



CHAPTER VI. 



ON THE REUOION OF THE P0TUITE8. 



The system of religion in Pota consists in only 
a few chapters, and their whole profession of faith is 
not much greater than oar Apostolic creed. It is 
here forbidden, under pain of being banished to the 
firmament, to expound the sacred writings ; and if 
any person venture to dispute concerning the 
essence and attributes of the Divinity, and about 
the nature of ghosts, the soul, and such spiritual 
matters, he is sentenced to be immediately phle* 
botomized, and put into the public hospital, or mad- 
house of the town : ** For it is perfectly absurd and 
preposterous," say they, ^< for us to attempt to de<- 
scribe and d^ne that, wherein our understanding 
and comprehension are as blind as an owlet in 
the sun-shine." They are all united and agreed in 
the adoration and worship of one Supreme Being, 
whose omnipotence has created, and whose provi- 
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dence keeps and preeenwi, all tilings. Respecttng 
the form of worshippiiig tMs Bdng, ev^ry ooe is 
allowed to thfaik smd act as he will ; bnt those who 
opeidy attadc tiie established TeHgioiit>f thestale^ 
are punished as public distarheis of the peace. !» 
for that reason, enjoyed « perfect freedom of thought, 
and no one persecuted me on account of my re* 
ligion. 

The Potuttes jaay rery. seldom ; bnt wh^i they 
do, it is with such feirent devotion, that one might 
imagine them in ra^re ; so long are their prayers. 
I tdid ttem that with us it was customary to pray 
and sing divine songs and Iiymns, while managing 
oar domestic concen», and perfoming out daUy 
labour ; bnt this they reprobated. ^^ An earthly 
Prince/' said they, << would take it very mudb amiss^ 
if a person who came to solicit afiavour of faiiBt 
wxare, in his presence, to oomm^iee brushing his 
clothes, and combing and dressing his hair." They 
seemed to htt^e in no wise more relish for our di- 
▼bie songs : since they considered it ridicnlous for 
anyone to display bis penitence, contiition, ood 
afflictive remorse, in muaical notea ; as the wrath 
of the Deity is not to be appeased by a few trilla 
9Bd quavers^ and by the sonnd of a few trampets 
and flutes ; bnt by sighs, and tears, and lamenta* 
tions. Hiese, and other similar obsermtk)!)^ I 
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could not beariLea to without displeasure ; and the 
greater was it, in consequence of my father, . ctf 
blessed memory, who was once the parish-deris 
and chorister, haying, with his own hands, set 
sev^al psalms to music, , which were still sung in 
the church; and also because I had proposed to 
myself to solicit the first clerkship that becanoe 
vacant. I endeavoured, however, to suppress my 
indignation ; for tliese Subterraneans maintain their 
bpihiOns with so much acuteness, and give to all 
they isay such a power of plausibility, that it is 
difficult to confute even theur grossest errors. They 
have still more extraordinary opinions on matters 
of religion ; whidi they understand just as artfully 
and ingeniously how to defend. When I, for ex- 
ample, remarked to several of them, with whom I 
was on terms of friendship, that th^ could not 
expect to be happy in a future state, because they 
wandered in the dark ways of ignorance ; they re- 
plied, that be who with too much severity and 
harslmess judged the ccmduct of oQiere, ran great 
risk of being judged himself; for no pqrson coi^ld 
condemn another, unless from pride and arrogance.; 
which are vices that God, who is a lover of hii- 
mility, detests and abominates in his creaturpa: 
besides, to condemn the opinions of other people, 
and to obtrude our own,, is to fancy, like mad- 
men, that we have engrossed all the knowledge^ 
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tAd that nobody on eftrth has a claim to wladom 
bat ourselves. 

r 

I was once desirous of proving a position ; and 
advanced such an opinion, and adduced such argu- 
ments, as I in my consdence felt convinced 
were well-grounded. My opponent commended 
both my arguments and proof, and advised me 
always to believe the evidence of my own ood- 
dcience, which was a maxim that he himself would 
never swerve from ; for if every body were to fol- 
low the dictates of his own conscience, all disputes, 
and motives for disputes, would soon ceas^. 

* Among other errors, into which the inhabitants 
of this principality bad fallen, were the following:-^ 
Although they did not deny that God . rewarded 
the good and punished the wicked, they were 
nevertheless of opinion, that the justice of rewards 
and punishments was not exercised but in. a future 
state. I cited several people who had been punished 
in this life for their wickedness and impiety. ' la 
proof against this objection, they dted just as many 
iingodly trees, who had been extremely fortunate 
until their death. ** Whenever we have to contend 
with any opponent," said they, " we supply our- 
selves with arms alone from the armory of ordinary 
life, being such as we are able to make use of; and 
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119 observe osHy those instances whidi ^etre to 
confirm onr positions : taking care alwi^s to otaSt 
sach as are injorions to, or militate against us. t 
tited n^self then as a living evidence of facts, that 
several persons^ who had done me much wrong^ 
had died a miserable death. Bat that was en- 
tirely seIf*love, tiiey answered ; and was the caose 
of my loolcing upon mysdf as better, and of greater 
ii3qK)rtanGe, in the eyes of the Deity, than other 
peqile, who had strffered the most unparalleled 
injaries, and yet saw their persecutors Hve to a 
good old age, and witnessed their b^g always 
fortunate. 

On my once exbortiiig them to pray daily to 
fiod, they replied, that they did not deny the* 
necessity of prayers ; but still they conceived, that 
the true worship of the Almi^ity consisted in obef * 
ing his ordinances. The simile which they ad^ 
vanoed in iUustration and proof of their opinions; 
was the following: — ^Suppose a Prince Mad tw^ 
kinds of subjects ; and that the one kind, eitbei^ 
through weakness, human frailty, or from wicked<* 
ness^ transgressed his commands every day ; yet 
these people were hourly coming, one or the other, 
to the Prince's palace, with solicitations and depre- 
cations, and begging pardon for the faults ahd 
crimes they had committed, and which they were 
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di^mfom of conuaittii^ anew. Tbe ottier ktei 
cwBBe veiy seldomy or netonr, on, fbdr own aoeord^ 
to tbe Coort ; bat followed and execated faithfiiUjr 
and exactly the Prinee'fi oommands; andjn ao 
diH^» paid him all the hcmour andobedimee, wfaldl 
tb^ as good sabjecta were nidebted to him. Can 
ap7 one now doabt^ wUch tbe Prince wonld lodt 
vpon as men, and deserving of his favour; and 
which, on the other hand^ he would CMsider as bad» 
vselessy and troablesome subjects, and condenuii 
d» well. on account of their innumerable vices and 
^rroni^ as their continual, importunities ? 

I frequently involved mysdf in these and similar 
Qontrbversies, but arguments were alwajrs. fruitless ; 
for I found it impossible to bring any one over to 
myi^way of thinking. I shall tha:ef(9re skip ovw 
a great number, and confine imyself to quoting 
merely the principal and moat remarkable dogmas 
of their religipn; leaving it to the reader's own 
jud^nent to approve o^ or candemn, tbem as he 
maythiidcfit 

The. Potuites. believse in only (me ixue imd oai* 
nipotent God, the maker and upholder of all things. 
Tliey prove his omnipotence and tunfy, by the, 
imraensityi order, disposition, and harmony of tbe 
creation ; and as thq^ are profoundly skilled in 
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tiatbnd p)iilod<q)hy and astronomy^ they bate such 
clear and exalted conceptions of the essence aad 
attfibates of the Divinity, that they consider it as 
absCird for any one to attempt to define, what so 
infinitely exceeds his power of compv^ensitMi. 
They have but five festivals in the. whole yf ar ; the 
first of which is celebrated with great devoti<m, m 
pitch^ark places, into whidi no ray of light can 
possibly intrade; in order Ibereby to signify, that 
the Being which th^y worship is incomprehensible; 
In these places they reonain immoveable and rapt 
in divine adoration, from sun«rise! to sunnset. 
This feast is called The Day of the Incomprehimsir 
Ue Qodf and happens on the first day of the Oak- 
month. On (he other four festivals, which ar& 
celebrated in the fonr seas<His of the year, the^ 
retam thanks to God for all the kind beneficence 
which he has shown them. It is very rare that any 
person stays away from these religious assemblies; 
and be who neglects to attend them, without very 
iQog^t reasons for his absence, is looked upon as 
a bad subject, and is held by every body in the 
utmost contempt. Their public prayers are so 
o^mposed, that they have no relation to the sup- 
pUcator, but merely to the prosperity of the Prince 
and of the state. No one prays publicly for him- 
self. This regulation is intended to signify, that 
the welfare of every mdividual is so closely cont 
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tieeted with the weH-befaig of all, fhat it is hot pbs- 
«lble for file one to exist wittioat the other. No 
pereon is obliged and^ any penalty to attend 
{mblic wordilp ; for it is considered that piety con** 
^ists principally in charity ; and experience teaches 
OS, timt virtne is more liable to be cooled by com- 
pidsory measnresi than warmed ; therefore they 
took npon it to be not only useless, but also 
hurtful, to coerce any person by main force to the 
worship of God. A man, said they, who desired 
iMtiial love from his wife, and undertook, by means 
t>f boxes on the ear and fillips on the nose, to chase 
away her coolness, would, instead of lighting up 
the last spark of affection still remaining in her 
bosom, entirely extinguish it ; and her indifference 
would verge into hatred and dislike. 

The Potuites, in former times, sought to appease 
Hie wrath of the Godhead with ofiTerings, splendid 
processions, and other ceremonies. This external 
worship of the Deity endured till the renowned 
philosopher CSmaHf about eight hundred years 
ago, stood forward as the reformer of the religion ; 
loid published a book called Sebolac-iaesi^ or, 
Ae' True Bemarks of a ReKgious Tree. This 
book I read very sedulously to the end ; and ccm- 
sidered it a work of which I should never be weary. 
tt contains theological dogmas and moral maxims, 

H 
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w^ch tbe FiAaSteA leam by heart. The ^obter^ 
rataeoDB refonner abolishes the offerings and such 
lilce enstoms, apon the foUowing gtotmds. — ^Those 
virtnesy eays be, are. only teal v|rtties» whereof 
the practice is trdiiblefiome and 4i0<^t to tbe 
eormpt beart* To a^ake Offerings, to sing psslips, 
to keep every otfier dap sacred, in honour of tbe 
•SEbes^ of the dead, tod to walk in procession with 
tbe effigies of saints,.. partake mndi mote, of tbd 
nature of devoot idleness tban of spirttoat busi- 
ness.: if sncb may be called spiritual business* 
which every viciaos-mlnded person can. readily 
exercise, without its cos^ting him the least delf-de- 
nial. But he who endeavours with all bis meai]$ 
to relieve the indigent, to govern Us. temper, and 
subdue bis revengefidness ; who'coknbats ma^iilly 
against all concupiscence and lust, and strives 
with all bis might to curb his darliiig patisioiis,*— ex- 
bilHts alone the true sign of virtue tod the fear qf 
God. A splendid uniform, and glittering armp^ 
are marks wbich distinguish tbe Warrior from tb^ 
man in trade : but the b^io is aJwD^s loiown l>y bis 
brateiyand valour ;< tad by bis patient sufferings 
unreluctant toils, and sacrifice of life and )imfas,;foi? 
his beloved father-land." With such like exapipl^^ 
CimaU has endeavoured to strengthen bis prcipepts ; 
and as tbe Potnites observe thedd v^ry strictly, tb& 
converters, or tbe sotoalled missionaries, of tbe 
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tlbifiish 'Churchy wlio enjoin soiiinchtheobbeiTaito 
of ceremonies, and' promise paradise to. all who 
worship relics and images, or during forty days 
gfut and satiate themselves with the dainties 'and 
delicaciies of ihk fields^ vineyards, 'seas, oceanic 
and Hvefs, wdald loie both tKeir time and labour 
Hmong a people like thfe. ' 



These are the theological tenets of the Pbtuit^s ; 
^hlch will, lio* doabt, strike some of my readers, 
Hs it struck me from the beginning, ttiat this is the 
clear, pure, sind unmystified religion of natm'e; 
*rhese people, however, aflSrin and insist that (his 
knowledge and doctrine were divinely revealed to 
them ; and that they, some hundreds of years be-* 
fore, had received a book, wherein Was written^ 
and which still teacher them, all tfiey should be^ 
Heve and do. In the' earliest times, said'tKeyj 
their forefathers believed in, and were contented 
with, the plain and simple religion of nature : but 
as experience had taught them; that the clear light 
of nature was hot sufficient to illumine the darkness 
of a world of people ; since the moral feelings of 
some were not unfrequently paralyzed by slothful- 
ness, indolence, and supiness ; and the conceptions 
of others, by a keen and subtle philosophy, and 
through unbridled reveries and speculations, were 
too often blunted and perverted ; — the Almighty had 

fi 2 
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ghren (hem a written reirelatioii ; the necessity 
whereof appeared to them indnbitable. 

. Altbongb there appeared a great deal in the 
theology of the Potnites to which I coald not con- 
scientioosly subscribe, yet I mast candidly and 
frankly acknowledge, that.tbere was much whereto 
I could not refhse my complete assent. What 
seemed to me, for example, not only to deserve 
approbation, bot also to be worthy of admiration, 
was the custom which they, in the time of war, ob- 
served on returning home victprious from a battlp, 
^-r-that instead of breaking out, as we do, into loud 
acclamations, and singing Te Deum^ they passed 
several days in mournful silence ; as if they re- 
repioaebed themselves, and were ashamed of a 
vidory which had cost so many of their brethren 
and fellow-creatures their lives. For this reason, 
there is very little mentioned about battles, mas- 
sacres, and bloodshed, iii the subterraneous his- 
tories and annals; they being chieiSy filled with 
civil matters, ordinances, laws, and institutions. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



THE CONSTITUnOlf OV VOTU. 



In the princifmlity of Potu, the government is 
hereditary in a right line. It has been so for some 
thousands of years, and it still continues to go on in 
the same way. It is orily to be found ohte in tiie 
amlals, that the Potuites altered this regulation in 
the hereditary succession; for as sound reasm 
seemed to demand that the Regent should surpass 
his subjects in understanding and talents, many 
were of opinion, that more regard ought to be paid 
to the iqualities of the mind, than* to precedence by 
birth, and that he who eminently possessed tibe 
former deserved to be elected as Regent. For 
this reason, they abrogated the ancient hereditary 
succession, and appointed, without a dissenti^t 
voi^, the philosopher Babaku as their Prince. 
He reigned, in the beginning, with 00 much pro* 
d^ice and nuldness, that be might have served as 



a pattern to all regents. This continued, however, 
not long ; and the Potuites perceived too late, how 
unfounded is the proverb, which says, that a state 
is fortunate that has a philosopher at the helm of 
affairs. For as the new Prince was of low extrac* 
tion, his virtues .ttid art of governing were not 
sufficient to procure him that honour and respect 
which constitute the strength of a state. Those 
persons who, had lately been his .equals or supe- 
riors, notwithstanding his accession to the throne, 
still looked upon him in the same light; and for that 
reason they refused to obey him as their Pnnce. 
Tbey murmured at his ordinances, becau/9e tl^ey 
m&^9 in some^ measure, troublesome to them ; an4 
4h9y.then reflected only on what he bad been, and 
sot on wbfit lie was. He endeavoured, by means 
of prayers ond adulation, to ptoQure obedience frooi 
tbem, bat with these he effected notbip& ^is comr 
mwds coQtiuued e^till to be treated .with contempt, 
beeaufi^ bis' person was not estee^pned. ..Jtabqki^ 
peroeii^tb^t other. meatis mu^t^e resorted. to^an^ 
b^^ali to adopt: rigorous noeasures. 'Q^v, reaaoii 
vH his". flying' to the other, extreftuty, tfee^fipt^k 
iwbkh^faad for same time beep .si^<il4^nQg'in Ui^ 
^sbea, now i>roke into ^ ordeni fljin)^., IiiS)#mb? 
jeots:t]^eitIy rof^sed bijP9» oodooci 9|-SH||)i;eiil$^d 
iD8frrbstiom.waA:fQlIf^edi>y dnotber*. ^llf^gthj|^<^ 
ofoaeivedtiMi; tl^LjMttte C^d p^t ypi^Iy.^nJMst^ 
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jgulegu it Wefe governed fay a Regebt yAxi was of a 
mitAe famftyy and the memoiy of Whose anoestiora 
ndj^t infme mtb the minds of (be people sentimaite 
of req)ect and 'siAndssion ; he therefim Tesigned 
tbegovemment, and transferr^ the legal power to 
a Prince vdiose tjrtb ^ntttied Mm to'|K)sae8s tt.* 
Tranqidffity TctnrtiM Vith the andent royal funityy 
and the tempesf, wUdi had so long conmlsed the 
state, was now appeased. Tberenpoa it was lbi> 
bidden, from thenceforth, tinder paiti of death, to 
make the least oharfge in the hereditary snccession. 

Hiis fonn of direct Unewm, in all prdBbbilfij, i»i 
main for evieHnvi<idate in Potn ; so'thatmileas itbe 
a dase of the utmost riQcessity, primogenitnre wV) 
not be eitcladed. The annals, however, make 
metifioiA of a philosopher, .who attempted to repeal 
this royal law, and devised a tnedimn. >B[iii prppo^ 
sition was, tfaiat the royal family should not be 
eiediided ; btft'&^t he, froni ambng'ttae sons of the 
dec^a^ Fiiticev should be dected Regent, whd 
ekMbited tlie most fitness, and possessed the most 
quaDHbatibns; to support the ^e%htt>f govemnlent 
Vnneh he had made bis proposition^ he subjected 
himself' tt> the trial which was customary in his 
country, and suffered a rope to be put round his 
neck, wbQe the utility of the proposition was deli- 
berated up6n« When the assembly of the senate 
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bad. ocmdwied flmrdriibentHHiy and the tfytan 
wore eoonted for and agaiiist.fhe motioiiy flna {dan 
vma dedared to beill^Tised and hif^j injoriate 
toflieinteifiBtaoftbeatirfe. Itwastiioai^ttiiataBdi' 
a laiir YvnnU gire riaa to miK^ dissension, and ascito 
qnanela among the royal dittdren; and» civiser 
^pieniiy^ it was deemed far better to nudstam die- 
andent oBe, wfaidi appointed the first-bom Piteea 
to the government, aHhoQgb be mig^t be less fit Sag 
tbe wm^fy affldr than the otters. 



.1 



Tbas was the plan reacted, and the po g o d bat 
hanged. These are the only persons, in this prind* 
pality, who am pnnished wiQi death ; as itis though 
estery new diange, dlhon^ well coasideved, not 
ddy gives rise to broib and disorder in the stated 
but, in ease it be abanrd^ enfirdy sobvertai and de- 
stieys its best interests* 

. The power of (he Priaees of Pbtn is abscMe^ 
their government, for fiiat reason, is ralfaer fteteniaL 
than r^GdroBs ; for, as they exerdse justice acoc^n 
ing to priadpdes, ttid not striofly aeccrdipg to tha 
statate law, they know always how to mute doaiiii» 
nion with Ube]ty,-*ftwo thbigs whidi aie.eflimrwiBa 
ao easily di4<Hned. 



.One of the niMit.bf!neficial.iegalation& heee i 
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tfattt ifae Prince endeavours, us nmch as possiMe, la 
pieaene an eqaaUty among his subjects. Digntt]^ 
is> here not attached to any condition ; flie inferiors 
are alone obliged to obey their superiors, and yoofh 
t0 honour oldage. The subterrawous annals show, 
thai some hundred of years b^bre, there existed 
certain degrees of rank, intidi were constitnted 
aBMDg theflBf by public law ; but diqr show, at Urn 
same time, that those distinotions gave rise to much 
dissension. It was painful to the elder brothers to 
be obliged to give way to the younger ; nor could 
parents bear to see themselves thrust back by their 
children : one tree diunned the other, and all intw* 
course and sodablaiess wer6 at aa end. But these 
were, not the only inconveniences which ensued; 
By" degrees, tlmigs were brought to such a pitdi, 
that the; best and most clever trees, which naturehad 
endued with the greatest facnlttes and largest num* 
ber of branches, were obliged, at every banquet or 
afiSiaMfr to sit (he lowest in oider ; for those trees 
wUch possessed some intrinsic wordv and wtere 
sufideatly* distinguished by prudence und virtue^ 
conld never condescend to seek any ranfcortitle, in 
onhrr to dabn the ri^t <^ pieeedence. The mean 
aasd «sde8s trees esqdoyed means to ccmceal their 
natural defects with dignified titles of honour, and 
puportuned the Prince incessantly with thefar suits 
9iBA solicitations. He granted thdr rdqwsts, in 
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Gtifit tofiease ind get rid of tbem ; and at teng(& 
tte titles heeaaofee. BO ofter tiiaD a sign for the inept 
and ii8>6ledti -tiees. Foreigneris could not lefirain 
from laugbiBgy when thejr befaeld^'atbanqnete and in 
^cdeAin asflemblies, thU thoi'il-baAes' tocdc prece^ 
dance, and v^ie seatisd on the foremost brtmcbes; 
t^hBe psdm-trees^ oechrs, and vespeotaUe oaks, with 
ten or eteveti imhckes,: weife placed behiiMi ; for io 
long^asthis form of government coritintied, alffioM 
aH -the 1ii6rnnbushee bore some chkractetisttc of 
^Iniitv; The females among tliem obtained ihe 
till^ of axttiscAkars of economy, conosellors (if 
domestic aiairs, and cbonsellors of "the • Princess 
privy council; but greater dissensions, in conse^ 
^uenee, were created' in tiiis s^x than \h the other: 
Sblne tre^s: went so fer in frivolous ambition, th4t 
flie^ who' by nature jiosdessed only two or tUi^ 
branches, were desirbus of b4vhig t^ 6t^ iwelve** 
bratod^ed titles, and tiy^m-bitsh^s '- wished to b^ 
eidled palin4rees^ >TIds was abodl lis rftU^Ious as 
a;sioiMer's itvishing toihaveiihe tlil6'%£%igb^bom; 
pr k ;peison c^ mean bittti ^Ai^sting bii befhg^ called 
r%ht noble. i\\^hen.tfate calamfity h«^d ffsien to i«l 
hi^st pitch, so 'Oat the who^' '4i6lAlttf wU^ 
' embroiled and .in:'GO»ftisicn)r,-^ii^' Al v^^v^ hthdtfg 
lifter , mere ' empty names lind ' titles^ Which ' had 
B)§iiiier handiirvnor'ni»rit,-*ia burgW of'thfe dty df 
Kebtt iveptored t6 pv6poi^ a law, by wfaidi &M 
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cjustOip should be abolished. He was, in the ububA 
m^ime^f dragged alosg to the market-place with a 
rppej)oiiiid:hi8iiec^; but after a council had been 
}ii^d npon ; it, and flie votes were collected, Ms 
pro{K)8itidQ ysras linaminoosly approved of, as highly 
advantageous to the state. He was thereupon 
adorned, ^fith a gmrland of flowers, and condacted in 
^rittJdQph tiirongh the jcity, accompanied by fui imr 
^^nse concourse of people, .uttering shouts of joy. 
Aad as it was in the course of time se^i of what 
benefit his proposition had been ta the state, he 
was appointed to the situation of Kadokt, or 
liOrd Chancellor. 

< < 

From that time forward,, the law, which pro- 
nounces equality to every citizen, was strictly 
oblierved^ ' AUhtHigh all titles were abolished, the 
desire of emulation did not stop h^re; bat one 
endeavbnced.to excel ahotbei.in virtue and merit. 
It may^tbe seea .in'dllie sabtarraneous history, that 
since that time there has not been more .than one 
ptoje£{bff,.^bo:4vice:endeav«txsed9 clandestinely, to 
jntcodnce again.int^ the ^tateihe former r^ulation 
respecting rank : but on his first attempt he was 
sentenced to be phlebotomized; and being after- 
wards accused of still labouring to accomplish his 
•wishea,. heiiWJas odlidemfaed to be ^baiiished to the 
firmament. At present, neither rank nor title exists 
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in this principality; the enpreine authority, hor- 
ever, grants a precedence to certain professions over 
others ; bat no one obtains right, in conseqn^ice, of 
claiming the foremost place in pnblic assemblies. 
A distinction is observable in the royal decrees, 
which usually end with these words : '* Hereunto 
we enjoin and command all our peasants, manufac- 
turers, merchants, craftsmen, philosopheis, artists, 
courtiers," &c. I now come to the following regu- 
lation concerning rank, which is preserved in the 
royal archives :— 

1 . Those who, in the time of need, have assisted 
the state with their property. 

2. Those who serve the state without fee or 
reward. 

3. Peasants and husbandmen, with' eight brandies 
and upwards. 

. 4. Peasants, with seven branches and under. , 

5. Those who have established £stbrics or manu- 
factories. 

6. Those who practise the necessary handicrafts. 

7. Philosophers, and regularly created doctors, of 

both sexes. 

1 

8. Artists. 

« 

9. Merchants. 

10. Courtiers with a salary of five hundred rupa- 
ters. 
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11. Cotirtiere with a salary of a thousand rapa- 
ters. 

I found this ordinance respecting rank exceedingly 
ridicuToas ; and I doubt much whether any one in 
our world will approve of it. I, nevertheless, pretty 
well stnelled what the subterraneans aimed at, and 
the foundation on which they built it ; but I must 
acknowledge that it still appears to me very extra- 
ordinary, and which I cannot fully comprehend. 

Among other remarkable things, the following is 
worthy of observation. — The greater the advantages 
are that a person here enjoys in the state, the more 
modestly and humbly he demeans himself. I re- 
member the time when Bo9polaky the richest citizen 
in Potu, saluted all who met him in the street very 
courteously and condescendingly; he ev^n bent 
down all his branches and bowed his head low in 
passing every tree of the commonalfy. When I 
asked the reason of this^ I was answered that it was 
no more than his duty, for as he enjoyed the great- 
est advantage in the state, he was consequently 
indebted the most to it. There is, however, no law 
for this courteousness and condescension ; but as 
the inhabitants always act with deliberation and 
judgment, they practise this virtue voluntarily, and 
regard the precepts of gratitude as a law. Things 
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«re widely dXS&exd upon our 'globe,- where flibse 
who enjoy the greatest honour and the most adrari- 
tage in the state, look upon those in a lower station 
of life with the utmosTt contempt. Thoise who' have 
a numerous progeny are considered' here the iho^ 
deserving citizens, and are reverenced by all with- 
out exception. These are the kibterranean heroes, 
the memories of whom are always sacred' to posted 
rity. They akme acquire the appellation of Ghreat 
With us, on the contrary, the destroyers of the 
human race are distinguished by, and honoured 
with, this epithet. Ftom what bus beien said,* we 
may easily observe in what esfimatioh the siibter^ 
raneous world would liave held Alexander the Crreat 
and Juliue Caesar; both of whom'<fied wiftiont 
issue, and were the murderers of millions of Human 
bieings. This calls to my recollection the following 
epitajA, which I saw written upon the tomb-stone 
of a peasant in Keba : — '^ Here lies Joktan the Ctreat^ 
ihe Hero of his timey and Fathef of thirty ddl- 
dren.'* It must, however, be remarked, that to 
deserve tlie epithet of Grreat^ more is required thafl 
the mere begetting of children ; they must also be 
well brought up. 

In legislating, they proceed here almost in tt\^ 
«ame manner as was formerly the case among the 
Romans, very slowly to work. The new ordinance 
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Off law: U ftvt, posted up. agabst the towohhall in 
every town, where it is fceef for all persons to 
examine and make objections ^against it, if thej 
think fit, and lay them before' an assembly of men 
of wisdom and discemment, who ak« appoints to 
sit in Potu for that purpose. Every.tbiQg tbatis 
suggested for the confirming, altering, abolishing, 
eorrecting, restricting,' or exteiuling the law, is here 
Accurately weighed and considered ; and when it 
has, in. this manner, been revised by all those: whb 
are versed in the law, it< is tiien laid beforef the 
Prince for his assent and signature, {irevions to its 
being published. Many, . probably, will find this 
slow way of proceeding ridiciiloas ; but the canse-» 
quence ol this cautiousness is, that the laws nevejr 
lose theic fotce ;,ix)r is &ere, as it is said, a sifigie 
law or statute in this principality, which has tinder* 
gone the least alteration for these five hundred 
year*. 

/ The Prince possesses designation^ of all the beat 
trees in Ms dominions, whieh are accompanied by 
attestations, ' concerning every one's ffiness, fi^om 
the examinihg Karatti, exsA a t^jsttmoiiy from tfa^ 
he^borough and heighbouri^ respecting every one'd 
ifnf of thinking and conduct.' The Prince kno^s, 
therefore, always where to find devfer ireefe to fill 
the vacant situations. There is here a very singular 
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iiid eactraordlnaiy measoie adopted, which is, that 
no person shall fix his ahode in any dty or town, 
unless he bring an attestation regiBtrding his honesty 
and morality from the town or conntiy where he 
has last resided, and give secority for his good be- 
havionr for the fhtore. 

No person dare, nnder pain of death, make any 
remarks on a law whidi has once been published. 
In consequence of this, there will be foand less 
liberty in political, tlian in religions matters. The 
reason which they assign for it is this : Whoso- 
ever errs in religion, or the articles of his faith, 
does that alone to his own injuiy; bat he who 
throws a donbt npon the public law, and distorts it 
by his comments and elucidations, puts the whole 
state into confusion. 

Respecting tbe Prince's houseliol^, and Its 
economy, I have already made some remai'ks. I 
mentioned, that the Kadbkij or Lord Chancellor, 
held the first place among the courtiers. Next to him 
comes the Smnian^ or First Lord of the Treasuiy. 
During my time, this office was filled by a seven- 
branched widow, of the name of Rahagna. Her 
virtuous way of thinking and great talents had 
raised her to that important post. She liad been 
invested with this office for a length of time, even 
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Tor same years before the death of her husband ; 
for although he had had a pretty good insight into 
financial affairs, he still was governed in every thing 
by his wife, and might more correctly be called her 
steward than her lawfully married lord. When his 
wife was in the straw, or from any other cause lay in- 
disposed, he then issued his letters and orders in his 
own name ; but tljey were never considered valid, 
unless she at the same time signed them and affixed 
thereunto her seal. Rahagna had two brothers, 
the one was butler, and the other butcher, to tiie 
Court; but they, however, durst not think, even 
with the assistance of their distinguished sister, 
of any higher promotion, as they possessed not the 
least understanding : in this wise do they here show 
their justice and equity in dispensing favours. 

Although Rahagna had so many and important 
occupations, she nevertheless gave suck herself to 
the child of which she was delivered after her hus- 
band's death. When I expressed my opinion tliat 
I thought this was a labour too incommodious, 
troublesome, and improper for a lady of her rank, 
the inhabitants replied in the following words :— 
" For what reason d'ye think that nature has given 
women breasts? are they as ornaments to the 
body, or to afford nourishment to the child ? The 
bringing up of tlie child depends much upon the 
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formation of the nurse's mind, and the goodness of 
her milk; and those mothers who suffer other 
women to suckle and nurture their children, rend in 
twain the natural tie of affection and of the soul." 
This is the reason why all honest and well-bred 
women suckle their own infants. 

The Crown Prince was a child of six years of age, 
and betrayed signs of a distinguished capacity and 
shining virtues. He possessed already six branches, 
which are considered very uncommon at that age ; 
for no one is bom with more than five, or at the 
most six branches ; the others shoot out as their 
years increase. He had a tutor, who was the 
most sage tree in the whole principality ; and who 
taught him divinity, history, the mathematics, and 
moral philosophy. I have myself had the oppor- 
tunity of seeing the politido-moral system, or com- 
pendium of ethics and politics, which he bad 
written for the young Prince's use. The title of 
this compendium is Mahalda libab Nelit^ which in 
the subterraneous language signifies The Helm of 
the State, It contains many fundamental and 
beneficial rules, whereof I still remember the 
following : — 

1 . " Neither accusation nor recommendation ought 
to be listened to, nor acted upon, with too much 
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temerity and precipitancy ; bat the judgment sbould 
be deferred until accurate ii^formation has been 
obtained regarding the matter. 

2. ** When a person is accused and tx>nv]cted of 
a crime, one ought to inquire and ascertsun, whether 
the accused has at anytime previous done any good 
action ; if so, compare the good with the evil^ and 
give judgment accordingly. 

3. " Those who are the most troublesome to th^ 
Prince, in his Council, with their opposition, ought 
to be looked upon as the most honest subjects, and 
the most deserving of confidence ; for no man win 
expose himself to danger for the sake of truth, un*- 
less he have tl)e prosperity of his country more at 
heart than his own welfare. 

4. «* The Prince ought not to admit any persons 
into his Council who do not possess great wealthy 
and real estates, in his dominion ; for their pros- 
perity and advantage are inseparable from the true 
interests of the state ; while, on the <Jontrary, those 
who possess no real property in the empire, scarcely 
consider it their father-land : but rather look upon 
it as an inn or hotel, where their stay is but for a 
-Bhort time. 

42 
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5. " For a time, the services of a villain may 
be employed to advantage, provided he be well 
qualified for certain occupations ; bat it is not ad- 
visable to vouchsafe him any particular favour: 
for when an iniquitous or vicious man is received 
among the Prince's friends, a number of equally 
bad citizens, with his assistance, rise to preferment 
and intrude themselves into the public situations. 

6. " The Prince must tave the least confidence 
in that mail who the most^ci vcrrunb nim, and is the 
oftenest seen at Court : those who frequently, and 
uncalled for, are observed in the anti-chamber, have 
either done something amiss, or have some evil 
design. 

7. " He ought the least of all to promote those 
who are the most zealous and ardent after honour. 
So certain as it is that no person asks alms, unless 
he be hungry or needy, it is equally certain, that 
no one endeavours more vehemently after external 
honour than he who cannot attain to renown through 
virtue or merit" 

The following is a very beneficial rule ; but I could 
not approve of it, on account of the offensive ex- 
ample with which it was illustrated. It runs nearly 
as follows : — 
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8. ^* No citizen can be looked upon as entirely 
useless and unfit for any thing. No one is so stupid 
that he cannot be employed in some way or other, 
where he would, perhaps, even surpass others, 
were it only known which was the right employ- 
ment to clioose. One person may possess great 
judgment, another ingenuity ; one stability and 
firmness of mind, another strength of body ; one 
may be employed as a judge, another as a writer ; 
one may he capable of making discoveries and form- 
ing plans, another clever at executing them : few 
are completely useless. That so many are looked 
upon as such, is not the fault of the Creator, but of 
man himself, who neglects to examine strictly his 
own powers and capability." 

This was now illustrated with the following instance 
of myself: — ** We have, in our time, seen a wonder- 
ful animal, which, by reason of his quick conception, 
was looked upon as entirely useless ; but his nimble 
feet have proved him of the greatest advantage and 
benefit to us." When I bad read thus much, said I 
to myself: The exordium was written by an honest 
man, but the peroration by a scoundrel. 

9. " One of the Regent's most important duties 
is, that he select a fit person to be tutor to his 
successor. As the prosperity of the whole state 



118 

depends upon the instructions wbieb the Crowff 
Prince receives, it is essential that he who has the 
care of his education should be a clever and skil* 
fui man. That which^ a person learns in his youtb 
becomes afterwards a second nature. The tutor 
must particularly be a great patriot, and every rule 
which he sets before the Prince must tend to instil 
into bis heart affection for his subjects. 

10. ** The Prince ought to be well acquainted 
with his subjects' way of thinking, and act accord* 
ingly ; and if he will restrain vice and prevent 
crimes, these must be effected more by examples 
from himself, than by the rigour of the law. The 
influence of example is always great in proportion 
to the dignity of the person who sets it. 

11. ** He ought not to allow any one to remain 
idle ; for lazy persons are a burden to the country. 
The power of the state increases by means of care 
and industry, but is weakened through plots, 
sedition, and conspiracies ; the consequences of 
noxious indolence. It is far better that the 
citizens should employ their time about trifles, at 
plays, and other diversions, than they should re* 
main entirely unoccupied. 

12. •< The Prince ought to maintain peace and 



119 

hannony among his subjects ; but it may be very 
beneficial to keep up a kind of jealousy among 
his counsellors of state; for by thes6 means, 
the truth, of which he might, perhaps, otherwise 
remain ignorant, is frequently brought to light: a 
judge will oft obtain a more accurate information, 
and idea of the law-suit in which he is presiding, 
through the controversy and disputes of the advo- 
cates. 

13. " The Prince will do wisely, in all matters of 
importance, to hearken to the opinion of the whole 
Senate. But the surer way is to examine and sift 
every one singly, rather than altogether, in the 
Council when assembled. For in public assemblies, 
where every person can openly express his senti- 
ments, it frequently happens, that the power of 
eloquence of one man will sway the opinions of 
th^ others, so that the Prince, instead of hearing 
the sentiments of many, will in reality only have 
heard those of one-individual. 

14. '* Punishments are not less necessary than 
rewards. . The first restrain vice, as the latter pro- 
mote virtue. It is expedient even to reward a 
vicious man, when he has performed a good action^ 
in order that it may encoiiriage others, so much the 
more, to a strict observance of their duty. 
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15. " Sound reason teaches us, that the fitness of 
tlie person, tn particular, ought to be Io6ked to, on 
promoting any one to a public situation. As up-^ 
rightness and integrity are tlie principal recommen- 
dations, one is too often deceived by the appearance 
of these virtues ; for, in order to pave the way to 
oflBce, every one will assume the air of them. 
Besides, one never can with certainty judge of a 
man's probity and honesty before he is in office: it 
is the true theatre upon which he generally exhibits 
to the world his real worth and virtue. But the 
fitness or qualifications might easily be proved by 
means of a preliminary examination. The stupid 
or ignorant man is not able so easily to conceal his 
ignorance, as the hypocrite to feign himself honest, 
and the villain to dissemble his wickedness. Fit* 
ness and honesty are not discordant qualities : they 
may be as well found united in the same person, as 
that honesty and stupidity may be separate. But 
he who possesses both fitness and honesty is a 
perfect man. A stupid man has either a good or 
a bad heart : is he wicked ? we then luiow what 
heinousness may proceed from stupidity united with 
wickedness ; but if he be honest, the virtues which 
he possesses cannot be brought into action, on 
account of his ignorance ; and in case he dare not, 
or cannot, of himself, commit a crime, his officers oi 
servants may do so, because he has need of their 



121 

« 

services. A stupid land-owner readily engages a 
crafty steward ; and an ignorant justice of the peace, 
a keen and artful secretary, who deceives without 
fear, and lays the blame to his master, if any thing 
miscarries. Fitness is therefore of the greatest 
importance to be looked to in promotions. 

^ 16. ^ It is inconsiderate to set those persons down 
as ambitious, who strive after honourable employ- 
ments in the state, if they find themselves duly 
qualified to undertake them ; or to declare those 
perscHis proud, who take pains to obtain such occu- 
pations. Should the Prince, in conferring his ofiices, 
be inclined to look too closely to humility, then the 
most haughty will immediately put on the mask of 
bamility, that they may the more quickly and surely 
obtain their end. The Prince would, in such a case, 
contrary to his own intention, only promote the most 
ambitious men, who, with the modest air of virtue, 
had dissembled their feelings, as if they hated 
ostentation, and were lovers of quiet, and who bad 
allowed their friends to spread the rumour, that they 
detested public honour. As a confirmation hereof, 
tlie following example was quoted : — An important 
oflfice was vacant ; and a great man, who desired to 
obtain the appointment to it, vnote to the Prince, 
saying, that he had heard that his Serene Highness 
had determined on conferring upon turn this post^ 
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after which so many were striving ; but be must beg 
to be excused from it, acimowledging that he was 
not qualified to fill it; on the contrary, he most 
humbly entreated that some one else, better qua- 
lified than himself, might enjoy this honour — and the 
more so, as he himself was contented with his pre- 
sent condition, and strove not after greater honour. 
The Prince had not once thought of such a thing ; 
but this proof of humility affected him so mudi, that 
he conferred the oflSce upon him who bad declined 
it. But he soon observed that he bad been deceived 
by a feigned humility; as this new courtier sur- 
passed all others in haughtiness, impudence, and 
effrontery. 

17. ^^ To appoint an indigent man or a banianpt 
as treasurer, is equivalent to appointing an hungry 
wolf to the post of purveyor of the kitchen, or 
steward of the larder. The same remark holds 
good in regard to a rich miser ; for the one has 
nothing, and the other can never get enough. 

18. " The Prince ought not to confirm legacies 
and endowments, which have for their object the sup- 
porting of lazy and slothful trees, and nourislung 
their indolence. For that reason, no one should be 
received into a monastery or other institution in this 
principality, unless they are very industrious, assi- 
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duous, and skilful trees, that can either be of servicer 
to the state through handiwork, or honour the 
society whereof they are members, with their learn- 
ing and knowledge. Some few monasteries most, 
however, be excepted, in which old and decrepit 
trees are supported ', for they, by reason of their 
advanced age, ought to be exempt from labour. 

19. ^* When crimes in the state render a refor- 
mation necessary, it will be expedient to go slowly 
to work. To attempt at once, by coercion, to 
extirpate all old and deep-rooted errors, is the 
same as prescribing to a sick man an emetic, a 
purge, and phlebotomy, at the same time. 

20. ^' Those who are audacious -enough to promise 
every thing, and undertake, at the same time, many 
occupations, are either fools who are unacquainted 
with their own abilities and the importance of the 
affair, or bad and dishonest citizens who alone 
consider their own welfare, and not the prosperity 
of the state. The prudent man proves his strength 
before he takes the load upon his shoulders, and 
the honest citizen is incapable of performing any 
of the important oflSces of state with precipitancy.'' 
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CHAPTER Vlll. 



ON THK SCHOOLS IN POTU. 



This principality has three academies ; the first 
whereof is in Potu, the second in JT^te, and the 
third in Nahami, The sciences which are theie 
taught, are History, Economy, Mathematics, and 
Jurispradence. As their theology is so short, that 
it might he written almost on two pages, and ooii- 
tains no other doctrine than that we shall love and 
honour God, the Creator and Director of all things, 
who wQl reward us in a future state for our virtues, 
and punish us for our vices ; it is not an academical 
science, and never can be, since it is rigorously for* 
bidden, by law, to dispute concerning the nature of 
the Deity and bis attributes. Neither is medicine 
reckoned among the academical sciences ; for as the 
trees live very temperately and regularly, they 
scarcely know any thing of internal diseases. I 
shall not touch upon metaphysics and the tran- 
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scendental sciences, as I have lately mentioned that 
those who dispute regarding the Divine being, the 
attributes of the angels, and the nature of the soul, 
are ordered to be phlebotomized, and conveyed to 
the lunatic hospital, or to bridewell. 

The academical exercises are as follow : — During 
the first years, the young students are obliged to 
solve abstruse and diflScult questions. These are 
proposed at certain times, and a reward is set forth 
to him who solves them in the most correct manner. 
By these means, the directors or professors of the 
sciences discover the true proficiency that every one 
makes, and to which profession his bias leans. No 
person studies more than one science, for poly-his- 
tory is looked upon as a proof of a fickle and 
unsteady mind. The studies not being very prolix 
or difiiise, they are learned to perfection in a short 
time. The preceptors themselves are obliged, 
every year, to give proof of their erudition : the 
professor of philosophy must solve a problem in 
ethics ; the professor of history has to produce an 
historical piece; the professors of economy and 
mathematics are obliged to improve their knowledge 
by one or other new discovery ; and those v>^rsed in 
the law must produce beautiful and adaj^ted orations, 
they being the only persons allowed to practise 
rhetoric, as these exercises, properly 'speaking, can 
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only be of nse to those who plead causes at the bar. 
I related to them that all academical trials of rhetoric 
were out of fashion with us ; but they condemned 
this regulation, saying, that if all mechanics or 
craftsmen were to make only shoes in a masteriy 
manner, the greatest part of other work would be 
done very ill, and shoemakers alone would gain the 
prizes. I named merely rhetoric ; for I durst not 
mention the disputations, as the inhabitants in the 
subterraneous world reckoned these among jugglers* 
tricks. Their public teachers do not explain the 
beneficial and salutary truths in so rigorous and 
imperative a manner as the philosophers with us ; 
i)ut they blend beautiful and agreeable narratives 
«nd recitals with their rules of teaching, so that they 
-are hearkened to with pleasure. 

The gravity and air with which all academical 
matters and advancements are here conducted, are 
'quite wortliy of admiration. Great care is taken 
that nothing shall appear in them which might excite 
laughter, and also that these ceremonies shall not 
appear farcical ; in order that the sciences, on account 
of such unseemly customs, might not be contemned : 
1 durst not, for that reason, speak of the ceremonies 
which are practised in our academies, in the dis- 
tribution and dispensing of degrees and dignities. 
That which I encountered in Keba^ when I described 
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the promotions of oar doctors, was sfifflcient to 
deter me from ever touching again on the subject. 

Independent of these academies, every town 
possesses a large seminary or gymnasium, wherein 
much pains are taken to ascertain the dispositions 
of the youth, and to know in what branch of know- 
ledge each makes the greatest proficiency, and to 
what professions he or she \a the best adapted. 
When I was instructed in the seminary of Keba, 
the chief priest had four sons, to whom he taught 
the military art. To four others, whose father was 
a senator, he taught handicrafts, and two young 
ladies were instructed in navigation ; for there 
the natural talents of the young tyro are more 
looked upon than either condition or sex. When 
their dispositions have been correctly and accu- 
rately proved, each receives a testimonium from the 
superintendents of the seminary, which is drawn up 
with the greatest impartiality, as I have before 
mentioned. These testimonials are considered here 
as very faithful documents ; although I was of a 
widely different opinion when I was furnished with 
my testimonium from the seminary of Keba, which 
appeared to me highly absurd and unreasonable. 

No person is here permitted to write a book 
before he has completed his thirtieth year, and is 
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fioet secret to the jadges, and that the actions were 
not decided in the place where the disputes arosey. 
bat were judged in very remote provinces. The 
grounds for such an uncommon custom were, that 
most of the judges, as experience had shown, took 
bribes, or in some other way committed an over* 
sight of partiality ; but when they neiilier knew the 
acoiser, the accused, the wealth, substance, pro^ 
perty and matter, about which, or whom, the law-^ 
suit was carried on, they w«re free from every 
temptation or allurement. The evidence and proofs,. 
fix)m both parties, were forwarded by consent of 
tiie Prince, to a definitive court of judicature^ mik 
some remarks annexed, as for example: — Whether 
A, who is in possession, ought to give up property 
to B, in conformity with his demand and complainti. 
I should very much wish that this custom were in* 
troduced among us, as we so often experience the 
effeot that partiality and other temptations have 
upcm the minds of the judges. 

Justice is here exercised impartially and with- 
out constraint. The Princes, however, cannot be 
cited before a court of judicature ; but as soon 
as they are dead, they are then impeached by 
public accusers, or the nation's advocates. The 
actions of the deceased Prince are now canvassed 
4n a numerous assembly of the senate ; where at 

K 
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length the sentence is pronoonoedy giving to hiki 
ene ef certain titles, according to his merits. They 
are as follow :— ^orMy of praise — not entirely 
unworthy of praise — good — not bad — tolerable — 
middling. A herald exclaims one of these terais 
publicly among the people, and afterwards it is 
written upon the tomb of the deceased- The 
Potuites assign the following reason for this cus* 
torn : the Prince, whilst alive, cannot be edited 
before a tribunal without uproar and commotion ; 
for, as long as he lives, his subjects owe him an 
unccmditional obedience and continual honour, 
whereby the State is best upheld and maintained ; 
but when tbie Prince dies, the bond is brolcen be- 
tween him and his subjects, therefore the latter 
can now, as a free people, cite him before the 
Court. By this beneficial, although uncommon 
regulation, care is taken for the Prince's safety, 
the supreme power loses nothing of its majesty, 
and at the same time the well-being of the State }s 
maintained. Although these terms or epithets can- 
not be ascribed to the dead, nevertheless it en- 
courages and incites the living to practise virtue. 
It may be seen in the Potuitisb histoiy, that in the 
bourse of four hundred years, there had not been 
above two Princes who received the lowest epitbel 
i^ middling. The rest have almost all acquired 
Uiat of worthy ofpraiee^ or unworthy of praise, bb 
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may be read on their nionumentt, ivfalch all^eTour- 
ing time baa not yet dilapidated or destroyed. Tbe 
epithet middlings which in the Potnitish language 
Id called rip'faC'Si^ ocGasiona so mudi sorrow in 
the &ml]y, that the succeBsor to the deceased, and 
tbe whole of his relations, wear mourning for six 
entire months after. The succeeding Princes 
show no displeasure towards the judges in oonae-* 
quence of such reproacbral sentences, which are 
looked upon as encouragements for doing ii^t« 
and acting with prndenoe, justice, and equity, where-^ 
by the stain, which the illustrious house has drawn 
upon itself, may be bldted out 

The reason why one of their Princes obtained 
the lowest epithet, was this : notwithstanding the 
Potnitea being weR«discipKned and exercised in 
military afiliars, and, when they are aittadced, re^ 
taming the blows valiantly and bravely, they still 
never make war themselves. For this reaaonthey 
become willingly mediators between oth^ fadiii* 
gerent nations ; and sundry States on this planet 
have volrnitaiHy subjected themselves ilo the do- 
minion of this just and peaceable nation* But the 
Prince ilfiJt/!^, Incited by a too hasty desiro of 
extending the frontiers of his empire, attadced the 
neighbouring Static, and donqiiered them entirely 
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in a uhfot time. As madi as Pota gtmied by this 
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BUgmehtation of "power, she lost again on tbe 
other side, through changing tbe friendship of 
her neighbours into fear and jealousy. The dis- 
tinguished respect for justice ahd equity, to which 
the State had hitherto owed its increase and flourish- 
ing condition, began from that time to suffer. As 
soon, then, as the Prince was dead, the Potuites 
showed their displeasure by putting this stain 
upon his memory, in order to win back the affec- 
tions of the other nations. Wherein the errors of 
tbe other Prince consisted, I could never get to 
know. 

Those persons only, who have attained to the 
third age, are ieligible for public teachers. To ex- 
plain this more fully, it must be observed that the 
lives of the trees are divided into three ages. The 
first is for those who are instructed in the adminis- 
tration of state-affairs ; in the second they practise 
that 'which they have learned in the first ; and in 
file third age they instruct the others, after they 
have resigned their situations with honour and re- 
nown. For this reason, no one obtains permission 
to teach pnblicly, unless he is become old in the 
service of the State; as it is supposed, that no 
person is able to give well-grounded directions 
who has not ' acquired bis knowledge by em- 
perienee. 
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If a person, who is notorious ibr immoralitf, 
impart any salutary and beneficial' advice to the 
State, his name is concealed, In order that the 
noble project may not suffer in consequence of the 
unworthiness of him who made it, and the project 
itself is made public under the name of a more 
worthy character. 

In respect to religion, I have already stated fliat 
it is here forbidden to dispute regarding its fiinda* 
mental doctrines, and in particular concerning the 
essence and attributes of the Divinity ; but then, on 
the other hand, every one is at liberty to express 
his opinion freely on all other matters^ and submit it 
to the consideration of the public. The Potuitea 
said that such like disputes might be compared to 
tempests, which overthrow trees and the roofs of 
houses, at the same time that they purify the air, and 
prevent its being corrupted by a too long calmness. 
They have not many festivals, because they give 
rise to much sIuggistT indolence, and the Potuites 
believe that the true worship of God consists not 
less in beneficial and useful labour, ih^n in praters 
and invocations. 

Poetry is not cultivated here with much eager- 
ness, although some poets are here and there to be 
found in this principality ; but the subterraneous 
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poetry it disOnguiibed from prose only by « 
higher style. They for that reesoDt ridicnled that 
which I related to them regarding our acoente^ 
qoantitiea and the like, as children's play. 

Among the Potaite teachers there are sonua 
who are called professors of good taste, lliesi^ 
take care that the imaginative bcalties of the yoong 
folks shall Bt>t te ocedpied with insignificant and 
trifling matters; that all the low and vulgar 
writings^ <he reai^g of which vitiates and destroys 
the taste, shall not come before the pttblic; and 
that from all books, wliich may be pritited, thoae 
things shall be erased, which are repugnant to com* 
mon sense. To this end there is appointed a 
oen8(»rship over books. Quite otherwise are msti* 
tera ordered npon om* globe, where the best writings 
are oft sappressed by flie censors, merely becanae 
(hey either deviate from the prevailing opiioon, cf 
differ from an established style; or because ttiey 
wisely, and with candour, inveigh against the foolish* 
ness and weakness of mankind : censors, by whom 
&e spirit of the sciences is naturally smothered, 
and who prevent sound and salutary writings from 
finding fheir way to the public eye. But as 
theie is a free trade betwemi the Potnites ind 
the neighbouring nations, low and vulgar bocto 
are oft smuggled into the country. For this reason 
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o^rtatn i&qnieritoirs are appointed^ wbQ fjrtim time te 
time examine different collections of books. Thfwe 
persons are called Syta-nuikatHy that is, Purifiers of 
libraries. Aft^rtb^ manner of a kmd of people in 
oiir worlds Who aUnuallsr liwe^ our Qbimneys^ so do 
tbese inqiAsitors enter and sw^p the boOk-shc^^ 
d&d catefiilly atld attentitdy separate th^ bad 
firom the good, throwing the base and common 
bOoks^ which May have a teil^teney to cOrrapt the 
fadfe^ into the fife. Zontidd ! thought I to myself^ 
what would be the destruction dmotig the books on 
oo^ ^obe, if such a regulation a^ this w ei^ tbete 
introduced! 

Notbiftg is more deserving of prail^ tbiTn the 
vigilance which is applied in examining the tcjentis 
of the young people, in order to discover which 
pursuit in life is best suited for each to follow. 
For, as the smallest false note is perceived by a 
musical ear, in like manner the judges, who are 
appointed to examine the dispositions of the young 
folks, can, by means of trifles, discover things of 
importance, and are able also, by the appearance of 
the eye, by the playing and contraction of the eye- 
brows, by their gay or serious countenances, by 
their laughter, by their delivery, by their silence, 
and other such like things, to judge of what is con- 
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snstent with, and what is repugnant to, eveiy one's 
nature. 

But to return to myself again. I had but litQe 
pleasure in conversing with these foolish trees, who 
constantly despised and ridiculed me, in conse- 
quence of the too quick conceptive faculty which 
they at one time ascribed to me/ I was much 
chagrined at the nicknames whidi they frequently 
gave me. I was ccdled, for example, Skabba, which 
means an untimely and immature perscni. But 
that, about which I was the most vexed, was, that 
my washerwoman was not scrupulous in applyiag 
to me the same odious epithet, notwithstanding die 
was herself a vile, indigent, laid miserable lime- 
treei. 
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CHAPTER IX, 



TRAVELS ROITND THE PLANET NA2AKr 



Having now for the space of two years per** 
formed ihe laborious service of courier, and peram* 
bnlated the country witli proclamations and letters 
patent, I became at length completely weary of 
this troublesome and unseemly occupation. I pre* 
sented to the Prince one petition after another, 
praying to be discharged from my present situa- 
tion, and appointed to a more honourable post 
But my solicitations were always misttccessiiil ; 
as His Serene Highness was of opinion, that a 
more important employment would be beyond my 
ubilities. . He quoted both the law and the custom 
io me, which were adverse to my petitions, and 
according to which, those persons only who pos* 
sessed the necessary qualifications were allowed te 
be promoted to eminent and difficult situations. 
*' It was expedient," he said, " that I should con- 
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tfauie in fbe service into whidi I had once emtBttd^ 
until BQch time as I might be able, by my own 
merit, to pave myself a way to a higher appcnnt* 
meat." He concluded with the following admo- 
nitory Goonsel : — 

'* Let ev^ry one lib talents juitly weigh ! 

' And learn to know yourself P is wisdom* s precept ; 

And ere you take a load upon your shoulders. 

First prove their strength, and try if they can bear it ! ** 

These repeated refusals cansed me at length i0 
come to a temerarious and desperate resolntiDn. I 
endeavoored with all my powers to invent some* 
thing new, whereby I might be ^bled to jwove 
the superiority of my talents, and mb off the stain 
wUch was stamped upon my capacity. I spent 
neariy a year in apfdylng n^self to the stady of flie 
laws and customs of the principality, in order. If 
posc^e, to discover either in the one or the other 
some point whidi might stand in need of amend- 
ment. The observations that I made in ttiia le^ 
spect I disclosed to a thom-budi, who vras my 
iBftost intimate friend. He was of opinion, fliat my 
neSeetlons and considerations were not entirely 
irmtional ; but Bi Use same time, however, doaMed 
mod), whether they would prove of any advantage 
to the State. ^< It was the prindpal duty of a re^ 
fermer," heoald, ** to view particularly and minutely 
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tibtf adnditkm of tte countly ixAo which he fai dc* 
jiiiMs of introducbig « rtformation ; for (me and 
tb» nsLVfkQ tneaeare, according to the difference of the 
state of two countries, might produce quite otb^ 
and entirely opposite effects, like a medicament 
that would cure x>Ae mtm, but, if taken by another, 
might prove fatal to hnn. He called my attenti<Hi 
to the risk to which I eiposed mysdf in hazarding 
this gaai0, — ^represmtiAg to me that my life would 
eertainly be forfeited, if my plan, on examination, 
did not succeed, and begging ttie, lor that reason, 
to consider everything very ddiberately and atten* 
tively before I took toy steps. He nevertheless 
4id not entirely dissuade n^e from my desi^, tm 
there was a possibility, he added, of vay diiieovering 
something or other, after mature reflection, which 
might prove both beneficial td myself find to the 
Stale. 

I {(flowed this advio^ of my friend, aild deferred 
the pr^entatlon of my plan until a future period. 
In the mean time I continued to perform my office- 
wHh patience, and traversed both towns and pro-^ 
ftoees in my usual way. This perpetual rambling 
from place to place affbrded me an opportunity of ae* 
quiring an accurate knowledge of the whole prind-' 
jsaiity and the adjacent countries ; -end that I might 
not fiiH'gei the remarks I had made upotimy journeys. 
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I wrote them down in the best style whereof I wsl 
master, and presented them all together in this state 
to the Prince, in a volume of a detent and respecta- 
ble thickness. 

I learned very quickly that this work was codoh 
pletely after the taste of His Serene Hfighness. He 
perused the book throughout with great attention, and 
after having recommended it to ihe Council of State, 
with an abundance of commendations, he determined 
on making use of my services to circumambulate, 
and make discoveries upon, the whole planet Nazar. 
I expected, however, a very different reward for the 
sleepless nights I had passed, and sighed out in 
silence the words of the poet : — 

** Merit, which everywhere should be protected. 
Is oft, alas 1 despised, and oft neglected/' 

' But as I always had a particular desire to see and 
jieax every thing that was new and strange in tibe 
world, and as I folly relied upon receiving a hand* 
some and extraordinary remuneration from this kind 
and b^ieficent Prince, on my return, I undertook 
the task with a kind of pleasure. 

Althoo^ the entire planet N€$zar is hanll|r 
twelve hundred miles in circumference, it neverth«-^ 
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less appears to the inhabitants, in consequence of 
their uncommonly slow gait, to be very large. On 
^s account there are many coimtries^ particularly 
the most remote ones, which are entirely unknown 
to them. No Potuite was able to perambulate the 
IStates of this planet in the space of two years ; while 
I, on the contrary, with the help of my nimble feet, 
could perform the journey in little more than a 
month. 

That which I in the beginning took the most to 
heart, was the fear of a difference in the language ; 
but I was consoled with the assurance, that the inha- 
bitants of the whdie planet, bow much soever they 
varied in manners and other respects, had but one 
language, and that the whole of the branch species 
was everywhere inoffensive, sociable, communica* 
tive, and hospitable, so that without the least danger 
I might travel whithersoever I pleased round about 
the entire globe. These accounts stimulated my 
propensity now still ihe more, and I sistout on my 
travels in the beginning of Poplar month. 

Everything which now follows will be found so 
v^onderful and marvellous, that a person might 
easily be induced to look upon ihem as mere phan- 
tlisies and poetical inventions ; particularly as the 
physical and moral diiferences which I noticed on my 



jouney wei^ icr greott tet, on figaring to our^elveg 
the distincttoii wUd> exl$t9 s^iaoog fhe great variety 
of people on our globe, whidi are fsituated 90 re* 
motely from each o&er, we are then able ooly to 
farm a very faint idea regarding tbeeame* Bat it must 
be Uiasn into oonsideratioiii liiat meet of the nations 
upon the planet Nazar are eeparated from eadi 
other by sonndg, seas, and oceans ; on aoeonnt of 
which, the globe appears like a kind of Arcbipe^ 
lago. The inhabitants cross these waters very 
larriy ; and Ute ferrymen wiito dwell on their mar- 
gins, are th^re solely fi>r the «ccoD:imod^ten <^ tra-^ 
velleni. The natives veiy $«9dom set their feet out 
of their own abodes^ a«id if they were obKgf^d aomei 
tifflea to cross the watear, tbey geoerally ha$tmed 
immediately back again, as they could not bear to 
Ure in a foreign country. Thus It is, that as many 
nations aa we find, so do we ateo find as many jmsm 
fiuhiona ami tastes. 

The prindpal cause of this great iaequallty mnat 
be songht ibr in the variety of nature, which is suffi-* 
ciently evinced by the many-coloured fields, the 
variomi soUs, plants, fruits, and heibs, yMi&x we ^d 
in every countiy . Is it to be wondered liit, tiiat in 
thia great variefy of soH and fruit there should be 
foond such inequality, and so opposite dislpositioM 
and mahncsa among the infaabitants ? In mx wbrld. 
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th^ ^iffH^QOe b^w^n the nmmum^^ wty of fUokiagi 
iy>loWf fprpiatim of the mind and body, of ibi^te*- 
niQtely scattered nations, is not so eonsideraMe ; 
for the soil being nearly the same in errety ywtbr^ 
€f cept in so far that one oonntry may be more feor^ 
tile than another — and the water, froits, and herbs, 
being of a very similar nature, sadbi heterogeneoos 
beings ppuld not possibly be here prodooed, as in tiie 
sabterraneous world, where every country is of an 
entirely peculiar nature. Foreigners are permitted 
to travel and trade in every part, but not to establish 
themselves, or fiz their residence an3r«irhere,t^tlil8 
being contrary to the constitutions of the different 
countries ; therefore al) the fomgnera that are met 
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with, are either traveUers or merchants. 

The provinces which immediately border on, and 
are a^ja^nt to, Potu, are almost aU of the same 
quality and condition in nature as thb pdneipality. 
The inhabitants of them, in ancient times, carried 
on some very bloody wars against the Potnites ; but 
now> on the contrary, they are ei&er ianllianoe 
with them, or they have submitted to their mild do^ 
minion* But as soon as one has carosaed tiie QretA 
ScNund which Afidea the whole planet, if I may so 
say, into two parts, completely new fiishians, as 
well as entirely dilTerent species of animals, which 
are unlinown to the Potnites, ase impedktely 
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dbservable. TheoDlypropeitiesy whicbtdltheiiilia* 
Mtants of the planet possess in common^ are reason, 
tiieir tree*like form, and the same language. On 
Hbm acooont tiavelling is by no means difficnlt ; and 
flie less sOy as the inhabitants^ by reason of the great 
mnltitade of fordgn travellers and merchants who 
pass throng the provinces, are accostomed to see 
very different kinds of beings, which are even en- 
tirely dissimilar in themselves. 

. I think it necessary to remind my readers of all 
tills beforehand, in order that they should not be 
offended at the following narrative, and k)ok upon 
it as an ordinary, or extraordinary, tale tdd by the 
master of a ship. 

It would be too long and too tedious to enumerate, 
in historical order, every thing great and small that 
I met with on my travels ; therefore, to avoid thb 
nseless prolixity, I will confine myself to describii^ 
tiiose nations which appeared to me the most pe-^ 
euliar and uncommon, and in whose manners and 
natural dispositions I discovered so much of the 
extraordinary and wonderful, that the planet vA^oseor 
appeared to me deserving of a place among the 
wonders of the creation. 

I everywhere observed, that Oie whole of the 
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tn»4bllar difered t«i7 littie in politeness, judg- 
OMBt^and gravity, from the Potuites ; bat in cnstomsr 
manners, faeoHles of the inand, and eonfommtion of 
the body, I found them so various, that every pro- 
vteee appeared to me to be a new worlds 

In Qm»»9 the Sfst province we asrfive in 
irfter orosemg the Sound, the inhabitants, who are 
all oaks, experience no bodily infirmities or mck« 
nesB ; bat attain to the greatest age, in perfect and 
eonttmial health. These people aeea&ed to me, in 
the beginning, to be flie happiest of all living 
ereatores; bat I <piiddy perceived, in tlie slight 
kiercoorse I had with them, that I was in con-* 
siderable error. I saw correctly enough, that no 
one among them was dejected or troubled ; but, ctk 
the otfier side, neither did I observe any one either 
lovial or glad« In the same manner ^t ^ tnost 
serene frrmament and the softest air make no im* 
pramoB upon us, unless we previously exp^rienoe 
snow, and rain, and sleet, and tempests, so have 
these trees no eonoq>tion ot flieir happiness, be- 
cause it is never intomipted ; and are incapable of 
pesedving tbait they are healthy, because they aie 
never sick. They p|»s away their lives in con- 
tinual health ; but at the same time in constant in- 
difference. Every good, which is enjoyed vrithout 
intonqptioo, wearies in tte long ran, andto enjoy 

L 
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fidly tto sweets Md pteMnree of life, it is neoeMUf 
and essential tliat we sometitnes taste its btttenL 
I can safely say, ttiat among no pec^Ie did I ever 
iiBd. so little civility, politeness, and good^natnve, 
so algid, inanimate, and stiff conversation and inter- 
course, as among ttiis. It is a nation wittiont any 
^ce; bat which one Can neither love nor hate, 
where Ho dS^ces are committed, and wh^e no 
benevolence or complaisance is to be met with ; in 
short, where nothing is found that can displease, 
and nothing itet is completely agreeable. As, by 
reason of the continual health wbidi they ^oy , they 
never have the opportunity of seeing any deceased 
persons, and as they are never moved to pity or com- 
passion at the sufferings of a fellow-creatare, they 
pass away their v^hole life-time in a perfectly in* 
Sensible quiet and repose, and vrithont the least par- 
ttdpcftion in the fate of their brethren ; so that not 
file smallest trace of charity, pity, or beneficence, is 
to be {bond among tbem. We, on tiie contrary, 
who l^ means of sickness are remiiuled of oat 
mortality, and are continually exhorted to hold our- 
selves in reiadiness for our last journey, learn, by 
oi}r own sufferings and torments, to have pity 
and compassion upon others. I had, in that 
country, evident demonstration how far sick- 
ness and the danger of death contribute to reci-» 
pfocal affsetion, gaiety, and cheerfulnessy in the 



intercourse witii o«fr feHow-<^eSBrtiires ; «ml Kbw'un- 
just we are in mnrmuring at our -Creator, because 
we appear to be bom to all these sufferings, which 
«re of such essential service to us, and are attended 
with the hq^piest GonsequenoeB, 

These oaks are nevertheless subject to sidcnesB, 
Hke all other trees, as soon as they arrive in any 
strange place. I believe for this reason, — that this 
advairtage of health, if it may be called an ad- 
vantage, ought solely to be attributed to the air 
and the provisions of the conntry . 

The province Lalak^ whidi is called by the sur- 
name MaskaUa, or the ffappy, appeared to accord 
^th this appellaiion. Every thing there came 
forth spontaneously, vrithout the lea«t help of art 
It was neither necessary to plough nor to sow in 
that extremely fertiM region; in short, I acquired, 
during my stay here, a thorough knowledge of tbis 
land of bliss, 

TVMcb milk and honey in abundance yields. 
That flow in streams through groves and fertile fieldsi 
In streams whose banks are deck'd with melons rare. 
And beauteous strawbefries without compare ; 
Where adamantine rocks, in Heu of vines, 
Yield choice, nectareousi and delicious wioes> 

l2 
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Thalpoiif .in golden ttreflfln*— O splendid ngbt I 

Down into resenroin of crystal bright ; 

Wliicli in the rerdant dales, in rosy bowers, 

Bxhanstless stand, bedeck'd with fragrant flowers, 

Where all, protected from the noontide heat. 

May cheer their spirits in a cool retreat. 

No finer fruit than here is found, I trow, 

Was ever seen on Eden's trees to grow ; 

Of taste delicious, and of beauteous hue,^ 

The like, perhaps, was never brought to yiew. 

In great luxuriance vegetate these trees. 

From which you pluck the fruit whene'er you please ; 

And everywhere is savory pottage seething, 

The fumes whereof will nearly stop your breathing. 

While pullets, ready picked, descend in lots. 

And plunge into the Jasper^seething-pots. 

Now from the woods spring young and tender hares. 

Nor dog, nor gun, nor yet the wiry snares. 

Are ever wanted to secure your game — 

So gentle, so domestic, and so tame. 

Are all those timid animals, God wot, 

As though' theyM just come from the seething- pot; 

For ready cookM they come, betray no fears, 

And spring upon your dish, — all volunteers: 

And roasted woodcocks, pheasants, snipes^ and larks. 

And finer game than e^er was found in parks. 

Come in abundance, just to suit your wishes. 

All self-produced, on splendid porcelain dishes. 

A sugar-snow, when this is ended, falls. 

And soon assumes a form of little balls ; 

It rains then lemon-juice, and in a trice 

The BUgar^now is crystallized to ice. 



Then puddings, tarts, and also ftnits we candy, 
Presenrea of all sorts, likewise cherry-brandy. 
Before yon place themselvesy-^each seems to g^reet ye, 
And seems to say, in silence, come and eat me. 
Then all the birds, that are not roasted, sing 
Their charming songs, which make the thickets ring 
With solos, dnets, and with roices three, 
Then in grand choms, all extempore. 
Of these good things, the traveller, when he will, 
- Partakes, enjoys, and e«ts and drinks his fllL 

But these extraordinary advantages tend not, in 
the least degree, to make the inhabitants more happy 
than any body else. For, as fhey have no occasion 
to work for their snpport, th6y sleep away their 
lives in sloth and indolence, and are a£9icted with a 
mnltitade of disorders. They have worms and cor- 
mptions in their bodies, and most of them come to 
a premature death. 

The state of this country gave me an opportunity 
of making divers philosophical reflections ; among 
others, it entered my head to contemplate the con- 
dition of this nation, in which I discovered that the 
servants and day-labourers, in certain ways, are 
much more happy than those people who never 
have occasion to concern themselves about their 
daily bread, and for that reason give themselves up 
to inaction, sluggishness, and sensuality. 
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They wbo are always fated, always must,-** 
In spite of ev'ry xest that art can giTey~ 
Feel nothing short of loathing and diagmtr 
If in an ever-lasting feast they live. 
The Inxnries of life, if we ei\ioy 
Too nnrestrain^d, at length we^re sure to find, 
Tiiat they onr ev'ry sense too soon will doy. 
Emaciate the hody, tunt the giind. 

Hence originato the wumnoaa ¥ile plani, tfie 
desperate deaigns, and frequmit suicides^ which are 
liere in vogae. For the prodigality in which ^ey 
perpetaally Iive> destroys, in every sense, all the 
finer enjoyments and transports of life, and begets 
in their steady in every body, disgust and weariness 
of existence* Thns I found that this country, which 
I imagined to be a paradise, was the silent babita-* 
tion of melancholy, mnch more deserving of pity 
than envy; and considered, therefore, that ^ 
sooner I quitted it the better. 

Adjoining to this nation Bes the kingdom ef 
Mardaky the inhabitants of whidi are all (^presses, 
of uniform shape, if we except their eyes, wlncfa 
are very dijETerent. Some have oval eyes, othem 
square, some have them very small, and others 
again so large that they cover the whole forehead. 
Some are bom with two, others with three, and 
others with four eyes* Ther^ are evep sono^ tbait 
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have only one eye, whom one might be inclined to 
look upon as the evident desoendants of the Te«- 
nowned Polyphemas, if it were not placed in the 
nape of the neck. They are for this reason divided 
Into certain stocks or lineage^, according to the 
different number and form of their eyea, the names 
whereof are as follow : 

1. NagiH^ or those who have oval eyes, — ^to 
whom, therefore, all objects appear of an oval 

2. Naquiri^ whose eyes are square. 

3. Talamfdy who have vfeiy small eyes. 

" 4. JarakUy with two eyes ; flie one of which is 
always a little more askew than the other, 

5. Mekanktj with three eyes. 

6. Tarasukiy with four eyes. 

7. Harramba^ whose eyes occupy the whole 
forehead. And lastly, 

8. Skodolkif who have only one eye, and that in 
the nape of the neck. 

The most numerous and the most powerful 
race among these tribes, is that of the Nagirij ot 
those who have oval eyes, and to whom, conse* 
qnently, all things appear under an oval form. 
The Regents, Senators, and Priest*, are always 
elected of this tribe^ These only manage the 
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alittirB of statei and admit no person of tt^ other 
t^Iasses to fill any public employm^it, unless be 
acknowledge that a certain tablet, which is placed 
in the highest part of the Temple erected far honour 
vT the Sun, appears to him also of an oval shi^y 
and attest the same on oatb^ 

This tablet is the most sacred in the Mardakite 
religion. Many upright and virtnoBtf borghers, 
"who have a great aversion to perjury, never, for 
that reason, obtain any hononrabl e post, and are 
continually exposed to all possible ignominy, re- 
proach, and persecution. It avails nothing, their 
excusing, and endeavouring to justify, themselves, by 
defending the belief fliey ought to have in thekr 
own eyes ; on the contrary, they only thereby in* 
volve themselves in actions at law, and that which 
is a natural defect, is lahi to their charge as mm^ 
chief and contumacy. The oath to whidi those 
who are desirous of being preferred to any office 
must subscribe, is of the following tenor : 



C( 



KiM Manaska Quihompu Miriac Jakku Me* 
simbru Caphani Orukkia Manaskar Quebria^ 



i 



TBANSLATION. 

^' I swear, that the sacred tablet, placed in the 
Temple of the Sun, appears to me of an^val shape, H 
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and I promise to maintatn tbfs q)inioii antil the 
lart moment of my esktenoe." 

At soon as a person has Uken this oath, be h re- 
ceived in the tribe of the Nagiri, and is eligible for 
any poet of honour that he may dKX>8e to sae for. 

The day after my arrival, as I was wdUng 
about the market-place, to divert myself a little, and 
pass away the time, I perceived an old man whom 
HkBy were condactingto a place to be somrged. 
A prodigions moltitade of cjrpresses followed, 
and loaded him with reproadbfol epithets and sar- 
casms. I inquired d what crime he was guilty ; 
and was aaiswered, that he was a heretic, who bad 
publicly declared that the TaUet of the Sun ap> 
peared to him to be square, and that, notwithetand- 
ing divers admonitions, he still remained obstinate, 
and pertinaciously defended this dangerous and 
mischievous opinion. * 

I repaired immediately to the Temple of the 
Sun, m order to ascertain whether my own eyes 
were orthodox or not ; and as the sacred tablet 
really appeared to me to be square, I told my land- 
lord, who had lately been appointed churchwarden 
io the town, candidly, what I thought. He heaved 
a deep sigh on this occasion, and adcnowledged, in 
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viftioA Bboidd foe traaMitiiere wUliso moeh rigour; 
for, if I remeaibef right, yoo yoiuraelf telated, ttittt 
tjiere are, in most of tlie Enropoan States, oettain 
ruling stoeks or tribes^ who, becaiise of ai pecidlar 
and natural defect in their visual organs or under- 
standing, persecute Ute others with Are and sword ; 
and yet you extolled these violent measures, as veiy 
jHons regulations, and highly beneficial to the 
State." I quickly remarked the drift of this rub, 
and immediately blushed deeply! From that 
time, I always judged those who were apt to err, 
with much less severity^ and was oootinnally 
clamorous for toleration. 

The principality of Kimal is considered, in con- 
sequence of its immense ridbes, the most powerful 
of any State upon this planet ; for, besides the large 
silver-mines, which are very numerons, there is col- 
lected yearly, from the rivers, a great quantity of 
gold dust, and the sea, near the coasts, almost every 
where abounds in pearls. But on a closer and more 
acciirate examination (tf the condition of this country, 
I discovered that happiness was fisff from consisting 
in riches ; for the greatest part of the inhabitants 
were either miners, gold-refiners, or pearl-fishers^ 
who, condemned to that unworthy and disgrac^ul 
thraldom, rummaged both the earth and the sea for 
the sake of sordid lucre. Those who are not en*- 
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gaged iii fliis emploTment, keep W8^ over fbe 
treasnre that is collected. The whole country is so 
fall of robbers, that it h unsafe^ and almost impos* 
Bible, to travel withoat well-anned guides. 

Tberd itno day kept hare lo sacred, hut 

The SUB, wben lie his eye doth ttom it turn away. 

Doth also turn his iaoe from souie base action. 

Violence, fraud, and theft, are here in rogue : 

By rapine only doth this nation lire. 

And for his kinsman, here no one is safe ; 

Nor can a guest, in soft tranquillity, 

Bepose secure beneath his landlord's roof. 

Brothers lurk in ambush for each other's life ; 

And eagerly the son doth count each step 

His aged father taketh towards the grave. . 

Ko trace of virtue in this land is found ; 

And Astrea, of all the &ir celestials. 

Was herself the last to quit, full horror-stricken. 

This bloodHBoak'd, vice-replenish'd earth. 

In consequence, this people, who are looked upon 
by all their neighbours with a jealous eye, are much 
more deserving of compassion than of being envied* 
Because fear, suspicion, envy, and jealousy, rage in 
eveiy bosom, the one looks continually upon the 
other as his enemy who watches his opulency ; so 
that terror, anguish of mind, sleepless nights, and 
^ pallid countenances, are the only fruits of that feli- 

city for which the principality of Kimal is distin- 
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jgoished^ I travelled, therefore, with much anxiety 
and difficulty, through this country; for at every 
tumpike-gate, and every stage, at which I arrived, I 
Mras obliged to furnish the guard, which was there 
in attendance, with my name, the place of my birth, 
the reason of my journey, and such like ; so that I, 
in shwt, was exposed to all the unpleasantness and 
vexations to ^ich a traveller is subject in a sus- 
picious country. In this principality there is one 
volcano, which perpetually throws forth the subter* 
ranean burning lava in prodigious streams. 

As soon as I had quitted this country, the peram- 
bulation whereof I found the most difficult and 
troublesome upon the whole journey, I continued 
my course always toward the East I met every 
where with sociable, communicative, and polite^ but 
at the same time very extraordinary, pec^e ; but at 
none did I marvel so much as at the inhabitants of 
the very small State of Quambqfay (which was, if I 
may so say, inverted completely in Its nature. The 
older, for example, a person was, the more w^ he 
dissolute, debauched, and licentious ; so that rash- 
ness, incontinence, and the vices which otherwise 
we are accustomed to find only in youth, there 
increased with age. For that reason, no one, in 
tbat State, is intrusted with an office, unless he be 
nnder forty years ; for as soon as he has attained to 
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1&«t age, be* is kKdced apoti as a wlld^ impiM^nt 
vauc^-box) 

Wbo, for his condnet, oft u mads to »kip 
From ladiea givftn with his nama's whip. 

I saw old men, whose beads were grey with age, 
in tbe streets, playing at hop^scotf and in the squares 
and markets amusing themselves with the game of 
prisoner's^base. 

Here one is seen to build, all in his glory, 
A hottie (^ciurdsy high three* or fbur story ; 
Another watching him, then, in a^trice. 
Blows down the house that he has built so nice. 
Some here are seen at play with children's balls. 
And others cheapening ginger-bread at stalls ; 
^Sometimes they pkty a game, where eggs they roll ; 
And sfMnetiinesDMney< pitch into a hole. 
At ev*ry boyish game they're seen, and el^e 
They're oft engaged in playing hide and seek : 
And matrons too, with dolls, are oft seen tripping 
Across the fields ; next sportively are skipping. 
And hoary -headed husbands pleased you see, 
T!o shoot with pop^guns made of elder-tree. 
Their spdvta they all enjoy in this strange spot,**^ 
•Some ride on 'Sticks full galloip, some fall trot. 

^ The boys^asth^' passed, wotild oft reprofi^ tfasM 
old peo]de, and would 'not unfrequently lash ttem 
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hqmB to their cbOdreo. I lemember <moe to h«ve 
seen a decrepit old man, who was spinning a top in 
the market-place, and that it was related to me, that 
he, in his youth) was a parlioalalrly grave and sober- 
minded personage, and filled the highest situation 
in Ihe supreme CotmciL 

This inverted order of nature isohserrable in both 
sexes* A yowAg persim, who married a very old 
woman, wa8» for that reason, everywhere told he 
would wear boms, ornaments which, on the con-> 
trary, with us, an old man <mly, who talses a young 
girl in marriage, is afraid of having placed on his 
forehead* I found once even two very emaciated 
old men in the market-|dace fighting a dud ; and 
when I expressed my great surprise and astonish- 
ment at this extraordinary vivacity and ardour, 
which were manifest in these men, so advanced in 
age, and inquired the cause of the duel, I was 
answered, that a dispute had arisen between them 
respecting a woman of a very loose and libidinous 
character, to whom they both laid claim. It was 
also added, that they certainly would get a sound 
£bg^ng from.tbeir superiors, in case the dissolute 
pranks and tricks of these old fellows should come 
io their knowledge. The sane afternoon it was 
lekted, that an old lady of distinction bsd httoged 
beni^f in a state of despondency^ for the nBiso of a 
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yofing beecb-tree, from whooi she bad received a 
denial. 

This inverted order of nature requires naturally 
inverted laws. No one is, therefore, by that seotion 
of the law which treats on guardianship, allowed to 
have charge of his own effects or estates, unless be be 
under forty years of age ; and no contract between 
persons above that age is considered valid, unless it 
be signed and ratified by their guardians or cloldiefi. 
In the chapter on subordination the words are: 
** Old men and old women shall be dutiful and 
obedient to their children.** Placemen always re- 
ceive their discbarge from office a little before they 
attain the age of forty, as they are then dedared 
minors by the Council, and are delivered over to tbe 
superintendence and management of their youqg 
kinsfolk. I considered it, therdbre, not advisable 
to remain too long in that country, where I, in tb^ 
course of ten years, according to their laws, should 
be condemned to become a child again. When I 
liad finished my journey, I compared this people's 
condition with the way of life and the regulations 
which we have here above, where numbers, in their 
manhood, think and write like philosophers, but 
who, in their old age, hunt eagerly after riches^ 
empty titles, and other illusive fooleries. This 
comparison reconciled me, in some degree, again 
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v^ the QuambofaicmSf and taagbt me not to have 
so contemptible an opinion of them, as I in the 
beginning had entertained. 

In the kingdom of Kokleku, they have a custom 
which is not less wrong and injarionS) and which 
cannot fail to be strongly reprobated by every Euro- 
pean. The inversion in this custom is not the fault 
of nature, but is solely to be attributed to the laws. 
The inhabitants are all Juniper-trees of both sexes ; 
but the males are ; only employed in affairs of the 
kitchen, and other insignificant drudgery. In time 
of war, they are regularly taken into the military 
service, but they are seldom more than common 
soldiers; and only very few rise as high as 
the rank of ensign. This post is the highest 
that any male tree, in this State, can ever hope to 
arriw at. To the females, on the contrary, are 
confided the most important, as well civil as eccle- 
siastical and military, oflSces. I had, but a short 
time before, blamed the Potnites, because they, in 
the distribution of employments, did not give one 
sex the preference over the other; but this nation 
appeared to me completely unnatural and firantic. 
I was not able by any means to comprehend the 
filnggish inaction of the male sex, that it, in spite of 
its superiority in bodily strength, should patiently 
bear this despicable* yoke ; and, during so many 
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centnrieg, should have sidkred fldngs to go on in 
their old coarse ; for it woald natarally have been 
an easy matter for them to throw off the yoke, if they 
had either desire or courage so to do ; but the ancient 
costom had so a>tnjdetel7 lolled Hiem to sleep, fliat 
it never entered the head of any one to vetatni^^ iS6 
take the least step in order to wrest themselves frcm 
these disgracefifl trammels I they believed -that na-* 
tare had so ordained it, that the females shonld nie 
the State, arid fitat the males shocdd wettte, cook, 
knit, spin, sweep and cle^m the rboofis, and get 

plenty of stripes into ihe bargain. 

■ ' . ' 

The females founded their claim to dominion, upon 
the great bodily strength of the males, upon their 

stronger muscles, and upon the adaption of their 

' * ... 

limbs to the more laborious 'work. Henee it is 
ieviderit, they maintain, that nature has destined 
them obly to that ivfaicb is performed by strength of 
body. 

Fbreigners -were surprised^ on entering ttsy 
bouse, to find the iiii6tress in the study, and su^ 
rounded by papers up tb her ears, while the mailer 
was bustHng' dbotit in Ihcf kitchen, and bttsy in 
scouring potsahd pans. ' And^ to which house 
soeveir I went, 'and desired to speak to the master^ 
I was certain of being showii ihto the kitchen. 



168 

When one was hafeklng meat, another waahing ; 
One tumM the apit, another dnmplinga made ; — 
'Mongat dishes, pots, and stew-pans, what a clashing! 
Each trembling there, the surly dame obeyed. 

I observed divers afflicting and sorrowfiil eflfeets 
of this most preposterous custom. In the same 
mamiear as one meets with, for example, in other 
plaiees, wanton and lewd females, who bring their 
chastity to market, and trade with tiieir charms, 
young fellows and men are here met with, who 
m^e a practice of disposing of their nights ; and for 
this purpose they hire certain habitations, the 
signs and inscriptions whereof show in what articles 
fhey deal. But as this trade is generally carried 
on here much too impudently and too publicly, 
these lascivious menfolks are frequently appre- 
hended, {Hit into prison, and scourged in the same 
manner as the c6mmon prostitutes are wtth us. 
Women end young girls can, on the contrary, with- 
out the least detriment to their good name and 
reputation^ walk the streets, nod and wink at the 
m^oUi», stare at them hard in the &ce, chirp witii 
the lips, 'Whistle, call pst! chuck thein under the 
cUn, take them round the neck, pull and pinch 
than, paint obscene figures and write immodest 
language in the public arcades, and play up as 
many pranks ^ they please. They relate, with- 
out any person being disgusted with them, their 

m2 
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obscenity and lewdness^ and take etate npon tfaem- 
selvesy as though they had gained so many vic- 
tories ; even as the little gentlemen boast and brag 
among us with their ribaldry of the ladies, whose 
fomlliarity and confidence (very often only a box on 
the ear) they have enjoyed. No female is here in 
the least blamed, at besieging the yonng men 
with amatory verses, billets-doux, and pre- 
sents: but a youth, on such an occasion, always 
behaves himself in ia cool, indifferent, and very 
modest manner; as it is repugnant to decescy 
and decorum, for a man to cdnsent immediately to 
what a young girl may desire. 

During the time that I resided in ihdt country, 
there was a great tumult and uproar regarding the 
son of a certain senator, who was ravished by a 
young lady. She was spoken of and c^isured. for 
this abominable affair in every place one came to, 
and the young man's friends virhispered and mat- 
tered it everywhere, that an •action at law would 
be entered against the ^irl, and that by the next 
Consistory she would; cejrtainly be condemned, and 
obliged, in order to save his honour and repair his 
injured reputation, to marry him ; particularly smce 
it could be proved, by the clearest evidence, that 
the youth was of irreproachable character, and had 
always led a virtuous life, before she seduced him. 
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happy Europe ! exclaimed I on this occasion, 
and O) in particular^ thrice happy France^ — and 
thrice happy England ! where the weakre sex are* 
In complete accordance with their name, and where 
the women obey so implicitly the commands of 
their husbands, that they appear much more like 
machines or automatons, than beings endued with 
a jfree will ! 

1 ventured not, as long as I resided among these 
Juniper-trees, to defame or slander publicly this 
inverted custom ; but as soon as I had quitted the 
capital, I mentioned to several persons, that it was 
entirely repugnant to common sense; as it was 
dear, from the general law of nature, and the com-i 
mon assent and approbation of all nations, that 
the male sex was destined to be employed in, 
difficult and important occupattons. But they in- 
sisted that I confounded customs and regulations 
with nature, and that the alleged imbecility in the 
female sex ought solely to be attributed to their edu- 
cation ; which the State of this country particularly 
showed, since it was found that virtues and mental 
gifts were possessed by the females, which the 
males in other places arrogated entirely to them- 
selves. And it is a matter of fact, that the 
Kokkkuitish ladies are in general modest, serious, 
discreet, constant, and reserved ; whil^ the men, on 



the contrary^ aie flcUe, addle-headed, raab, and 
loqaadonsy For which reaaon, wb^i any thing 
tery absnrd is related, it is a common jNroyerb to 
say — TAa/ is the baibUng of the -menfojki ; and 
in case any thing is nnd^rtaken with too mxi^ 
precipitance, and withoat matore reflection, it is 
remarked — We must fnake allowance for the m* 
beciUty of the menfolks. Bat I could not acqoiesoa 
in these reasons, and was satisfied in reprobating 
the constitution of the State, as inverted and entirely 
repugnant to nature. The mortifications which 
this female superciliousness awoke in me, was 
the cause of the unfortunate proposition that I 
made on my return to Potu, and which brought 
upon my shoulders a thousand troubles and vexa- 
tions, regarding which I shallhereafter, in a proper 
place, make some mention. 

Among the most magnificent buildings in this 
dty was the Queen's Harem, in which there were 
three hundred extraordinarily handsome men and 
youths, who were maintained at the- Queen's own 
cost, for her pleasure and diversion. On my learn* 
ing that my shape and figure ijtogether were bigUy 
praised by many females, I betook myself in the 
greatest haste to prosecuting my journey, for fear I 
should be impressed into Her Majesty's service ; and 

Fear gave wings to my feet. 
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AdjolDing to this ktAgdom {& thp * Land of, Phi^\ 
kiBopAens, a^ the kidabitants, who bavj^ app^eil 
the9Kielv«^ deeply tor the study pf phiU3B0pb|r'a9cl 
the higher 8aieQQe9,;CttU it I bnriKt w^ desire to 
aeetbiGi realniy which I Imiigiiied tnuat certainly her 
the tra^ abode of the Mttses, imd the penjtreof all* 
knowledge; and expeeted not to see fields and 
ibeadows, bat 

One only yast, immeasurable «ea. 

Where art with nature is not in dispute, 

But where they both embrace, and dwell in peace. 

' With my head full of thisr jmaginatipn, I hastened 
with all speed towards this Upgdom^ find jcotmted 
erery minute on the Way. I gc^^ on: this oceasibn^ 
both besmeared and nkerated legs ; f<^i the roads 
through the comitry 'were very stony a^d full of 
holes, and were so sundered by ditdie^'and 
marshes, that I was obliged sometimes to tratnp 
oter heaps of stonee, and then agai^ to tmdge ; 
thrdtt^ deep morasses, as no wbeire. was. there a. 
bridge to be found* . But I boldly endured and 
aunnoimted all. these 4i{lcnlt}es^ when I r$fl0cted 
on whaet awaited me, well knowing that the way to 
the kingdom of Heaven is not strewed with looses/ 
When I had been painfollf toiling, an^ combating 
my waythtou^^ for about the space of an hour, 
I met a peasant, and itsked bim how far I had still 
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to go^ before I reached MaskatOa^ or the Land of 
Pkilaaophers ? '* Yoa ought rather to ask," said 
be, << how far yoa have to go, before joa get oat of 
it again ; for yon are now jast in the midet of it" 
I was vastly astonished at this information, saying, 
<* How is it, then, that tliis country, which is ia» 
habited by nobody but philosophers, shodld be more 
like a haunt for wild beasts, than a cuttivated and 
inhabited kingdom ? " " Ay ! " answered he, " it 
will shortly assume a better appearance, when the 
inhabitants only once have a little leisure to attend 
to such like bagatelles. For the present, we must 
excuse their suffering the fields and meadows to 
remain untouched, as they have something very 
sublime and celestial in their heads, and are speco- 
lating on discovering a way up to the sun. No 
man can blow his porridge and sip it at the same 
time." I understood immediately what this pea'*^ 
sant, who was allowed to be very cunning, meant 
to say; I therefore continued to trudge forward^ 
and at length arrived at the capital, which is. called 
CoBca. At and under the gate-way of the city, by 
which I entered, instead of a guard, I perceived a 
number of hens, geese, birds'-nests, and cobwelwL 
Through the streets, I saw promiscuously walking, 
herds of swine and philosophers, which were only 
to be distinguished from each other by their form ; 
for the latter were equally besmeared and filthy^ 
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wltb tbe former. All the philosq)her8 wore a sort 
of cloak or gown ; but of what [colour I was not 
able to discern, as it was impossible to discoyer it 
throngh so much dnst and filth as were hanging 
npon them. I stopped before one of these sages, 
who, quite entranced and absorbed in contem- 
plation, ran directly against me. *' I beg your 
pardon. Sir!" said I, ^^ may I ask the name 
of this cily ? " He remained immoveable for a 
length of time in a standing position, with his eyes 
closed, as if his immortal part had taken leave of 
bil; body ; but came at last again to himself, and 
answered with a look towards heaven — *^ It is not 
far from mid-day." This unseasonable answer, 
which betrayed a perfect insensibility and inat- 
tention, proved to me, that it was much more ad- 
visable to study with moderation, than to become 
deranged from too great a store of learning. I 
p^ietrated fisurther into the city, in order to see 
whether I could not find any other people or rational 
ammais, than philosophers. In the market-place, 
which was very large^ I observed several columns 
and pillars standing, on which were many inscrip- 
tions. I approached one of these columns, to try 
whether I could read and understand what I saw 
there written ; but while I was standing and spell- 
ing the words, I felt my back get suddenly vmrm, 
and perceived, at the same time, that it was com- 
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pleteljr wet. I tanied me round, to. asoefftafn firom 
what source fik>wed this wann stream, andpereeiv^ 
a philosopher, who, without the least o^e^ipny^Wte 
performiog that against ipy ]t>acb; wjiicb dogs are 
accustomed to do against mile-stones. and coad* 
posts. Being absorbed' in thouglit, he too^ m^ fer 
a p&lar, against which he was in the bal^ ot per- 
forming that <^ke. Iwasso much exasperated at ^Us 
infamous trick, particularly as Bi9 Highkarnedn^H 
laughed immoderately at my sm^nrise and condtttdo^ 
that I gave bim a violent box on the ear* Btfit on 
receiving this, he rushed upon me like a fuiioos 
madman, seized me by the hair, and .in despite of 
all my crying and bawling; he dragged me round 
the market-place. On perceiving that hili '^ratb 
Wias not Hkely to be appeased, I put myself id 
a posture of defence, and gave like for like) or a 
Roland for his Oliver ; so thi^t our receipts, and dis- 
bursements kept pretty well on a pdr, uhtil we at 
length, after a desperate, conflict, b6th foil down 
exhausted upon the fteld. of battle. 

At the sight of this, an' immense tauUttud^ of jAi* 
losophers came runnilig to us. Thej fell iipon me 
like madmen, cudgelled tod beat e^ery li£nb of me 
with their sticks aod denched fistd^ tod drugged me, 
half dead, by &e hair, round 'dbout the market. 
Notsatisfiedy but tired and weary "with beating 
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Hie, tiiey at last ddndqcted me to a large bofldbig; 
and as I there, with both my feet against the door- 
way, pushed^ and kicked, and straggled with all my 
might and main, against being taken in, they 
8li]^ed a rope round my neck, and dragged me, 
like .a sqaeaking .pig, into a large haU, where they 
laid me on my back in the middle of the floor. 
£v«rytbing was lying here topsy-tarry in a pro* 
ipisqaoas way, so that the place had the semblance 
of the inside of a hoase just before quarter-day, 
when people . are busy removing, and all sorts of 
utensils, tubs, and other household furniture, are 
thrown in disorder one upon another. I began now 
to supplicate these sages to set bounds to their 
wrath, and show their compassion ; representing to 
tbem, how unbecoming it was for the lovers oi 
wisdom to be furious, like wild beasts, and com- 
pletely give way to those passions, against which 
they themselves so often fulminated from their 
pui^ts* But my prayers and representations 
were entirely fruitless* The philosopher, who had 
made water against my back, began the conflict 
anew, beat me as though he were striking upon an 
^mHi and continued to cuff me, poor wretch! so 
long, that it seemed as if he would not be appeased 
until be had taken away my life. I was now con- 
vinced that no wrath or anger could be compared 
with i^ilosophicai vehemence, and that th€t teachers 
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of virtae are far from being identified vrifh the 
practisers of it ; for, 

The more he cuffed, the more kept toiling^, 
The more his blood and spleen kept boiling^. 

At length four other phik^sophers, whose gowns 
showed they belonged to afaother sect, entered the 
ball. They seemed to have pity and compassion 
on me, and by means of hand and voice, put a stop 
to the fury of the others. After that, they took some 
of the persons who were ill-using me aside, whis- 
pered something in their ears, and conducted me 
away to another house. I was heartily glad at having 
escaped from the clutches of these banditti, and got 
again among decent and honest people ; to whom I 
related, with much amplification, the circumstances 
that had given rise to all this confusion. They 
laughed heartily on this occasion, which they called 
a droll and diverting adventure, and told me that 
the philosophers, whenever they walked across 
the market-place, were in the habit, in certain 
cases of emergency, of stopping at these pillars ; 
and that my antagonist, in all probability, being 
completely [absorbed in his philosophical - con- 
templations, had taken me for one of them. 
They mentioned to me, at the same time, that he 
was a particularly renowned astronomer ; and that 
the others, who had attacked and beat me so un- 
mercifully, were all professors of moral philosophy. 
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As I now thought myself in perfedt safety, I 
listened with much pleasure to all they related to 
me. Meanwhile, I cannot however, deny that 
the attention with which they surveyed my form, 
raised some scruples in my mind; as also the many 
interrogations and inquiries which they made con- 
earning my birth-place» way of life, the reason of 
my journey, and such-like, seemed not to ptognos- 
ttoate much good to me. 

- But when they locked me up in a kind of ana- 
tomical theatre, where I saw a vast heap of bones 
and dead bodies, which filled the place with an 
intolerable stink, I was near giving up the ghost 
from fear and anxiety. I should have thought that 
I had descended into a lurking-hole for thieves, if 
a number of surgical instruments, which I perceived 
hanging against the walls, had not, in some measure, 
allayed my dreadful apprehensions ; as I concluded 
from this circumstance, that mine host must cer- 
tamly be a doctor. When I had been pining in 
this prison for the space of about half an hour, the 
lady; of the house entered, and brought .me some 
dinner, whidi she had prepared with her own hands. 
She appeared to me particularly polite and cour- 
teous, but looked very anxiously at me, and si^ed 
continually. I inquired the cause of her aflBiction ; 
and she aos^i^ed me, that she sighed but to think 
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of tbe fate which awaited me. -< Toa are, nndoitbt- 
ediy/' said she, '< among decent and honest people; 
for my hnsband, who inhabits this hoase, is phy- 
sician to the Corporation and doctor of medicine, 
and the others whom yon saw were his colleagnest 
bat yonr extraordinary form has so mnch excited 
their wonder and admiration, that Ihey have lesbtred 
on taking your internal conformation into minnte 
consideration, and dissecting you, in order to se^ 
i^ether they can discover any thing new in your 
incMe, which may afford some elucidation to ana- 
tomy.'' This information was like a thunder-clap 
to me; I gav<e a loud shriek, and exclaimed, 
'< How can you call those decent and honest people. 
Madam, who are not in any wise serapulous about 
anatomizing their neighbours ?'' — 

'* Yotir fingev place upon your lips, and know 
The soil on which yoii stand^'-^ 

said she. '< The people into whose hands you have 
feHen, are very honest, and have, m^ely for the 
sake of enlightening tbehr understandmg and im* 
proving their knowledge, resolved on this opera-" 
tion." I replied, that I had a thousand times 
rather be let loose among banditti, than be anato* 
mized by the most honest and di^oent people in the 
universe ; threw myself at her feet, afld supplicated 
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her, wbile k flood of tears ran down my cbeekst to 
intercede and obtain mercy for me. " My inter- 
cession," replied she, "will avail you but very 
little, against the decision of the whole faculty, who 
are .not in the habit of revoking their decrees; but 
I will . endeavour to isave your Ufe by other 
means«" Wfa^n she had uttered these words, she 
took me by the hand, led me out at a back door, 
and acdompanied ine, whilst I trembled all i}ie 
time like an, aspda^lea^ as lar as the gate of the 
city* 

Being now desirous of taking leave of her, and 
endeavouring, which was no more than right, to 
testify' to her my gratitude in the most lively ex-i 
pressions, sh^ suddenly, interrupted me, by saying 
that it was not her intention to leave me, until she 
saw me in perfect safety. As I did not oppose her 
in this, she continued to attend me. 

While we thus proceeded slowly on together, she 
related a good deal to me concerning the state of 
the country, to which I listened with much eager- 
ness. , But at length she turned the discpurse to 
another subject,, which appeared to me iiot strictly 
virtnma, as it 'hinted, that she, as a requital for her 
eomplaisafice towards me^ required m^ to show bet 
a wmpbdsanoe in return, whicb was morally imr. 
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possible for me to do. She represented to' me, 
with much sensibility and warmth, the unhappy 
fate of the married women in this country, as their 
philosophical schoolmasters of husbands, who are 
entirely buried in their books, almost complet^y 
neglect the duties of matrimony. ^^ Yes ! I can 
afSrm it to you," added she, ^^ that we should be 
completely undone, if the very courteous and oblig- 
ing travelling foreigners did not now and then take 
compassion on our unhappy condition, and in some 
degree alleviate our universal sufferings, assuage 
our afflictions, and allay the ardour of our passions.'* 
I made as if I did not understand the drift of. what 
she sdd, and mended my pace a little; but my' 
indifference only poured oil into the fire whidi was 
then flaming in the poor lady's bosom ; so that 

The lately, love-siok, courteouBi gentle, mild. 
Sweet-smiling goddess, once so meek, 
ChangM quickly to a fury ; then with wild, 
Loud-sounding, frightful, hopeless shriek — 
While both her hands she wrung in deep despair, 
With looks terrific, and dishevellM hair— 

reproached me with ingratitude; and as I^ nott 
withstanding, continued my pace, she laid fast 
bold of the skirt of my cloak to restrain my progresck 
I tore away at last by main force from her grasp ; 
and being much nimbler of foot than she, I was 
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very soon out' of her sight To what degree her 
rage rose on tHat occasion, I concluded from the 
' following words — Kakt Sjpdlakif^t is, UngraieJU 
dog! which -she continually Vociferated forth. But 
I bore, with Spartan magnanimity, all her abu- 
sive language and contumely; and congratulated 
myself on having by any means escaped, with my 
ears sound aiid whole, from this land of philoso- 
phere,'on which I am still not able to think, without 
trembling and a feeling of horror. 

Adjoining to this State lies the province Nakir^ 
the capital of which bears the same name. Respect- 
ing this province F cannot say much; for I hurried 
through it, as well as through every country that 
bordered bii MaskatHa^ with all speed, in order to 
•arrive among a people who were not so absorbed in 
the study of philosophy, and, above all, not so eager 
after the elucidation of anatomy. My blood was 
in such a fennent, and 1 was so-tanrified and alarmed, 
&at I asked every one whom I met upon the way, 
whether he was a philosopher; and I dreamed 
eveiy night, for a length of time after, about skele- 
tons and anatomicaT instruments.' The inhabitants 
of Netkbr appearefd to me othierwise very cour- 
teous; for every one who met me in the street, 
offered me, unasked, his services ; and assured me, 
with a great deal of amplification,' that I might 
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'depend upon bis good oflfces. These asraraneeir 
I fomid to be very ridicnloas, es I never let it be 
perceived'that I ^itertained the smallest doabt of 
their good will towards, me^ aiid> sever manifested 
.the leairt sii6|ncion oonoeroing their sincerity; and 
evra remarked to several pefsona^ that I ooakt 
not conceive what necessity there was for so inany 
.sacred pledges.' Bat' they, lenewed them on this 
occusionrwUh the mo^ sofemn and dreadfhl oaflis. 
On the outside of the town I met a person, who 
was walking very slowly, and sighing under a 
heavy burden winch he bore on his shoctlders. 
Jle stopped on seeing me, mid inquired whence 1 
came? Wten I uisweied him, that I had latdy been 
BEi Hie dty of Naktr^ he wished me joy of my gettmg 
4MBife and sound out again, '< as the inhabitants,^ 
«aid he, *' are notorioQs rogues and sharpers, who 
«re in the habit of plunBeriog and stripiping every 
foreigner who. visits them." I replied, that if their 
aetiemi atonrded with their wbids,* i had reason ta 
consider tiirai a particularly honest and ujnight 
people; since every one, wifb the most solemn and 
dreadful otatbs, had testified his^ sincerity. The 
good men smiled at this, and said, '^ Be carefiil 
how you Tepose iibplicit confidence in any obe 
who trumpets forth his own integrity, and especially 
in him who dalls upon tiie devil to bear witness to 
his virfucf." I never forgot" ttiis admonition, and 
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fatMne rery often been fiilly sensible of its piofiiddit)r« 
Tberefore, as soon as nny of my debtors began to 
earse and swear by their honesty, L always d&« 
manded my moner, and nev«r knt them another 
j)enny. 

On the* borders of flni^eeiuitey I anSved at a 
yellowish sea, da the margin whereof thet^ lay ei 
ferry-boat, -with thr^ tiers of oars, iftwhieh, for a 
veiy moderate fare, a person might be conveyed 
across to the Land of Reason. I etroek a bai^^aia 
with the ferry-man, enter^ the boat, and was mncb 
amnsed with this sea-voyageu l%e anbtetraneaBr 
vessels are not rowed by hadaen bands, bat^ 1^ the 
help of certain concealed machines, aJPe forced 
through the water with a wonderfbl velocity. As 
soon as I had ahriv^ in: this* cbontoy) I met with a 
penson who show^ me the way- to the city, and 
who related to me,* as we went^ a good ' deal; abottt- 
the affairs of the corporation, and the condition and 
way of lifeof^the iidiabitante, with which be seelned 
to be very intimately acqaainted; AmoQg ^thett 
things, h^ informed me that all the bnrghers stadied 
logic, and that this toym was the red! and tme seat 
of reason, and accorded perfectly with its own 
name and that of the cocmtryi On ilny arfival in' 
the city, I soon experiented that my- guide haditold: 
the truth'^ for the mtaiest bttrgher, by reason 
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of his good sense, quickness of apprehension, gn* 
vity, and modest deportment, appeared to me to be 
a senator. At this I raised my hands towards hea<- 
Ten, and exclaimed—^* O most happy and blessed 
State, which gives birth to none but Catoi /'* 

' But wben I had ac(piired a more accurate know- 
ledge of the state of affidrs in the town, I observed 
that many things were conducted in but a very in- 
different way, and that the State in some measure 
was diseased for lack of fools. For as the inhabi- 
tants examine, and reflect upon every thing with 
much circumspection and judgment, and never allow 
themselves to be moved or affected by pompous enco- 
miums, flowery language, and magnificent parade, 
many of the means are lost, by which, otherwise, so 
easily and without expense to the public, the 
burghers in a State are[stimulated to greatexertions, 
which prove of the utmost benefit to the country. 

The injurious consequences to a nation, which 
flow from such a too anxious prudence, a certain 
Minister of Finance, with much zeal, severally ex- 
posed to me. " The one tree," were his words, " is 
distinguished from another merely by name and ap- 
pearance. There is no gown-mania among the 
burghers, as the one cannot be distinguished by any 
badge of honour before another, and no one in {mo*- 
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ttealar iq^iears to be i^ise and cleyer; for they ai^ 
all wise and clever. I acknowledge^ that staptdify 
is a failure ; bat to extirpate it entirely in a State^ 
does not appear to me at all advisable./ It is snffi* 
cient for every town to possess , only as many wisa 
men, as there are pablic employments in. it ..Itifi 
requisite that some should govern, . and others be 
governed. That which the government of another 
country is able to effect by means of puppet-show 
pageantry, trinkets, and baubles, cannot here be ac- 
complished without bestowing considerable remu- 
nerations, which not unfrequently exhaust the trea- 
sury ; for the wise men, for the services they have 
done the father-land, demand the kernel, while fools, 
on th<e contrary, are put off with the shell. In like 
manner, for example, titles and marks of honour, 
which in other places allure fools to undertake ardu- 
ous and dangerous enterprises, produce not the least 
effect here upon the burghers, who consider that true 
honour consists only in virtue and intrinsic worth, 
and therefore never allow themselves to be dazzled 
by the &lse glitter of trifles. ; In the hope of their 
names being immortalized and enrolled in the annals 
of their country, your military and naval characters," 
added he, ^^ are stimulated to rush undauntedly on 
the greatest dangers ; we, on the contrary, who look 
upon all this aa qaihble and dotible eniendref wa.d 
who are unable to comprehend the meaning of the 



lArfl«e^'< to lif 6 after 4e6Xby* lack this fitimiikis. It 
to ' thoii|^ here not wdiili while to aoqaire any ho- 
Hovf^^ praise> or glory, which we we nefver likely te> 
hbar named.- N&tto mention a fhonsand oAer in- 
eoi]venfence(»^ which resnlt from a too strict exami- 
nation of^tbe <iiimeray and which entirely and clearly 
prbr^ the correctness of the maxim — Thai U la 
neeeasary in a well regulated Siaie^ thai tme half, 
mleast^ of Oainhabitanis should be fools. ' Foolish- 
ness is to sodety, what «dd is t^ the stomach : and 
too littie of eitiier portion is as injmrioas as too 
much.'' ' 

< I listened to the* discourse of the Minister of 
Finance wtfh the greatest admiration^ But on his 
proffering me, in the name of the Cound) of State, 
my freedom of the city,' and endeavouring to tempt 
me to remain there,, my face became quite red, and 
I concluded that his solicitations for my staying, 
were* in ecHisequence of the opinion he had formed 
6f my fitopidity, and his looking upon me as well 
qualified to be the^stomach-acid to a State that was 
diseased by too much wisdom. Very soon after, 
when I heard that the Senate had resolved on encou- 
raging a great number of burghers to emigrate, as 
settlers, to distant colonies, and that they intended 
to borrow as many fools from the neighbouring 
nations as would fill up the chasm again in the popu- 
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lationi.inyfpsBiciciQswerficQrfol^ra Iqititted* 
^m^lkmf 9ot vfithQut ffOQie ipm1jfijeftti0n^.ihi8 witb« 
i^a«o|i-r^lete city*. Botthemaium^ ^Udil lately 
Woted, fuid with which par ^totrnfmnlbs^ hitherto 
9(^ been, ^^eq^mib^ JMa^lf'-rThai M is nee$9^ 
^9Wy in uiell^egulated State^ thai (me hsif^ at 
kastt of its inMriiantp shouii da/0aA»I.codd not 
for. a length, of ttime,.get oot of nqrhead. I was 
Qstoqisbed that n .rule aod Bwxim, ;flo beneficial^ 
fhoiyld b9YP, i^einaiiied so long ankw^n ,to the phi-* 
^Pldieire of ^r globe.. But perhapei I. do then 
wrong.; {<x it is. possible, that tb^pne or, the otb» 
m^y have disK^overed it, and pescOived the cotrect^ 
B^s of it; but not thought it, Wor&. his whQo 
to introduce it ,^imong the politioal maxims, becanse 
this globe is, everywhere, so well stocked wifii 
foolsy that (without intending to slander any towa 
whatsoever) no hamlet, much Jess large city, is 
anywhere to. be found, which in the fimalleftt de- 
gree lacks this so extremely beni^ial add. 

When. I had rested myself a little,, I proceeded 
agfup on my journey^ and trt^dled through several 
provinces, which I shall pass over in silence, 
as I discovered m them very little of the extraor*^ 
dinary. I therefore thought that the wonders of 
the planet Na^iar were here at an end. But when 
I arrived in Codac, I met with aew and very ex« 
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traordiniay things, which to many mety «ppea^ 
comifletely incredible. Among the InbtriMtttii 
of this State, there are, for exampk, severd wfao^ 
have no beads, and who 4xme tn^JsrelybMSkm 
into the world : they qieak with a Idnd of tnoi^, 
which is placed in the middle of tbdr bretosi* Be-' 
canse of this.defect in nature, they are exdnded froin^ 
aU aidaoiis occapations, in wliicb any brains are 
required ;'• and th^re never was an instance of any 
headless person obtaining ian important employinent 
in thts country. The: posts to which they, for the 
moist part, are aj^pdinted, are those that are ianne*' 
diately connected witii the CoorL FVom among 
thb headless race, the gentlemen of the bed*cham« 
ber, stewards of the Prince's household, attendants 
on the harem, grooms of the stole, ' and sudi-like, 
are generally diosen. From the same class are 
also elected beadles, sacristans, grave-diggers, 
and others, whose business can easily be performed 
without the assistance of many brains. 

Now and then, however, one or the other of 
tbem is admitted into the CSoudcil, eith^ by par- 
ticular favour of the authorities, or on the ground 
of family merit, which rarely proves injurious to 
the State. '^ For expenence teaches us, that the 
majority in the Council commonly depends on a 
very few Senators, and that the rest are merely 
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there' to fill np the number, and to consent, and 
subsdifbe to, the measures which the few have re*^ 
solved upon. In this'Wise there sat In file Coundl, 
dnrittg the time that I sojourned in the city, two 
headfess ' benchers, whose salaries were just as 
high as those of the o&ers. For although they, 
because of this natural- defect, were * not' furnished 
with rerj peculiarly bright . understandings, ' nor 
were their ideas extraordinarily brilliant, ' yet tbey 
gave their votes, and assented to the opinims 
whidi 'the others had expressed In this respect 
they were more fortunate than th^: colleagues, 
for v^iMi any affair was amiss in the Benate, no 
one was isver offended at those who were hot pos- 
sessed of heads, but Vented his spleen ^ solely 
against the rest: a clear proof, that.it is some-: 
times ia great advantage to be bom without a head. 
Iti other respects, this city yields to no place 
upon this globe in pomp and splendour. It can 
boast of a Palace, an University, and a magnificent 
Cathedral. 

• • • 
In ttie two provinces in which I soon after ar- 
rived^ tia(mely,Ca»i6ara and i9/7e/(?A, all the inhabi- 
tants are Lime-trees. ' The distihotion among them^ 
consists solely in this,^thatthosein the first, pro- 
vince never 1>ecome.more than; at the highest, four 
years (Ad ; WhHe those in the second, on the con-*' 
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eontnityt. live to aboTe four handred ,}reaT8. la 
S^lekyihefeioTii^ a person me^ yviih uwxy grand- 
SedbeTOy gieat^gtandfotbers, and great-great-graiidr 
fatbersyandi bears a.njUliber of proverb^ and oLd 
^durdniales *y so tbiat, on arriYing jn tbis.ooiintry> one 
migbt imagine ibat tha titoe had ihem retarded .for 
the space of soma eeptmies. Aa mudi 90 I pitied 
the fa|» of flie. fbiiner, I, oathe other hand, hi^jr 
extolled the bappy state of the. latter. But when I 
had matarel]^ mflected on the real ^coodHion of botk, 
Inotieed&atl was compl^d^ oat in my jndg'- 
pent* In Oambaraf the iiAabitants, : in flie oonrae 
ef a few .months after, their, birtb, arrive at m»tarity 
both in body and mind ; so. that tbe first year is 
enffident for tl^ir formation, and d^ivcilopment, 
and the other three seemed to be granted to them, 
in order to prepare themselves for death. Under 
fliese circumstances, this country apjteared to me to 
be a truly Platonic republk^ m whicb every viriae 
nrrives.atihe greatest possible perfi^tion. For as 
the inhabitants, by reason of their very obert livi^, 
are, as it were, continually on the vnng, and look 
upon .tins life aS d .gate throngb whi^ they mast 
shortly pass to enter into the nesLt, their minds are 
more fixed upon their future . than their present 
state. Every one, on this account, may there 
be looked npon as a true pbilosof^r, who, without 
being at all solicitons about terrestrial affairs, 
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striv^tlvoQgb'tfai^ fear of God, virtaoiie acUoBs, 
and a okar-tonfiCieiiGe, to prepare himself for iin 
^^tarnal beatitade. In short, this comnbfj appeared 
to be inhabited by none but angels, or saints, and 
to be the right school in whldi all that is virtnons 
can ^best be learned* Prom this may be seen, how 
cuireasonably many people raarmar at^ and even 
quarrel with, Providence, about the shortness of their 
lives ; for our lives can only be called short, inas^ 
ianch as- we spend the greatest part of them in 
idleness,^ sloth, and voluptuousness ; and which 
would €ertidnly be always long enough^ if our time 
Were well empl(^ed. 

' In Speleky on the contraiy, where the lives of the 
inhabitants are prolonged to above four hundred 
years, every vice, which' can be found in mankind, 
appears to prevail. The people there have only 
the present before their eyes, as though they were 
immortal, and would never decline ; and tberrfore 
uprightness, integrity, honesty, chasrfJty, and de- 
cency, are fled, and have given place to falsehood, 
deceit, extravagance, luxury, and immorality. 

lliis prolongation of life has still another very 
lamentable effect. Those persons who, through 
unfortunate events, lose their property, receive hurts 
in their limbs, or fall into incurable sickness, are 
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tp corse mtolerably their existenoe^ 
and at last to oommit suicide^ as they, • because .of 
their long lives, see. no end to their .sofferiAgs; The 
shortness of life is the most efficadoas consdatfon 
to all wretched people. Both these countries 
greatly excited my admiration, ' and I quitted tbdm 
with my: bead filled, with philosophical content- 
plati(His» 

I now travelled over nothing bnt a barren an^ 
rocfay tract of country, until! at length arrived at 
Spalanky or, as it is generally: called, TTl^^Zane//;/* 
Innooence. It has obtained. this ; appellation, in 
consequence of the mild dispositions and innocence 
of its inhabitants. These trees, which are all majestic 
Oaks, are look upon as the happiest of all mortal 
beings, because they are. free from all vehemence 
of the passions, and consequently from every vice. 

Freely, uncomtraiii'd, each of himself obey 'd 
True nature's precepts, and in safe tranquillity^ 
Where fear and punishment were quite unknown, 
Did daily practise virtue, equity, 
And justice. On no sacred stone engraved 
Did threats appear, nor yet on sacred tablets 
Were rigorous laws e'er published. No one erer fear'd 
The vengeance of his Sovereign; and without 
. A bulwark to protect them, all were safe. 
No trumpet ever rous'd t^em to amuse 
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' Their Prince by fitq[>ping o'er the mangFd coreeii 
Of their bretluren, on the blood-soak'd field of battle. 
The peaceftil ploughshare into swofd or qpear, 

' Wiff there ne'er forged ; but without eontention, fftrife, 

, Or battle, they their sportive gambols play'd, 

. lake tender infants on the mother's lap, 
Secure from harm, amidst eternal peace. 

On my arrival in this province, I experienced 
that everyttiing which fame had said regarding it, 
was true ; namely, that the inhabitants, solely from 
their own inclinations, and not from any obligation 
of the law, really practised virtue. Every covet- 
onsness, wrath, hatred, pride, ambition, discoid, 
and all other hnman vices, I found were expelled 
fix)m this country. But at the same time, vices, 
and many other things which adorn mankind, and 
exalt the rational above the brute creation, are there 
wanting. If we except theology, natural philo- 
sophy, and astronomy, no other sciences are there 
cultivated; and jurisprudence,' politics, history, 
morality, the mathematics, elocution, and several 
others, were sciences which were even not Icnown 
by name. As envy and ambition do not in the 
smallest degree exist among this people, there is 
much need of the gown-mania, which so frequently 
stimulates people to undertake and achieve the 
greatest and most laudable enterprises. There 
was no palace, or magnificent building, no senate, 
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or sesmoos-boase, and no great wealth; as tbere 
were.nei{ber magistracy, law-suits, nor avarice. In a 
word, there wete no rices, or rather there was no 
taste, art, parade, or such-like, which are looked 
upon as accomplishments, that add dignity and 
greatness to empires, and r^ne mankind; so that 
it appears much more like being in a forest of 
oaks, than in a cultivated State. I remained, fliere- 
fore, a long time in douht respecting the judgmei^ 
I ought to form of this nation^ and whether- suc^ 
a natural condition were really desirable to hu- 
manity. However, when I at length considered, 
that the want of cultivation can be much better 
endured than the want of virtue, and that^ unskilful* 
ness in murder, outrage^ theft, and other vices, (hat 
are destructive both to soul and body, was nesffly 
dilied to unsfeilfulness in certain sciences, -I* must 
acknowledge that this State was happy. 

On the way, as I was^ passing through Urn goiib* 
try, I fell once l^ actident over a stone, and' des- 
perately hurt my left shin, which caused it to swaH 
very much. A peasant, who witnessed^ the accident, 
ran immediately and plucked some herbs, which h^ 
laid upon the sore, wherel^ the plan was ipifoUy 
allayed, and the swelling disappeared. I concluded 
fix^m this, that this. people must possess superior 
skill in the art of healing; whidi really was the 
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-^ase. For as the studies of the S^lankkmB wet^ 

confined to a few sciences, they are not, like oar 

poly-historians, contented with the husk, bat pene- 

trete to the kernel* When I thanked the doctor 

tm the service he bad rendered me, and said, ttnt 

G6d would tfeward hUn for his kindness; he replied^ 

^though in the sfanple style of a peasant, with so 

vntdi judidousness, profundity, and religion, that 

I realty fanded I saw atf angel, Dr Sjoneotibier Idnd 

of heavenly being; before tny eyes, in the form of a 

tree. From this maybe seen, how tmreasbnably 

we are sometimes oflfended at the partisans of 

apathy, whom we believe to live in indolence and 

sluggishness, because they do not fi^l great 'soH'^ 

dJtude, and exhibit excessive sorrow or joy, and 

never give way to anger or any other vehement 

passions of the mind. Bot still more dearly may 

it be s^n from this, how greafly those petsonii err, 

who believe that vice id in any way necessary to 

man, and insist that anger is this soul of valour^ 

envy tte stimulus to industry, and suspicion the 

inother of prudence; for the apple falls Comi6on]y 

not fer from the stem, and an addled egg never 

produces a fine chicken. Many of = the virtues; 

whereof mankind ' seems to be proud, aDOfd which 

are extolled to the skies, both in rh^me and blank 

v^e, deserve, when they are 'viewed witti a jAkQo- 
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wffbic efVf macb more to be reprobated thaa «k- 
tdled. 

■ * 4 ' 

'. When I quitted this coontry, I trarcdled^tbroagh 
the pro?inoe : Kilak^ the . inhabitants of whi^ ure 
jborn with certain, marks on; their foreheads, which 
indicate .the number of years that. each, has tojiiiew 
I. looked ^upon these people in the bj^;iiini9jg,.to 
heyfixj bapp7} as deatb . could never : sutfiise 
them, . nor tear them away with all tb^ sins 
Upon their heads. . But, as every one kUbwQ on 
what day he shall^die, they all prociastioate their 
repientance.until the very last hour. If, therefoi!^^ 
one were d^irous of flpding a person among tb^, 
who led a.religious. and honest life» (Hie. ought to 
look for such a character among those whose marto 
on the forehead announced that they were chatitiiig 
the last verse of. their fiineral, dirge. I observed 
several walking through the streets with their heads 
hanging . down ; these: were all persons who nmst 
shortly pass .on into a future state. They a>unM 
the hours and minutes upon their fingers^; and 
looked forward with dread to their QiomentsHtiljr 
ppproaching dissolution. This placed conspteuMfl^ 
before n^. sight, the wisdom and goodness oftb^ 
great Cieator towards us in this respect; and I vmm 
thoroughly convinced that it was right that GodW 
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tcteatares shoald be ignorant of the time of tbe 
coming of death. 

From this place I was ferried over a kind of 
«oand» in a small boat, and landed in the State of 
Aukwrak. Here I met with wonders entirely new ; 
for, nnlike OdmCj which produces people withoat 
heads, h»^ some of the inhabitants come into the 
world with no less than seven. These are com- 
monly universitl geniuses^ of whom the ancients, 
In times of old, made very much, and worshipped^ 
on account of this gift of nature, with almost a 
divine adoration ; so that they never appointed 
generals, or elected senators, burgher-masters, or 
lords-lieutenant of counties, of any other lineage 
than theirs. As they have just as many different 
schemes, projects, designs, plans, and ways of 
thinking, as they poissess heads, they perform a 
variety, of things correctly enough, with zeal 
And alertness ; yet while, the reins of government 
were in their hands, there was nothing which they 
tooched or altered: but as they put every thing iii 
execution at the same time, and the multiplicity of 
different ideas in their heads very naturally and very 
easily made them fall into controversies and disputes 
with each other, they at length neither knew how to 
proeeed or desist ; and their affairs, by degrees, be- 
came so involved in disorder, and so embarrassed, 

o 
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that it required whole oeoturies to bring, liioae 
things again into order, which the all^knowui^ 
authorities had so completely entangled. It waa^ 
therefore, once for all, ordained by law/tibatiHO 
seven^headed person^ for the future, should eyer be 
appointed to an important situation ; and that the 
State, from that time forward,- should .be directei 
solely by plain, simple persons ; that is to say, by 
those who possessed only a single head.. Thut 
aie those persons, who heretofore were of. so muob 
distincUon, and looked upon as demi-gods^ falling 
nowinto nearly the.same degraded condition as the 
headless .race m Cahac. For. as they were not 
able to perform anything, because they had no heads^ 
so these perform everjrthing mverted, because they 
possess too many. The seven»headed gentlemen^ 
In consequence, are for the present entirely excluded 
firom all public situations,^ and therefore pass theit 
time in quiet. Nevertheless, they serve as a idnd 
of ornament to the State. They are carried about 
the country, like jugglers and mountebanks, to exr 
hibit their tricks, and show the people iiow bounti!^ 
fol nature has been to them ; but had it been a little 
more sparing, and content with. giving them only 
ol^e head, it would have d<uie much b^ter. Of the 
seven-headed race, during my time, no more thav^ 
three obtained employments ; nor would these have 
obtained their appointments, had. they not befoie*^ 
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bdhd stiflered six of their heads to be takeh off, and ih 
this wise again collected the many didpened ideai!, 
to fbnn a sound understaiiding In the headmiuch 
was left behind ; in the same manner as trebs are 
lopped of their saperfliiods branches, that thos^ 
which remain on the trunks may * thrive thb 'better. 
There are, however, vefy few whd venture to sub*- 
mit to this excessively painft}, and {re(|uentiy 
mortal, operation. Prom this I was convmced, 
tliat too much, of whatsoever it may be, is tf ways 
Injurious^ and that cleverness' consists in^ regular 
and methodically-digested ideas in a single head. 

From this nation 1 proceeded on through s^verM 
dei^erts, until I arrived in the principadity of Bo^ 
iankiy the inhabitants of which, in their exterior 
appiearance, much refienable the Potuites ; but i 
Ihe internal conformation of their bodies they 
widely different, for' the heart is T)lacied in the 'rig|rt 
thfgh; so that it may very? truly said of thfem; that 
their hearts are in their breeches. They are also 
looked upon as the greatest cowards - of all the in* 
habitants upon this planet. 

I arrived, much out of * huraouf , however, with 
the bad road, at a public-hou6e^ just within the 
ga:fe of the town, and uttered some crabbed 'ex-j 
pressionS to the landlord, who tired toe' with liis 

o2 



196 

ihcesB^nt talkativeness and detnands to know what 
I desired to take. He fell down on his knees be* 
fore me^ aiid begged, with tears in his eyes, thpt If. 
■would be indulgent end foi;giYe him ; at the same 
time he thrust forward his right thigh, and requeste4 
J would feel how much his heart palpitated. Af, 
ibis I burst into laughter, end forgot the whole 
of my troubles and vexation. I dried up the tears 
jo( this poor, miserable sinner, and bade him com- 
pose himself, and fear not. He rose up again 
on his feet, kissed m j band, and then went away 
to prepare some repast for me. Not long after, 
I heard a most horrible shrieking and howling in 
the kitchen, which resounded through the whole 
-house. I ran inmiediately out, end saw, to my 
great astonishment, tliis dastard of a host in full 
employ, soundly beating his wife and the servant- 
qnaids ; but as soon as he perceived me, he took to 
lu$ heel& and made a precipitate flight. I then 
turned to the wife and maids, who were weep* 
ing, and inquired what fault or offence they had 
committed, to put this me^k and peaceable man 
into so dreadful a passion. But they remained a 
long time motionless, with their eyes fixed upon the 
ground, and answered not a word, as if they were 
afraid of betraying their grief; but somewhile aflter^ 
as I pressed my inquiry, and used both entreaties 
and threats, the wife at length broke silence in the 
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following words : — ** My dear stranger, you seenl 
not to have much knowledge of men* The burghers 
of this country, who dare not show themselves 
before the fiice of an armed enemy, and who are 
ready, at the least noise or alarm, to Creep, through 
fear, into a mouse-hole, all rule the roast in tbefar 
kitchens, and behave in the most tyrannical manner 
to us poor weak females. Against people who are 
armed, they never make war ; it is only the unarmed 
whom they dare encounter. Oiur country is, for that 
reason, exposed to continual ridicule, and the rapa* 
cious incursions of our neighbours. In the adjoining 
State, to which we are obliged to pay tribute, the 
men are qniteotherwise disposed ; they never engage 
but with an armed enemy, never rule but abroad^ 
and at home they are all submission and obediende. 
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I was astonished at, and admired, this woman's 
understanding, and was folly sensible that she de- 
served a better fate. In the course of time, after 
I had acquired a more accurate laiowledge of the 
natural disposition of these people, I could not but 
acknowledge . that what she said was perfiscBy 
true ; for we may see, by thousands of examples, 
that BerctUes was not the only person who trembled 
at his wife's slipper, but that it is commonly the 
fate of all the greatest heroes to submit patiently 
to the tyranny of the fair sex ; while, on the con^ 
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tisryi Ifae greatett-. oovards, wbO|.:like flie JSo^*-' 
kmUans^ bssre their hearts .in tb^b breeches, are 
heroes ofthekitdieRi! This nation is onder th& 
]irotectieni>f.jtbe*neighhooriftg £tate, and on that 
accoaat pays it an mnual tribute; 

' I .took my departnre from ttiis land in another 
hoaty and proceeded to. Mtkdlak^ ivbeie, when J 
bad :got /ashore^ I missed afrods^^coat that I bad 
wtb me ^hen I jeotesed theboaifc. After i had for a 
b»g time in yain disputed mtfa* tbeieiTymap, who 
obstini^tely denied, ^tbe thefts I went to the magis- 
trate of .the town, .and jepsesented'to faim that I 
was at least justified in demanding my own again, 
altbotigh they denied me the ri^t of prosecnting 
the ferryman for the coat committed to bis charge, 
and which was stolen. But the magistrate not 
onfyremined stead&st ihhir refasaV but required 
even that I shouM be punished for bringing a false 
accuBOjiaQn. In this doubtful . case^ the Senate 
called for witnesse8^; but as I was not able to pro- 
duce any, I proposed that the feioyiiian should be 
put to his oatfarto pro^e his innocence. - Tbib Sheriff 
smiled at this, loid said — f* In ttiw icountry, my 
friend, no religious attestation is at ell admissible; 
the laws are our gods. ' Eor that reason, evidene^ 
of tlus nature must be produced in a regular and 
legal manner, either in writing or by A^^ans of 
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witfienl68.' They: who cannot briag either bf theie 
fefwaid, not oafy lose their cause, but afe oon- 
demned at the s^me time sfs folse accdao^* Prove 
Ibecaae by evidtoce, ahdt yon dmll get bade yoar 
pTbperty" Thus I lost my cause for the vnmt of 
evidence ; but I pitied, otk thi^ occasioh« not M 
Mich myself, as the dandition of this State; For I 
Neatly saw, from this dro(in](8talioe, how slaider 
fBoe the rights <^ sodety, when they are iberely 
ftmrided upon haman IIblWs; and how little solidity is 
<bere in the political stractate tliat does not rest 
fip6n ther basis of rbli^bm I tarried here for the 
•pace Of threis days, but lived ih Continual fear* 
Fo¥ notwithstanding the hiv^s are excellent, and 
cridies are punished with the uttioiost severi^y-yet 
there is not, nor ever can be, any security hoped far 
in a country where no religion exists, arid where 
the inhabitants are not scrupulous abcMit comraii* 
;ting every sort of crime, merely because they were 
<^abled to conceal th^m« 

From this country t)f athdats, I passed over a 
4^ry 'lofty, steep, and draggy mountain, and airired 
4t BrOiCmat^ which lies in a vaHey at the foot of the 
Iraountain. The inhabitants of this city are Juniper^ 
;teees. The first whom I met rushed npon me 
•with the whole weight and force of his body, so tiiat 
I ftdl bacJiLwards with a terrible shocl^ ; and on my 
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demanding to know the reason of micb a saloftey hi^ 
begged mj paidon in a very polite manneF, and in 
the moat elegant and poHafaed ptaraieologjF 1 
liad efiNT heard* Immediately after this came a 
aeoond) holding in Us hand a hedge^atake^ wUdi 
he poshed against my side with such violence, that 
I really thoa^t I \ras hipahot ; and he, in Hke 
mann^y apologized for hia improvidence, in %■ 
speech as sahtle as it was amplified. 1 thongbt 
that this nation must be blind, or at least purblind, 
and therefore carefully made way for every one 
whooi I met But this defect arises, as I after«^ 
waids learned, firom a too quids si^t, which soane 
of them possess, and in consequence of which they 
can disoon objects very plainly at a distance which 
nobo^ else can see ; but, on the other hand, «r^ 
Incapable of seeing any thing that is immediately 
under their noses, or close to their feet. These, 
heen-sighted people are generally called MakkaUif 
and for the most part apply themselves to the 
study Gi astronomy and transcendental philosopbyir 
For any terrestrial occupation, they are, in conse-^ 
quenoe of 4faeir piercing sight, almost entire!^ iiae^* 
less, because they only see through the very amaB^. 
est trifle, and are, on the contrary, completely Uind^ 
to every thing one can touch or feel. The Staie^ 
however, employs them to examine the metals 
mines : for, as indifferently as they see things upon 
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Die earthy jast as particillcffly well are they capable 
0f dMKerning every thing in the interior. I re- 
ma&ed,^) this oGcasion, that these people, who 
are blind finom bdng too hawlc-sighted, woold see 
if their eyes were not so keen. 



' After having, with mctch difBcuIty, crossed a very 
^teep monntain, I arrived in Mulac, the capital of 
whicb coantry has the appearance of a forest of 
vi^lowS) for all the inhabitants are Willow-trees. 
On readaing the niarket«place, I perceived a fine, 
wdl-grovm young man, who was the picture of 
beldtti, sitting upon a closenstool, ahd humbly im« 
ptoring the CouneO, whkh was there assembled, to 
sbow their commiseration. When I inquired what 
was the meaning of all this, I was answered, that 
ttie young man was a malefactor, who was going 
to-take to-day his fiAeentili dose. Confounded at 
this answer, I went away, to endeavour to get 
froin my landlord some elucidation to these ob* 
sQUt^ and enigmatical words. ^* We, here,** said he, 
*^ are entuely unacquainted with flogging, brand-* 
m^, hanging, and such-like punishments, with which 
ciJSifitnals in other countries are chastised ; that is 
tt> say, because our intention is not so much to 
poBidh, as to correct and reform, the guilty. The 
malefactor, whom you lately saw seated upon the 
close-stool, is a pitiful author, whose maggot for 



wKting neither the intercfeUon nor admonitions of 
the.Senate have been able to drive away or degtrof, 
and lie ii now, on that account, undergoing pxtbHe 
punisbmentor cure. The judges of the citjr, wh<y 
are all doctors of physic, hit upon this method or 
tormenting him with one laxative after another, 
until the maggot* leaves' him, and he cease to 
write/' A ^few minates after, I came to the Apo^ 
fhecaries' Hall, and perceived there, to my ntter 
astonishment, several earthen pots and jars set np 
ip. a row, with the' following inscriptions on them r 
— Avarice^powder ; Uncha^Hiy^pUh ; Salve for In^ 
humanih/; Lenitive^ or Qualifying BropBj'for Pride 
and Arrogance ; Bark agmMt Luxury and Volup* 
tuou%ne88\ &c. I cannot describe the giddiness 
with which I was seized on beholding these quacks^ 
and jugglers' tricks. But I thought I should have 
gone completely beside myself, on seeing some 
bundles of manuscripts bearing the following titles : 
— Magister Pigago^e Sermons^ whichj if read in 
the morning y occasion Six Stools; Doctor Yukeets 
Instructive and Entertaining Rej/lectionSy U)hick 
promote Sleep^ &c. I looked upon this naticm to 
be remarkably and preposterously silly ; but In 
order to prove more fully the power and efiScacy of 
these medicaments, I opened Ihe first of these 
books. It was so stupid, dull, and insipid, that 1 
yawned before Ihad read the first page ; as I oon- 
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tinued, however, to read,!. felt a vblent iwifAi^g 
and giiping in my bowels, andcbeforel bad finished 
the second * page, I was> as fall of wind as a person 
need desire to be ; but for the rest, as I was fresh 
and healthy, and in no wise relaxed in my body, 
I gave immediate vent (to it, and burried^out of the 
place. From this I remarked, that there .was no* 
thing in the world which was entirely useless, and 
thai even the most pitiful and in^pid writings were 
serviceable in their way. This proved to methatthese 
people, although of a very extraordinary kind, were 
not eompletly stark mad. Mine host assured me, 
that he had formerly been terribly tormented with 
sleeplessness by night ; but that he was perfectly 
cured of it, merely and solely by reading Doctor 
Yukesi^B Reflections ; <' for this book," said he, 
*< was so powerful and so efScacious a remedy, that 
it would even have lulled vigilance and wakefulness 
themselves to sleep. On hearing these and other 
remarks, my head was filled with the strangest and 
most surprising thoughts : but in order not to be 
interrupted in my original design, I quitted this 
^d in the greatest haste ; which proved very 
fcHlunate for me, as new peculiarities and wonders, 
that I met with in those which I afterwards visited, 
did not allow me much time to consider them. 
But when I had finished my travels throughout 
this planet, and reflected with deliberation on the 



Mataedan pliilosophy, it appeared to me that the 
science of medicine, wliich was practised am^og 
the MtUaccians^ was riot to be entirely oondeiBneil« 
For I have often experienced, that we, here m 
Europe, have numbers of books, that in lilse manner 
aflfect the reader with nausea, drowsiness, and a laxity 
of body. But as to what concerns the disojrderg 
of the mind, I am not exactly of the same c^inlon 
as the Mutaccian doctors, although I allow thrt 
there are certain bodily infirmities which are coii-* 
founded with tliose oi the soul, and which one -^of 
flie poets here above ground has judiciously noticed 
in the following epigram :«— 

• 4 

'* With humours, fHend, much to our smart, 

We hoth hare long^ been treated ; 
Those me annoy are in my heart. 

Yours in your legs are seated. . , 

Whenever I refuse to sing 

In company, Fm thought fearful, 
The ladies call me proud, cross thing. 

Because I am not cheerful ; 
But you, when yon refuse to dance, 
' They readily excuse ye, 
And pity's seen in er^ry glance, t 

No woman will abuse ye» . . 
Betwixt us both thus stands the thing, 

With singing and with dancing — 
I have no heart at all to sing. 

Nor have you legs for ilrancing.*^ 
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. On leaving this country, I crossed over a flame* 
Qploared lal^e, and arrived in Mikrok. I was de* 
laroas of entering the city which bears the . same 
fianiQ, but, to my surprise^ I found the gates loclced. 
I 'I^Bimned a considerable time before the drowsy 
gumd thought ]Nt>per to take down the iron bars, 
pnbalt, and open them. When I entered, I found 
Ihat there reigned in the city the most profound 
qui^t, excq>t in so &r that the snoring of the sleeps 
{ng inhabitants made such a whizzing and humming 
hi my earsy that I imagined myself to be arrived 
in the real abode of Somnus^ wluch is described by 
the poets. I thought to myself, O! that several 
of the burgher-masters, senators, and other such** 
like honourable citizens of my fathjBr-Iand, had 
been brought up here ! how these men, who are so 
careful and solicitous about their ease and quiet, 
would have enjoyed themselves in tranquillity and 
comfort in this most happy town ! I noticed, how« 
ever, from the signs and inscriptions against the 
houses, that the arts, trades,, and professions,*were 
here encouraged, and that many applied themselvea 
to the study of jurispmdenoe. By the help of these 
signs, I found out an inn, but was oUiged to remain 
for a long time on the outside, as the door was fast, 
and it was still night with the inhabitants, although 
the sun was high above the horizon. A&n knock- 
ing and kicking a long while with all my mighty I 
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was at last admitted. I was infonned that 'day 
and nigkt were bere divided into twenty-three 
honrBy whereof nineteen were passed in sleep, and 
the other foar in getting thorongUy awake« I oon^ 
daded from this, that both pablic and domestie 
affiiirs mnst be very mndi neglected ; and therefore 
requested that they would bring me, with all speed, 
whatever eatables were first at hand, for fisar tb^ 
night should overtake the cook In the midst of pre* 
paring the dinner. But as every thing here is per^i 
formed without many ceremonies, and all soperfluity 
is discarded, the riimtday of the Mikrokidns is snf<^ 
ficiratly long for the performance of their several 
occupations. After the repast was over, whi(^ was 
served up quid:a: ttian I expected, my host attended 
me about the town. During our perambulati<»i 
we entered a diurch, and hearkened to a sermon^ 
which certainly did not last long, but was as ener«^ 
getic and as nervous as it was short The oratoD 
never strayed from his text, used no circumlocution, 
no repetition, no redundancy ; so that I found his' 
discourse, on comparing it with ifae sermons of 
Magiater Peter^ which, so often tired me, to contain 
nittdi more tiuui: the very longest of his. The 
afihirs of justice are disposed of in the same snm*^ 
nuffy way. The pleadnig barristers say nmdi ia 
a fisw words, and the vritneeses are immediatdy^ 
called and examined. I remember, among.other 
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(bioigs, a treofy on the occasion bf an Mimce tbnt 
bad been lately coneladed . between them and a 
neighbonring nation whidi was drawn np in these 
JifOTds;-^*^ T^ere shall be perpetual friendek^ 
b^fyoeeni ihe Mikrokiana and the Splendikkms* '71W 
Tiver Klimak and Mimnt Zabor ^uMhe thebotm* 
dories between Ike SHales.: Signed^^ ^c ^c. Jntfafel 
wfeO) three or four lines wiflt tbem, ar# safBdent to 
express that for whidi we reqaire a whole volumei 
From this may be seen, that a person might ooma 
%Q the purpose with< much less l^usfle and loesoF 
time, if he only omitted all onneoessary C]rcumlo4 
entioii; and, like the way-fering man, wookl sa^O 
half the distance by going in a straight, direetioni 
AU the inhabitants in this country are Cypresses^ 
and di£fer from . other trees in hadng certaki knots 
on their foreheads, lliese knots at certain times 
hicr^ase; and decrease; and when thieir foreheads 
begin to swell, they, on the humonrs again snb^ 
aiding io the eyes, are seised with a species of 
rbenm or cdbd in the head, wfaicb announces tbe 
i^roach of night. 

■ 

About a day's jonmey from thence lies Makrok^ 
or, as its name denotes, The Land of the Wakeful^ 
the inhabitants whereof never sleep. As soon as I 
bad entered flie. town, I met a young person, who 
appeared tobe in v:eiy great haste. I reqtiestedhim. 



V«ry reqpectfBlly, to have tiie cdrnplaidance to fib6# 
tne a decent inn ; but he replied, that he was tod 
fall of business, and then went bis way* Ail wer^ 
in so great a harry, that they did not appear to 
walk, bat to ran or fly through tiie streets and lanes, 
as if every one were afraid of arriving too late. ' l^ 
tfaottght that a Are had broken oat, or that sem^ 
oitifer great evil was brewing in the town, and oon^ 
tinaed saantering about by myself, aniil I at leng& 
came to a bnflding which, from the sign of it, I^ 
knew to be ah inn. Numbers of people were her^ 
ronning ap and down tiie steps of the door in the 
gre at es t c<»ifiision, and some fell down upon tbe 
groond through sheer fright ; so that I was oblfged 
to wait nearly a quarter of an hour in the porch, 
before I could alter the houise. I was iioamediateiy 
assailed with a thousand unmeaning questions. One 
asked me whence I eaiAe? whither I was- going? 
how long I intended to stay in the town ? Anctiier; 
whether I would dine alone, or in company? ih 
which room ? the red, green, yellow, or the black* 
room ? up-stairs, or below in the parlour ? and a 
great many others. The landlord, who at tiie 
same time was cleric to an inferior Court of Justice, ' 
went out to superintend the dinner ; but qoicldy re^^ 
turned, and explained to me, w91i almost endlestf 
amplification and circumlocution, the concatenafimi' 
of circumstances in a lawHBuit, which bad already 
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.tested teaye^s, and was now going to be itrgved 
\)efhT^ the fourteenth Court ^4 hope," saidhe, ^^that 
in, the Qoarae of two years more, it will be terml? 
m4M.; as there are ^ow only two more tribnnaUii 
Jbtejine no fqrtber appeal can be madew" He left me 
qmik surprised at his speeob, wbi^ was siifficieiil 
tg^. proY« to me that this nation was reary bony in 
doing nothing. While b<9 was absent, I took the 
K^p^tnnity of Ipoking a little about the honse, and 
peroeiyed a collection, of books, wbicb, to jadg^ 
from the number of volumes, was very consid^able ; 
but in regard to their contents, extren^ely jejune vand 
ina^id. Among the. folios, which were el^guiiiy, 
bounds I remarked the following :-t- 

I . De9<^ption of St. Kale* a Churehj 24 volum^s^ 
. . , 2. Si0ge of the Fortress Pehunk^ 36 vplumeai 
. 3. On the Use of the Herb Slak^ 13 volumes,) 
with many plates. . . '. 

4. Funenil Sermon over the Sheriff Jdl^siy Vi 
vplufpes. 

..As mine bost had now again returned, he entered 
into discourse with me concerning the state of the 
City, from which I was led to conclude^ tli/at t^ 
drowsy MO^rokians efBscted much more than th^ 
wakeful Makrokians ; as the first penetrate direcjly 
to the centre of any thing, while the latter only skim 
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ityver tiie sttifoo^ These people lire ahft <gy pn>i i iug» 
and, if we except tbe knots on their (bteheads, tlic^^ 
dffinr very little in their eatwafd form froni (he i^lii^ 
MIttite of Mtkrokk But tiiey haf e no bloed|*(A' 
tegular idd, iR iheif veins, Hfce the other ^treesapo* 
this globe ; hot, in Ilea of it, thejr have a thick ha^ 
moar or ttracas, ^irtiidi possesses tbe safne pt6periif 
as quicksilver: nay, some even maintaih thalli^la 
qoidLsflver, as it ^%)duces the same eK<ct all 
mercbff in ttie fliermometer. 

After a joaHiey of two days I arrived in the re-^ 
pabHc otSikhk^ which consists of twocloselyi-idlied 
States, that have very opposite laws. The first, 
which is called MihOf was founded by Mihak^ an 
andmt and celebrated law-giv«r, and the subterra- 
nem Lycurgus. He strove prlncipaliy, by the intro- 
daetion 0f frngal measures, to strengthen the State, 
and rigorously forbade all prodtgaIi<y. This prd- 
vilice deserves, for that reason, and on account of 
its abstemiousness and frugality, to bear the natne 
of New Sparta. But I was much surprised to find 
so many beggars in so wbH regulated a State, that 
seemed to pride itself so tnuch on its excellent laW^^ 
for which way soever I turned tnyself, I was isare 
to see a tree asking charity ; so that tiaveUidg here 
was extremely unpleasant and irksome. When I 
had more narrowly looked into the condition of this 
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coiHilfjrv. I ■■ ^eovered) ftat the liUltomtottixi^ of 
tto inhabitafttfl was tbe tme acnme of ^X tMr 
nisery ; for as all pomp, excess, and pTcAueHesf^ 
areibaniabed* and tke ridi are not BiiffeK0d to'cngoy 
their rkdieB, the common peopile sle^ep. away tbelr 
Uveaia indolence and extreme poverty^ at (hey 
hacre no .employmettt by whidi ^ftey oan^eam any 
tbinj;. I was oonrineed from this, that pisnarionfl«^ 
aesa Md too much fimgality iproddoe the same effect 
in a. State* as the stagnation ot the blood m tlia 

human body. 

"i . . ■ < > 

Im^eaeoond province, £^, ^pec^ei oil the 
toitfrcury, liv:e in gseat affluence, end apam no eae^ 
p^nse^ in Ratifying: their appetites and dewee, and 
mdolging their faumours. - For that reason tbeiaris^ 
seienees, trades, and professions, ft)uriah every'r 
yrii^et ttie cttuieBs are encottraged to work ; tvlies^ 
by th^ not oidy avoid the suflbriiigs of indigenee^ 
but e^m very often ei^rieh themitelres i; and if any 
we: redneed to; exttreme waot^ it is/siways timk 
«»wn fault; for there is noladciofopportonilies fbf 
eaieb to eaxfi his bread* 'Ebna^ tte prbdigalify of 
^ deb gisres a kind of 1& to the whole Statevia 
<be aaUtie mann/er as the drcnlation of the Mood 
fiffi»rds heaitb: and strengft to the members of the 
tody* 

p2 
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Adjacent to this country is Lama^ the rencmned 
eeat of the science of physic. This science is culti- 
yated here with so much attention, that no one H 
considered a legitimate doctor, unless he has studied 
at the University of Lama. For that reason the 
town swarms so with physicians, that it is mudi 
more rare to meet a man than a doctor, ^ere 
are whole streets that are filled with apothecaries'''' 
shops, theatres of anatomy, and manufactories of 
chirurgical instruments. While I was once saunter- 
ing about the town, I met a little boy-tree, who 
was crying lists of births and deaths to sell. I 
bought one ; and perceived, to my utter amaze- 
ment, that in the preceding year one hundred and 
flfty trees were born, and that no less than six 
hundred had died. I was unable to conceive 
how Death could thus play his games in the 
Temple of Apollo, and therefore asked the boy, 
whether there had not raged, in the preceding yeal*,' 
an unusual epidemic fever or pest in the town ? He 
answered me, that two years ago the mortality was 
still greater ; and that this was the ordinary pro- 
portion between flie births and deaths, as the latter 
were usually three or four times as numerous -oA 
the former, because the Inhabitants were continually 
liable to mortiferous diseases; so that the town, 
were it not annually to receive an addition of popu* 
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Htkm from the provinces, would soon be empty. 
Oa bearing this, I considered it by no means ad* 
disable to remain here too long, and therefore made 
fU the baste possible oat of the town ; and the more 
qiiKicnis was I to depart, as the very sound of the 
ifrords, doctor and anatomical instruments, fron^ 
tbe time that I was in the land of philosophers, ezr 
ctted in me a constant horror, I set oif running, 
luid never slackened my pace until I reached a 
small hamlet, which lay from the town at the die- 
^ce of about four thousand steps, and where the 
inhabitants are not liable to any bodily complaints, 
and consequently have no need of doctors, , . 

y I continued my journey ; and after the expiration 
pf two days, I arrived in The Land of Ltberfy* 
The inhabitants in this country are their own mas^ 
ters, and consist of several families, who have 
neither magistracy nor laws. They compose, never- 
theless, a kind of State ; and in cases of emergency, 
which concern the whole, they hold consultations 
)vith the elders, who constantly advise peace and 
^arxnony, and always endeavour to inculcate the 
first precept of nature : — Do not unto othersy what 
jf^u woufd not that they ahould do unto you! 
In every large, as well as small, town, stood the 
elSgy of Liberty, carved out, treading under foot 
tiie bonds and chains of slavery, and over which 
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^te Ms ihscA fUkmi-^GaOm LOertg; In th« 
town HifMgh nvtt^ch I passed, ereryt^njg ftppeal^ 
V^rjr KfoXei ; but fite bargbera wore bdfteln bmldlM 
bf fibbons, ^f ttEittous oolcv^, tbat dendffed dM 
dfiferen^ parties Into wblcfai the towri Wtti ftt HM 
tttee dfrided. OM Ibe outside, beforfe all fhei frtiK 
dpal ^^, lidifOn^lB were placed; sU iBftodhig In 
order of birttle ; for ttie aVrntetlc^ ' waa fit tto «iii^ 
and war was to ^tmn^nee again the Mtowiiig 
daj^. In coiiiseqaefnce of thra, I fled in ifae graiMiA 
taxtety out of the {^ce, not did I cdnalder ti^Mlf 
eiitlrely Tree and oiA of Tangier, iintil I had go* out 
of sight of this Land of Liberty. 

Not fer from t^is country lies JdelUktfm^ before 
^hicby W consequence of the description I had heard 
df it, I trembled with fear, as I expd<ited t6 find 
etetytfaing ihere more tarbtitent, toi^e, and in 
more disorder, timn in the Land of Liberty ; i^n^ 
it had been related to me, that it was a rendesrv^om 
for people of eveiy religion, and that dl the leam^ 
ing, ^ich was dlSiised tbronghont the whole globe^ 
was here concentrated and taught pnldicly . Aa it 
then came into my mind, that commotions and A»* 
torbani^es are es^ted in most of tiie Earbpaan 
States, through a diversity in religion, I scarc^ 
darst venture to go into the capital, JochtansU; 
where there were as many different churches, ibrttiB 



#f ^^iMibip, md 8QptB opposed jto eacli ottppf » ^ 
ftore Wi9|)e pa^ie sqHiaies^ str^etp, «ad li&w^ B«t 
W-JA feais Wism ^ooa abated, «« 1^7 piorceiviiig t^ 
^u^^ f^TbiA harnmiF reigiied emy^bei^, an^ 
pilsri^ with ttie least JUibs or aveiBioii«. lu^ 
vvwU); faatteiB ttiey w«re. all frfri?i|]^ for tbe ^1^1^ 
imd ; tfaey bad jbiQt aaie vmAj^^oife work, oi^ie xepo^^, 
For aa it is forbidden, under pain of deatb, that tbe 
Me .pi05^Qt tbe otber ip tbe jree exercise of bis re- 
]J0Mj; or tbat Wf cbaler or j^sentmexit jhall taJ^ 
fttam #BM>ng >tbe siK^of tbe obstinate or refiractoij 
UtmMf .s0 tb^re is a diversify of o^ooa without 
Mwosity, coiijtroyersies without quariiel^qgx 9Wli 
no b^red or.malice ; for thjere are no persecutions, 
jfih^vem^rc^ existed a peiipetuals but at tbe ^ame 
tw^ 4e^9t and becoming, go^n-roaqja among the 
^ilE^fent . parties ; for eacb neid stroye^ through 
lei^dil^ an irreprqa^^bable life, and by an at(entioi;i 
igi good and iipoffi^siye manoers, to prove that thejr 
i>r9i a£ retigpo^ deserved the pi;e-ei;n|nepoe. In 
ibis yme admi^istrsition.of State, the ^Governipent 
tOQl^ car^ tbut there was aa little .disorder oc^i- 
f iQQ^d by ^is^ diversity of relig^s o^iijuons, ^ 
by tb^ various ishops in tlie market, or diffej^jgi 
apwittfactories, wliere tiiey solely by their goo^ 
futi^les iSOKl siip^or workmanship aili^e customers, 
"without frauds ^^Jt detraction, or aspersion. 
Tbus, ,all oppojrtunity for dissension is prevented. 
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and a decent and beecming gown-iinBiiia^ wfaMf it 
0d beneficial to a State, is kept rip atnon^ thtf 
blifgbere. VbtMe nvky be seen, Hat ft h not « 
dhr^rattf of relfgron, bat a pereecntion M {be- eoii^ 
Mence, that Creates all tbe hnAln nnd cofniii0lio&^ 
ttMtdi III this respect airo pfevaknt Ifi, and dteMjp 
the iht^lal peace' of» other ootmtries. 

' A certain learned Vo^A/^n^ee^^^^Te me a vei^fr 
cireimtftaiiflM account of tins nation's mamtffm^ 
government, and the reason of the pr^ailing tmn^ 
qnillitf; to 'which I listened wHh mtfch pleasiom} 
and attention, and impilnted all that he related 
deep in my memory. In the beginning, I made a 
flttttiber of observations and objections; bat at 
length I found myself obliged to give up, in ookis^ 
quenceof the superiority of his experience, by which 
he was able to prove, very evidenfly, his positlona; 
As the tnith appeared as clear before my eyes< aa 
the sun at noon-day, and as I was tot so immodeM 
as to deny my own senses, I was compelled toi 
allow that freedom of thought was tiie trde baski 
on which this quiet and harmony rested. I baii^ 
therefore, recourse to other ^^apons ; and said* ttM 
ft was the duty of a legislator, on intrbdudng atiy^ 
regulations ihto the State, to look more to tlie fotu^e* 
than to the present happiness of the community^ 
and not to mind so much what is of beneiit or ad* 
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tftttti^ to tlieta bi tbifi life, but what is {daasing in 
Ite sight of Gk^. To this be made the following 
seply :-»-** Yoa deecnve yoarseif, stranger I if yoa 
faaK^f«4hat Grodi the eternal soojpce of trutii^ finds 
plemniie in dissembled worship and I^pooriticid 
adomtion» In those nations, where all are wv^ 
pelted hy law to believe one and ttie samet^ bingi 
the door stands open to ignorance and dissunnlation ; 
fior* ho one ^fiier will or dare disoover bis neai 
ppittion, bnt, on the oontmry, will often afilcQown 
ledge with his lips what his heart denies. There* 
fexre the doctrine of Divine tbin^ is treated with so 
tBoeb indifference, and cocitiniUee in its old wsyi 
tio one gives tiHBself the tmable to arrive «t trutb^ 
aed^ the piiests themselves abstain from the stodji 
of tbeologyy in order not to be branded with the 
dame of heretic, and apply themselves to other 
aeii^Ges which they can cnltivate with more freedom 
and less dang^. Those persons are condemned} 
H^ swerve from the prevailing opinion; but dis- 
semblers and liypocrites are abominable brfore the 
i^eie; of God, to whom an erronepus sincerity if 
0ofe acceptaUe than a feigned confession of the 
titae l>^ief»" When l|e had finished these wqrdsg 
I' maintained a perfect silence, not daring any more 
kKeE(^e in' a contcoversy with this acute and subtle 
P«pple. 



tiavc^ when 1 anriind . U. length, te. mmM^-mft 
State adjoioiDgilbe, ftkmffiiitf: aC Pi^% and^yi^biA 
I alttiiMliloobed vpon m my bomt^; foribdie^ 1 9m^ 
MiiBd il|Bttiiij?irofildfi^^ dfttwlim 

fMtto »)clQ«e. r aiie,i9iMUtei^lOT AeiiMwjt^tt^ 
seiOlirBdareM, aod ave a^ery deiviNit .fii^iaMllM 
natioov .la ;the fimt .km.tp ^bk^ I <iiiiiii^> I.WM 
UMigaiy dlboai^ belC fiunifibad,,^ iraii^ iKK^tjW 
gtaofdiog flttf jrepettted mlmests, foUi t«p IvNMlftf 
ttiy break&st The cmta of ibie jitebi; iwa»..jtli^ 
li«dl(»d'& mifleasoMUe devolioi}, wfejeb Jwd^rad 
biitt {ram attending to any oi \m imii^j»iHl:k§ 
bad oMidiided iiis tnatiDs. Tb0a# biPifjaig ...bow 
vometiaaeendedy 

' — r-— he stalk*d in, 
Pale-fac'd and grumbling, with his hand beneath his chin ; 

► . ■ . _ 

lie brought a piece of bread, all green and blue with mou!^; 
sAnd eke some carrion iamb, not quite a^fbrtniglit iAA, - 

But for this breakfast I was obliged ^to payexor* 
bitantly; and can afflmiy that I never i» iny^tife 
met wffli so devout, at tbesame tl>H(ie.80 niM6pi^ 
edonable, a landlord as this. I dierelbre AoiieiNt 
to myself, that it would be better,: If they westi m 
little mom spaHng in their prayers, and a Utfle lem 
niggardly in their acts of charity and benevoteiiee; 
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iMt i>k«ft dhMlMictioii to m^teir, Md efiflcd niy 
itnJB'^v «wel>]aiowii)g. tlHi* ncdkimg' m more idmgovf 
/BmBi 'tfatti to {NovokB die«9»idy*miMed people, AH 
HierbEu^gtenof fUs town were.ctgid onbiAlMs tad 
iiMMtupelMtiiig CMob. Tbiff muktbnd .wimsA 
the OBtveete: with Am heads > faaDgie^. ea their 
benidbn, prdMhieg. egmnt the pomp end ivaiMii 
irf^is ws^ieked .irodd, :and oood^Bnihgcivery oiie« 
^«b6 cejqgred enen .the «ioit imioceat pkeser^io 
Abe -bMbsMBleBS pit of hell. Thejr uriitted ^eefr 
tbmgvfitik cttie most rigid essterity, lifento iueke 
end .floilfe* ; vnd by an iaoeMnt iore^ghmg egaieet 
A» MiMUct of osttiere,»th^ got the eppelbtkMifof 
Winte. >As I was completely wearied Imt vilhthil 
trooUea and dittcoltiee I had endaTed, and«il^ ittt 
dined to dieer my epirits and recruit mystiength 
a little with innocent amusements, I was lefNroiFed 
ibr it througbout the whole town, so that eveiy 
hoaae •seemed to be a confession-Hchab. 

Setreral among them, when they aawithat mn&ar 
flieir admonitions nor r6pmfaeBsiQBs:bl^l'ally «ifeat 
upon me, shanned me as tiiey woold poison or the 
plagoe. Not to detain the reader amch kuger 
%itfa>a deiMSription of tUa amstefe, gbomyy sullei^ 
mt aoMoae pe<^, I will only qaote one eKainple 
moiev aviricb is a tnie pictare of. their ebaraeter, and 
from 'which a pemon wiH easily imagine to himself 
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hW die rest. — ^A Tnmbakker, whom I bad ka<l«ft 
before, and with whom I wis on terms of fric^idBbqi 
$i PotOy 69W me by cbanee passing a imblicJiqasei 
fend invUed me in. As be had heard that I waH 
aecastoned to pamper and indalge myself a littl^y Jktl 
refHD^ed me with so much anger for my nomdm^ 
mi way of life, that my hair stood cm. end, simI 
every limb of me began to tremble. In Ifae meap 
time, whtte this my Cato was fnlminatintg agaioBt 
me, we took^a friendly glass together, and tbeiit« 
seeondv a third, and so on; until both oar heads 
became sa heavy, that we fell over baekwasd^ 
npon the floor, and were carried home half deed« 
When i bad slept off the effects of this debanfsbi 
and had again recovered my reason, I refleoted 
serioosly on the religious zeal of this fanatic nati(>ni 
and was convinced in my own mind, that sueb-^lik^ 
l)oly fervour ought to be attributed to the bile and 
ill-humours, rather than to true religious fedings* 
Meanwhile I c(»)sidered it advisable not openly to 
declare this opinion to any one, and thei^^ie 
quitted the plaoe in edence* 

After the expiration of two months, I at lei^gtl} 
Ijorrived at home, nrach fatigued ; for my feet, tluroa^ 
perpetually tramping, wfere become so tender iimk 
1 could scarcely stand upon them. I shrived again 
in Potu on tbejenth day of Ash-mojrth. The first 
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filing that I proposed doing, was moet fabmUy to 
Iny before the Prince my joornal, whieh tns Seraie 
Hlgbneds ordered forthwitti to be printed. I muat 
bere remark, tbat the art of prilling, wbieh the 
JBitrcpeans mid CMnese pride> tiiemfielTes upcMi 
Iwvlfig Inv^ited, was here in use mndi anteri^f • 
*Vbb PotuUes discovered ao macb taste in nijr 
Travels, that they were never tired of readfaig tbeni* 
The young trees went throagfa every street and 
lane in the town, crying, Ooimer Sk4U>6a^B Tramk 
round the World! Inflated witti this good snocesS) 
I now strove after still greater bononrs, and flattered 
myself with the hope of obtaining a particularly 
Mgh and important appointment; but when I found 
ihat my hopes were vain, I again presented a pei* 
iition to his Sefene Highness, wherein I set my 
toils and labour in their proper lights and solicited 
a t^eward for my extraordinary services. The Prince, 
wIk> was kind and befiefioent, yielded to ray prayers, 
and promised to keep me m his gracaons remend* 
brance: he kept his promise, builheiavoar consisted 
in a yearly augmentation of my former salary. I 
had fixed my mind upon a very different reward; 
I -folt^ therefore, by no means satisfied on this 
occasion; but as I durst not importune the Pvioce 
with any more petitions, I made known .my.w«its 
to the Lord Chancellor. This particularly reason* 
fible personage listened to my complcunts with his 



giwat uflMMWt J) ■ and ooarteoiignegg, and pitMlisedto 
weaH his infloenee in 1117 behalf; botiadifia^ tne, 
at the same time, to desist frcHii so inooBsiHteiit 
aad preposterous a re<|aest» and tak^ a «iore coprect 
neasuro of my own insigriiicaiiee and alend^ 
jadgaaent ^ Nature/' said be^ '< bag been onfy a 
at^motiier to 700; yon me entirely devoid ''0f 
tbdee talents wbieb pare. the way: to iin|>ort^ 
sltaattoiiiu A- child must oreep before It can go; 
flsid it' is absurd to try in fly ivitboat inrings^ 
fitranted, that yon realfy obtain^ aU that' yon se 
footisUy desire; in tbatcase'i^ laws wQoid 1)0 
In&ringed, and the Prince wonld erery^ere be 
censured for it: be^ therefore, content witb yoot 
lot, and give np every hope which in contmry tp 
naturef For tbe rest, he aclmowledged n|y;.anEf 
vices, &tki adniitted that the constancy and p^ra^ 
veranoe with whidi I had enoonntered so manir 
difficntties on my travels, were worthy of. ttn 
highest eemmendation : **Bntdt. was notsn^b-Iifee 
aervkee," added he, ^ which were^fiuffidnnt recomr 
mendations to. State: employm^ita; for, if evie^f 
fatigue that was endured, and every individnal 
service that was performed, gave a claim to bigjh 
appointments, then every painter and stat9ary-r-tb|9 
one for 1»B skill in painting, and tiie otber foi; bis 
ability in sculpioire^would be justified in reqaesting 
to be elected senators* Serviceist oagbt to be ca- 



^wmrded ; Nt ibe rewards, at the safbc^'ftnie; Bbonld 
be cdmoiefisnrate and ctnttable to the deed and the 
person, in order that the State may not att&r by 
it) and be exposed to ridicule.'' ^fbete retti^ba 
ted such an effect npon me, that I remained per^ 
iectly qaiet for some tline after. Bat aa I eouM 
tiot endure the tbongfat of getting old in so mean 
an emidoyy I again had reeoarse to the desperate 
design, which I before bad abandoned, of pft)po«hig 
a refonnaiioil in the affidrs of State ; and thus, by 
an entirely new contrivance, at once to belter my 
own condition and that of the comitoy. 

A short time previous to setting out on my 
travels, I examined, very attentively, the Inlemal 
condition of the principHllty, in order to discover 
the most material defects in its political regulations, 
aiid the means by which the same tnight the best 
be remedied. From the condition of the province 
of Koklekttj I had learhed that a State always 
totters, Wheiiever females take p&rt in the adminis- 
tration of its aflfetrs; for, as tfeey are by nature fil- 
Volons and effeminate, they strive t6 enlarge their 
power and authority beyond bounds, and never 
give Up until they have secured to themselves a 
perfectly absolute domination. 1 therefore resolved 
on making a proposition to exclude the fhir sex 
ffXHfl all public employments; not doubting, by 
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ittttklg the matter, in itff trae li^t, and reprciseiitHig 
cleaijy the inconveniences which were neoesearilj 
eombined vrith the old Tegalat|oa9> that I ebpuld get 
a nugority of votes. It seemed to me atii eeej 
matter, to convince every one of the danger to 
which the male Me^ was exposed, if timely ^ea* 
snrcs were not adopted to lessen the power of ibe 
females* In case it were found, that a p^rfeet 
abolition of this custom woold be attended wkh too 
many, difienlties, I maintained, that flie female 
legiment ought at least to be restricted to narrower 
bounds. In ttiis proposition I had a threerfold de«- 
sign. First, I was inclined to give it the appear- 
ance of advising a remedy for an iigarious defect 
in the State ; secondly, I endeavoured^ through that 
noble and profound contrivance of giving a proof of 
my penetration and judgment, to mend my condi** 
tion;: and thirdly, I hoped to have an opportunity of 
revenging myself upon the females for the wrongs^ 
outrages, and sarcasms, of which they bad so fre- 
quently been guilty towards me. I must candidly 
acknowledge, that my own advantage, and the 
desire of revenge, were the principal springs to 
this proposition ; but I ingeniously kept everything 
in petto J that I might not seem, under the pretext 
of reforming abuses, to seek only my own advantage, 
and thus tread in the footsteps of all other projectors, 
who always make so much fuss about their propo-» 
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stttiMs b^ing for the gencftal bmeflt of the natbon; 
but when the matter is eeen a little deeper into, it 
is evideoit enoogh Qiat tbey had nothing else in^iew 
.than Ibeir own sEdvmttage. 



«i 



I fonsMd my (dan^witb all the art of which I was 
masteri snppoited it oh the most solkl fomidafions, 
and preseated it most homfbly to the Prince. He, 
who had continoaUy giTen ne proob of his special 
fevoars, was strack with sorprise, called it an ii»- 
ftertinent and foolish project, and told me that it 
.would certainly prove my ruin. He endeavoocedv 
therefore, by means of prayers and representation^ 
to persuade me to abandon it ; bat— ' > 

If to friendship's useless prayer, 



He*d joinM the scowling anger of a prince, 

« 

I still was not to be deterred from my purpose* 
I depended partly upon the benefit of n>y proposii 
tioQ, partly upon the support of the whole omle sex, 
on whom I fully relied, and remained^ ii| spite of 
every admonition, obstinate and fixed in my reso^ 
lutipn. I was, therefore, according to law, cjon* 
4meted to the market-place, with a rope about my 
neck, to await the decision of the CoonciL All the 
Senators were assembled, and after they bad given 
their votes, the judgment was dispatched iq th^ 
Prince for his signature; and iromhim it was a^in 



it bade, and publicly prodauiied bj a keadd^fin 
follows :— 

*' After mature oonsideratioDy we have jadg^d, 
and do jadge, that the proposition made by the 
gentleman SkalAa^ principal courier to bis Se^ne 
Hij^mess, to.exclude Me fair sex from ail puUic 
emploj/meni^y cannot be received and execateA 
witboat the greatest injury being occasioned to the. 
State; seeing that one half of the nation, whidi is. 
composed of females, must necessarily, on intro-. 
dudng this change^ be incited to insurrection and 
rebellion, and thereby become inimical and danger- 
ous to the Government. Moreover^ we consider it 
unjust and unreasonable to deny to deserving trees 
of superior qualifications, admission to posts of 
honour; especially since it is not to be thought, that 
nature, which does nothing rashly, should, without 
design, have endowed them with so many extraor* 
dinary talents. We conceive, that in the distribu* 
tion of appointments, the necessity of the State 
requires, that fitness and order should be more seen 
to than name. And as th^ country is not unfipe- 
quently in want of well-qualified subjects^ we £nd , 
it absurd, to declare at once, by edict or decree of > 
the Council, the one half of the inhabitants unworthy ^ 
and unfit for public situations, merely on account, 
of their birth. After the most profound deliberation, , 
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we am of opimon, and judge it to be the bw and 
justice, fftat the afaremid Skabba Bkotddf fmr kit 
prep09ierom and audacious propoaiiAmy n^er ike 
wuai punishmeni tdhtck the la» awarda in 9uch 

The Prince wbs much ooncerned at tny misfbr*' 
tane; but as he was never in the habit of altering 
the decrees of the Senate, he sigiied the jndglnent; 
and after having ibereanto affixed )m seal, 
ordered it to be made public ; but, howevler^ 
this commutation — that I, as an aUen, ^d ^^av 
borii and bred in a foreign country, wliere an acifte*' 
n&SB cf understanding is loolsed upon as -pefrttt^. 
iion, should, in consideration of tliis, have the 
punishnient of deadi remitted. That the laws, 
however^ might not, through such a noiicomplianeev' 
lose any thing of ^ir sacredness, I should renxaiii 
in prison until tire beginning of Bir(£-moiitb ; when 
I, together with the other malefactors, should be 
transfiorted to the firmament. 

When they had published llie sentence, I was 
conveyed to gaol. Some of my friends advised me 
to protest against the judgment, on the ground, 
that there were many women and virgins among 
the judges, who had consequently judged in their 
own cause. Others thought it still more advisable 

q2 
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for me to acknowledge my error, and endeavour • 
to exoalpate myself on the ground of innate stupi-i 
dity, as a national defect. But to this I was not 
to be persuaded, out of respect to my above-ground 
cotemporariesy whose dignity and reputation would, 
by such an acknowledgment, in no small degree 
have been lowered and stained. 

Not long after, I was given to understand, that 
the Prince had resolved on remitting all punisbmenty 
provided I would only beg pardon for my oflfence ; 
notwithstanding the First Lord of the Treasury, the 
widow RaAagnUy had opposed my being set .at 
liberty with all her might. But, to tell the truth, I 
must acknowledge that I was not much displeased 
with my sentence ; for the c&ce wUch was imposed 
upon me, was more odious to me than doatii, and 
I was disgusted and tired of having any longer 
intercourse with these trees, who were so inflated 
by their great store of wisdom. I hoped, notwith- 
standing, to make my fortune, in the finnameut, 
where all strangers, as I heard, were, without dis- 
tinction, well received. 
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CHAPTER X. 



VOYAGE TO THB nRHAIlSNT. 



I HAVB hitherto mentioned nothing oonoerning 
the very wonderful banighment to the firmament, 
which, as a punishment, is pat in pracUoe by the 
Subterraneans ; I will, therefore, here, as the most 
suitable and convenient place, give the reader an 
idea of the voyage. Twice in the year some ex- 
traordinary large birds, which are called Kupakkij 
or Post-birds^ regularly make their appearance. 
As they are in the habit of coming and going 
at certain fixed periods, the reason of these their 
punctual arrivals and departures has for a long time 
racked the brains of the subterranean naturalists. 
Some are of opinion, that certain insects, or uni- 
corn monly large flies, whereof at that season of 
the year there are vast multitudes, and to wliich 
these birds are particularly partial, entice them 
down to the planet; and this conjecture seemed 
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to me not so very absurd. Tbe circametanoe^ 
that tbe birds, on tbe disaiqpearance of tbe lliee, 
wing their flight immediately bacis to the firma- 
ment, puts the matter almost beyond a doubt ; and 
that the like may really happen by a certain instinct^ 
18 proved by the example of other birds, which at 
appointed times, without doubt for the same reasons, 
make their appearance in certain countries. Othars 
believe, that these birds are trained up and exer- 
cised in such a manner, by the inhabitants of the 
firmament, that they, like fisdcons and other birds of 
the dwae, may be dispatched to other countries 
to fetch booty or prey* This opinion is grounded 
upon the great caution and dexterity with which 
they, after having performed ibe journey or voyage, 
set down their booty or passei^ers npon the 
grounds From other circumstances eiwo, the 
.SsbtarraneaDB come to the condusion, that the 
birds must either be trained up by art, or they 
must .be endowed with reason. Towards the 
time, for exan^, of their taking their departure, 
they become so tame and fondling, that tiiey 
strfEer nets and snaies to be thrown over theus, 
under which 4hey remain perfectly quiet and almost 
immoveable for the space of several days. During 
this time, the inhabitants feed them with tbe insects 
whereof mention has latdy been made, and of which 
they take care to collect beforehand a large stock ; 
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imA 6o eontlniae to amase and detain them mih 
tti/^ food, ontil every thing is ready for iendfaig 
ttMf exiles away. Tlie osaal preparatioiis nittdfe oli 
^these oecasions are ibe Jbllowiag : — A kind of 
.6<<High tor oblong case is tied with rope fast to the 
teaa^es wherein the birds are fixed. One of these 
cases is exactly laiige ^loaf^ to contain a tree or 
m$n. When the time is arrived for their d^aiMre, 
aaid they find that they are supplied no km^r with 
insects, they soar aloft, and fly throagh theair to<- 
wards their home. In this nHomer was ttie wohder- 
ftd travelling e<]piqmge disposed, which I and olher 
prisoners were obUged to make nse of in ordte to 
arrive in tiie other world. 

Besides mysdf^ there were two bar^Mrs from 
P^iUf sentenced to banishment for o&er crimes, to 
t)e sejit off id: the same time* One of these was a 
metapliysidan, who had transgressed the laws, in 
dispnting conc^mng the essence of the Supreme 
Being, and the nature of ghosts. He had once, for 
this audacity, made an atonement by undergdiig 
vihe punishment of phlebotomy; but as he was very 
soon after found guilty of Ihe same crime, he was 
cbndemned to be banisdied to ttie firmament. The 
other was a fanatic, who, by casting a doubt upon 
thefacdiness of religion, and the oUigatory power 
of the civil law, seemed as if he were inclined and 
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endeauMfring to sabv^ both. He woidd not 
oonfarm to tbe public regolationsi beoanse aH chril 
obedience, as he eaid, was repagnaot to fais ceo* 
sdeiioe* His .friends strove, by all the meass in 
their power, to perniade him to lay aside his caprioef 
rqnresentiag^ to him how many errors dihaericai 
reveialionB ate liable to; how often zeal, oonscience, 
anAdifriM inspiration, axeconfoanded with density 
of UocnI and ^corrupt hnmoars ; how absard it is for 
a ^erscm to appeal to his own inward convkdon ; 
and h0w nnreasonaUe it is to wish to make one's 
own feelii^ the guide for others in what they 
ought to believe, as they might insist upon the same 
right, and set conscience in opposition to consdenoe; 
They proved to him, that no one who obstinately 
maihtdned the principle tiiat every one should 
regulate himself according to his own caprice, 
either could or ought to enjoy the prerogative of 
a freeman, as it is ttie duty of every good citizen to 
obey in^lidfly the laws of the country; and such A 
obedience a! fanatic, who, in all civil affairs, makes ^ 
bis'Own feelings his only rule, neither will nor can 
show. But as neither r^resentations nor pixx^s 
had any effi^ upon this fanatic, he, as an obstinate 
and incurable madman, was sent into banishments 
Thus were there three of us destined to make the 
same voyage; namefy, a projector, a metaphysician, 
and a fanatic. 
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tn the beginning of Bireh-inonth we were takenoat 
of ^risoiiy aad^condaeted each to his appointed place. 
Wfait became afterwarda of my comrades I oevt&r 
beaid ^ and I bad enough to do to take care of myself, 
without troubling my head aboat otbens. As soon as 
I al^ved at the place whence I was to take my de« 
partoTOy I was immediately clapped into one of these 
troiighs or cases, with as much victilals as I should 
re<]piire to keep life and sotd together for the space c^ 
some days. Very soon, after, when tbe birds found 
that nothing more was given them to eat, they qoltted 
the planet, in the manner already described, and 
flew througb the air with incredible velocity. It is 
generally thought, in the subterranean regions^ tliat 
the (&itance between the planet Nazar and tbe 
fintiament, is as much as five or six hundred miles : 
I cannot positively say how much time I spent on 
the way; but it seemed to me, that my atrial 
voyage lasted no longer than about four«and4wenty 
hours. After a pretty long and tedious silence, 
my ears were at length assailed by a confused kind 
of <noase, whence I concluded that I must be near 
tbe land. I now remarked, that these birds were 
undoubtedly trained up; for they set down the 
case^ wherein I was packed, upon the grouzid, with 
so mudi care and so gently, that it did not receive 
the slightest damage. There crowded immediately 
around me an uncommon multitude of apes, which 
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patnra inta oot aUttle feur, as these anUnds^dmliv 
my stay upon the planet Nazar^ were coo^kiaslly 
my greatest tormeat. My soiprise and smazement 
were amch iiicreaeed, when I heard ihem com^emiog 
together, and. saw them advancing with messaijoi 
step and clothes pf many colours. Fipm wlji^i^ I 
percehredj I concluded that these apes meet hfe the 
inhabitaiits of that country; but as nothing, afi^r 
being aocnstomed to so muiy incongruoos and ])arer 
|M»ster0as things, ought any longer tp appe^r^toio^ 
iKyvd or extraordinary, I agsdn cheered my spdritsi 
and especially wjien I beheld them approsdi a«4 
take me, their new guest, out of the case, with all 
the couiteousness, ciTillty, and politeaesef^ that can 
possibly be imagined. So great was the ceiemoiqr 
on (his occasion, that it could hardly, by ^y meiiis» 
be surpassed, on the reception of the grandest 
ambassador extraordinary, or jdenqiotentiary, frasi 
thenost potent m«»afch in oar world. They placed 
themselves in a circle r<Hand iQe, and advanced one 
after another, each accosting me with the two words 
— Put cMer ! When they had a great man^ timDs 
repeated tins welcome, I at l^igih replied to tbeijr 
salutations iii the same manner ; at which they i^ 
burst into a miOst immoderate fit of lau^ter, and 
flnnifeated, by their sevedral ridieidous gestures, tb^ 
inward pkasure ihey experienced, on bearing me 
pronounce their own words. I perceivced imaie" 
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iKatelfy that these inhabitants yvtre fickle, giddy, 
volatile, curioos, inquisitive, and particularlj loqna- 
ciotis. When they spoke, it sounded as if fh^ 
^'eat on a drum, in so flippant and rapid a manner 
^M th6 woTds, at a single respiration, roU out one 
over another. They were, in short, thoroughly the 
opposite of the P^tuHes in dress, manners, language, 
and shape of body* They appeared, at first, to be 
iHneh sorpriaed at my £^rm ; but ttiat which par* 
ticularly eaccited their wonder was, that I had no 
Aaiil; for as none among all the irrational animals 
hQvo 60 great a resemblance of mankind as apes, 
iSeiBj would certamly hare taken me for one of their 
fiped^, had I been adorned with that posterior 
decoration; and the more so, as they remarked, 
#iat all the inhabitants who had hitherto arrived 
from NazaVy were so completely unlike fliem* 
jsdkos. 

u 

\ 

At the time that I arrived, it was everywhere 
Ingh water, in consequence of the proximity of the 
planet Nazar ; for, in a manner similar to the ebb 
imd fiood with us being attracted and ruled by the 
motion of the moon, the ocean in the firmament 
fises and feUs in proportion to the planet's distance 
from it 

Soon after my arrival, I was conducted to a 
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very magnificent hoase, the portico and hall of 
which were adorned with marble, and the rooms 
richly decorated with handsome looking-glasses, 
costly vases, and splendid carpets. At the door 
stood a sentinel, from which I concluded that the 
occupier must be something above a common ape. 
He was, as I afterwards learned, neither more nor 
less than the burgomaster of the city. He was 
extremely desirous of being able to converse with 
.me, and therefore engaged several masters inime* 
diately to teach me the language. As I, at the ex- 
piration of a quarter of a year, could speak it pretty 
fluently, I hoped to acquire great esteem and ad- 
miration in consequence of my uncommonly shining 
abilities and excellent memory ; but my teachers 
found me so stupid, and so dull of apprehension, 
that they lost all patience, and frequently threatened 
to leave me to myself. In the same way as I, upon 
the planet Nazar^ in consequence of my bright and 
fertile genius, was ironically called Skabbay or 
the abortive, I, in this place, by reason of my very 
dull and heavy capacity, got the appellation of 
KakidoraUy which signifies stupid and hebetated; 
for those persons only are here esteemed, who can 
penetrate into, and immediately comprehend, a 
thing, and are capable of giving great loose to the 
tongue. While I was studying the ape-language, 
my landlord took me several times round in the 
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city, where I in every part obseired much profusioiiy 
splendor, and prodigality. It was with both danger 
and difficulty that we got through the multiplicity 
of waggons, coaches, lackeys, running-footmen, 
and apes, that swarmed in all directions. But this 
was nothing in comparison with the overflow and 
superabundance that prevailed in the capital, where, 
as a middle point, all the pomp and vanity which 
mortals were capable of devising or inventing, 
seemed to be concentrated. When I was com- 
pletely master of the language, my landlord 

brought me to that city; as he hoped, through so 

• 

novel and extraordinary a present, to insinuate him- 
self into favour with a certain great senator. Tbe 
government of that country is aristocratical ; the 
State is governed by the great Council, and all the 
senators are of the ancient nobility. They who 
are of mean extraction, can never hope to obtain 
any employment or post higher than that of head- 
borough, city registrar, or recorder of a small town 
or province. Now and then they push the matter 
so far, as to get themselves appointed burgo- 
masters; but, in such cases, particularly dis- 
tinguished worth and merit are indispensable re- 
quisites. Through such means, my landlord had 
obtained his mayoralty ; for he possessed so pro- 
lific a brain, that in the space of one month, he 
excogitated no less than eight-and-twenty projects ; 
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and altiioQgh noiie of them were 90 contrfred or 
diBpOBed^ that the execution thereof conid in fb0 
smallest degree be of any benefit to the Stale, tbejr 
neveMhelesB fiirnisbed proofs of that fertillty of 
getllas, by whidi be had raised himself to so gi«At 
a dignity ; since, in the whole snbterranean world; 
piojectore are nowhere so bi^ly esteemed as tfaejr 
are here. 

The capital of liie repablic is called Mtxrtinia^ 
from which the whole country tal&es its namer The 
situation of it is charming, the buildings magnificent; 
it enjoys a gr^ deal of trade, and possesses an 
admirable naval establishment. In point of elze, 
and the number of its inhabitants, it seemed, as far 
as I was able to judge, to be in no wise inferior to 
Paris^ The crowd in the streets and lanes was 
so great, that we were obliged to fight our way 
through with our fists and sticks, in order to reach' 
that side of the city where the presideat dwrit, to 
whom my landlord, the burgomaster, intended to 
make a pres^it of me« Having at length arrived 
in the vicinity of that gentleman's house, my laiid« 
lord went into an inn fw the purpose of arranging 
his dress, that he might appear before his Ex- 
cellmicy arrayed in a proper and becoming man- 
ner. There flocked immediately around him t ' 
whole host of servants, who are called MaskaiHy or 
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decoriiloiB, whom every body i§ in the ImUt of 
employing previous to entering any of the senaAors' 
palaoes. These servants brush the clothes, take 
out any stains there may be upon them, and, 
with a wonderful dexterity, put everything imme<' 
diately, that is in the least wise deranged, even to 
the folds of the coat, again into the most perfect 
order. One of these MaakatH ran directly to the 
bnrgomaster, drew his sword from the scabbard, 
aad polished it very bright Another bnsied him- 
self at the same time with tying knots of ribbon of 
varions oolonrs round his tail ; for nothing in the 
world seems to be of so much importance to these 
apes ais the adorning of this part of their bodies. 
There were senators, and especially the wires of 
senators, who, on hi^days and holidays, were not 
aUe to adorn their tails for a less sum than a 
thousand ril-doUars of our money. The tibird 
ifymkaiH had a pair of compasses, with which he 
measured the clothes, in order to ascertain whether 
ereiy part, possessed its due and proper symmetry. 
The fourth attended with a bottle (rf kdydor, for the 
in^ovementof the complexion. The fifUi passed his 
feet in review, and oat his corns ip a very clever and 
cim'opedistical manner. The sixth bron^t scented 
water, with which he besprinkled the burgomaster 
from head to foot ;--^nd, in short, this one wiped 
him with a towel, that put the curls of his hair 
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into order,^ while another held a looking-glass before 
him ; and all this took place with the same caye, 
exactness, and attention, that a geometrician in 
Europe is accustomed to observe in measuring aiid 
colouring his maps. Lord save us ! thought I to my* 
self ; if so much care and pains be necessaiy.for the 
smoothing, fashioning, painting, and polishing flie 
gentlemen, what time and expense will there not 
be applied in the ornamenting of the ladies ! And 
certain it is, that the females of MarOnidf in fibis 
respect, are not at all restrained within moderate 
bounds ; but they, on the contrary, by means %of 
so many paints and hashes, endeavour to conceal 
their bodily imperfections in such a way, that, on 
approaching them, the nose is always compelled 
to atone for the pleasure of the eyes. . For ivjien 
the sweat and other cutaneous oozings get mingled 
with the paints and scented waters, it maybe com- 
pared with the effect produced by a cook in mixiipg 
many kinds of soup together; — ^we know not of 
what the medley smells, we only know that it smells 
most noisomely offensive. 
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My landlord being polished, frizzled, painty, 
and adorned, in the manner already describ€4» 
he took me, attended only by three servants, to fbe 
president's palace. A s soon as he entered the iavAe- 
chamber, he pulled off his shoes, that he might not 
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istain the marble floor. He was obliged to wait, 
in this condition, a full hour before his arrival was 
announced ; and even then he did not gain admit- 
tanee until be bad made some few small acknow- 
ledgments, whereby a person in this country is 
Inecessitated to ingratiate himself with the servants, 
^e President was seated on an elevated, hand- 
somely gilt chair. On beholding my landlord and 
myself enter the room, he burst into an immoderate 
fit of laughing, and then put to us so many silly and 
frivolous questions, that the perspiration started 
from my forehead in large drops. At every an- 
swer — 

Ay, even before the answer half was given, 

He latigh'd as if his lAonkey-sides he woald hare riven. 

I opined, since the State had elected such a fool 
for its president, — or even vice-president, — of the 
great council, that madness must here be looked 
upon as merit, and this idea I communicated to my 
landlord. But he assured me that this was a 
man who was generally acknowledged to possess 
very extraordinary and distinguished talents ; and 
whose superior genius was manifest enough to 
everybody, from the innumerable occupations, of 
entirely different natures, which he, at so youthful an 
age, was capable of managing. His comprehension 
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was so extraordinarily quick, that be, wUlst at 
^ble with his glass in his hand, not oidy decided 
the most important afiGurs, but also, daring dinner 
and supper, used to write a new ordinance betweea 
every law or statute. I took the liberty oi asking, 
bow long such an ordinance usually continDed^ 
valid ? ^ In general," answered my landlord, ^< as 
long as until tbe council thinks proper to repeal iL^' 

When bis Excellency had been babbling with 
me for about half an hour, and had suffered bis 
tongue to run with the same glibness as we are ac- 
customed to find in that of an European barber, he 
turned to my landlord and said, that he would take 
me as ope of his servants, since he had perceived, 
by my very slow conception, that I must have beea 
bom 

In Stupidity^s land, wbere ray tutors wore assear. 
And where doll apprehension for cleyemess passes ; 

and that I was consequently disqualified for every 
important employment. ^^ I have also clearly 
enough," said my landlord, '^ perceived in him a 
certain innate sluggishness ; but if he only have 
time allowed to consider a little within himself, he 
judges of a matter by no means so foolishly." 
" Yes, but of what service is that?'' answered the 
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Pves&ient ; ^ here we wmt adroit pecyple fai ofltee, 
» the rauttiylicity of bosiness admits of no taidinesa 
ortiday," When he had irtteied these words^, he 
began attentiirely to examuie my bodily stuength,' 
floid oommanded me to lift a tolerably heavy weight 
from' the floor. As I dM thus without any parQcalar 
laroable, he said-— >^* Nature, whidh has been so 
spanng in regard to the Realties of your mind, has 
oompensated yxm in ibis mamiar, by granting yoo 
corporeal power." I was then ordered to withdraw, 
and remain a few mlnates on the outside, where 
I was received by the servants with all posiril^ 
politeneBs ; bat at the same time was wofiilly 
importuned by their incessant chattering and ridi- 
ealous grimaces. They put so many questions to 
tue respecting our world, that I was at last com- 
pletely at a loss what answer to midce : and not- 
withstanding I invented many things in my per* 
plexity, still I could not satisfy their curiosity. At 
length my landlord r^med, and informed me that 
it had pleased his Excellency to admit me among 
his attendants. From ihe preliminary discourse of 
the President, I was able in some measure to judge, 
that the appointment I bad obtained was not of 
very great importance ; conjecturing, that it must 
eifiier be that of porter or major-domo; but on 
aaicing my landlord what the office really was, he 
answered me — ^^ His Excellency, as a particulu* 

r2 
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tnatk of favoar, has appoiated jroa faiB 
chatrmaiiy wUh a yearly salary of five^and-tweiitjr 
StereobUcBf (a SiercehUe in MarHnia is eqaivdent 
to about two. rix-dollars,) and beaides haa pronmed, 
thatyoa ahall not perform tbia serrice to any otber 
tban himaelf and ber Ladysbip, bis spoase." Hils 
answer was a tbiinder-*d<4> to me. I repreeenled 
to my landlord, in tbe/ moat pathetic md forcible 
manner, how rnijaat it was to appoint a free-born 
bring, descended from the human race, to such an 
employment ; but the aenrants, who floclsed aroapd 
me in troops, and were near killing me with.tbeir 
extraTi^ht congfatuIaticMis, interrupted my dis- 
coarse. As all Mariinians are giddy, trifling, and 
talkative, they never think for an instairi; of what 
they have uttered, aod keep their tongues incessantly 
running. I was at length conducted into a sm^ 
apartment, in wbidi stood the supper ready serviBd 
np; and, after partaking of a moderate repast, I re- 
tired to the chamber destined to be my lodging*room. 

I<got immediately into bed ; but, on account of 
the commotion in my mind, I was not able once to 
close my ^yes. At the haughtiness with wfai^h 
these apes regarded me I grew almost frantic^ and 
it actoally required a Spartan patience to pat up 
with this derision. I bemoaned my unhappy jGate, 
wbidi appeared now much harder than when on the 
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|i]atiet Nasiary saying to mjrselt— ^' If the great 
Kitdoki^ Lord Chancellor in the principaMty of 
P&0i^y were to eotne here, this most excellent and 
worthy man, who requires a whole month to make 
U decree, would hardly be tak^ any notion of. 
And how would matters go with PcUmia in this 
cmmtry; where tiie senators compose laws and 
conch them in writing over the bottle ?*' After 
serioas reflection^ I was convinced that I had quitted 
ihe land of wise men, and was arrived in the abode 
of fools. Wearied out with tdese considerations, I 
fell at lengOt into a jirofound sleep. How long I 
enjoyed this repose, I am not able exactly to say, 
«s there is here no difference betwixt day and night. 
It is never dark, excepting at a certain time, when 
the planet Nazar comes between the firmament 
«nd the subterranean sun, which is thereby eclipsed, 
'lliese obscurations are very ■ remarkable, as the 
*planet Nazar^ whidi in its orbit passes pretty near 
the firmament, covers entirely with its shadow the 
disc of the sun. In consequence of the continual 
shining of this bright luminary, there is here no 
Change of seasons. The inhabitants have, therefore, 
a variety of contrivuices ; as, for example, shady 
groves, reireshing walks, and caves below the 
^ ground, to shield them from the oppressive and 
ttiq)Iea8ant heat 
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' I was'jmt apvahe, whoEi an ape^ wbo called 
fletf my eoHmgtie^ mteied my loom, baring inhis 
band aorae ribbco and a fidae taS, wbieh he>weey 
deiteraiiely a^iaatBd tamy poatoters, to give me 
aa mneb a^ poaaiUe the appearanea of tbe other 
iq^ea BeflieBtaUnietoboldBiyadf inreadii 
aa the Preaident^ in the oeone of half mk boor, 
to be carried ta tbe Academy^ to wbicbbe, together 
with al ttie othe» amatoia, waa iindted to a paUiG 
piogramma. It waa a doetov'a proaaoiiony iprtikh 
waa a^KxMed to take ptaee at icnrtean o'eloek in 
tbe fiorefiom. I moat heve ranarb, that alAooi^ 
there ia no difference betwixt tbe daya mm) Btghtay 
tiie latter befog idwaya light, tbe former are nere^ 
tbeleaa divided^ with the bdp of dodc-wwlc or 
acnd-glaaaeB, into certain boars, half bonra^ and 
itnarters, aathat tiieday andnig^t eontaih two-^amk^ 
tw^ty Martinian beura. If it ahoald etwr 86 hi^ 
peui tbiA idl file ekxto of tbe town at oiice ato^ 
aiailf it would be tanpoaaiUe for tbe tnbabitanta to 
know bow tbetiime went, astil fiiey got tbem agaiti 
regulated aceordmg to^lboae of some other placid; 
for aaardiala they have none, nor can fiiey ever 
have any, beeana^ the sen betaig dwnya in Him 
zenith, and tbe rays conaeqoently faH&ig peiftan** 
diculiH*ly, there is no Bhadow;'afld where there ia 
a well dug, it is light all over. Tbe y^ar ia dMmt* 
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miBed McorcBng to the coofse of the planet Nuizaty 
which goes nmnd the eran In jaet cite half of the 
time flmt the ffarmament does* 

At fourteen o^dock, we carried his BxcelteBejr 
IB a §^ aedafHcfaaif to the Acadenqr* On enter- 
ing the auditory, we beheld 0evend doetonr and 
magiiters seated in methe^eal order. As hts 
Excellency passed, each lose from l^n seat and 
turned bis tail towaids him. This is considered a 
cbark of reqpeet ; and for this reason so mueh eai^ 
is taken to ornament their tails. These inyerted 
sfdatatioiis naturaDy appeared to me very absvrd 
and ridiculons ; for the fnroihg of Ibe back upon a 
person, is a mark, with ns, of indiflbrence ^id oon'^ 
tempt: but every country has its manners. The 
albce^mentloiied doctors and magiaters were sitting 
OS both sides of the aoditory ; and at the farthest 
«ndy directly facing tlie bar, was a pulpit, wberein 
be who was to take his degree was standing. Pre-* 
TioHs to the act of promo^n, a dispstatioii wa^ set 
up, of the following \Mie\^Pkg^al Inaugural 
IM99eriationf wbeteln the roost important propoiri- 
^Um-^Wkeiier the JTunmi^g and Buzzing Noise 
qf Flies and other Ineeets^ be made mth their 
Mouths or their Rumps? — was exposed to considera- 
tion and demonstrated. The Presid^t had under- 
taken to support the firet opinion; but hia opponents 



diaputed it with so mocb warmth^ tbstit was fisaxied • 
that this wrangling woald at last terminate in a 
sangainaiy fray ; to which it certainly would have 
come, had not the council risen, and with its aa- 
thority damped the out-hfeaking quarrel* Daring 
the disputation, tb^re was a continual playkig npoi^ 
flutes. Th^ musicians managed the comtteof the: 
debate, by poundings in ord^ to animate tiie di9f 
putants, when they began to flag, herd and Tiolenfc 
notes; and when their rage was getting to tootfaa^r. 
a pitc;h, ^o& and enchanting t<mes were simt .farfli 
from the i^^struments, by which it Was immediate^ 
appeased. Very frequently, boweyes', sttdi4ik0' 
means have no effect For it is * difflcalt to . lei 
one's-self be directed when matters of imix)Ftano6 
are tre9ted on ; of which we have sufficient proofs in 
our world, where the disqoisitioii and deneumstratioii 
of intricate and complex propositions put the blood* 
into a no less state of ebullition. In the mean while, 
this quarrel, which at one time assumed an ap** 
pearance of murder and bloodshed, terminated with 
mutual eulogies and congratulations, in^tbe'samev 
manner as inour ^jVcademies, where, according to an 
ancieptly-allowed-of custom^ the President always 
quits the rostrum victoriously- 

The disputation being ended, the act of promo^ 

* 

tion took place with the following ceremonies :— The 
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caadidate was seated on the floor in tfie centre of 
the anditoiy^ where three rergensy or officers of the 
Aeademj, advanced with measured step, and threw 
over him a psiX of water ; they then perfhmed hitti 
with incense, and gave him a Paretic, an emetic, 
and a cathartic. This they performed with all pos- 
silde solenmfty and reverence; and then' howlng 
down tfaedr lieads, they proclaimed him a worthy 
and lawfully created doctor. As I was extremely 
asftmibbed at these stra&ge and [extraordinary 
cemnonlea, I tamed to a learned ape, who was 
standiog by my tide, and asked him the signHlca- 
tioa of wiiat I brtdd. He pitied my gross lgno« 
raUce, and said, that the water, ineense, emetic, &c., 
signified, that lie should be cleansed from all the old 
stains and imparities belonging to the commonalty, 
before he Altered on bis new and exalted way of 
life. On hearing this, I was mach provolced at my 
own stapidify, and, filled with admiration, I ventured' 
not to ask another question, in order that it might' 
not be observed that I had never till then been 
among deoent people. 



oefeniony being now ended, an alarin was 
sounded, of drums, fifes, Bnd trumpets. The new 
doctor left the auditory in a green gOwn, with a belt 
round ins body, «id was foilowed hcAne by the 
whole learned troop : but as he was only of com- 
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mem extraotion, be ww not carried in ft sedan, but 
drawn in a eart, hy twf) mmiin^footiBen .^esacid 
in long kirOes, tbe wrong tide before* Tbe bo- 
lemnity terminated} M nanal, with a samytwim 
bwqnet, at wbkii aU tbe gneets got ooB4>]etei j^ 
dmali; for tbej pariook ea freely, of tbe battle, 
ttwt tbe greateat pmrt oC them were carried bome 
in a atatfrof ialosicartio% and were for aeme4a)Fa 
aier obliged to take medioine m order to get ifawN 
advea to tights again; so that throngh the whefe 
drama there waa nothing performed, from tbe be- 
ginning ta the' end, but wbai^a* perfectly aoiem*^ 
and i can affirm, that I hare n'&f& witneaimd aimeee 
regnlar aeademicalr promotion^ or aeezi a candidate 
admitted to a doctor's d^ee m a more Uiwfid 
manner, in our world. 

In their eoarts of jjoatieefhey decide mattem with, 
wonderfol celerity ; ao HM I realty ooald . not aottr 
dently admire tbe easy and qnick comprebeoaion 
which ia pecnliiff to this people. Very eft^i the 
judges rise long before the adroeatea halie done 
speaking, and come to a decision so qaiddy, mid 
with ao much elegimee of kM^goage and graee&il- 
neaa of inaoner, that Itia j|idte.apletedre fa fanar 
aid h?bo)d theya* I wed freqaentlyto attend theae 
oomts 11^ ofder tn >MiQim. a knowled|ge of tbe 
Martinian mode of legal procedmre^ In t&e be^* 
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gfamingy the verdlds aj^eared to m& alwajps 
JQift and gretiBcled CNH nalitral equity ; bat oil doe^ 
comidcaratiehi, I fomd tfaem bo unjust^ iodliby and 
^sotttradtetorjr^ that I woaM miidt ralber let the 
fafifie of ft cause depend on tbe east of a die, tiMttii 
femre it to tbe decknon of tin ja<|gea of Martmia. 
Respecting the' laws I can sajr nothings ob acdmnt 
of Hk" mutability to 'i^IuGb fliey are sabjeetf far 
hMk flmlaw and eqmij of the country ate here 
yesatiy altered, iii the same mannar as o)d iasUoiiB 
tiki aboHsIied and new <nie8 fhtrodoced,. so fiiat 
matiy lire* pimlsfaed far actions wfaidb were not pio*- 
hfbitei when they commitledtheiii. For this reason^ 
appeals are made from tbe lower to tbe higher 
courts, as it is hoped, that during tbe course of tbe 
process the law s^licable ti> fiieir case nwy be 
rqiealed. This feadt arises from the too basfy 
maani^ ki which these Iarw« are drawn up« Add 
to tins, that tills nation has so great & rebh for 
^erytimg winch is novet^ that it lis disgusted eiren 
irifb the most b^iefidal laws and regniations, as 
9fxm as they become old. I observed the same 

^bleness in regjard- to their dress and oriiam^titsv 

t, • . . • ■ • 

Tbe advcieatesf are befe 'very highly esteemed 
fat tiieir subtle titfaiiner of disputing. Tliere sEre 
sotiie, wbo know bow (x) manage mattess so 



252 

well, and to extricate their clients from the greatest 
difficulties, that they never nndertalce any oflier 
than doubtful and unjust canses, in order to prwe 
their address, and to show how ingeniously they 
can change black into white. The judges are glad 
.to see an unjust cause defended with sabtilty and 
acnteness ; and provided the process be only oohw 
ducted wifli every formality, they are perfectly 
satisfied. On sudi occasions, they are accnstonv^ 
to say— ^*' We see and know that the cause Is 
unjust, but since it is defended with so much skill 
and legal. ingenuify, we cannot omit, in considerd^ 
,tkm of die barrister's assiduity and dOig^ce, tb 
swerve a little from the rule of justice/* 

The doctors of laws give instructions in their 
science at diflerent prices, according to the nitore 
of the case. Those, for example, who teach bow 
to plead and gain unjust causes, neceive twenty 
atercolaies; and those, on the contrary, who teach 
the pleading of just causes, take only ten. The 
formalities of the lav^ are so many and so tediously 
proKx, ^at a person, throu^ the prodigious num- 
ber of laws and ordinances, accumulated one apoti 
knother, can never come to the bottom of Ibis 
science; for jn consequence of the extraordinary ' 
acutenesB, quickness. of apprehension, and penetra- 
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iion^ of the MarHniansi tbe^ naaseate everything 
that is simple and pefspicaoas, and have only a relish 
for that wbioh is subtle, intricate, and confused. 

The same holds good in respect to their religion, 
ITybich is 1)7 no means practical, bat merely specu- 
l^ve. Thns have they two hundred and thirty 
diffiBrent o]»aion8 >as to what ibrm is to be as- 
cribed to the Almighty ; and three hundred and 
idnety-six regarding the nature and properties of 
tiie soul. The MarHnian9 never go to drardi, or 
into any theological college, for the purpose of 
faring anything instructive or edifying, or to learn 
how to live and end their days correctly; but 
merely to hear with what ability and acuteness of 
judgment the religious orators express themselves.' 
The more unintelligible the compositions are, the 
more are they eulogized ; for the Martinians listen 
to no discourse with pleasure, unless it be incom- 
prehensible. 

They concern themselves not so much about 
the subject, as about the words ; and their orators 
.aim more at the use of elegant phrases and inven- 
tive and elaborate turns, than at well-grounded 
ratiocination and well-perpended proofs : striving, 
merely by harmonious periods, to ticlcle the ear, and 
gain the approbation and attention, of the audience. 



I tfaeiefiare ventured not to mentfoa a flytiable tMn^ 
Fegai^cling tbe Gbristian reUgioo; the doctrines cf 
which ate distiDgaiBbed bf evident simplicity, and 
plain and unembelliabed truth. 

The vepvte in wUeh pfojecton stand in ftia 
I^aeet S8i|)a80e8 all tdaBcripti<Ni; and the mow 
pF9peeteroi» and impraotieable a proposal is, the 
smer it is of meeting with general approbatien. 
As I iras once talkkig iritfa a c^taio apeconcemiiig 
the. nature wd.propettiea oC the earth, and told bint 
that its earfoee was inhabited, tlie idea immediately^ 
eisvyfik him to <fig throng the dbell of if , and panre a- 
wa)r to the s«q»er*terreatrial people* He deli^eiedf 
in his proposal, winch was every where approved of, 
and shortly ailer a Supra^ierraneotiM Tradings 
Company was established, to which the inhabitants^ 
flocked in great numbers, and contended with eacfr 
other in baying up the shares. But as everything, 
through Hus commotion, got into disorder and con- 
fusion, and several families, by holding these shapes, 
were reduced to the utmost want, it was at leiigib 
seeo, that the {MTOJect vras absurd, and tiie under^' 
taking was consequently abandoned. NotwitfK 
stmding the injury and loss which this plan hctdi ' 
brou^t upon the country, the prqector not onljr 
received no punishment, but, on the contrary^ on 
account oi his greatness and confidence in himself, 
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eveiywiiere ioaded wiKh praise ; for tlie Mar- 
Untans are accustomed to say on sach oocaaions — 

If the result has tamed out sad. 
The idea was still not had. 

As I had thoroa|^7 studied the character of this 
nation, I was bent upon profiting by its weakness, 
in 4mler to bring mjrself into notiee in tke country, 
ttmt I mi^t in some way or otiier better my eDn* 
dition. On exajniniBg tbe constitation of the 
State, I discovered in it several errors and deKbcts : 
I toandf in particular, that they had too many artlsis, 
aad too few craftsmen. I therefore handed in a 
proposition for establishing more mechanics for 
the puUic benefit But all proposals of that nature 
only excited laughter and contend among this 
veiny -frivoloas, and hangbty people, who found 
pleaaor^ only in trifles and toys. 

I was much offwded at my own stupidity, and 
thought to myself, Thou art indeed an arch-block- 
head, and deservest to remain a sedan-diair- 
horse until tiie day of thy death ! I, however, never 
suffered my courage to sink ; and as I perceived 
that I eiiected nothing by ben^cial projects, I de-> 
termined on trying wheflier, by means of an ab- 
surd and useless inventi<Mi, I might not be enabled 
to make my fortune. I made known my design to 
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icioiis ape, who enconri^^ 



me with these woTd&k^ 



A thing recommended, which the neck may endanger. 
But racks not the brains, then it surely will take ; 
The more if s absurd, take my word, as a stranger. 
That by it your fortune you surely will make. 

He dted exianples of many, who, by mere gew- 
gaws and children's playthfaigSj^-^spedally by 
introdacing new fashions,— -had got into great 
fiivoar with the nation. I therefore immediatdy 
resolved on being mad with the mad ; and kf; this 
purpose, with careful and attentive examindjon, I 
passed in review all the useless contrivances a^d 
preposterous inventions which I recollected in 
Europe. Ailer mature consideration, my choice 
fell upon those ornaments for the head which we 
call Perrimga. I perceived that the country 
abounded in goats, of the hair of whidi 1 con- 
ceived it possible to make these wisdom-holding 
coifs ; and as my step-father, of blessed memory, 
had followed this profession, I was able, in a case 
of necessity, to worl^ in a bungling manner a little 
at the business. I then set about and made a wig 
of goat's hair, that fitted myself, and in this orna- 
ment I Bjgfp&dseA before his Excellency the Presi- 
dent. He was mudi surprised at this novel and 
uncommon sight, asked me what it meant, took it 



off my head; put it cm his own/ and rta straight tcf 
the looldng-glass to see how it became him* He 
was so highly delighted at seeing himself with this 
attfare on his head/ that he exclaimed in eeCtasy :—* 
** Divine ! A perfect image of the gods ! '* and 
sent for her Ladyship, his wife, to participate w his 
joy. She, who was not less glad on this occasion 
than himself, embraced and kissed him^ and assured 
faim that ilbe had ne^er in her life seen him look 
half so handsome ; in wluch opinion all the inmales 
and domestics of course agreed. His Excellency then 
turning to me, eiclaimed :-^*' O Kakidoran / iftbis 
inven^n of y durs only please the Senate as nmcb 
«n it pleases me, yon* may fully rely upoA reoeivitg 
an- honouraUe reward from the State/' I most 
huoibly thanked bis SSxcellency, and delivered to 
Mm soon after, a petition, which I entreated him to 
lay before the Senate, wherein I expatiated on the 
excellence of my invention in the following style :--* 

' ** To their Excellencies, the most high-bom and 

illustrions, right honourable, right nobfe, dis- 
' ■ ■ ■ 

ceming, discriminating, very jtidicioas, and 

* ' most learned Senators ; — 

*^ The natural indinalion which I bBtr^ always 
.felt of proving myself of service to the State, and 
of effediflg something for the general advantage. 
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has prompted me to invent and dfarieite a new, 
and hitherto entirely imlmown, caver for tke head^ 
which I herewith most humbly present, and anb- 
mit to the inspection, examination, and judgment^ 
of yoiir moat illustrioiiB, enlightened, and right 
honoaraUe Selires, in Conncil a^embled ; not doabt- 
ing that the fiame will be gradooaly jreoeived'^ 
especially as the invention aims at the oniament, 
honour, and giory, of the nation^ arid will prove to 
the whole world, that as much as the renowned 
MarHnian9 are distingtiished among all the nations 
fai the nniverse for tbeh* sup^or virtoes and &cdl- 
ties of the nnnd, jnst as much do they sinrpass all 
others in dress and exterior omameiKts, which gire 
to the person both dignity and grandeor. I affirm 
solemnly, thai in no respect have I in vieKv e^ier 
profit or em(Jament, and therefore dei&re not the 
smallest rewaard for my laboar; bdng peffeottjr 
satisfied with having, to the best of my abilitiefl, 
contributed to the public benefit and the honour of 
the State. If, howeva*, the illustrious and rery 
jadicious Council should, in its wisdom, find that my 
feeble efibrts are deserving of reward, I shall with 
gratitude and joy. accept of a fienrour, which wilb 
show the world at large its distinguished liberality^ 
and will ^courage others to strive at similar or 
Iteer inventions of art. ^lely from that considera- 
tion, I will not oppose the gratuity and beneficence 
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ofttie ilkiBtrioas and very judicious CoufM^, alid of 
tte geiier6ti8 pec^le of Metttnia. BAoofflmendi^ 
luyself to the favour and benevolenGe tf the monk 
eiaightened and illuiitriotta Senators^ 

<< I femabi, 
With the most profound reverence, 
Hie right honourable and right Mble Gouncil'a 
most humble and moet obediMt Servmit, 

« KAidixMULir." 

« Marttnia, the 1th o/the Mt>nth of AstraV^ 
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Hie £xoeIlencjr the President t6ok this {letitkm^ 
together with the wig, to the Senate with hitt. I 
was informed, that all other buBineas intended finr 
that day was postponed, so Very busy was the 
Council in examining this new invention. What 
the motion was made for a division^ they almost 
eimuttaneonsly and ttnaniniousty bestowed great 
eacomiums on the inventicn, declared the work to be 
e master«]dece, and adjudged a reward to the 
nodesfe and disinterested artist. In the whole 
Ooaneil there wwe only tiiree Senators who opposed 
U ; but they fell, in consequence, into ill lepute, 
and were condemned as ignorant, void of taste, 
and useless members. 

As soon as the resolution was passed, I waft called 
up into the Council-chamber. On my entering^ 

s2 
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an old ape rofie fit»n his seat, and after having. 
ttuoilLed me in the name of the whole repoblic, and 
announoed to me fliat my work should be rewarded 
according to its merits, asked me how much time, 
I required for making sudi an ornament for the 
head ? I answered him, that I considered myself 
amply and sufficiently rewarded, in finding that 
my invention and worlonanahip had met with the 
approbation of so great a personage as himself, and 
that of the whole Senate ; and that I would engage 
to tmike, in the conrse of two days, another periwig 

4 

like ifaat ; and further, that if they would allow 
me the help of some apes who were acctstomed 
to handiwork, I would, witlnn a mcoith, fumisb 
periwigs to the whde city. 

But the President, on hearing this, became very 
red, and exclaimed with much vehemence — ^' God 
forbid, my dear KaMdarany that this ornameiQit 
should be in general use in the whole city, and,; in 
crniscfquiNice of being worn by every one, without 
distinction, should become conmion! It is neces- 
sary that the nobility possess something by which 
they may be distinguished from the commonalty." 
All the most eminent and respectable members 
concurred with him in opinion, and the superinten- 
dent of police was charged to look to the observance 
of this resolution of the Senate, that the nobility, by 
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too general a use of periwigs, might not lose any- 
thing in their priirilegesy nor so excellent an oma* 
ment be polluted by the common people. But 
this interdiction had the same effect as all orders 
that are issued in regard to di&rence. of rank and. 
extravagance are wont to have, — ^the ocnnmcnialty 
was so much the more eager to infiringe it. As 
everybody was highly delighted with this (»ma-^ 
ment, the opulent citizens, partly through the 
influence of their friends, and partly by means of 
money, obtained titles or patents of nobility ; so that 
within a short period half of the town was ennobled. 
As applications from tiie provinces poured in after- 
wards so quickly one upon another, the Council at 
length thought it the most advisable to repeal this 
interdiction, and allow every one, without distinc- 
tion, to wear a periwig. I had, therefore, the 
pleasing satisfaction of seeing the whole of the Mar-. 
thiian nation bemgged before I left the country. 
And verily a person can hardly imagine to himself 
what a droll and ludicrous sight it was to see 
these apes with periwigs on their heads ! The 
whole nation made so much of this invention, tiiat 
a new dhironology was in consequence introduced ; 
and from that time, according to the Martinian 
dnnals, begins the Age ofPeriutigs. 

With regard to myself, I was loaded witii eulogies 
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and panegyrics, covered with a purple robe, attd 
l^ine from the Senate-boose iA the President's 
aedan-cbair ; so fliat the same chairman, who bad 
ao lately been my oomrade, was now obliged to be 
my horse. From that day forward I dibed coih 
stantly at kis RsceUency's own taUe. After tids 
glittering prdude to my forton^ I commeBced ttie 
work which I had promiieied, and made, wiBi the- 
help of the fellow-worianeD whom they sent to me^ 
within a short tim^ as many periwigs as weie 
leqaired for flie whole Senate ; who, after the lapse 
of a month, during which time I was in a continaal 
stew, caused to^ be delivered to me ^ patent of 
nolnlily of the following tenour ? — 

*< In consideration of the very excellent invention, 
which is likely to prove highly ben^cial to the 
State, and ynth wMch Kakidoran, bom in the 
town of Europe, htiB obliged the Martinian nation^ 
we have resolved to raise him to the rank of no- 
bility ; so that he, and his posterity for ever, AeiBt be 
looked upon as tnie and lawful noblemen^ and eigoy 
aD the prerogatives, privileges, and rights, whidb the 
nolrility of Martima is in possession of. Fniiber,. 
we have resolved to honoor him with a new name ; 
so that he, from tlits day, shall no longer be called 
Kakidoran, but Kdkidorian. Moreover, as his 
new dignity witt occasion a more expenatve way of 
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}ikf we giy0 and grant unto him a yearly pension 
oi itoo hundred pataresy to support bis rank in ^, 
manner suitable to, and beconiing, the character of 
a Martinian nobleman.-^Given and passed at the 
Senate-boose in Martinian the fourth day of the month 
oi Merian^ under the Great Seal of the Council*" 

Thns, from a miserable chairman, I became 
suddenly metamorphosed into a celebrated noUe^ 
man, and lived a long time in splendour and honour. 
As it soon got wind that I was. in particular favouf 
with the President, every one was courting my good- 
will and protection. The gross flattery and fulsome 
adulation of these people went so far, that they 
made odes and hymns about me by scores, wherein 
they ascribed virtues to me of whidi I had not 
the most distant idea. Many, although they knew 
well enough that I was born in a world entirely 
unknown to them, were not scrupuloos at making 
my genealogical table, and tracing my family back 
tbrou^ numerous generations, even up to the 
earliest times maitioned in &ble. But this I did 
not particularly relish ; for I do not consider it 
altogether so very honourable to be descended 
fi-om apes. And further, as it was the fashion 
among the Martinians to cry up the tails of quality, 
l¥dl nigh, in the same manner as the poets with us 
extol the beaufy of the females, several of the 
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rhymers, in order to ingratiate themaelYefi with me» . 
<^ebrated the extraordinary beauty of my tail, not^ 
withstanding I liad none^ To sum np in a few 
words : their creeping, cringing, and &wning, were 
carried to each an extremity, ithat a certein man of 
tolerably high rank, whose name, out of respect to 
bis family, I sludi forbear to mention, was not 
lishamed to offer me Iiis wife to enjoy in every way 
i pleased, on condition that I, as a remuneration^ 
shoaid recommend him to the notice of bis Excel* 
lency the President 

This vile creeping and dissembling) to i^icb the 
whole of the nation is addicted, render it <iaite 
imposrible for any one to endure to read the Mar* 
tinian annals ; since they contain scarcely anyttiing 
else than pitifol and fulsome adulations and pane- 
gyrics, notwithstanding they are written in a style 
that is terse and elegant. On this account, tiie 
country produces mudi better poets than historians. 
It is quite certain, and a thing admitted, that there 
is no place in the world that abounds in so mafty 
suUime poets as this, wliicb is attributaUe to the 
uncommcmly strong knaginative facalty of the MaiT'^ 
Hniane. 

I enjoyed here, for the most part, very good 
health, althongh the heat, by reason of the continoal 
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predt^nee of the sun, was rather oppreasiFe. I lay 
onoe sick of a banring fever, wlHch was, bowerer, 
Imt of idiort duration; and I must acknowledge, 
&at the doctor who visited me was much moie 
intolerabte than the disease itself, in consequence of 
the incessant loquacity which is peculiar to this 
people. The first time that he paid me a visit, I 
was not able to refrain from laughing ; and seeing 
that it was the same person who had lately taken 
off my beard, I asked him how it came to pass 
that he was so quickly metamorj^KMied from a 
shaver into a Doctor Medtcifue ? He answered me, 
that be lived by both these professions. On hear- 
ing that, I was somewhat scrupulous about trust- 
injg my fife in' such a poly-histor's hands, and told 
him that I would rather have a doctor who devoted 
hfirtiself - entirely to the science of physic ; but he 
ai!^ured me, positively, that such a person was 
not to be found in the whole city. I saw myself 
therefore necessitated to take him. The extraordi- 
nary hurry iii whidb he appeared to be, excited my 
st^onlshment in no small degree; for no sooner 
had he prescribed a draught for me, than he went 
aWiay, saying that, on account of other avocations, 
he had not time to stay any longer with me. I 
asked him what other occupations he had, which 
were so pressing? . He replied, that at that 
hour he must go and perform his ordiiuury ocoupa- 
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tion in an inferior Court of Justice^ to whid> he 
was clerk. This eastern of having so many ir€Mi8 
in the fire was, as I observedi everywhere commbii 
throughout the country^ where no one is bads- 
ward in undertaking various employments of 
an aitirdy opposite nature. This self-confidenoe 
is grounded upon that qmckness of intellect which 
enables them to execute everything with such won- 
derful oelerity. But, from the many errors and 
blundoB which were here daily oommitted, I was 
fully oonviBoed that these M^t geniuses are of 
more ornament than benefit to a State. 

When I bad resided in the country for the space 
of about two years — in the beginning as CAaimian^ 
and afterwards as a Nobleman — an entirely un^K- 
pected event occurred, which had nearly giwn me 
the finishing stroke. I had hitherto stood particu- 
lariy high in favour in his Excellency's hous6 ; and 
especially her Ladyship, the President's wife, had 
always shown me so much kindness, that I seemed 
to be the first among all her favourites. She had 
often deigned to speak with me in secret : c^d 
althoo^ she appeared to find extraordinary pleasure 
in my company, she nevertheless observed so maeb^ 
caution, reserve, and modesty in her discourse, that 
I could do no oljier than look upon the fiwourswhieb 
she showed me in the most innocent light ; not 
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entertaining the least 8U8|»cion that the source oC 
at} this civility and politeness was an indecent and 
highly unbecomii^ prop^sity — especially in a lady 
who was distingnished anKmg the female apes as 
much for her virtues as for her noble descent. But 
after some time had elapsed, an ambiguity in her 
words caused me to entertain a very different 
opinion ; particularly when I remarked, 

fhtiX sometiBiefly. when with sweet and pleasing stixile, 
Whose brightness wonld by tears become obsonred, 
She gazed at me in silence ; and the while 
I saw the anguish that her soal endured, 
And marked the palpitations of her breast, 
Which^ pregnant with disquiet, beat so high» 
And which with troubles seemM to be oppress^, 
Seeking relief in many a bitter sigh. 
And sometimes wonld, upon her beauteous face, 
In sweet suffusion, hang the momiog-red ; 
The lily^s paleness then away would chase 
The rosy hue, that on her cheek was spread : 
And she, while struggling with an overwhelming pain, 
By turns grew red, then pale, then red, then pale again. 

All that I Bad conjectured, became at length, on 
receiving &e following note, brought by a waiting- 
woman, a perfect certainty : — 

'« Most beloved Kakidonan ! 
^^ The consciousness of what I pwe to my mnk 
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and exalted birtb, and the bashfiilness that is 
natural to my sex, have hitherto prerented the 
sparks of love, which have smouldered in my bosom, ' 
from bursting forth into ah open flame. But I 
am faint and weary with struggling, and my heart 
can no longer withstand the fSeiseinating enemy. 
Have compassion on a female, from whom only 
the highest degree of ardent love could have 
extorted this confession. 

'* Ptarnusa.'* 

I am not able to describe howwondrously I 
kept myself within bounds, on the occasion of this 
unexpected declaration of love. But as I con- 
sidered it better to expose myself to the revenge of a 
furious and disappointed lady, than to commit a sin 
which was repugnant to nature, by a shameful 
commerce with a being that was not of the same 
species as myself, I immediately wrote an answer, 
which, as near as I can recollect, was of the follow- 
ing tenour : — 

<< Most gracious Lady ! 
<* The constant good will which his Excellency 
your husband has shown towards me ;. the benefits 
which he, without my meriting them, has bestowed 
upon me ; the moral impossibility of complying 
with your gracious request ; and innumerable 



other reasons, which I shall not ; name ; have 
induced me to expose myself to the wrath and dis- 
pleasure of your Ladyship, ra^ther than consent to an. 
aption which would stigmatize me as the most 
nngratefal and the^ basest of all the biped race. 
Besides, that which is desired of me, is worse to 
me than death ; and the afiair, were I to yield to it, 
would redound to the dishonour and disgrace of one 
of the most illustrious families in the State ; and 
my compliance would injure that person who 
requested it, far more than any other. I must here 
declare, most gracious Lady, with the most solemn 
assurance, that although I can by no means, in that 
respect, comply with your Ladyship's desires, I 
nevertheless promise, to all other of your Ladyship's- 
commands, the most implicit obedience. 

" Kakidorian." 

At the foot of the letter I wrote the following: 
admonitory lines : — 

P. S. Consider the sin youVe committing ! 
Fly from it, and yield no compliance ! 
In a wife it is always befitting 
To set Cupid's wiles at defiance. 
If you in his snares he should capture. 
The bonds then of duty heM sever ; 
Though pleasures of sin might enrapture, 
You'd rue them for ever and ever ! 
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Thitf Mftwer I seiled up wttfa my awn Mai, and 
gave it to the waitk)g«woman» who carried it Iimmn 
dfately to her mistreBS. It produced the eGfect whiek 
I had oonjectared : her love was changed to the 
moat deadly and insatiate hatred-r- 

la vain, her otherwiae £uci«ating toagae 

StroTO hard to poor forth torrenti of rep Amch ; 

Bat on the lipa thame stifled er'ry word. 

No tears would start; for poignant grief repressed them : 

While from each eye, with wild, terrific glare, 

Rerenge ferocibosly would flash ; and she 

Her inward rage would like a demon show. 

She, however, deferred the execation of her le- 
venge, until she had obtained possesdon of the WOe^ 
donx which she had written to me. As soon as 8fa& 
had got hold of it, she sabomed several persons to 
attest on oath, that I, daring his Excellence's 
absence, had attempted to commit a rhpe i^n her. 
This story was embellished and repiesented with 
so much art and plausibility, that the President 
entertained no doubt regarding the truth of it, and 
gave orders that I should be immediately put into 
prison. In this desperate condition, I saw no other 
means of saving myself^ than by owning the alleged 
crime, and imploring the Precedent's mercy; by 
which I hoped to appease his wrath, or at least get 
^he punishment mitigated ; for the involving myself 
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hi a legal prooesft with one of the first anS most 
powerful fisunilies, especially in a country wiiere the 
merits <^ an aSisdr are not so madi regarded as the 
rank of the parties, I conceived would be worse 
than madness, I therefore made no defence, nor 
did i seek to justify or exculpate myself; but sup* 
plicated, wept, and implored, nottiiat the punish* 
ment should be entirely remitted, but that the 
rigour of the law should be relaxed — that a mitiga- 
tion might ensue. 

Thus, by owning myself guilty of a crime of whidi 
I had never even dreamt, my life was spared^ and 
I was condemned to perpetual impriaonment. I 
was immediately deprhred of my patent of nobility, 
which was torn in pieces by the hangman, and I was 
dragged awayand sent as a slave on board of a 
galley. It was one of those vessels bdonging to 
Ihe rqmblic whidi then lay ready for sailing to 
MezendareSf or the Regions of Prodigies ; whither 
the voyage is usually undertaken at a certain time 
of the year, namely in the monfli of Eadir. Such 
commodities as Mar&nia itself does not produce, are 
fetched from these countries, which are, as it were, 
the Indies of flie Martimans, The Mezendorian 
Company is composed of merdsants, some of whom 
are nobles, and others borgters, who, on the arrival 
of any of their ships, divide the cargoes among 
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fbemselveB, iii proporfion to the number of shared 
that eadi may bold. The vessels are propelled^ 
partly by the wmd, and partly by the means of 
oars, to each of wbieb a slave is chained : andl.was 
one of these nnfortnnate beings. A person mil 
easily imagine to himself what my feelings moat 
have been, at seeing myself compelled to tag, and 
to submit to the floggings experienced by a galley- 
slave ; and particularly when I had committed no 
crime for which I deserved to be placed among 
malefactors. 

The MarHnianB pronounced, according to the 
diversity of their ideas, difierent judgments on 
this adventure. Some were of opinion that I 
deserved my punishment; but when they saw me 
undergoing it, they then had compassion upon me. 
Others thought that my former services ought to 
have been taken into consideration, and that my 
punishment, in consequence, should have been 
remitted ; or at least much mitigated. The most 
upright and honest among the apes muttered and 
whispered to each other, that I was falsely accused ; 
but no one dared to interest himself in my behalf, 
for fear of my powerful adversaries : so I resolved 
on bearing my hard fate with patience. The 
greatest consolation which I now exp^enced in 
my wretchedness, was the contemplation of the 
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approaching voyage, upon which I hoped always to 
find new food to my insatiate cariosity, notwith- 
standing I did not give credit to all that the sailors 
related concerning those wonderful things which I 
should have an opportunity of seeing ; nor could be 
persuaded to believe, that there was in nature such 
an immense variety of great prodigies, as must 
necessarily be the case, according to the descrip- 
tion given of them. We had several interpreters 
on board, whom the Mezendorian Company employs 
on these voyages to negociate in the purchase and 
sale of their merchandize. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



VOYAOB TO THE REGIONS OF PRODIGIES. 



Before I proceed to give a description of tiie 
voyage, I mast first beg of all severe and merciless 
critics, not to wrinkle their brows too much and 
look sour at a relation of things, which may seem 
repugnant to nature, and to surpass even the most 
credulous man's power of belief ; — for 

My booV with empty names I shall not fill ; 

No spangle-wit, no turgid style, Fll use ; 

111 use simplicity,— ay e, that I will ! 

For information, friends, not to amuse 

I write, and therefore all is stamped with truth ; 

Hare mercy, then — hare tenderness—have ruth ! 

The things which I am now about to relate, are 
certainly incredible, but nevertheless true; for 
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I beheld them all with my own eyes. Raw and 
ignorant ninnybammers, who have nevereet foot oat 
of the town or village wherein they were bom, will, 
perhaps, look ^ upon all this as fabulous, they, never 
having either heard or seen the like since the day 
of fheir birth ; but the learned world, and especially 
those persons who > possess some knowledge of 
natural history, and have learnt from experience 
how fruitful nature is in varieiy, will pronounce a 
widely different and more reasonable judgment 
upon those extraordinary things which are about to 
be related to tliem. 

In times of jrore^ there were men found in Scjfikia^ 
the so denominated^^^rma^;^*, who had but one eye, 
which was placed in the middle <£ the fordiead. 
Others in the same region bad their feet turned the 
wrong end first. In Albania there were men born, 
who from their diildhood had grey hair. The 
ancient SaurmnaU ate only every third day, and 
fasted the other two. In Africa there were found 
certain families, who possessed the power of be- 
witching people with their talk. It is a well- 
known matter of fact, that there were in Ulyria 
certain persons who had two eye-balls in each eye, 
who killed people simply by staring long at them 
when they were angry. Upon the mountains of 

t2 
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Hindostan whole nations have been met with, who 
had the heads of dogs, and who barked ; and others 
who had eyes behind. In the most remote parts of 
IfuUa^ it has also bc^^i discoyered, that the bodies 
of the inhabitants are of lead, and are feathered 
after the same manner as birds ; who eat no victaals, 
but subsist entirely upon the fragrance arising from 
flowers. Who could have believed this, and even 
more, ifP&hy, one of the most serious writers, had 
not solemnly affir^ied that he had neither heard. nor 
read the least particle about it, but had beheld it 
himself with his own eyes ? Yes ! who could have 
believed that the earth was hollow, and that within 
its shell there were both sun and moon, if my own 
experience had not discovered this secret ? Who 
would have thought it possible, that there existed 
a globe, which was inhabited by rational and walk- 
ing trees, if the same experience had not placed the 
matter beyond all doubt? I will, however, not 
quarrel with any one for his incredulity in this 
respect ; for I must acknowledge, that I myself, 
before I made this journey, entertained a kind of 
suspicion that it was nothing else than stories and 
nursery -tales related by masters of ships. 

In the beginning of the month of Radir we em- 
barked, weighed andbor, and 
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The mild then fiU'd th* extended sails, 

Supported by the bending masts. 

And throngh the deep, with pleasant gales. 

Our vessel like an arrow hastes : 

And while the briny flood her pitchy sides did lave, 

She rose and bounded cheerily o>r ev'ry mountain-wave. 

The breeze oontinaed favourable for three days, 
during which time we poor rowers had reason to 
rqoice, Uxc not an oar was required ; but on the 
fourth day we had a perfect calm : 

The sails wert fnrlM, and all the oars were plied 
To force our vessel through the sluggish tide. 

As the Captain perceived that this labour was 
extremely painful to me, he was kind enough to 
allow me now and then to rest, and released me at 
length altogether from this servitude. I am igno- 
rant of the reason that induced him to show me 
so much kindness, unless it was that he thought 
me innocent, or because he deemed the inventor 
of the majestic periwig worthy of a better fate. 
He had himself taken three of these toigs vrith 
him, and I was employed to frizzle and keep 
them in order ; so that from a galley-slave I was 
suddenly metamorphosed into a hair-dresser. His 
good-nature went so far, that whenever we arrived 
in a harbour, he always allowed me to be one to go 
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on shore, by which I had abtmdimce of opporfai- 
nities for satisfyfaig my cariosity. 

For a length of time we met with nothing that 
was worthy of remark ; bat as soon as we had lost 
sight of land, 

New forms rose np from out the boundless deep. 

^Fhese were mmnaida^ whidi, when the weothf? 
was calm and the sea still, came swimming roand 
the ship to ask diarity : 

Th^yM huffian mouths and noseir, 
TheyM chins, and ears, and eyes, 
They^d breasts and lipe like tosm 
Before the flower dies ; 
They'd ey^ry charming feature, 
Which beauteous maids possess ; 
Each seemed a lovely creature. 
Whom man might well caress, 

» 

But no ; they'd tails of ^hioBy 
And cover^'d with hanl scales. 
Repugnant to man's wishes. 
And black, too, as are whales. 

« 

Their language had so much atinity with the 
Martinianj that even several of the sailors w6i^ 
.able to converse with them without an interpretei*. 
One of them asked me for a piece of meat ; and 
when I gave it to her, she looked attentively at me 
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and exdumed, ** A mighty hero and a ruler you'll 
become !" 

I laughed at tiiis prediction, as at empty flattery, 
Botwithstanding the sailors swore that the pro- 
phecies of. the mermaids were seldom i^rroneone. 
After a voyage of ei^t days, we at length descried 
a<x)ttntry which the ship's crew called Picardania. 
JHere we pat into harboar ; when immediately a 
magpie came flying towards us, whom I learnt tO| 
be the Inq)ector«general of the Customs, anid a very 
considerable personage. I had much to do to 
refrain from bursting my mdes with laughter, on 
hearing that a magpie fill^ such an important oflice, 
and seeing a collector. 

Up to the tbinnet air, on playfol wing. 

Soar till he seemM a spot in heay^n^s blue sky. 

From the size and character of the Inspector, I 
concluded that the Searchers and inferior Custom- 
house officers must be flies. 

When he had flown three times round our vessel, 
he then flew ashore, and returned with three other 
Magpies. They all alighted upon the prow. I 
fiiought that I should have split with laughter, when 
I saw one of our interpreters approach these mag- 
pies with many compliments, and heard him hold 
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a loDg conversation with them. Tbey were coooie 
to inspect the cargo, and to examine whetlier we 
had concealed any contraband goods, particularly 
,the plant Slak, the importation of which is most 
strictly prohibited. They are accostomed, therefore^ 
to search for this article with the utmost care 
and diligence $ and creep for this purpose into 
every nook and comer of the ship, rummage every 
package, and search every pocket, in order to seent 
it out The fact, is, that the iuhabitants are par* 
ticularly partial to this plant, and barter for it other 
excellent and necessary commodities, by which the 
country's indigenous plants, whidi might answer 
the same purpose, are depreciated in value ; so that 
the Picardaniansj in this respect, perfectly resem* 
ble the Europeans j who are so eager after every- 
thing which is produced in foreign countries, and 
must be fetdied from a great distance and at great 
expense. 

When the Inspector-general had conversed a 
pretty long time with our interpreters, he went down 
into the ship's hold, accompsuiied by the other mag» 
pies. On his coming up again, he appeared to be 
'Extremely irritated, and let us know that all trade 
between us and his nation should henceforth entirely 
cease, seeing that we had violated the treaty which 
was concluded, by bringuig prohibited goods with 
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us. But the Captain, who knew by experience 
how . Ae anger of a Cnstom-honse Inspector was 
immediately to be appeased, presented him with a 
few pounds of Slak of the best sort, which com- 
pletely altered his tone, and he gave us permission 
to discharge our cargo. When everythfaig was 
landed, there came flying to us an immense multi- 
tude of magpies, who were all merchants. Mean- 
while the Captain, with me and two other apes, 
namely, our supercargo and an interpreter, went 
on shore. 

We were invited to Sine with the Inspector- 
gcsieral. There was, however, no table ; for the 
Picardainans are not able to use chairs : the cloth 
was, therefore, laid in the middle of the floor. An 
abundance of costly and sumptuous courses were 
served up, but on extremely small dishes : and as 
the kitchen was in the attic, four magpies came 
flying dovm with each course through an aperture 
in the ceiling. When the dinner was over, the 
Inspector-g^ieral showed us his library. It con- 
sisted of a tolerably large number of volumes ; but 
of such diminutive sizes, that the largest folios were 
scarcely so big as a child's halfpenny story-book 
i could not forbear smiling, when I saw the librarian 
fly up to the highest shelves^ to take down small 
volumes in octavo and duodecimo. The bouses of 
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ih» J?ieardmiianB are not Y&ry qnlike ow owq i« 
ooBstmoUoa and embeUithmaiitfi; exoeptUig tbat 
.<be bedB bang dose under the jopf, aimilar to bvda' 
ne^te.. Ever^.ODQwill natarally wonder, how itj^ 
poBirible that magpies, which belong to (be inferior 
kind of birdsy are able to .erect sqcb immense bnlld* 
ings; bnt of ita really bt^hig the case, I was fiiUy 
convinced, by obseriring tbem work at a hooae^ 
wbidi they at that time were in the act of bnUding* 
Tbm:e were <m this occasion thonsands of woricr 
people in motion. The nnmber employed, and ik» 
facility with wbidi they fly, compensate in a great 
measore for their want of strengdi ; so. that they, in 
almost as short a time as we, can finish ai^ 
boildmg. 

We could not. enjoy the pleasnreof seateg the 
lady of the Inspector-general, as she had jtet lain 
in ; and it is not castomaiy here for a l3ring<-in wUb 
.to make her appearance . nntS the children ana 
fledged : but she would shortly venture out, her 
husband said ; for the young ones began already to 
be beautifol and downy. ' 

Our stay in this. country was so short, that I am 
not able 'to give a more accurate descriptidn of Jte 
condition, and of the cbacacter and manner® of Ifm 
iidiabitants. Ev^ybody's mind was* in ferment 
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fluct disquiet' lit'the same timy in coii8W|wiioe^« 
mm wbidi had latrij broken oat between ihe^Pfeaw 
danians Bnd iSbeiT neigbboars (lie Fieldfares^^ espe^ 
ctadly asy the dky after our arrival, die news was 
bDOagbt^ Ibttt the magpies were defeated in a great 
htMiB fought in ihe air ; and the commanding^ Qefae^ 
ral, on whom a oontt-mHrttal was held, was 86i^- 
iiexwtd to lose his wings, wMch is here loolied npon 
Ma drsadfolpmiishment, and almost as great as ibe 
less- of life. As sooii as we had disposed of cwt 
itterdiandhEe, we again set sail. Not fiu* from the 
abote* we^ perceived the s^ covered with feathers, 
ftom which we were led' to conclnde that the battle 
between the^magpies and fieldfares mnst have been 
foaght over that place. 

^ After a fevonrable passage of three days, we 
wtnhed in Mtuic'land. As soon as the anchor was 
"cast we went on shore. One of oar interpreters 
^iMilhed before ns with a masical instrument, whidi 
in Eiivepe is called a Sasa^iol. This appeared to 
me ezoeedingly ridicaloos^ for I was unable to con- 
ceive for whatpnrpose he carried this cumbersome 
burden. As we found all vacant and desolate, and 
WW not the least trace of a living creature, the Cap- 
tain ordered the trumpet to be sounded, to give the 
itdiabitants: notice of our arrival ; whereupon thiere 
came imoftediately running somewhere about thirty 
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mnsiciil instniiiients, or bass-violsy eadi on one leg* 
•As npon the wlKde of my travds I bad never met 
with anything CM> wonderfiil before, it seemed to me 
in the beginning to be nothing bat witchcraft ; but 
I* soon remarked, that thiese baaS'vMa were the 
inliabitants of tlie ooontry. On the top of a pretty 
long neclc they had a very little head; the body 
itself was small, aiid incrasted with a smooth bark, 
which fitted, however, not ti^t to the carcass, but 
left a farierably wide vacant space between. Over 
the navel they had by nntare a bridge, across which 
the fonratrings were attended. The vehole machine 
rested on one leg ; so that it may be said they ratb^ 
hopped thai ran, and they skipped vrith a wond^- 
ftil agility across their verdant fields. In short, as 
to what regards their shape, one might certainly 
have taken them for real mnsical instruments, if they 
had not had two hands and arms. In the one hand 
they hold the bow, and theother is used for finger- 
ing with. When our interpreter wished to speak 
with them, he took the bass-viol, which he had with 
him, in the left hand, the bow in the right, {daced 
himself in a proper attitude, and began to play. They 
answered immediately by strokes on their strings ; 
and, throng performing thus by tarns vrith each 
other, they came at length to a regular musical dia- 
logue. In the beginning tliey played merely euidgio 
with much fayarmony; but they got immediately 
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upon discordant and jarring tones, which were 
grating and unpleasant to the ear ; and at length 
they ended the music with a particularly livdy and 
agreeable presto. As* soon as our people heard 
tills, they skipped and jumped with joy, saying,, 
that the bargain for the merchandize was concluded. 
I learned afterwards, that the adagio^ which they 
played in the beginning, was an introduction to 
the dialogue, and consisted in mere mutual com« 
pliments : afterwards, while the dissonance lasted, 
they were treating about the price: and at length 
fbi^ 8weet*sounding presto si^iified that the sale 
and purchase were ^ected ; for immediately after 
the vessel was discharged. Among other artides 
which are imported into this country, Colophonia is 
the most considerable, with which the inhabitants 
smear their bows or speaking-tools. Great crimi- 
nals are punished by depriving them of their bows ; 
and to lose them for ever is looked upcm as equiva- 
lent to punishing with death. As I was told, that 
a cause was to be tried in a court of justice in the 
neighbourhood, I ran thither, in order once to wit- 
ness a musical law-suit. The pleadihg barristers 
played upon their ventrical strings, instead of 
speaking, and as long as the cause continued 
nothing was heard but dissonance ; so that their 
eloquence consisted in strokes with the bow and 
actions with the hands. As soon as the wrangling 



was floishedy the judge rose froouliis' seat, twk 
bis bowy and played an cfdagio, I remat ked, that 
it was tbe sentesoe be pronoiuiced ; *for tkeme 
spiang forward immediately seireml officers. of 
jasfice, and took away the bow from the nalefactor 
whoind lost ihe cause. 

The^ diildren fin tUs country vbare the appear- 
ance of &06e instruments which we . call JideUei* 
They obtain no bow until Ihey aie tliree years old. 
Qn entering their fourth year, ihey- are sent 'to 
sehody to be instructed in fingering tiie strings and 
drawing the bow^ which is heretlie same as. teacb-> 
ing to read with as. They are not taken from 
school before they have learned to finger coneetty, 
draw the bow without jarring, and are even^ableto 
compose a melody. We were exoessiiEely tor-! 
mented by these children^ who followed us. eirery* 
i^riiere with their music.: Our interpreter, who under- 
stood the instrument language, told us, Ihat these 
young bass^yiols were begging for colophonia. AH 
the time they begged, nothing- was heard • bat a 
grace tone or an ada^ ; but- when they get any^ 
thing they played presto j by wnieh they, meant to 
express their gratitude. If they gotnothing, Ibeir 
mosic iceased altogether. 



iAjs we had now arranged all our affidrs acoordfag 
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to oifr wishes, we fitted Masio-laind at the end of 
the cDtonth of Cfuean ; and after thiee days' sailing we 
d4M<»ried the coast of a new coiiiitry,< whidi, in con* 
ig^qticlnce of thetmpure ulr that sainted oar olfiurtory 
heaves, we conoluded must heyFyglmkia. The 
inhabitants of this ooontiy vteiyinxidi tesemUe 
hninan beings ; the$ whole'differ^nce^oonsistsin their 
binridg no moatby tod therefoire. speak with that pert 
which is' ttrnied io tlie Sbnfit when tiie nose points 
towards the ' North Pole. 'The; first person that 
came on board was a' rich merchaht. He sahited 
nsi according to the cnstom^ of these people, with the 
other end, and began to^ speak aboatihe price of oar 
gobds. While this lasN^ed I kept myself at a ^« 
sp^ctfiil diidtanoe, ad I hadno particalar relish either 
for the sound oi^ the smell of his diseonrse. But to 
in7gi^t misfortune' and anhdyance, cnir barber wan 
sick at the same time, so that i was under the ^ne* 
cessify of being shaved by a Pygbssum ; ^d as 
the barbers here are just as talkatwe as those id 
Europe, he filled the whole cabin, while he scraped 
tne,' with so unpleasant an odour, that as socm as he 
was gone j'wer were obliged to iumigdte with all the 
incense which we had on boavd. 

I was now become accustomed to fUngs wUch 
were both wonderfol and supernatural, so that 
nobing appeared td tne any longer either cstr&ira- 



gant or preposteroim. As, hov^efevy in conkttqmmfm 
of this defect in natore, it was difficult as wdl ad 
tedioos to converse wifii iliese feofie, wd endea^ 
ToaTed by all the means in our power to acoderate 
oor depertare, and even weighed anchor somev^at 
before the appointed time ; principally because- a 
rich Pyglo99ian had invited a9 to dinner. On tha 
invitation being given, we all shmgged oar sboi^ 
ders, and no one seemed willing to accept it, ex-o 
6epting on the condition, that so long as the dinned 
lasted) tiiere should be maintained at tiie taUe a 
perfect silence. When we sailed out of thehaf* 
boar, there stood on the shore a multitude of Py- 
glo89ian8y who in a strangely noisy manner wished 
us a good voyage ; but as the wind blew from the 
land, we begged of them with looks and gestures 
to spare their congratulations ; for politeness even 
may be carried too &r. The articles which the 
Martiniama export to this place, are rose«watery 
balsam, and a variety of fragrant spices. 

I have already remarlced, that this people, in. 
respect to the form of their bodies, resemUed mndt 
the human being, except in so far that tiiey sp^rie^ 
with that part whereon we always sit. On onri 
emrth, there is no lack of people, who, as well 
in dialect as in shape, perfectiy resemUe the Py-» 
glowkma. Thought I to myself, should Jisn^ 
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SfHirensen^ Ok Peteneny Andreas Larenskn^ mi 
<Miber such like polite charatstenB, who, with cynical 
Unntness, ghre eyerytfaing its proper name ; aad 
vittiOlit sbanie or reserve, &r&i in the company xd 
females, manifest tbdr corrupt and frivolous minds. 
1 9iiy» should these talkers of ribaldry and obscenity 
come to this country, they would be received with 
open arms. On acconnt of the affinity of thefar lant 
gnagethey would immediately obtain their borgher«» 
ijgbt, and be looked upon as natives. For what 
piatters it where the mouth is placed, when UmiL 
which comes out of it 

Is a sounduig stink, and a stinking sound, 
Which a dnnghill discovers in mind and body ? 

From this place we steered our course for Ice* 
landj which was so dreary and so horrible to look 
at, that I thought it must be the most unhappy of 
all countries. It consisted of barrel ro^s, which 
were eternally covered with snow. TRieinhabi- 
laihts, who are all of ice, dwell here and there, in 
clefts m the tops of tiie mountains, int6 whidi the 
nys of the siin nev^r penetriyte, and where, iit 
black darkness, there reigns an incessant frost. 
The only light they ever have, is reflected from 
flie glistening rime. The valleys are dried up and 
parched with smoke ; they therefore never venture 
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down into tbem, eioept in tbkk and dainp weirtbei^ 
when the fttn)08|)heFe ib very foggy ; and as tR>oh 
88 they perceive the amallest ray of the son, they 
MitrmMBtiy vMfena^ of pim0e tbemaelveA^ltid*^ 
koig faito'f^ or ^veynd. It freqoe&tty Itf^^eas, 
fliat 6n delf^i^ing firom "die monnteitas, thJBY sMlt 
dn'fUe'way^ oi^ meet with seine etbernrisforiMfte,. 
(fflHnilttals^ for^^ie reason, are condhfetsd ddw*te' 
tbiek wedteet Updin a aledge, and'theiie boand!t^te 
stake Im^l th^atemdtadby thetaysofifaeiitt^ 
'n&doaiitry f)TOdlices e^ery kind of niinepai, 
excepting gold. These minerals ^aaneexporteit^l^ 
foreign merchants in their crude state, as the inlui^ 
bitants cimiot bear heat, and are, fteiefore, nnaMe 
to smelt the ore and mana&ctare the metals. It is 
supposed that the commerce of Ice^land brings in 
nearly ' as nmch again aa all the other trade of 
MezendoreiBu . ■ - 






' AU tbesewantrisayt wharaof I hsye gefenm AfmL 
deaesiption, are subject to the Emperor of JlAuaeis*' 
dorcB. The seafaring people call th^n gmegBSiyi 
osfthaf anooant,, the MaflandAriin Uands^^ ootiriilt* ^ 
staiidittg.eaeh of ^Ihem has a particnlar name^^fti^ 
may be seen in this booli of miy trarels^; Aftet n . 
voyag^ of ei^t ' days^ ; we arrived at the oHy mbacB^ 
Ihe! Emperor resides, and Iheie found in-., rQi^ilBr 
eveiytfaing that the poeta have /written 



^tllM. vein: 
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Vbe fefiawsfaip of animals, trees, aod plants; for 
Mesfendores is^ as it i^ere, the common £sillieF*land 
of all rational animals add vegetables* , Every 
animal) every tree/(3ui:ttere obtain ite ImrghersUpy 
provided It submit to^ the government and tbe lawsj 
One migbftibe led to think that, in coniteqaenee^of 
thernuxlng of 'snch a nmltipHeity [of differently-* 
fanned^ and. histerogeneal btf ngs, tbei^ mast>r«%ot 
mch eoi^sibn, br<»lsv and disquiet Bat so &r-i8 
this from being Ae' case, ^at, on<theconti»iy^flii8 
tflffiety ^iprpdoces tiio most happy eSeets ; which 
magr be- a^ibuted to their . wibe laWs and ff€^«la« 
tiofMi^ ihy virtae of ' whic^ aB thf& snbjedlS'^e 
appointed to sudi ^mploymentB> albd o<^pationa«^ 
by natans ^and the peculiar facnUied of tbei miiid, 
they are bestk> qualified to perform. Thus, |[Mp 
example^. in tiecmmderation' of Ae imiate nagtiani^ 
mity which is. pecalaBor ito Upi^s^^a AiipniBnlwayB 
d^cted^ Regent. JShphanfy^ ii^obns^a^iee^ttf their 
acttte Judgment, ase dMAlen'mefflb^lB^of HuiXioaA' 
ril of State. Cailfedieeiiaapetttletteda&^oartiers, 
iMieasse i&ejrn are /changeaMe,^ and • know how to 
tanlb^ coatiaecQidii^ ik> the ^(K^vatberw ^ The faSi* 
Ivy ooBSists of Aear«,^%tfy«^ attd others valtent 
and martial ammals. > The fltet-^ km tbd contrinry, Is 
panned wiihr(M;6» and^ -te^V ^'Se&oien,. glBse- 
mUy spbahidig^r^re a^dain^and -brave ttet of peo|ile ; 
bot^hafdv tovMfO, InfliraciUe^ aiid> rfor the most pirt, 
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not of particalarly reflned manners, and'wbose wajr 
of life is accordant witli their element. For this 
reason, there is a school established, consisting of 
calue9, or midshipmen, wherein tfaese waniors are 
moulded, and from which all the naval officers are 
trisen. The ireesj because of thdr natoral 
moderation and discretion^ are commonly chosen as 
judges. The counsellors of the higher courts of 
justice are geese ; and those of the lower courts, 
magpies. Foxes are selected as ordinary and 
extraordinary ambassadors, consuls, agents, and 
secretaries of legation. Ravens are generally ap- 
pointed as dividers of inheritances, and commis- 
sioners for the effects of deceased persons. Se* 
goats are philosophers, and particulariy gramma- 
rians — ^partly on account of their horns, with which 
on the slightest occasion they are accustomed to 
gore their opponents, and partly in consideration 
of their venerable beards, which so manifestly dis* 
tinguish them from all other beings. The burgo- 
masters and aldermen of small markeE-towns are 
horses. Land and house-owners and fiirmers are 
snakes^ moles^ ratSj and mice. For estafettes 
and couriers, birds are employed. Asses^ on aocoimt 
of their frightful braying, are selected as parish- 
clerks. Nightingales are singers and flut^^] 
cocks -are watchmen, and dogs are ii 
Wolves are commonly chosen as finan< 
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cellors of the excheqaer, and inspBctors of the Cjii^ 
ioms, and Aat0^ are their deputies. 
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By these excellent regulations, the public offices 
wer« GorrecQy entrasted, and everything was 
peifermed pleasantly and in due order. For this :<v^ 

reason, I consider that the government of Mezeh" 
dof^es is a pattern by which all legislators, in the 
management of state affairs, ought to regulate 
themselves; for it is certainly not so mtfchthe 
stupidity of the subjects, that there are in other coun- 
tries so many useless and unqualified placemen, 
but the fault arises from a want of judgment m 
those who appoint them. If care and prudence were 
always exerdsed in choosing persons to fill piublic 
situations, and they were selected, not so miidi 
for their merits in general as for their distinguished 
abilities and qualifications to hold this or that office 
ill particular, then would all national business be 
well* performed, and the State would incessantly 
flourish. How far such a regulation is beneficial, 
the following example will prove :-»-The Mezendo- 
rian annals mention, that about three hundred years 
ago, during the reign of the emperor LUakOf this 
Iirw was repealed, and the public situations were 
p^em away at random, to all who had either done 
any&ing worthy of notice, or distinguished them- 
selves by any particular virtue. Bat this distribution 



4iicA» at randMiiMMu^oiied. «»' miicli^ AotW^ 
banoe and confiisioiiv ftat mm ahoit/liiM H4l^el|»a4 
as if fhe existenoe of the State was at an end. A 
w6Ur{(a,mBmf^,mho had ao ad«lAraUy>diid^fied 
tbefdnUea of ibe ojSoe of )€JbweUoiv FoqjfiQ^tedr <m 
Urn, groand .of ibift beniicet: to lie pwaw^ ti^i^ 
U^ier*. dignity^ and >becaiae, m>f umiaeqpQnae . ^ 
senator. Atree^oil tibeioontvafj^i who was kncTP^^IiEMr 
hk .diatingaidied and acute jadgneot, becwie^figim 
a chaooellor. • By tUs . teverted pfopottcoirrftwp 
sUlfid <and dever; persons ^ere ^rendered eAtkrelijF 
OBeless^lo the: States .And. larther, aJbe-geaV^ 
pliilo60|d)er, who» at the academy^, bad.aeqnkti the 
bi^iest renoNirn ifor > his obstinaey in defmi^g^bin 
positions^ was so 'Uiflafted)with ibis bonow^ tbatpbe 
ebdeareuFed for. a higher post-riianiely,. the/ ftosl. 
plaon at comrt >whidi. might becpnue ^aoant^aad he 
obtained it. > On theiother.eide^ a eameleon^ Qn>tba 
groonds of Us good bveedifci^ and snppletGbanMter^ 
obtained a pcolrasoislidp at tbe academy, which be 
solicited '0ii( acoonnt ,of tbe .stipend attached to. it^ 
Thus .was the -one . transformed from an ewellwt 
eonrtpet io a onserabk philosopher^ and theiotbev 
from an \ excellei^ philosopher to a miserable; cf^msf^ 
tier. .For the Jbnmess which be had exhibitedin 
maintaining bis opinions, and which had so mo^ 
adorned the philosopher, now completely disfignied 
the courtier, ais volatility,' fickleness, and yersatility^ 



cHt^ mt tb" looto «o'iM€fr at wtot4ii^jiiBt;ir{>rD^ 
aM eqiiltaMe, as at ftat which id secore ; snAxtMb 
dodtinuall jr tarn his coat aooordiog to the wei^th^r 
oF ih^ boiht/>' Brt'ihat^ichii toiimpeifeetym or 
a fanlt at coart, is just a vfatue at the tuc^Afsanf!, 
where ardour and vehemeiice in maintaining one's 
opinioii-:tD flie^^moat^ i ane^ looleed aimiii asf jthe 
greatest proof of learning and sedolitj. In.a word : 
through tfa^ repsaU^g oF.tUs law^* dH it^ snJkgeeiB^pf 
tbe empire^ ef en those who were* distiogiiifltail 
for the most rare talents and shining abilities, were 
femlerdd nothpUlAyi oseleat, . and this StiAe began 
to totter. > As eveiything' virnd threatoied iWith rw 
^^d^tructioti/a partiDulailjr dfehrer and lotdligMt 
tilephant^ <i( tlie hiaXB^ oi Bakkoinfvmh^ 
s^Uof of State, stood /forward,:, and witib. nvidi 
watmfii' repTij98^nted to tlie £ii^ror themiseial^ 
^te of the'ooantiy; Hik Majesfywas eomruified, 
resolred immedlatety' to reeaoye the evil, ani^wmt 
to work in the foUowing^nannGr': he did not at/onoe 
dHdmige- dl' the pisMimen^-i-^ibr' ih that: ease ^ 
remedy wcttid have been worse than tbe disease^Mj- 
blit, by degrees, as the offices became, vacant^ hfe 
H^sferFsd everjr one from the^postwhere:hewas ube- 
kss^ to one where he conld exercise Iiis abilities to 
advailtage. For the services wliich Bakkari^ on this 
octoEiion, rendered to his fotber^Iand, the beneficial 
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effeots of wUdh w€ie soon mtnifeitt a piUic momh 
ment) after bte death, was eracM to his uieiaorjr, 
and which may stiH be seen in the oMtie of ihe 
great sqottPie at Mezendare9, Fdob that tine fop- 
ward the andent laws have beea constantly bM 
(Sacrred, 

Onr interpreter assared na that this iHStmy was 
-related to liiin by a gander, who was his most intl- 
mate friend, and was considered one of the roost 
clever and skilfol connsellors in the whoele cHj* 

In this country is foand each a mattiplieity of 
extraordinary and highly wonderfol things, that 
the attention of the foreign^ and traveller iMst 
"thereby neceflsarily be attracted. The mere ap- 
pearance of snch a diversify of living creatnrsa, as 
be&raf wolves^ gp^j magpies j ^.^ which walk 
throngh the streets and converse with esdi <4b^, 
exdte in every one, who has never bdbeld ttie lite 
before, both pJeasore and admiration. The first 
who eame on board of onr vessel, was a lean and 
hnngiy tcoff^ or inspector of the castooas, who .was 
followed by four Aatc^fo, car cast(m4ionSe offi^mi, 
whom we in Emope d^iominisite aearcherM. Umia 
persons took of such articles as they liked, the boat, 
and gave us thereby, to undemtand, ttot they weie 
• not deficient in knowledge of their trad^, ^aad that 
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41i»y ihad crery tfick* at the ends of flieir ilng^re. 
TheiOapteia^ with his accnatouied politeness, took 
me With biin on shore;^ As soon as we had set 
foot JapQti the bridge, we were met by a cock^ who 
askedns. Whence we came, and the object of Octr 
vbit, and then amioanced us to the Inspector of the 
Ciist<w£is. He received us with madi courteonsness, 
ttdd invited us to dine with him. The lady of the 
hdose; his wife, who, as I heard, was one of the 
greatest beaufti^ among tte female wolves, was not 
present at laJb^le. The reason of Ibis, as we ^ftei'- 
w^ds learned, was the jealousy of her husband, 
who iboQgbt it not altogether advisable to allow so 
handsome k wife to be seen by foreigners, and 
eqieciaUy by sailors, who, greedy and languishing in 
consequence of so long a fast, commonly, as soon 
as they get on shore, ran idler every woman .and 
girl they see. There were, howev(&r, several other 
ladles at table, among whom was the wife of a 
certain Commandant : this lady was a white eotOj 
with a few black spots. Next to her sat a black 
GBdy who was the wife of the Head Forester to the 
Smperor, and was lately from the country. By the 
r Bide 6( me sat a speckled «ot9, the wife of a certain 
CMIector of Taxes ; for this class of placemen is 
gMetally chosen out of the swinish multitude. She 
mm certainly a little filthy, and had neglected to 
wash her haiids-f^^ case very common among that 



sort of pe6ple f but te (Ud vBtt^l die appeared to^ai^ 
eSsc^edinglj beaiftifid tod wry eomplaimat ; fbrdW 
freqdenflj took Hieaft from flie dish and' laidMt on 
m^plata. Eviiy one was miprtwd at IM9 Hactlear* 
atiimry pioltteness, > espeddly^ as awtee" dd' not 
ahra^B possess iexii^ flie most elegant andpcAidbad 
mannank 'iBot I bad maoh rather flialr«he faad^ildt 
heAd quite, so |)olite ; IBi* it was ikit ^arttcxiliafy 
agreteUe to me to be assisted to victors' If flm 
(firty ln8idsx>f a sow. ^ n'tamstrbere be )|^ikMffke4» 
thaf the inhi^bitAnts of the emjire of Mesfenlhrmi 
aHhotigh hi the form of. thsir bo^es campieUHf 
resemble Hie Uriafo creation, tliefneveitiiei^eB bsM 
hands aod fingers on their 'fore^legs. As^tb^wd 
covered ettfier wiUi bair^r woo), or feath^^'iiiey 
require no othertkindof dotUng; The ddi, b0W<» 
ever, are distfngaiahed from Ihe pcior by oettaia 
oniaments ; as/ for bxample, chains of gold ' 4St 
pearls, whichjthey wear l^oniad &6 neck ; Imii rftfebn^ 
wfaieb :th^, ia. a fiintksticsa tnabner, ^wiikt'totHftd 
thei^ ' horhs. The wife'of the Commkiidant had ee* 
many fiifts^'Had knotd of tibbon aboa't berbead, HwH 
it wail^ with diflBculty ber boms cbald be soen at MBi' 
She madeian excttse for the absence of her buifoandv^ 
#hD, she 4eid, was obliged id stay at halDe,'ln cM^ 
sequence of a dispute in which lie had \sMfy 
involved himself, and was, therefore, neoessltaited tx> 
consult with two magpies^ who, the following dtfj^ 
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w«re U^ bmg'lilll- ciiiiae .forattid befonr the tri- 
Inmal. 
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After diniier, the specJd^ soyr— the wife of the 
Tu-gatheFer~rhiiid a private:, conyer^^tioQ, with our 
int^reter, wherein she declared to him that she 
was deeply in lore ^th me4 &e condoled her in 
the beat wajr he coM^ pronSaed her big aaaiatancey 
and then tamed rotijud and ^ndeavoared to prevail 
upon me to.yiield to her desireq ; but when he found 
that all his persafiAive eloquence waa of no avail, 
he advised me icy flee wi^out loss of time ; for he 
well kn^ that this lady wonld move both heaven 
and earth to compass b&r d^ign. From that day 
forward I ranailied continually on board, particularly 
as it eame to my knowledge that an old gallant of 
the lady, a certain sindioaua pAibmpkue^ in conse- 
quenee of jealousy, laid in wait to murder me. But 
the vessel herself was not a sufficient fence against 
tids fetade's attack, who, first with verbal messages, 
then with billete-doux, and afterwards with ele^es 
on }ove, strove to melt the ice whidi surroun^d 
my heatt. Had I not lost these papers in the sh^- 
wreck which I afterwards suffered, I should here 
have shown several specimens of swinish poesy* 
But I have nearly forgotten the whole of it, with 
the exception of these few lines, wherein she 
exalts her form in the following style : — 
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and puf^-sbow^layere in this cqantry are- conoM 
monlj apesj the cuckoo took him, no doubt, for 
tsach a person. The boatswain, who by no means 
relished the joke, gave the poor cackoo a aoond 
drabbing, and was very near breaidng tiis neck* 
The GQckoo, who was severely beaten, requested 
the people to bear in remembrance what had passed, 
summoned all the by-standers as witnesses, and the 
matter came tlie following day before a magistrate 
for investigation. When the depositions of all the 
witnesses had been taken, the affair was immedi- 
ately sent to a tribunal for decision. The boatr 
swain, who neither understood the language nor 
the jurisprudence of Mezendores^ was obliged to 
engage a magpie to defend his cause. When the 
counsellors for both parties had spoken, replied, re- 
joined, and wrangled and twisted the matter this 
way and that way, before the tribunal, for th^ 
space of nearly half a day, the following judgment 
was at length pronounced : — That as the cuckoo 
had begun the quarrel^ he should be fined, and 
pay the expenses of ihe process ; of whid), as usual, 
the greatest part went into the pockets of the law- 
yers. The magistrates who judged this canse 
were hor^esy whereof two were denominated burgo* 
masters, and four, aldermen. There were present 
also six coUsj as hearers, who in this manner, as 
young barristers, were instructed in matters c^ 
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legal procddare. In tbe ofher colleges, I was told 
flwt there were jast suck like seminaries, whence 
fliose students, who had made the greatest profi* 
dency in tihe study of jnrispradence, were ttiken to 
ttl n)i flie vacant placad. 

' As we had now fortunately terminated our busi- 
ness, and taken on board a very valuable cargo, we 
set sail on our return home. We had scarcely 
got into the open sea, when it suddenly became 
calm, and the crew, in order to pass away the time, 
went to fishing, some with nets and others with 
hooks. Shortly after, a smart breeze sprang up, and 

The swelliDg sails again were quickly spread. 

When we had been sailing for a considerable 
time with a favourable gale, we once more per- 
ceived several mermaids. 

Who oft did raise themselves, then dive again, 
. ■ Anud th« foftming billows, — , 
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•nd ever and aiion uttered a frightful shriek. M 
this the sailors became much terrified, as they knew, 
from experience, that this doleful music usually 
portended a storm and shipwriMk.'; The maingftil 
wa^, therefore, immediately taken inland every oiie 
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had his post and occupation asoigned to bini. This 
was hardly done, when the heavens began most 
dismidly to lower, 

■ " ' ■ ; • ■; . " • ' . "'. " 

And day Wat chang'd to frowmngtoijflili 
Aitd mneh oqutiiIbM appearM the sky ; 
Each seamaa stood aghast with fright, 
BelieviDg that his end w^s nigji. . , 
While b^erthe moiintain-billows dash'd 
Our laboring bark, quite oncontroUMy 
The lightning er'ry instant flashed. 
The thunder roar'dy the tempest howl'd; 
' And while we thus upon the deep were toss'd ; 
All wrung their hands and cried, We're lost ! we're lost ! 

The mate of the Vessel, who had ploughed the 
sabterraneons ocean for forty years,, assured ns 
that he had never experienced so violent a tempest. 
Everjrthing was washed off the ded^ partly by the 
seas which the vessel shipped, and partly by the 
excessive raio, whidi, from a tremendous water- 
spout, accompanied with thunder aD4 lightning, 
poured down upon us — so that the elements seemed 
to have conspired together for ,. our destruction. 
While we were thus drifting about on the boisterous 
deep, snap at once went our mainmast, and fell 
with a dreadful crash ov^r th^ islem,' cfiCriying away 
our mizenmast at the same time. Immediately after, 
the foremast fdl, and now all hope 4o save our- 
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sHres .completely vaniehed. We saw notfak^ bnl 

certain death before our eyes ; the one called upon 

wife and children, the other ctpon friends aad 

relations, and the whole ship resounded with cries 

of despair. Themate,althoaghhehadgivra«p all 

hope, nevertheless 4S(troye to calm the pertarbatton 

of the crew, and bade them cease their howling and 

lamentations, which he said were entirely useless ; 

bat while he was speaking, the vessel shipped a 

heavy sea, and he was carried overboard and 

drowned. We saw him rise two or three times, 

but each time &rther from the ship, till at length 

he was swallowed np in tiie raging billows, and we 

lost sight of him for ever. Three others shared a 

like Catte, namely our merchant, or sopercaigo, and 

two sailors. I was the only ene who bore this 

general calamity with patience, as I was completely 

weary of my life, and felt not the least desire to 

return to MarHniay where I had lost both my 

liberty and all esteem, llius was I one of the nnm* 

ber of those. 

Who ev'ry thing had loit, and had no fear more. 

I was extremely concerned for the Captain, wbo^ 
during the whole voyage, had shown me so. much 
kindness ; I therefore endeavoured, with the most 
expressiye and energetic language of which I was 



ttMBster, to exhilarate his dejected spirits, but all my 
eloquence was of no avail ; for he continued, like a 
great girl, to sigh and howl, until a wave came and 
washed him overboard. The storm increased, and 
iia one troubled himself any further about the ship. 
Without rudder, masts, oars, or ropes, the hull of the 
vessel was driven completely at the mercy of the 
waves. For three whole days we were in this 
maimer a bull before the ragfafig tempest, exhausted 
wi^ hunger, and in constant expectation of 
approaching death. The cloudis, now and then, 
cleared away, and we beheld the blue sky ; but th^ 
storm raged nevertheless with unabated fury. To 
the ooQioktion of the remaining crew, we at length 
discovered at some distance a mountainous country. 
Band the wind setting directly upon it, we were in 
hopes, of reaching it in a short time. Although it 
s^naed impossible for' us to land, without suffering 
sliqiwreck, as the coast consisted of steep and 
ciBggy rocks, yet it was hoped fliat some, if not 
ally might be able to save themselves upon part of 
the hull. While we were thus buoying ourselves 
up with these vain hopes, the vessel struck so heavily 
npon'a sunken rock, that she immediately separated 
and went into a hundred pieces. In this agony and 
Eatress, T seized bold of a plank, arid without concern- 
ing myself aboikt the others, I only thought of bow I 
migfat escape a wsftery grave; so that even to this 

X 
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moment I am ignorant of what became of thenou 
But it is most probable that they all perished, 
for I never heard that any of them got on shore. I 
Was driven forward by th^ waves with great rapidity, 
whldi was lAj godd fortune; for had I eontinaed 
much longer in that condition, I should certainly 
h^ve given up the ghost from hunger and fatigne. 
When I had got round a cape, which projected out 
a good distance, I found that the waves were not so 
high, and the roaring of the sea I heard less and 
less distinctly. Oh seeing that I approached the 
shore, I began to bawl as loudly as t could, in 
hopes that the inhabitants, on hearing Ibe noise^ 
would come to my succotir* To my first cry I re- 
ceived no answer ; but when I cried a second time, 
I heard a sound from the shore, and perceived a 
number of the natives running out of woods, while 
others were coming to meet me in a yawl, wliicA 
was wreathed together with withies and oak-twigs ; 
from which I coilclnded, that this nation must be 
extremely savage and uncultivated. But I was 
heartily glad, when the rowers approadied me, to 
see that they wete perfeetiy of the human form, and 
the only real men whom I had met with in all my 
travels. They resemble very mudi the peojde on 
our globe, who dwell in hot climates ; for their 
beards were coal black, and their hair was curiy ! 
tod those individuals who have long and loose 1^ 
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are looked upon as deformed. The conntry which 
(hey inhabit is fiill of barren rocks, and the craggy 
ridges of mountains contiguous to each other, which, 
in numerous bays and gulfs, pierce the clouds, cause 
the echo to reverberate through the valleys, pro- 
ducing the most astonishing ^ect. They at length 
reached the plank on wMch I was drifting, took me 
into their yawl, and set me on shore, wet as I was, 
where they immediately supplied me hospitably 
with both meat and drink. Although the {bod which 
they gave me was not particularly savoury and de- 
licious, it nevertheless refreshed me so much, after 
having hungered and thirsted for three days, that 
in a short time I recovered my former strength. 
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that I should in this pl»3e be obliged to become, a 
child again, and go to school afresh. 

After we had conversed together for some time^ 
without understanding each other, I was conducted 
into a small wattled cottage. In this there was 
neither table, chair, nor bench ; they sat upon the 
ground to take their victuals, and, instead of beds, 
they spread straw upon the floor, and there lay 
higgledy-piggledy, and slept the whole night. I 
was so much the^more surprised, at this, as flie 
country contains a superfluity of thick woods. Their 
only subsistence was milk, cheese, barley-bread, 
and meat, which they always broiled, as they were 
entirely ignorant of boiling : in short, they lived 
nearly after the same manner as our primitive 
parents. 

Who wore the skins of animals they'd kill'd. 
Ate game and roots, of limpid water, drank. 
In arts and sciences they were not skill* d. 
No laws, no wealth, uo difference of rank. 
No pomp, nor yet profuseness, they e'er knew ; 
These things by them were little understood ; 
Their hearts were gen'roas, and their errors few, 
Their manners simple, their intentions good. 

I was obliged to live for a length of time like a 
dog, until I was master of so much of their 



kuiginige, m to eoMe me toeonvenie With, and 
assist them a Mttte tfaioigh their igaoraaoe. The 
least of all roles that I gave ttiem, by which to lead 
9m h#ae8tliCe» they looked iqKm as diraie precepts. 
Mjr fiune mm quickly spieui abvoad, and sdl the 
pe ep l e from the adjacent Tillages ilocked to jne in 
enmdl^ as if I had been a taadier sent down from 
besren. I heard, e^n, that many had began a 
new dironology from the time of my airivaL All 
fliis lidded me 'SO much the more, us Ihadlbrmedy, 
n^n the planet Ndzary been derided, mocked, 
mid ridioAed, for my inconsideratsness and YolatBe 
poweiB of conypiehension ; andin Maribria for my 
stapidity. This proves the truth of the dd adage, 
ttnt among the blind, a one^yed man'sa king;for 
i had now got into a coontry whoe I, with a very 
little common learning, could easily raise myself 
to tiie highest dignity. I had here the best oppor- 
tunity in the world to employ my talents, since this 
very fndtfhl country produces everything in abnn- 
dance that man requires, either for pleasure or 
advantage. llie inhabitants were by no means 
indocible, and were not deficient in conception; 
but as they had never been instmcted in anything, 
they lived in the darkest ignormioe. Wlien I re- 
lated to them concerning my birth, faiber-land, the 
shipwreck I bad suffered, and sevend other adven- 
tures, occMryences, and inctdents upon my travels. 
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no one would beliete Ine. They were mMi more 
indined to believe that I was an inbabitant of > the 
dttn, and had descended froin tbat great luininary, 
for wbicb reason they commonly called me PikU^u, 
0t Envoy from the Sun. With respect to tbeir 
religion, they did not deny the existence of a Supreme 
Being, but gave themselves very little troable abo«t 
proving it: tbey thought it enoagh for them to 
b(&liere the same as their forefathers had believed ; 
and in this sole doctrine consisted the whole of their 
theology. In morals they only knew this one sim- 
ple precept — Do riot imto dtkers^ what you would 
not that they should do unto you. They had no 
laws ; the Empernr's will was their only rale. They 
panished here only for public (fences; but when a 
person committed otherwise any knavery, every- 
body shunned him and aV^oided his conversation^ 
ftBd all int^course with htm ; and this contempt 
was generally so insupportable to the gmlty, that 
they most commonly grieved themselves to death, 
or, growing weary of their lives, put a period to 
their exicftence. Of the computation of time ihey 
were perfectly ignorant : they reckoned their year 
dker the eclipses of the stm, occadiotied by thd 
Intervention of the planet Nazar. When a person 
was asked how old he was, be nsnally answered, 
that he had lived to witness so many eclipses. 
Their knowledge of nature was extremely smsdl and 
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penrerted ; for fhejr believed the «im to be a plate 
of gold, and the planet Nazar to be a cheese* 
When I asked them the canse why this planet, at 
certain times, increased and waned, they answered, 
tliat they knew not. Their wealth consisted in 
swine, which, with marks npon them, ran aboot 
Hbfd woods ; and every one considered himself rich, 
according to the nomber of pigs he possessed. 
Those trees whidi did not bed r acorns or mast^ 
and which had the a{^)earanee of not thriving, they 
nsed to lash well with a whip, as they, in their 
simfriicify, attributed this nnfrnitftilness to perverse* 
ness and malevolence. 

In this manner was the condition ei this misera* 
ble people disposed, whom I in the beginning, even 
with the assistance of art and instmction, despaired 
of being able to make intelligent beings of; but 
when I recollected. 

That diligence ie alwayf well rewaidtd. 

My ecbeme ahould, therefore, not be now retarded, 

I bestowed immediatdly, for this reason, all 
poseuble pains to refine and enlight^i this X9m and 
uncultivated people, which occasioned me to be 
looked npon by them as a Deity : and their confi-* 
dence in my wisdom went so far, that they thought 
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nbtfanig iiBpomble for ine to perform, l^ere-' 
for©. 

If here au ox was stoleD, there a cow was ill. 
If pigs died in the wood, or fox the geese did kill; 
If e^er their fields of com were beaten down by hail^ 
To me they ran straightway, and told the woful tale. 

So tfaat in the middle of the nigbt tbey would 
freqomitly Tisit my cottage and implore my ascrigt- 
ance. I recollect to hare once found a peasant on 
bis knees on fbe outeide of my door, wringing his 
handd, weeping, and complaining bitterly of the 
unfraitfulness of his trees ; and supplicating me at 
the same time, in the most grievoas manner, to 
exercise my authorify, and cause them again to 
bear acorns, as they formerly did. 

t learned, tiiat the whole, realm was under the 
dominions of a Regent, whose residence was, at 
that time, eight dajrs' journey from the village 
where I lived. I use the expression^* at that time," 
because the imperial residence was in no fixed 
place; and, instead of solid houses, consisted of 
tents, wlierein the court dnd all the household 
dwirit, and rcfmoved at pleasure from one' province 
to another. The reigning Prince M^bb a very old 
man, and bore the title of Casba, which signifies 
iAe great Emperor. In considemtbn of . the 
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mnnber of prorincesr which this Stete eontaim, It 
may witti propriety be denominated an Empire ; hot 
on accoont of the ignorance of the inhabitants, who 
knew not how to profit by their manifold advan- 
tagea, it had always been looked upon as insignifi- 
cant, exposed to the attad^s, mockery, and derision 
of its neighboars, and not unfreqnently obliged to 
pay tribate even to the most mde and ondvilized 
natkms. 

Hie f4me of taiy name lEind perfection was in a 
short time spread through every province. From 
that time forward, no one undertook anything 
without first consulting me, as an oracle ; and when 
any undeitaking proved abortive, file cause was 
ascribed to my indifference and displeasure, for 
which reason numerous sacrifices and offerings were 
made, whereby again to appease iny wroffi. I 
shall forbear to mention all the absurdities of wbidi 
tins extremely stupid people was guilty ; and confine 
myself to relating two or Ihree, from which a person 
m^r easily imagine the nattire of the rest. A 
pregmmt woman once believed tiiat, with a very 
little trouble, I cbuM cause the foatiiB then in 
embryo to be a boy ; another besought meto tiiake 
her old parents young again ; a third person, who 
was a man, entreated metoconvey him up-totiie 
sun, whence he iaight take as much gold as he 
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9ee4ed, and bring an iomienfle tpeasme baek ifrtA 
Um. Witb these^ and mmieroiis other similiaijr 
prapoeterote requests, I ^wiw 'so impoTtaned) tbat 
many timea I was obliged serioaslj and eameatly 
to set them to rigbts for tbeir iboliduieas; far I 
i^Iy feaised) tbat Ibe too great QonideDce wbich 
th^ ^aoed in my power and perfeotion, woridat 
leiigtb lerminate in divine werahip. After aome 
time, it readied the ears of the old Emperor, tlwt a 
great man was arrived in the ooontry, in a strange, 
outlandish dress, wbo gave himself out as the 
£nvoy from the srai, and bad, by laying down to 
divers Quamiiea (as the inhabitants lure cdled, 
after the name of the country QiMmta), the most 
wise^ and almost divine rules for gnidkig them cor» 
rectly in the way throu^ life, proved himself to be 
more than human. His Majesty, tberefoire, inmoedi- 
Btely dispatdied envoys, with oFdei^ to invite me 
to his imperial residence. They were thirty in 
nomb^r, and all clad in tiger-skins, w^ieh dress is 
considered, in these conntcies, the greatest oma<- 
ment ; for no one is permitted to wear it unless be 
bas. distingoisbed himself in the war against the 
TafmgmanSy who are rational tigers, and mortal 
^nemiee of the Quamiiee. 

In the viHage whe?e I resided, I built a wailed 
houae two 8tocie8,hi4h, after the European fashfon. 
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This boildiag astonished the envoys, as a woi^ 
^hicb sarpassed all human power, and they entered 
It, as a sanctuary, with the most rsligioas and 
reverential awe, in order to announce to me the 
invitation of the Emperor in the following words :-^ 
** As the great Emperor, our most gracious sove- 
reign Lord, reckons his genealogy flirough numer- 
ous goieratious from Spynko^ Child of the Sun, and 
first Regent in Qjuama^ nothing in the world could 
have yielded him so much pleasure as tliis embassy, 
eflf)ecially as it wQl tend so infinitely to the benefit 
of the State ; and it is to be expected, that the 
whole na,tion, under so excellent and heavenly a 
teacher, will quickly assume a quite dUferent cha- 
racter. His Majesty, therefore, hopes, that the 
Envoy from the sun will be pleased to condescend 
to repair to the capital atiiis earliest convenience, 
as he will there find innumerable opportunities of 
bringing the fall powers of bis perfection into 
immediate action." I expressed my thankiulneas 
in the most humble and respectful manner, and set 
off vnthout delay for the capital, accompanied by 
the envoys. These gentlemen had been fourteen 
days on their journey to my house; but on our 
retrogression, with the help of an art of which I 
was master, we found four days quite sufficient 
As I had remarked that in this country there was 
a superfluity of horses, which were more trouble- 
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dome than serviceable to the iidiahitants, since* thejr 
r^ abont wild in the woods, I showed the great 
adviantage that could be derived from these noble 
aiiimals^ fand taiigbt them how they were to be 
managed. Several were immediately caught and 
tamed, so that during the stay of the envoys at my 
house, I got to many broken and in readiness, as 
we needed on our journey. They were muCh terri- 
fied at the sig^ of ihese horses, and hesitated for a 
long time before they Would mount ; but on seeing 
me and many others, without fear or risk, exercise 
tod govern fh^m witb the reins in whatsoever way 
We pleased, thejr toc^ courage, made a trial, and 
accommodated themselves at length to this mode of 
travelling, by which they arrived again at home in 
less than one third of the tinie they had required to 
make the journey from the Emperor's residence. 
As we approached the place where we expected to 
fiAd the capital, we learned that it was temoved 
to another province ; we were, therefore, obliged 
io wheel about and take another route. 

• * 

A p^^n can form no ideiet to himfielf of the 
wonder and astonishment that were visible in the 
<X)uttt€!!iaaee8 of the QuamUe^f, on sedng us make 
Qttf entry into the capital. Some were so terrified, 
that they ran out of the clty^ The Emperor him- 
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self was 80 or^roome with feat; tbat he iliirst not 
tentiire oat ctf his tent» nor would be even make his 
appearance until one of flie emoys dismoiuited, 
went into his qmrtments, and ex[dained to him the 
wliole mTBtery. In a short time after, I wasintro- 
duced, followed by a nnmerons retinne, in the most 
pompons and splended manner, into the imperial 
tent The Emperor was seated upon a carpet, sur- 
rounded by all his courtiers. On my entering the 
andience-diamber, I extolled, in the most modest 
language that I was capable of expressing, the 
great benignity wliich his Imperial Majesty had 
shown me : whereupon he rose from his seal, and 
asked me, what were the pleasure and present 
wifidies or intentions of Ihe King of the Sun, the first 
progenitor of his femily ? As I found it necessary 
to keep up the old error among the Quamiiesj I 
answered him, that his Majesty, the King of the 
Sun, had sent me down to tUs country, in order, by 
the means of good laws and rules, to refine the 
manners and improve the way of life of the unculti** 
vated QuamiteSf and teach them the arts, by which 
they would not only be able to resist their wariike 
nrighbours, but also to extend tlie frontiers of theit 
emigre: smi added, that I was commanded te 
remain here for a continuance. The Emperor found 
mud) pleasmeand satisfaction in this discourse^ 
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caused immediately a tent to be pitched for me close 
to bis own, gave me fifteen servants to attend upon 
me, and treated me, not like a subject or dependant, 
with a sovereign's authority, but as an intimate and 
bosom-friend. 
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cavaliy. - As ihe TanagiUans were JQst tfaenprfs 
paoring to make a fresh attack, in consequence of the 
animal tribute being withheld, tiie payment of whicb^ 
after fievaral demands haying be^i made, was at 
length entirely refused^: I advanced, according U> 
the Emperor's request^ w4tb my new cavalry, and a 
party of infantry, to meet the enemy. I famished 
the infantry with javelins and hows and arrows, tvith 
which they could contend against the Tanaquiana 
at some considerable distance ; for the QuamUea 
l|ad heretofore only made use of short swords or 
daggers, and were, consequently, always worsted 
in a ^graj^iUng engagement . with these dreadful 
enemies, . who, in physical strength, were so muck 
superior to them. I was iappointed general oomman« 
dant, -and en learning that the Tanaquiana YfBt&i 
approaching the frontiers, I advanced immediately, 
against them* At the sight of this unexpected army, 
tb^ were struck with amazement, and halted lot 
scmie time to contemplate us ; on which I ordered 
our troops to advance until we were near enough to 
reach them with the javelins, when we inmiediatel^ 
commenced the attack,, and on the first onset killed 
a prodigious number. Their courage, however, was 
by no ineans daunted, and they in turn rushed with 
frantic impetuosity upon our infantry; but the 
cavalry at that instant fell upon their flanks, broke 
their lines, and compelled them to seek theic safety 



in 4ii Immediate ffigfat; so that this attack decided* 
the fate of the battle completely ib^ oar favour. Tha 
enemy's loss in killed ami wounded, on fiA» 
docasiotoi was enormoos : the Tanaqvitkh genera]/ 
together with twenty o^r noble tigers, were taken 
prisonersy aind condiided in triaiB|)b to Qua9nai 

The nniversal joy which this splendid victory 
ei^ted throa^K)ut the whole empire, is not to be 
described ; for the QuamiteiS, in former wafs^ weref 
oommorily- necessitated to lay dowii tlieir arms, and- 
Anpplicate for peace on the most disgraceiiil teraur.' 
The Emperor gave orders that the prisoiiers, a6^ 
cording to an ancient custom, should immediately* 
be pat to death ; bat this I found to be too horrid, - 
and ther^re advised their being cast into prison ; 
considering Ihat the Tanaquians, with whom we 
were at that time neither at peace nor war^ would* 
cert^nly remain entirely inactive until they saw- 
in what manner we should use their prisoners ;* 
besides I hinted, that I had need of this cessation' 
of hostilities, in order to execute some other plaiis^ 
which I had ihen in my head. ' 

< • . ♦ 

I bad remarked, that the country abounded in' 
saltpetre, of which I had already collected a con* 
snderable quantity, for the purpose of making gun- 
pQwd^.- This intention I kept, however, a secret 



ifcem iev^myKbdy^xeepHtig the Bmperot)' wliose 
pntnission 1 required to erect workshops for the' 
mctiiafaetare of modkete tind other lire-artnd. Witti 
Ibese Weapons I hoped, within a short time» ^ 
ttoMae led} the enemtefil ef the tempire. Wfaieri 
i had flalah^ a few hmidredd of muskete, together 
vMi th^ vecessaiT' bnllets) I made m pMiet trial of 
fay f Rventibn, to the great a^toi^shtnent of all who 
wttnbsted it A certaiii namber of soldiers w^ 
immedf altely selected for this kind of war&re, and 
exercised iii the management of fir6*arms« yVh&k 
th«9^ had' attained to 8^ considerable degree t)f p^is^ 
f^edott, they were reviewfed by the Emperor, <ki 
which occtoito I was appoihted to the raiifk diJdckdl^ 
tft g^t^dissimo of all the ferces. While this was 
going ftnrwaTd) I had contracted ate intiftiate fri^nd^ 
cAiip with tlie brav« leader of the Teiiiaiqniani, the 
prisoner Tom&poloko^ with whom I held frequent 
tonVersations, in order to discover the condition, 
tfmi^Mrtei', and manners of his nattbn, I learned; 
to my nttet astonishment; that tibey were a wis^ 
pmdent, intdligent, orderly, well-bred, and en* 
lightened people ; and that they caltivated tb^ aits 
and sciences with mach earnestness. He told me 
Hiat^ in the East, there was a particalarly wariike 
natbn, agafnsft whom the Tanaqnians were obliged 
atWays to hold themselves hi a posbre of defence^ 
Tm^ it was, that the inhabitants v^^re but small, 

V 2 



aiidlft'p1)yiM6al-i(treBg& tnddi weiiliiefr4fcm>lbo9eM 
Tamagt^t; y^ they poesessed AiopericAr aette&esa^ 
tad . were yrdl lexerdeed in archery, an4 bad fire** 
quently iponpelleil the Tanaqoiaiis to sue Ibr.fMMiioew 
I l^Wie^ sboctly aftcfr, ttmt tlpe Mtioti coasiatal 
of ea(9j \Bjski bad dletiagaifibed: itodf, amoiigaU fte 
people of tbe firmapieBt^. for its wise aad sid>Q# 
{iQii^ aiul extraordinary jndgnieiiL' It ve&Qdmo 
not a Iitit$ tOfthink, tbi^ skfi), knowledge, and finr 
adaoD^w,. wr^re ibaaKl in Bllanmab in the anbtefi* 
ratMBona worlds and that the hwman busings, namriyv 
the QuamiAw, weie tbe onlf nnealiivBted baiha* 
ijana. Bat. I aiade myaelC eaeyr inrtho hope ibaii; 
jare.loQg, this di^graioe would be blotted out, and 
that tbe 'Qaamites woald qnk&ly regain tbajt domi- 
ntmi) which became them, as men, to Bwintaip 
over the brate creation* 

. After the iaat defeat, tiie Tanaquiiuis rein«aiied 
peaceable for a length of time ; bat as tbe^ if 
DKfBps :of tsp^sa^ bad asi^tained the state and- Aa* 
position of oor new cavalry, and were awaie that 
ti^eipe. oeatours, which bad strack aocb a terror into 
tbom^: were in. reality nothing else than tana^d 
faflffms witb men upon their badss, thay again took 
aonrage^.and equipped fresh troops to march against 
the Qiiamites, led on by th^ir own King in perspn* 
Their.ariny consisted of twenty thousand tjgers^.all 



With the exceptibti of two regiments, which iiad 
been lately raised. Bnt these warriors, who i^e 
poHiped. together ia such haste^ werejpilior^ ^ i^Qi^ 
^ban of servic^^ Already sifre p( Yictoj;>;p^, ^y ^ 
foce laade an inciyraioa into Qaaiaa^ -I q^p^^ered, 
tweke tboQsand in&Dtcy, among mhom were bU^ 
tanidped masquet^ersy together . willi foiir t]ioii8mi|[ 
eanltj^ to^vance iiiimediately ^gabist them* As 
I entertsdoed not the least doubt reajpectliig a. 
Awtaimte raenk, I eptreated the Eapeiw,. in «^^ 
that b&Qiightxeap all the honoar otti^vkpoffy^ to 
lead omr soldi^^ . By thiai^pcapuioe of modeaty,. 
I lost by no meana any of my own dignity oc 
jrepotation, for the army atill looked upon m^. aik 
th| leal a>mmaiidex* I advised that the qiengr. 
ahoold notbe immediately attacked with the^re!-| 
arms^ in order to see whether it was not poaaiblq 
to giun the victory merely with the help of the 
ifsavdry ; hxxt this advice cost, me dearly; for th(e 
Taoa^iiana made so impetueiia lan assanU apon 
4m infonlryi^ that they piit them directly to fligbl. 
And' on the other side, they resisted the. attacks 
'of Mr cavalry with so mach bravery, that the 
victory ..remained for a length of time apon a 
baknce^ A more obstinate battle, a more dea-^ 
perate. and aangotnary conflict, was scarcely ever 
witnessed***- 



Between both anniei^ yieVfy feeai?d to tpar. 
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wbeh t ordered (be mnsqueteers at once to iA*^ 
Vance. At tbe first diecharge, tbe Tanaquikntf 
were filled wftb ariiazement ; for tbey eonld finm 
AO eoiiceptfen of either wbat occasion^ (lie thtmdf^ 
and lightning, or whence fhey came ; bkt on per* 
Weiring the dreadfht effecta that were prodooedl&y 
tf.e«, they were aH imn^ediateljroverwbeteed ^ 
fright. By the first Tolley, two hundred tigers fell,' 
among whic& were two chaplains, whom the balls 
dtrack while they were speaking and cheering up 
Ihe drooping spirits of the soldiers, and ihsprring 
them with Courage. ' Their loss occasioned unU 
versal sorrow, because they were considered the 
fwo best and most eloquent preachers. When 1 
perceived the consternation bf the enemy, lordeieS 
k second volley to be fired.' By this* discharge the 
slaughter was still more considerable: the Kiii^ 
himself was shot. ^' This bereaved the Titnaquiyns 
6f all hopoj^ and they immediately took to ttieW 
heels; the cavalry pursued, and sabred such kn 
immense number of the fugitives, that the deaff 
bodies which covered the field obstructed the victors 
from' marching any further. Tlie conflict" being 
^ndecT, our people counted the slain of the enemy, 
and fi>und thirteen thousand lying on the field of 
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btttfie^ wira bed (Mm iNurtif inr fbe eDgagMient; 
and partly in their ffigbt The v kter io m Bimf then 
advanced iato the kingdom of Tanaqui^ and,' alker 
IIWI9 di|]ra' marobi pitched thek cainp before the 
4GtLpital< fivei^bodjr waa ifx tbs meah time, seized 
jKitb terror and oTafenyhelaied with ooDatenation to 
aneh.a 4^;iee, .that the magistrates came ia the 
most submisaire and 8Bpf>Uant mai^n^ to meet ns^ 
and. to the VietoradeUvered over the kejs of the 
kmOi although it. was, both by nature and art; 
eadraofdmarily well fbrtified. Ita great size, the 
breadtti of ita.streetsj and magnific^it buildings, 
di^tiAgaisbed it as ote of the^most donsidaraUie and 
illiistrioas cities I had eyer seen. It appeared to 
«aie extremely sorpiusingy that the Qiiamittes^ frho 
were' sorroanded on all aides by sncb enlightened 
nations^ shoidd have remained so long in the darkest 
igliorance* But it must have been with thenn 
aa »is, the case with certain European nations, who 
A^v^ Qoncem themselves about what takes place 
abmid^ wbo foosider their own peculiar wi^s the 
be^t, hold to their old wont, and remain for that 
^^aaon in the same common course to all eternity, 
without erer advancing one single step further* 
Tbi^ Tanaqnians began, from the time of this great 
slaughter, a new <^on(dogy y &nd as this decisive 
battle, was fought on tfaf» third of the month of Tbrul^ 
they reckoned the same among the unlucky days. 



In 'thb moiilhy Uie ^itanot ^Namr, wboie ttkMe 
foand "te mm dtBitrmiiies Ae coraputaHon of tba» 
wad tbe seatons^ is at ite greatest elongaiioo^froM 
thlB port of tfie finnaiiKHL Tbe \A»le fl iuiaawM 
morel, in like maaner, alto roond tiie eiin ^ bttt as 
tlleplaiMi'a aaolioii is qiieker, it aiq^eors laigjtoand 
smaller^ aecoidiog as it is nearer to flds or *llie 
oppoaite liemispliere* Tlie astroooBBical cakria^ 
tiens aie made from Vbe iBcraase-aad deciBaseiof 
tfie planet Nazar^ and ftom the eclipses of tbeomrL 
I onoe^ by oocaaon, tfanmbed over^ in a perfanctniy 
manner, soaoe of tiie TaDtqnitish almanacs^ idhtt 
I foand partionlarly methodioal and well fiaiabed. 

As tkie capital had snrreBdjers^) Ifiei^of the 
iXNDitry qaiddj followed its e&ample. The ooa* 
tempt in which the Quamiles bad. bitheito been held 
was now changed- into respect, and tbe emfrire, 
with tbe addition of tUs anbjogated kiqgdMi/ibe- 
eame nearly of doable die iraportaaoafliat it was 
before. As all flus Boocess wa9 nnanimoasly 
Jiaeribed to my sidU, pmdence, and activity, tha^ 
great veneratioD which they had alueady for toa 
Jfmg a time p«d to me was now lieigfatenediinto« 
^n» divine worabip. When I had garrisoaedait 
4be towns of this conquered countiy, in orderlo 
^eep this fierce and wariik^ people in subjeetion,^ I 
then i^aiiD thought aeriousiy on executing tbe ]^ 



mee and barbariiRB in which the QmiBitefiL hoir 
hMierto uleflL in tiier beghmmg I esipmAsoc^ 
gliMt dHlciiltifid- in introdlKdiig. jbe scieijeces; foil 
tins IMia and Aesmatttorfang <tf Oredc; wfaieh I had 
Idsmed ki-BlRxipe) w«ie notof the leaat adviantitgQ^ 
to lite'hefe. I fooad myself, tterefore^ ndoesntatBii 
to'sehdibr tweha-eradlte tigefainMnthathaatte 
etninlqr. Tfaeae I qipointad profeaaow^ aaii 
ekii^ad theai to eatabliab a onlTerfi&ty, 'after Urn 
raodel c^the'aeBdeiaie»intbHrixnintry'$ and^fti^ 
orMra, Aat fte TanaciBMIah roj^ library ahonill 
be Teili«v«d> to timmm. I propoaed io myadfy 
in the mean time, as aoon as the QuamHes had 
mttle snidi proAd^Qcy in the adencm ae to be 
able to advance alone, to aeild thfeae borrowed 
tbadiera bads toi their home* 

'M7 eierioaify to be aoqnainted mth the Taoa^ 
qaitish library was * paiticolarly recited by tim 
in^iiabned general 7bmopoiot»f^ - who ' infonaed 
me, Aat among the manuacFijto there was a book^ 
the author of wUdi had been upon oar globe, and 
knd gifeo a description of- aereral of iftiPcoontrkfli, 
^ipeekiij of ttlose In Earope. The Tbmtpiiinm 
h€ld> become possessed of this mioiiiiscript at • 
time when they' were at war with a very remotai 
power ; but the author bad coneealed his name ; 



mm^Wutp, ib ewt bnovii wbatocoMtryiaaa lie' wai^ 
4t.bj Hflmt mmtm he.baA a oc oi te d tcfteea^ib^ 
After iMiriiig kxdMSd fdl tke b^oks tlurofi^ I^feuad 
(bat «i>ei||ftliiiig .wiA \riSdi ZbMjfioMo ka^ b»^ 
iM iicqiutettd -MiiiewMig tliifi witttDg vaa 'trafi^ 
wd, tbfenefiuwy .^doaed - to hhB#. Jn> confldnaei 
my paieotBg^. alud tke.nane^oCnyottthrecottiitiyj 
afliwriog bJm, ttiat oil my mnbtel i juid toU. .tbd 
Qmtm$k$ the saml) ; bat &is irtapid ptof^woriA 
net ghw credit to ngr wotrda, being aa«re incMnedto 
beijeye^ thpit I wa^* aa envoy frbm the eimj and 
ffatt they atiUf pereieted most fpertinacioaely ij» tbeps 
^nror* I aided, tbat.I conaidered it wraag to 
letain my logger so vain a tiUet end tbat I ha^ at 
length foroied ttie rei^olation of diacloBiag^ wHbettt 
teaerve, my true descent, by which candid and 
ingennous aduiowledgioent^ I i3oniidex6d tfaipt I tm 
no risk of losing the esteem in which I stood^ 
eaiieQatty as I hdped tbat» on reading .tUa m«|a- 
script, all and ev^ ef them w^d be coi!iini|fied aC 
how mueh the Earopeana anrpass all other ncvtaia 
in wisdom and virtae. Bat of this reaoIvtionoC 
tame jthia intelli^nt and experienced gwenA 
entisely disapproli^ ; and he espiessed his o^niopt 
a|KMt the sabjiact in. the following woijde :-^^ Itift 
atecessaiy, enlightened and illustrious iierp^ thfit^ 
yon sbonld first peruse the book; you will then** 
perhaps, after baying read it» entertain qthur 
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IbqagMa; for tbe airtbor eitbep tomaiieee, or<he 
Sapra^-kirraneaMa lure a foolish, whiiasieal, fjreabish,. 
hair<»b]!ained, fentastical, capridous^ and oonoeited 
people, whoee manners and tuorals are corrapC 
Ticioas, and debanched^ and whose laws and regn-^ 
lations aie more desenrfng of ri<Scule ti^an of adiui* 
ration. When yoa hare read the book, ycHi dan 
Iteiliatit as to yott seems meet ; botl tWll nei;'«i4be- 
JeftB: eomvel yon not to ta^ aside^tbat titie whieir 
hits inspired tbe QuamHes wi&so high a teneratiofi 
for yooy wikbout matniei considemtioli : for fiofliifig 
iaa the woild is' so w^ qoalifiedttdkeep tbevcom^ 
molality in obedtenee, as a prepossession whiob 
they bav6 for the hoUq disposition md flHistrioiMi 
Aeseent of tbdr dfi^." 



. 1 fttiowed this advice, and rescSned on p^rtming 
tho^bobk, as it was translated by Tonuppadoto. The 
Mlginltl title of it was ^^ mnian^^ (this nlini^ is ooil^ 
alddred fictitioiis) Sufre^terrdneom Trai^eh; or, a 
SmtrifHonaf ikeEf^yrire*, KiUfgdonMy ^mdCtmn'- 
Mm m Ae Earthy aiui parHtiularly af those sA 
JBsif^s." Bttt as tile h6o]s^ tbroi^ use and old 
age, was in a TOry dirty and tattered con^pn^ 
tftiatr part whibh I was tiie most earious' td sa^^ 
namely, hi what matmer the autfaoi' had ascend^ 
to the earth, and how he had got dbirn again, was 
unfortunately wanting. 



' The followfeg are the contents of the* wort jasi 

" * ■ • * i 

As I foandf it : — ' ' 

4 • 

•f Fragm^U from Tinian's Journal^ kegi durinj^ 
, Aia Traveb upon ihe Earth s tranalafed by Ai^ 
,Excelknc]f Tomopoloko, General in Ihe, Service 

, qf Ma TanaquUiah Majesiy. 

#♦# **Th\k oounlry (Gfmnmny) is eiM«dtiii 
Romitti empire; but ttalB in mearelfi^i ea^tytMK 
for the Romffloi menardiy ceased entirely to eidiii 
lioni^ hmtdreds ef years ago* The k^gatige'rf 
this country is not easy to be anderstoody i&'coih 
sequence of its inverted constfnctibn $ foi? tb«6 wtaM 
In other languages is placed in the begfaming; is 
here brought in at the end ; 'so tiMt it ia impossible 
to get at the meaning of anything before yon have 
read down a ^hoie page. Their Ibiin of govehi* 
ment is very absard. Hiey think they have' a 
Regent, when, in tratb, they liave none*. Itia saM 
Id be one empire, and is, nevertheless, divttM-teto 
several different pi4iidpalfties, each having^ Its oim 
form of government, so that one neighbour ^vifft 
frequently make a formal dedaration of, and^ieinl^ 
on, war against asiother. The whole coosah^*^ 
tifled 'holy,' although there isnotitte least' trtMs^ 
of Iioliness to be found in it. Tlie Regent, or, more 
correctly speaking, the «n-regent, who bears the 
title of Emperor, is always stj^ed, < the Incraeser 



0f the. :£mpire^'. attbotigb it nbf nkifi^ueiJUy 
bajqi^is tlmt be is the cause of its being mncb 
lessened. He is also denominated/ invinoible/ 
notwitbstandiog he is/often beaten and tbibwn into 
IGi Qomplete dilemma, botb by the Frencii and by 
the Tarks. One has Hot less reasdn to be asto^ 
nished at the privileges and iibeities of ^the {leople ; 
(or many h^w. pcmieges, whjdi. tfaey are pfiobi- 
bited .from ..using.. . Jnmimehible .commeotarieB 
have been written, and are there to be found, on 
the GersMaa conatittition, hat^ hotwilhstandiBg^ they 
htvenot adirancedjt dne atngle>s(epfaittie^t<»wflirda 
pttifartion; fcBT ♦*#: 

< /*##^< The capital of ttiia kingdom f France), 
^ich .ia i/iery large, is ^called Ports^ «ind may, in 
Q^fi^ r^peets, beddnsideied thacapital of Eorope ; 
jer .4t : exonases a kisd of fegkdaiive power over 
nil the other Supopean nations. It possesses, far 
ffUmfiey the ^xdnasre dght of piescriUng, my^ 
even of diotatiiig^ in what manner ihey shall. Ihre^ 
Md bow they shdl clothe themselves; so that no 
i^iifm or fashion is so iacommddioas and ridicploas, 
Ijbat the rest of Europe is net obliged to adc^» 
pf(»Yided the Parisians have thought proper to 
intrpdace it. How or when the Parisians have 
l[>btained possession of this right, I am quite igno*^ 
faot* X remarked, however, that this dominion 
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diA iiQteittondtoolber^tMogK; fer tevmil mfioAl 
Hi fiwope are oft at war wMi F^anoe, and eoitfpsl 
ber firaqfaeatiy tb niake peace on -tolerably fmxA 
terals; bot the slaveiy in whkii they boM due 
ftfaMv of ttie globe/in regard to the manner of 
lirfi^ ilnd the dreds, GoUMnaes, nevertheless, still 
to. exist. In <vo)aitiie oomprebensiodi eag^ de^fartf 
aflterallthatis ik>?el, and in««iit«re fertility t>r miniSy 
th^ ParisttBs resiraable modi the Mnrtidians^ ^ ' 

### «<Froai BBtogim we traireHsd to Borneo 
This ejty IS: sblqeet fay a pdeitt, whom they style 
< Hi8 Holiness the Pope^ and who ts cdnsidered1ii0 
most potent of all emperons, kings, and princes in 
Earope, notwiSistcdidihg a person might b^'dl^feto 
travel from oq6 side to the other of ' his state, fn ihft 
course of an aftemooni. For unl&e the other princes^ 
wbo only ride over the lives and property of their 
subjects, he can at once doom their souls to eternal 
4^fitrueti6ii. The Earopesois in general believe, Hhat 
this priest has the keye of heanren in his keeping. - I 
was exceedingly curiotts to get a sight of them ; 'but 
ldl my trouble was to no purpose, and I soi'sHII 
igmlrantbethof their appearaneeand of tile shriBb-ltl 
wbidi they are deposited* Tlie power Which bebas 
imd exercises, not only over his own subjects, but 
over the whole bummi mce, consists principally in bis 
being abla to absolve those whom God condemm^ 
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udlto cbndemn thbse whoih Ood fidbsolvett ; alndf 
l^i^odlgioas autbbritf, wbicb^ oor Sabtemmeanflf am 
veady to aflBrm qpon oath ^ras neineor. delegated id 
mortd oMui. Bift A is an easy i&atter-to!palin Wf« 
tbing upon the Europeansi and to indnbe tbeni • to 
believe the most absurd and monstroas fictions, 
notwitiistandihg thejr conaider tbenisdves iso ^x- 
<»edingly wiae and eleven, and^ inflatol Mill' iiUa 
conceit, they look down^ npon^ all o&w people; 
whose manners ttiey term barbarooiB, with the 
greatest disdain^ I twiU in no wise attem{it to 
ilefeod our sabterFaneahimannerByCOfltooB, and 
regulations ; but will merely quote some of * those 
of the Epropeans, in order to ^how What lEtle right 
they htive to arrogate to themselves a superiority 
over all other nations. \ 

* • I 

. ^ It is acdstom, in many-^aces iQEuto|»e, t6 
bestsew the hair and clothes with ground and mfted 
ecmii whidi naturae has produced for the food of mani 
This meaL is called powder^, wbicli at. night v^jUi 
great pains to combed out of. the bahr^ in order ^t 
It may be ready to receive a fresh sprinkling on the 
f<^Iowing morning. Another €ii8<pm» which ap*» 
peared to me not less ridiculous, was this ; — ^they 
ba^e a certain covering or hat for their heads,' \o 
protect them from the cold ; but these they generally 
carry under their an^s,. even in the depth of winter 
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-^ifUch sMdi nife as beifig joit'aa ahrtird asfdr a 
peraon to go tbroo^ the streets with his coift or 
hk bfeediefa in his hand, ex{308ing Ihat part of the 
bodgr which oa^t to be covered, to the incleinmcy 
of the weatbefe* 

^ The fdigioDs doctrines of the Enropeaiis are 
admimUe and accordant with soand reason. In 
flie boolcs which contain wliat they shall bdieve 
and do, It isoonuntaded that they shall be oont- 
staiitljr and sednlooslf read, fn oHder to find out 
their tme meaning ; and these writings enjdin Uh 
dnlgenoe and forbearance with the wealc a(Qd de« 
Inded. Nevertheless, he who gtTfesaatnteriAretation 
difering from that of the great mass of peo^de, of 
the contents of these books, is immediately cast into 
prison, scourged, and even sometimes burnt, for 
fats want of judgment. This'seenied io me'^^^ 
iittllar to flogging a man at the cart's tidl because 
his visual organs wiere imperfect, and caused that 
whkh other people found to be 's^iare, appear to 
him oompl^ly round. I was informed that, on 
this acoodnt, some thousands of human beings had 
been beheaded, hanged, and burnt. 

^in most of the towns and villages there are 
certain persons who statad upon elevated places, and 
inveigh with great austerity against sins in others. 
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nvbicb they theiii8d?e8 are daily coinmittUig ; which 
Beemed to me the same as bearing an intoxicated 
man preach against dnmkenaess. ' 

^ He who happens to be awry, bnmpbackedi or 
to have a halt, on bis coming into the world, solidts 
for the title of high-bom, or your Lordship ; and he 
who is of low extraction, is desirpns of bmng styled 
ri^-nohie« Both parties, in my opinion, are as 
fireposteroas as if a dwarf, wished to be thought a 
giants and an old mian a young fellow. 

• 

^* lathe large towns, it is almost every where- the 
/ashion for great people to invite tbebr friends, im^ 
xnediatdy after dinner, to take some black ztnp^ 
prepared from burnt beans, wluch is vulgarly called 
iC^be^ To the places where this soup is to be 
taken, tbey are. drawn in a box upon four wheels, 
.by two very strong and wild animals ; for the Euro- 
•peans consider it extremely indecent to pass through 
the streets on foot 

• - » • ' 

\ *^ On the first day of the year, the Europeans are 
;attacked by a certain disorder, which is entiiely un- 
known to the Subterraneans. The symptoms of it 
are a particular disquiet of the mind and agitation in 
^he head, which are oflen so violent as not to iallow 
f person on that day to r^nain five minutes together 

z 
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in <>iie plice« They ran like miidineii from boaae 
to hoas6,.witboat knowing liieiDBelves i^hy or 
wherefore. This, sickness will last with many as 
much as a fortnight ; when, being at length weary 
with an incessant running abont, they again recover 
their rebate, and are restored to their former bealth. 

" As the Europeans are aflUcted with a nnmbsf 
of diseases of the mind, an infinite number o( reme- 
4ie8 has been found out. Some are attacked }^^ 
delirious propensity to walk in such a mano^ 
tfaroiigh the streets, that their left side is always 
turned towards the rigjbit side of those whom tbe^ 
peet The furfiier one travela to tlie nortjhf -the 
W>ie yiotent is the disease ; from which it is va^ 
evident, that it is occasioned by the keenness of the 
air. The medicament (Consists u certain stamped 
Jei^ves with some diaracters upon them. When 
ihe sick persons wear these talismen about them, 
they gradually recover. Another spedes of mad- 
pes3 is cured by the ringii^ of small bells, whicb 
settles the mind again in quiet : but the e£fect of 
tl^is remedy is only transitory ; for after the la^ 
of two hours the disease returns with a twof^kl 
^i^iolence. 

** In jFVance, Ikufyf and JS^n, the people, dnriiig 
the space of some weeks ifi the wikiter. 



lofie their wits. Ttiis madneds is cored by strdwing 
ashes upon the foreheads of the maniacs. In the 
taorthem l)art of Europe, where these ashes possess 
Ao virtae, nature is obliged to take its course. 

** Most of the Europeans have a custom, three 
or four times every year, in tibe presence oi wit- 
iiesses, of entering into a eertaih solemn covenant 
with God, which they violate immediately after. 
This covenant is called communtm ; and it would 
f^m that they enter into it merely to show, that it 
Is a custom with them three or four times In the 
year to break their vows. When they confess their 
sins and implore God's mercy, it commonly takes 
plade according to measure and in certain mdodies. 
Sometimes fhey have recourse to th^ assistance of 
fifes, drums, and trumpets: all those sins, the 
|)uni8hment for winch they are desirous of depre- 
cating with music, are enormbus indeed. 

** Almost all the nations in Enrope are bound to 
believe and acknowledge the doetrines contained in 
ilt^ettidn sacred book. Butinihesouth^mcountries^ 
the reading of this book is entirely forbidden ; so that 
the people are constrained to believe that wMeh 
they neither dare read nor look into without the fear 
c^ being punished. In the same regions it is also 
most rigidly forbidden to worship and revefende 

z2 
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ttie Aliiiightjr, exoepttng in a tongue with which 
ttM»7 are citHDpletely nnacqaainted ; so that those 
jprayfeors only are conaideped lawful and pleasing to 
God, which are rqieated 1>y persons who Imow not 
tliemselyes what they are saying. 

' ** In all large cities, tho^e whom they promote to 
pottto of hMoar and digntty are paralytic ; so that 
thiey, llfce sick people, are carried through the streets 
in shut-up boxies. 

^ Most K^the Europeans have their ownhair shaved 
i)ff, and corer their bald pates again with fbreign. 

" The learned controversies, which generally 
occupy the European Academies, cotisist in the 
examination of things, the discovery of which is 
ctthlOT of no utility whatsoever, or whos^ nature it 
is impossible for the human understanding to com- 
prehend. 

' ^^ The- most learned sulgects which the Euro> 
peans expose to consideration, relate to a few old 
boots, shoes, slippers, necklaces, and cloaks, that 
belong to a nation wbidi has long been extinct.. In 
the sdenoes, as well eoclemastioul as secular, no 
^ne judges for himself, but m^ely subscribes to 
tiie judgment of another. They tell us, that they 



beltete Um, w}K>ni, in' all things^ tbcQr .)g|ow . to be 
tte wisest: against tbis I hav/e no(br the least. ol^- 
jectioA^ if raw i^d igiK)rant peo{de aoTQ capable of 
knowing anything about tjbe ipatter. Bat to de- 
cide who is wise, and wbo is not^ Tequires a person 
to be wise himself. 

"^ In^tfae large towns andyillagesintbe sonttieqi 
countries; a number of cakes, or wafers, are carried 
about, which the priests give out for gods;, and 
the most wonderful and astonishing is, that the 
bakers themselves, notwithstanding the don^ pf 
-wbi^ th^ are m^de is still sticking to their finger^, 
affirm, upon oath, that these cakes have crated 
both heaven and earth. . 

** The English prefer their liberty to everything 
else; and none are in this nation slaves, with the 
excej^iOB of the married women. In matters of 
religion, tbey reject to-day that which they pio- 
. fessed yesterday. This changeableness I attributed 
to the situation and climate of the country ; for as 
they are islanders and seamen, their fioctuatiqg 
elemeiit hais, in all probability, some effeqii upon 
tibeir mifida. They are incessantly inqoiriiigafiBr 
each other's be«dth, so that a stran^r imght easily 
take , them all to be physicians ; but the que^ion-— 
Hew do ifou da? is^a mere phras&<--a simple sound 
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wMKNit flie l6Mt ttgnUlcttlion. Tbe nbaUtaniB 
of thb bland fBe» poiat, and sharpen, their iind«r- 
aUnding and imaginative fiiealty to aiieh a 4egreii, 
that nnmbera of them in tbe end wiU not onfNK 
qOently loae their senaes altogdttier. 

** There is aitnated, towards the north, a repi^>Uc 
conaiating of aeren provinces. Theae are called 
UnUedj notwithatanding there is not tbe least trace 
of nnion or harmony to be fomid among ttiem. 
The lower order of people boasts here of its power, 
and maintain that ttmydifwtin the admiristaiiiQB 
of the aflhirs of state ; although there is no coanHy 
in the world in which the commonalty ia mei0 
excluded from pablic offices than in tills, where the 
government is in the hands of but a very few 
ftmBies. 

** Hie inhabitants of tins state, wifb aniioiis and 
ladaMgable £ligence, scn^ together Untfttmae 
rides, wfaidb (hey, Iiowever, are ubaid to eqoy ; ap 
that tbehr purses are always foil, mid their stomachs 
always empty. A person might almost imagine 
that fliey lived upon smoke, which thqrareeon- 
tinoally sucking in through certain reeds or clay- 
pipes. We must nevertheless allow that these 
people sorpass all otii^rs in deanluiess ; forth^ 
warii everything, with the exception of their famids. 
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M'lti divers large aaid sinidl towng^iii ttonorfli 
of Surope, the watduB^i patrol ^ streefa iariiig 
Ihe night, and in a ennging, or rather a beOowtig 
or brs^g, tone, every hour wish the inbabftanle a 
good repose ; on whidioceaskms, ifih^w«« sdnk 
almost in the eternal sleep of dei^, these guar* 
diimt of <be night would be sore each time to ai;t«lfie 
^ero. 

' ^ Every country has its laws and oastoms, which 
«rey for the most part, enthrely opposed lo eacbottier. 
Tbns, for esample, accordiog to law, the' nifie moat 
obey her hnsband ; but, aeoordHng to oostom, tei 

tinabafld is obedient to the wife. 

■■ • ■ • - . . . » 

' ^ In Enrope, those persons are objects of ^ hi^ 
eat esteem and respect, who live in so prodigU)«id 
exliavagant a manner, that they not only devour all 
the prodoce of the country, but even the country 
Itself; and no condition of man is so much despised 
as.flttt vrhicfa cultivates the eartti to feed and 
Vottrish these gluttons or gormandisers. 

^* To what depfli the EaropettM are sunlc in vice, 
the many gallowses and places of execution whkh 
aiB everywhere observable will ^atly assist, in 
drawing a oDn<tesion* £very town: has its own 
hmigman. England must^ however, altogether be. 
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excepted ; nviiere I bcdie^e tiiere are no faangmmi, 
es' flie inhabitantB of this coantry moM oomni&nfy 
hang Aemselves. , ' 

m 

** I entertain a strong suspicion that the Earo* 
peans are camribids ; for they riiat up yrholb mil* 
tifodes of fresh and liale yoong fellows iii rertab 
enclosures, that are called cloisters, for the purpoi^ 
of making them plump, sleek, and fat ; wMdi seldonr 
fidls to have the desired' effect, as they are exempt 
from every kind of labour, and have Boddng else 
to care for, in these gardens of pleasinre, biitfte 
indalging and pampering ihelncfelves. ' 

**The Europeans commonly drink wat^ every 
nbndng in oitier to cool tlieir stomachs;* but 
soafcely have they, by this means, qnendbed tli» 
flame, than they have immediate recourse to the • 
brandybottle, for the purpose of warminj 



'. **^ Tlie religion in Europe is divided into two jntnci* 
pal sects — ^the Roman-Catbolie, and the Protestant 
Some Protestants worship only one God, and the 
generali^ but three: the Catholics numberiess ; for 
^bey have as many gods and goddesses as they 
have towns and villages. All these gods and 
goddesses are created by the Pope, or high-priest 
of' Rome ; and the Pope himself is always created- 



by^ Certain priests, . or ^^r^ttnal)^ is. <}i^. «r& ciiH^d^ 
From this loay he tfieen with, what power tbes^ 
cardinals are invested, since they are able to o'eate 
the creators of ^Sft 

• • , . : . . . 

^ The andent inhabitants of . iitei^ subflaed th$ 
whole world, and yielded to their wives ; the pre- 
iMaat inhabitants, on the 'contrary, ill 99^ their 
^eii, wd yield to tbci whol? w<vld. 

,^' Tlie AnimaJa ip Europe, are divide into two 
daas^s — those, whidi Uvq on the Jand, andt^on^ 
whidi are aqiiaticr Thr^r^ are soipe,^ however^ 
tiiat are termed lunphibiofis^ and are able to exist 
tai bgih ^ments* For example : firQgf9, porppiaes^ 
find D^ricAttieu; for tibese lare ii^bitants of 

nwmutsAfii 
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* And lire as well in water aa on land/ . 

, ** The Europeans eat the same sort of food as 
onrselves. The Spaniards alone live entirely upon 
air. 

* • 

** Trade fioorishes everywhere in Europe ; and 
inojo^ things are there sold which we never think 
of 4ealing in. For instance: in Romey seats in 
heaven are sold; in StpUzerland, they sell them* 
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fvgriiay are all put ap to pabHc ancttoo; 

^* Indoleoce is, in iS|MiJ», a aaie aign of a^peUi<fafi64 
Man; duia, notUng ia a grealnr proof of fjaaaiofB 
nobitatf than aleep. 

' <* Thoae paople are everjrwheie denomfaialed 
grfhodox w1k> know not wi»t thaj beVsre^ apri 
who are nnwflllng to gbe tbemaelwa the troable af 
examining into wkat they beer. Tlfere aie maiqr, 
^ttbOf merely on accoant of dlia negligenoe and 
fliooi^tleaa indolence, are inbtxluced amcnigilia 
nnmber of the aaimls ; idiile they, on the owhaij ^ i 
nba are aoHaitoiia abovt their eternal desUi^, and 
who dite de^y iirto» and we%h, and inveatigaA^ 
and acnitiaixey all things appertaining to rdigion^ 
are, for the least swerving from toe rnling opinion, 
oondemned to idl eterndty. 

^* Tlie Europeans, in genend, believe that erer* 
lasting bliss, or eternal damnation, is not the 
conseqoence of men's aoticms doring their lives,* e# 
the performance or negligence of their dntan, hot 
dqiends entirely on the place in which they were 
bora; for tly^ all conceive, that bad they been bora 
in another conntry, and of oUier parento, they 
woidd have had a quite difierent belief. They 
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ftppear, therefore, not to comkntn people so miidir m 
accoant of tbeir «xercMng tbn or tfaot religton, as 
because they happened to be biom in this or that 
^kee; wfaicb I can hy mo means find to be don<- 
aonsDt wMi the jastloe and goodneBS of Hie DMns 
Creator. ^ 



' ^Amnog their aathore, those awfli the highest 
iqnrte and esteem^ irho dhinrt and inveit thgm» 
Anal mto of cl^, and render that^ ^vvUdi in 
Msdf was dear and perapicnoas, obrnpintefy^ diaaun 
iind ^fvholfy unintelligible. These writers are tb^ 
nominated < Poets/ and their traniqiosition of wdtds 
is called * Poetry.' Thid is, however, fisr from befaig 
sdBdent to form a genuine and legitimate poet; 
for it i^ highly essential that he sbdiildsit tbe same 
tfaottB be capable of lying most abomfnably. iVar 
this reason a certain old fiXiow of the name of 
ffamer, who proved himself master of both the 
requisites, is there worshipped with an almost 
divine adoration. Numbers endeavour to imitate 
his transposition of order and fidedfication of tmtii; 
bat none, as I was iitformed, oonld at all attahr to 
bis peifeotion. 

^ Hie cuitirators of literature purchase books lii 
great abwidance ; not so much, however, for their 
eontents, as on account of their ibiegant binding 
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and large di&e. Tte booktoOerB, who know how 
ti> profit hy this book-pemde, have the trick of rer 
printing wr^faed imi comnton works in a new ^ze^ 
with a diflfer^nt type, and iflnstrated at the same 
fiobe wiili humeroms plates, wluch, when bound ill 
an elegant manner, are snre of a rapid giale ata 
price of more than doable their value. It nmst 
her^ be Remarked, that the sl^encels form there a 
branch of commerce, and that philosophers* amjl 
other authors are reckoned among the most respect* 
able liierchants. Simpletons commonly write mor^ 
books than any other persons, as if they wereafif'aid 
that the fame of their:stuptd)ty woqld not otherwise 
be handed down to po$ta*]ty» ' . 

'* The academies in Emrppe greatly resemble so 
many commercial Exchanges, where degrees, pro- 
motions, dignities, and such-like scientific merdian- 
dize ard sold at moderate and reasonable prices^; 
and which here, in the subterraneous world, ar^ 
not obtained without much labour and fatigue, and 
many years', both night and day, regular and close 
application to study. Those are styled Doctor^ 
who have attained the highest pitch of human learn* 
ing ; or, as the Europeans term it, who have reached 
the summit of Mount Parnasdus, which is the iribode 
of nine young virgins. Next to them follow the 
Magistri, who purchase their learned titles at a 
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lipi!?er rate, and are^ tWeibre^ <x>tisidered a good 
deal less omnisdent. From thid it may be seen 
bow much benevolence and complaisance prevail in 
the supra-terranean Universities in favoar of man* 
kind, where the road to learning is made so easy 
and commodious. The northern academies are in 
this respect a little more partionlar, as they never 
confer, either honours or dignities without a previous 
examiQation, 

^^ The learned and illiterate are distinguished 
from each other by a dijQference in dress and man- 
ners ; but more especially by a differencQ in religion. 
The first, for the most part, believe in only one 
God : tlie othere, on the contrary, worship a plu- 
rality of gods and goddesses. The principal 
deities of the learned are ApoUo^ Minerva^ the 
nine Muses, aqd some other lesser whole or half 
^ods, whom the poets invoke< when they are seized 
with a fit of raving. The learned are divided^ 
according to their- various studies, into dlffer^it 
.dasses, as philosophers, poets, grammarians, meta- 
physicians, and so forth. 

^ A Philosopher is a scientific shopkeeper, who> 
at A certain fixed price, sells prescripts for self- 
tienials, temperance, moderation, and poverty ; and 
preaches so long against riches, that be jiiecomes 
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incb MaMrir. The fUlwr of Hm fUloiwpbeni !• oM 
£bMtti» who, (hioQgk poFBiuBg this line of eondaet^ 
HMflied a prinody ibftinie. 

* 

^^ A Poet 18 a mail who makes an ostentatkMi 
with printed nonsense, falsehoods, and ex(ram« 
gant effiisi<»i8 of a disordered brain. Deliriam is 
tfaerefioie ;a Strang charaet^ristic of a traly snbltme 
poet. All who express thdr ideas with perspieirity 
and simplicity are deemed unworthy of the lauieU 

*^ The Grammarians compose a kind of military 
state, wliii^ disturbs the public tranquttity. Thqr 
aie difltingnisbed from all ottier waniors by fhell^ 
paitkttlar oniforms, whieh^ iiustdad of being of dit^tts 
odbiMn, are all blad: ; and instead of a sword, their 
weapon is a pen. These heroes fig^t wHh as xamth 
obstinacy about a letter or a word, as those in 
coloured untforms do for country and lib^ty . I am 
inblined to believe, that the gov«amments maintain 
tUsrdass of people for the sole purpose of pravent* 
ing maiddnd, during a time of peac^, from ^Mai 
diseased through tiie enjoyment of too mudi trau^ 
qsillity* Scimetimes, however; when these lelnnel 
^iwri^rs carry things to sudi a pitch as to (hreatev 
with aa efihsion of blood, the magiiAracyis dbl^ed 
lo interpose its auiixHity ; whidi, as I he«pd^' was 
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tfte dtse flonie ttae preirioiis in Paris, where the 
Sopmae Council, in oonaeqaenoe of the c ontiovei ey 
between the Doetors respeotiiig Q vad K tmam^ 
ing go eerioas an aspect, was at length compelled 
tp issue a decree peroiitting both these letters to 
bf^nsed. 

** A Natoralist is a person who seardies into the 
llfowete of the earth; who closely examines the 
nitiire oi the biped, qoadmped, and polj^ed anU 
male, worms, and insects; and who, in Aokkf 
kiiows everjrthing bat Umself. 

*^A Metapbysieiui alone perceives that whidtis 
eonlbealed from eyery oUier perscNi; be know% 
4eseribes, and nnfolds, the Cme essence of ghosts 
and of the sool, as wdl as all that is, and all 
^t is not; bat who, because of his too qaidE 
«f|^, is not able to discern anythtaig that lie8imiMi> 
diaiely before ham. 

'<Soeh is the state of the repnblic of letters in 
Europe. I coold qoote many more abeovdltiea; 
bpil-lbese will soffiee to give the reader an Mea of 
Itie. prindpal cms, from wUcfa he wfll be enabled 
to jlKlge how fa ithe Baropeons have a right to 
eensldier themsdves the ody sages in existence. 
We^must, however, allow that the snpra^terranem 



352 

DoGtors aqd Magl6tri have a mach greater ts^litj 
in acquiring a superior educatioliK tbaa our subter^ 
raneous literati ; for tliere are professors of Ian* 
goages and sciences, who not only teach that which 
they themselves have learned, but also that whereof 
they have not the slightest knowledge. We find 
it a cUfficalt matter enough, by any means, to instil 
into the minds of others what we ourselves know ; 
bat to teadi them that in which we are totally 
unskilled, we can scarcely form the least conception 
dL There are many among the Europera literati 
who ardently cultivate both theology and pbiloeophy* 
As philosophers, they doubt of ail things ; and, as 
theologians, they believe in all that is smd shall 
come to pass. The Europeans are animated with 
the 6ame desire for study as we Subterraneans; 
but become learned in a much shorter period. For 
this advanteige they are indebted to a certain magi* 
cal invention (literary journals, catalogues, diction- 
aries, encyclopeediae, &c.), with the help of which 
they are enabled to read at least fifty books in the 
cdurse df to afternoon* 

*^ The Sapra<4erraneans are exceedingly d^out, 
and particularly fervent in their prayers* They do 
not, however, in the latter case, conform and yield 
to the impulse and emotion of the soul, but rega^ 
late themselves after the ringing of bells, clocks. 
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and sun-diaU ; so that their devotion is perfectly 
mechanical, and is determined more by outward 
signs, old habits and customs, and certain hours, 
(ban by any inw&rd feelings. How unceasing they 
are in their prayera and invocations, a person will 
easily conclude, when informed that the. greatest 
part of th^m, while engaged in scouring the house, 
splitting fire-wood, or performing any other handi- 
work, are continually singing psalma and divine 
hymns, 

. ^' On my arrival in Italy, I looked upon myself 
as the lord of the whole country; for every one 
whom I met called himself my slave. I took it 
once into my head to put this submissive obedience 
to the t^t, and commanded my landlord to accom* 
modate me with his wife for a night ; but at this 
be became exasperated to an extraordinary degree, 
and ordered me to pack up immediately iand quit 
his bouse ': as I, however, rather delayed yielding 
to his mandate, he made no ceremony, but kicked 
me, bag and baggage, into the street. 

^^ In the NoriAj the inhabitants are extremely 
desirous of obtaining titles of oflSces which are 
not in existence ; and all are so eager to pass on 
ibe right side, that they seem to fiedl but little short 

A A 
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of having completdy lost their wits. Moreover 

My petience waft now exhausted : and I waa ao 
inflamed with rage, that I threw the book away ; 
awMtring TomcpohkOy who wae preset at the time^ 
that it was nothing but a fiction, a downright fabri* 
eation, of some unreasonable, morose, and splene* 
tic scribbler. Bat. when the first heat of my pas- 
sion had abated, I began to judge more mildly q£ 
these historical travels ; particularly on perceiving 
&at the author, although both utgnst sgad unrea- 
sonable in most of his pieces, had still not always 
swerved entirely ^m the truth ; but had in many 
lespects hit tiie point to a tittle. I now determined 
on following the advice of Twaufpoloko^ and cbmsh- 
ing carefully the erroneous supposition formed by 
the Quamifes in regard to my birth ; as I fofoid it 
more advisable, fi>r the execution of my plans, to 
pass for an extraordinary envoy from the son, tham 
a mere simple European townsman. 

As all the neighbours had now for a length of ^ 
time reinained in a state of perfect tranquillity, aii^% 
I in tiie mean while had availed my«elfof tbe>ad.^ 
vantageous peace, to rsgulate tiie state aocordbig to 
my wishes, we suddenly received information, that 
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fliree of the most powerful nations, nanely; the 
AreionianSf KispunanSj and Aleeiarians^ had 
formed ui alliance against the QMomtife^. The first 
consisted of Bears j — a very hardy and warlike 
nation, who were endowed with reason and the 
power of speedi. The Kispusians were cffl CatB 
of an extraordinary size, and for their subtlety and 
jadgn^ent universally renowned ; and who, not so 
nrach by physical strength, as by crafty inventions, 
fttesse, and stratagems, had constantly borne np 
•gainst their most powerfiil enemies. TheAIeCv 
torians, from ttieir being able to fight as wett in the 
air as opon the earfli, were extremely formidable 
to cope with. They were Cocks^ armed with bows 
and poisoned arrows, which seldom missed, and 
which inflicted mortal wounds. 

Tliese three nitons were enraged at the extraor- 
cBnsry sueeess of tlie Qaamiles, and the overthrow 
of the Tanaqnians. In order to put a stop to the 
Qnamitish power, which aj^ared to thcni to exceed 
aU boonds, thqr entered into tiiis common alliance ; 
bat ^before they pnblisbed any declaration of war, 
tiiey dispatched envoys to Quama^ who demanded 
the fireedom of the Tanaquians, and declared war 
in a format manner against the Emperor, in case 
the same were refiised. By my advice, they were 
dismissed with the following answer : — ^' As the 

aa2 
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/TanaqpiianB, who were violators of peace and alii* 
ance, had deaerved the misery aiid wretchedness 
into ^ich their own folly and haughtiness bad 
precipitated them, his Majesty the Emperor of 
Qitawia had determined, with all his might, .to de- 
fend to the utmost those possessions lie had won 
in lawfiil war, agaiast erery assailant, without the 
least fear either of the alliance of these nations 
or tin menaces, of any other power." When we 
had sent away the envoys . with the above answer, 
we iamedialidy made every preparation for the 
appipaAiag war. Within a abort time we bad 
an* army on foot consisting of forty thousand men, 
among whom eight thousand were cavalry and two 
thousand mosqueteers. The Emperor, although 
very old and decrepit,, resolved to make. the cam*' 
paign with us m person ; and was so incited by a 
4esire for honOar, that neither the representafidns 
Bor peiBuasioQs of bis wife, his children, or my- 
setf, eoald prevail upon him to abandon his inflexible 
puipose. That winch in this state of ttungs caused 
me the most, .uneasiness, were the doubts and 
su^)idon I ^entertained respecting the Tanaquians, 
who, impati^it for their freedom, would, I feared; 
seise the'fir$t x^pportunity to throw, off the yoke and 
go over to the enemy. As I had surmised^ so it 
turned out ; for no sooner had the declaration of 
war been made, than it came to our knowledge. 
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that twelve thoasand fiiliy equipped Tanaqulans 
were gone over to the hostile army ; so ttnt we 
had at once to contend with foor powerfai enemies. 

In th6 beginning of the month of JKU&my after 
providing our army with every neoessary, I ordered 
it to break np. Upon oor mardi we were met by 
our spiesy ^o commanicated to usttie inteHigenoe, 
that the allied troops had already made an irmption 
into Tanaqud^ and laid siege to, and attadced^ the 
fortress Stbol, upon the borders of Ki^ntsia, with 
such impetuosity, that the oommttndanti was upon 
the point of surrendering. ' But as 8o6n aa they 
perceived our arrival, they raised the«iege and iad- 
vanced against us. The action was fought, in a 
valley, not far from the besieged fortress ; in con- 
sequence of which, from that day to this, it has 
always been calledthe battle of Sibol. The jtfrc- 
ioniofMj who formed the left wing of the hostile 
army, attached our cavalry, and made among them 
a dreadful slaughter ;/ and as this attack was sup- 
ported by the relrolted T^f^tit^vtiatn^, it seemed al- 
most as if it were nearly over with us: but the 
mtisqueteers advanced to the succour of tfaecavidry, 
and by two wdtdirected volleys, completely over- 
threw the hostile ranks; cadsing the action to as- 
sume . a very different appearance, and forcing the 
lately almost victorious enemy by dagrees to give 



wtt^, Mlil ttl lengBi' he mw Imiiadf iKoeiiitated 
lohvrtiwooiMtoadisafttrooBfllgbt. WhOeHui 
ynM taUng fdaoey fbe JTvqMiaiaM, oft tke ^tfasr 
side, pat our infiuitrj compMely to a noiq>loa. 
Tky let fij their arrows with eo mtidi dtttorttyv. 
mi afcctt that in a short tIsM aix handled <2ita« 
mitis warn pot Aart A comktif heitig ftiortaUf 
we e nd ftd er killed. .AJthoagh oor t^arahy, wili^ 
tiie aid of the sroaqoeleers, oompriled tiie emtmj to 
betake himeelf ta Hight, jret it was condticted in 
Mk a manMr, that the ranks niahytaiiied their 
ofdeTy and a^peafed rather to retreat than to &f ; 
wUeh anight 4>e ascribed to the skiU and expoficfioe 
of their eoeaouoider, Mom^omus^ who, at that iin»^/ 
in siHftuy tacticsy daimed the palm fimn all tte. 
saUeiwm ean genendsw Thure stiU remahiad die 
jikeiarioMy who were' the most difieoH to ^Ms* 
qnlsh ; for, witenerer oor raosqneteers took aitttil : 
tbesi, ihey soaoed into the air, and dlsohuged thafa* 
arrows down apon oar beads with so imich eflset^ 
tbst fery few of oar men who fisll were aUe to 
rise again. They altays hit timr inafk ; JTm' it is 
BMich sorer and easier to shoot ADm above, ihl» . 
from below ; hot onr shot, on tte contrafy^ by nm-i 
son of ilie eontinoal flattering and motion of thli^ 
enesiy, mostly missed. Inthemidstoftiiehotleit ' 
part of the oonflict, oor Emperor^ whfle ridii^ 
dboat and Gheering tl^ soldiers where llie danger 



WW tlw gfeste^l, was unibrtuiiat^y tinfdi in the 
neok by a poisoned antnr $ aad after fawvtog con- 
tended againit tbe eneny with the oourage of a 
lk», fell from bis boree, mortally wounded. He 
was immediately borne from the action fnito Ue 
ten^ where very shortly after he yielded op (jhe 
gbosi* In this slate of oncertainty and doabt» 1 
oonaideped It the most advisable to impese sttMee 
upon ail who had wttnesaed the mefamdoly event, 
in order that the combatants mi^t not lose conr^ge 
at the news of their Emperor'e deatib. I went, 
therefore, immediately among them, and bade them 
heat good cheer ; telling them that their soverd^ 
had only Cednted in eonseqnence of the violence of 
tbe blow, and that the womd was not- deep nor. 
dangeroQS. As, thrcmgli this vtifioe, the greatest 
noaaber of the army remained ignorant of what had 
befiedlen the Emperor^ the battle continued till mid-* 
iiij^ ; when the Abefynian$y emfaausted wittl labour 
and covered with wounds, retreated to theifr cunp; 
and on thn «iorrow an armistice was rigned for 
aevemhdays between the belligerents* for the fmrpose 
of bfuying the dead* I now found that I ma«t 
haire racoutae to annenew sfaratagent, in order to 
subdue these formidiMe wteged enemiea ; and, 
tbetefone, duiing tbe ennistioe, I ordered tte viua- 
ket^baHs fo be cast over again into saiall shot. 
TUs.eqiedlent proved of tbegreateatirtilHy; for 
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the AlecUniam^ in the next. ^Btgagennt, weie, 
by means of our showers of bsil^ ^ddy hfooi^ 
down headlong from their atrial position, and m 
this manner one half of their army was slain* The 
rest immediately laid down their arms, andin&e 
most . submissiTe manner supplicated for . peace. 
The Areiamcmsand Kispusians followed their es^ 
ample, and surrendered themselves, together wflk 

^their arms and all their fortresses, into oar hands^/ 

1 » 

\ 
As all these aflhirs were now fortnoately bronglbl 

to a conclusion, ' 
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I assembled the chiefs of the people, the elden. 
And heads of the troops, all in council together. 
And while to me they with attention listened, 
The following discourse I to them addressed *•— 

^* Noble, valiant, and renowned warriors! I 
doabt not of its being well known to most of yoi^ 
with what anxiety and concern I dissiuaded bis 
Majesty, the Emperor, from risking his vdoaUe 
life in this campaign. Bat his iitoate bravery and 
martial courage, his heroic and intrepid spirit, did 
not;saffer him to remain at home in quiet, while we 
were venturing our lives against his mortal enemies. 
Verily, this is the only request that bis Impend 
Majesty has at any time refused to grant me. O! 
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tbsl lib Mqesty. had bem more scrdpoloda about 
ofiier matters, and had condescended to yield to 
tliki.^ ftboold not th^n have found oarselves in 
tlad unfoitanate situation, into which his unexpected 
dealb has plunged ns ; but our entry into the im*- 
perial capital would bnre been triumphal, and our 
joy, ttid that of the whole nation, for so many 
glorious achievements, would have been perfect, 
*-4]&Bdxed with grief and tormenting affliction ! I 
neither can nor ought to conceal any longer the 
lamentable and melancholy event, which has given 
each of us a deeper wound than all the arrows of 
the enemy put together could have inflicted. Enow, 
then, that your Emperor, in the hottest of the con- 
flict, when he was contending against the enemy 
with that bravery and courage which were peculiar 
to himself, was struck by an unluclcy arrow, and 
shortly after expired. Most shocking and heart- 
rending event ! what sorrow, what universal grief, 
will the loss of this prince spread through the 
Empire! let not your courage, however, entirely 
sink ! the illustrious hero has ceased to die ; but 
not to live. Your Emperor is not dead to you ! he 
agiain lives in two young princes, his sons, the very 
images of their excellent father, and no less the 
inheritors of his virtues than of his Empire. You 
have not changed your lE^mperor, but only the name : 
and as Prince TAnusOf the first born, will be 



CHAPTER XIV, 



TBK AUTHOR 18 ELECTKD MONARCH IN THE ttUBTKaRANlOUS 

RBOIONS. 



Wbkm I bad cottcladed my disooorae, tbey all 
cried out with ^ load voiot^^'PikibuekaU be owr 
Emperor!*^ On bearing them prononnce these 
wcndiy I was completely overwhelmed witho(»* 
etematkm, and begged of them, with tears in my 
eyes, not to forget the fidelity and allegiance wlncb 
they owed to tbe Imperial family, nor the benefits 
wUch the deceased monarch had conferred upon 
each of them in particular, and apon all in general ; 
as, tbroQgh such ingratitnde, they wonld affix 
& stain cm the diameter of the nation, wfaich 
wonld for ever leotidn indeiiUe, I added, that 1 
was nevertheless willing, as « private individnal, 
stiH to render them idl the service in my power, if 
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they considered my feeble efforts could in any 
degree tend to their advantage. But my words 
were of no avail— 

They only served to heat their ardour more. 
And tor PUdUu make them louder roar. 

Indeed, the shouts of the soldiers, mingled with the 
cries of their officers, made the whole camp several 
times resoand vrith the above named word. I 
covered my head^ withdrew from the place, and 
repaired to my own tent, ordering the sentinel not 
to permit any person whatever to enter ; for 
I hoped that the soldiers, as soon as the first 
ardour of their ^zeal had abated, would be of a 
di&rent way of thinking. . But the officers and 
men crowded into the tent by force, and placed tiie 
crown upon my head, in s[Hte of every resistance 
that I made to prevent them* They then.cohducted 
me -out, and, undar the sound of kettle-drums and 
trumpets, proclaimed me Emperor of Qttama, 
Ki$g of Tanaquif Arcionia, and Atectoria^ and 
Grand Duke of fikpusia. When I perceived 
that things were not likely to be altered, I no 
longer opposed -my own good fortune : and I must 
acknowledge, that this high degree of dignity was 
by no. means repugnant to my feelings ; for an 
Empire; with three kingdoms and a grand dukedom, 
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were allarefnents that might have led any other 
4)erson into temptation. I sent deputies imine- 
diately to the Prince, acquainting him with what 
had taken place, and advising him that he should 
strenuously maintain that right tb which his buih 
entitled him, by declaring this unlawful election as 
null €md void ; but I determined within myself, at 
the same time, not to give up an empire so readily, 
the government of which had been voluntarily 
offered to me. In reality, I di^patdiedthis depu- 
tation for the sole purpose of ascertaining ibe true 
sentiments of the Prince. As this young man was 
endowed with extraordinary talents, and particu- 
larly with an acute penetration and solid judgment, 
he was well aware of the number of lurking-'hdes 
fhat men could find out, and the expedients they 
could adopt, iii order to insure success to their 
crafty designs ; and, therefore, seeing that ray mo- 
desty was only feigned, he very prudently accom- 
modated himself to his fate, shaped his actions ac- 
cording to existing circumstances, fdlowed the ex- 
ample of the army, and proclaimed me Emperor 
himself in every part of the capital. Thither I was 
dbrried in triarapb, attended by several Generals, 
and there received by the acclamations of the peqile ; 
and in the course of a few days my coronation was 
celebrafed wifli much state and magniflcence. Thus 
was I -metdmorphosed from a poor shipwrecked 



vhite Into i i)oteiit^ monarch. In ofdet to fortn ^ 
•nil doser aUiaiiofr between in}r8eif and the people 
^ Quama^ uid as much by private as bypablfc 
teto to establiflh my power, I married the dangbter 
of tbe deceased Emperor; for I remarked ihal 
wty sttbjecto still lored and honoared ihe old 
imperial ftunfly. Tbe name of this Princess was 
JUUae, and 

Sht'^ eheeks like the newly blown rose. 
Her eyes did the britllantt eclipile, 
neugh a IMS awry wM ]N»rno9e, 
Y«t coiral-red wers Wr tsro lips* 

As I bad now «4}iirted so tMay aAitrs of import 
tanoe, I began to devise new meaiis by wUcb I 
might exteid n^ emigre, andeauseit to be AreaAsd 
bf >tha whole of the snbtorraneoas world. Blj^ 
thoQ^bto al first were pdlfndpaHy employed npei 
bow I should best keep tbe lately conquered nations 
in salQeetion. To this eiid> I caniied several large 
foito 4a be bQ&t, mi plfteed strong ganrisoas to 
them : iOie subjugated people I «sed wHh mildnMS,'^ 
wd promoted many of ibem^ to eminetit aittttrfSflk 
in tbe aqrttal. i abaivM in particiilar so mittdibb^ 
neroleooe towardstibe biroeapfive Genofdtf, Tam^ 
ptMka asA M^Mon^^ thai nimibers of the Qua* 
mites beeame, bucoRsequenoe, exceediifgly jealous ; 
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alttioag^ tbey did not suffer flieir mxwy md diMMio 
tisfaction to be percdved. lUs quiric of bnoodlng 
ina]ioe> whidi remained long smonlderiog in tiMi 
^besy burst lbrth» aa I sball hereafter relate^ at 
length into an open flame. At borne I eodeavoared 
tfit brin^^ the arts and sciwces— ^bat more partiett« 
larly the art of war — io the Ughest state of per* 
fectioQ : and as this ooontry abounded in thick 
forests and trees, proper and suitable for ship- 
building, I strove, with all my energy and force, to 
fit out a fleet of men of war, built after tfae.modds 
of the European sbqiB ; and however J ww over* 
burdened with other bosiness, this I considered of 
so much Importance, that I gave up everything 
else &» the moment, in ordm* to pnoeecufe Iny 
desigii* In this work I avafled myBelf of ihe assist- 
anoe of the Kispusiaifs, who were toleiaUy w«ii 
eiq^iaiosd in naval afluis, and I afierwarAr 
lyimited ifeiiS9fi9U9 to be Admisal of the flset 



I caused ttmb^ to be hewn, md fxx>ls and insple* 
inentsto be forged; and carriad' on the undef4aldi% 
y^ib ao much aptot and activHT, that ontiieafai^ 
tiath dw ft«m the time <i Oe tneshfdag felled^ 
I had ia fleet of twentjr MfA at sea. As etfiity-' 
thtsc euQceeded accnidhig to my mind, I ndw eon- 
sideied myself a aeeoad .Akmmikri for it wae 
my intentioii to make here aa mcch idisplay «f 
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osieiltationy as be bad oiade upon our globe. ' Tl^ 
rage for universal dominion is always increasing, 
and luiows no bounds. Some few years before, a 
curacy, tbe situation of writer, or the mean offiee 
of parisb-derlK, was tbe summit of my ambition. I 
durst tben not venture to hope for more ; but now, 
with four or five kingdoms, I felt by no meom 
satisfied: so that I, in respect to my pasrionate 
desire for fame, which continued to increase wllfa 
my power and means, . Iiad never been moreneed|y, 
and had never experienced so pressing a neoesrity 
as at present. 

t 
I 

I was informed by the Eispusian CapbdM as 
well in regard to the navigation of the seas, as of 
the state of the adjacent countries ; and I learnt, 
that in Hie course of eight days, with a fevouiable 
wind, we should be. able to readi the coast of fkB 
Empire of Mezendores : and as we from that ooun* 
try could easily sail over to Martinia^ which pas- 
sage I myself had lately made, I determined on ae- 
celerating the departure of tbe expedition. It wai^ 
iatmth^ the conquest of Marimia at wfaidi I aimetl 
partly from a covetous desire for this natioo's ridM/ 
partly because the MdrHnians were much more 
experienced .in navigatton than any <^ier peofiie, 
and also because I might hereafter need their aasifift* 
luDce in executmg my graiid projects. Besides 
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these, there was another reason which incited me 
to sobjiigate this nation : that was, a desire of re- 
venge. I persuaded the eldest of the Princes to 
join in the expedition, alleging that it would afiford 
his Imperial Highness an excellent opportunity of 
displaying his bravery and courage, and exhibiting 
abilities ; but my reid object was, to keep him 
hostage and pledge of the fidelity of the Qua- 
mites* Ttie youngest Prince remained at home ; 
but the reins of government, during my absence, 
I oonfided to the Empress, whom I left in a state of 
pregnancy. The whole fleet consisted of twenty 
large and small vessels, which were all built and 
rigged after the manner of the ships of Martinia, 
and according to the advice, and under the direction, 
ctMohsamus, the Eispusian, who himself sketched 
file plan of them. The MartinianSy among the 
Sobterraneans, resembled much the lyriana and 
SUmiana in former times, or the EngUsh vrndi Dutch 
of the pres^it day^ in our world, arrogating to 
themselves the dominion of the sea. But on my 
amral in MarUniay I presently discovered how 
mnefa we deviate in the construction of our vessels 
69m Ibe models of the Martinians. 

We set saO at a time of the year when Ibe planet 
Nazar was in that part of its orbit, in which it 
spfMES only half ibn. When we had been ploughing 

BB 
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tin otftai tofi three dajs^ ^e discorered k fanrgd 
iiiaildy the Inhabitaiiti of wbidi, in crateqnenoe of 
adiMNiflitftiailotig tb^ity-^WbkSh 6t that tinle dhrided 
fbtikk ibto ieteitd paitied, — we fdnnd imght eamlj 
be ctmqtwred. Ali tbej have no fire or other amiB, 
not anderefluid the use of anj wei^on but the 
tehgae, thdir warlSire cokwistB of cdntamelions and 
repftdaohfol words and dreadftd im^irecatiolla. In 
theae totisitt all fbeir pontehmenta and all their war. 
OrimliMda witfi thcmi tee oaat into ^aoe, and after 
their triala are 6ver^ and a Terdict of gknify jm^ 
aOeacidd agiidat ihem^ they ifre iasm^atdy dragged 
Away to the eentre of a larg^e {4ac6y calM Exieoii-» 
tion<>iMiMrd» and tfaer^ pebild j reproached^ i«?iM^ 
and iai^retiated. For tbte pttrpoas thej have 
6ertain bffltvra of jdatioe, denoMinated Stabmiet^ or 
RMlerB» who oaj be oompfetred with odr hangmeti 
tad police^ddSairfet. 11^ Votm of tbeae islanders 
difier bom tbit of othfer pec^e tm\y in eft much aa 
Ifaat th^ feaaaleg hofe faeaidB, and Ifae men nofte ; 
and that All their feet am iamed fii6 wro&g way 
fimti Aa aooti as >vfe had e&dted a Jaming, we 
aaet aboat three IfUmfivd JTafltarAsteiia^^fiir so the 
inhabitants are eaHed^^Who looked efien ts as 
enemies, and attacked us with their usual wefl^>oas, 
Daproai^ihl khginge and knprcicatkma. We #ore 
itiioi^ned b^ im Al^ctbrita^ who understood tiia 
Kahiliaklin lengoage, that the wbrda ^rfiioii they 
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used against ns were remarkably a^er^ mi cottiog : 
a dear proof of tbe perfection to whieb tb^ bad 
attained in that mode of warfare, and wherein they 
showed themselves in no wise hiferior to the most 
eminent of our critics. Bat I well knew, that 

Threats, witJtoat power, 
Onghl only by eoatempt to be opposed ; 

and for that reason forbade eny vioiepice tp be used 
eg^nst ^t Dnanned people, In order to iotmi* 
date these Sabvrter, I discberged a pistpl aiyieo^ 
them, which bad the desired effect { fpr tb^fdi 
flirew themselves immediately on their i?nees, e»d 
hrnnhly ia^lored for mercy. J gfive afterwaide 

audience to all the principal pet^ j^gs of tbh( 
island, who, in the most submissive manner, came 
and sftrrendered themselves, and their subjects, to 
our superior force,^^making the whde nation tribu- 
tary to our Empire. It was no shame or disgrace 
for them, they said, to be vaoQuidied by Wm Vho 
was invincible ; and ihey could, without tarnishing 
their honomr, submit to him whom kind fortune 
had raiaed ab(yve every other beipg. As ^s 
island was now beoome tribntary to as, by wUdi 
my power was in some degree extended, though 

my reeew9i wm in mo wm beigfatened, nor bad I» 
through this victory over ao unsrarlike a peofkf 

bb2 
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tMsqoired madi gloiy, we weighed anchor, and afler 
a few days' favourable passage, arrived within 
sight of the coast x>f Mezendores. Here I held a 
council of war, for the purpose of deliberating 
whether it were advisable to make an immediate 
attaclc, or first to dispatch Envoys to the Emperor 
and smnmon him, io order to spare the effiision 
of blood, to surrender without resistance. The 
greatest number of the oflScers present thought it 
better, and that it would show a much more noble 
mind, to' send Envoys. I ther€lcn« dispatched five 
persons on this special embassy : a Quamite, an 
Arctonian, an Alectorian, a Tanaquian, land a Kis- 
pu^ian. On their arrival at the Imperial residence, 
the commandant of the castle, in the name of the 
Emperor, demanded — 

What object had brought tbem, 
O^r the deep*fl raging billowB, to Tiaat their land? 

The Envoys ^iswered — 

No atarf erraficy no delusive light, no atorm. 
Have hitherwards led or driyen ua: by our own 
Freewill we to yoar land direct have ateerM our coutae ; 

an4 then handed over the letter addressed to the 
Emperor, whic^ was of the following tenor :-r- 
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We, Niek KUm^ Envoy from the Sun, Emperor 
of Quama, King of Tanaqui, Ardonia, and Alec- 
toria. Grand Duke of Kispusia, and Rnler of 
Kanaliska, send to the Emperor of Mezendares 
iand Miklopolaiu^ greeting. We hereby pnbHsh and 
make known to all whom it may concern, that it is 
ordained by the invariable Council of Heaven, liiflt 
all empires and kingdoms in th^ world shall sub- 
mit to the power of Quama ; and as the decree of 
Providence is irrevocable, the empire of your 
Majesty must necessarily share the same fate. We 
therefore counsel your Majesty to surrender volun- 
tarily, and not to suffer matters to be carried to 
extremities, through a temerarious opposition to 
Qur victorious arms. By a voluntary subniission 
the e£Eusion of innocent blood will be spared, 
and your Maejsty will experience a much milder 
fate than if resistance be offered. — Given on 
board of our fleet, the third day of the montU of 
Rimat" 

After the expiration of some days, the Envoys 
returned with an answer couched in very imperti- 
nent and haughty language. I now abandoned all 
thoughts of gaining my end by any pacific measures, 
and therefore immediately landed my forces. When 
I had drawn up my troops in order of battle, I sent 
out spies to reconnoitre the disposition of the enemy. 
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Thorn fdarHed in grcbt fante, wUb tbe iiifioriiiation 

thiit ail hofitOe army, wbich oonsisted of sixty iboa* 

fennd lions^ tigera, elephants^ beardi aad anoD* 

atrooaly friglitfid birda of pray, was advanciiig 

agidilat oa. We toolt ap a oonTenient poaitiofi imd 

awidted tbe ancmy'a aniTal. As every&liig waa 

ft9idy» and tbe aignal gi^en to comnaenee the attadc^ 

four bTtBf in tbe oapadty of plenipotentiariea, 

wars aent off by ibe boatile party to treat witb oa 

on tbe aobject of peace ; bat after tbese peraonagea 

bad ooMeraed fi»r some boars with tbe principal 

officars of oar army, wboai I bad noniaated to 

n^godate witb tbam^ tiiey departed witboot bating 

effeoled anj^ing. We aow entertained no doabt 

that they came m^re in tbe cbaractor of sploB than 

cX plenipot^itiaries ; mid that Ibey were aentibr 

tbe (Sole parpose of reoonnoitring the state of ear 

army. On qoitting oor cu^h Ibey gave it oat that 

Ibey ahonld quickly retnm wift freab pow»« ; bat 

on oar perceiving immediately after, thatVbehos*- 

tile forces were advancing against us, and that all 

hopes of peace bi^ wnshed, we marched fimilt)ur 

poaitian, and Mde an inpetaoiis attank ot tmoa 

npoli tbe wfade Use of fte emooy. The batlie was 

long tfid obstinate ; and akboagh oar mvaqaetiy 

caiised in (be beginlmg drtalftdaiaugbteratnoae 

tbe eieray, yet the elephants were aUe to preaenra 

Aeir vaBke entire, as tbe hardness and tbicioaeas 
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"of Him* hMes prorated oiirbnlldtefron pieiMtrci^g. 
But fts 80Dn as we begte to Ihimdef i^ith ow bmry 
artillery, ^od 1hB elephants panmired fl)a borriUa 
effeet tint it predaced, Hxf wage hmm^Btsif 
pwerwheiausd wiOi frigbt, BQd flttd pseoipitotflljr •• 
ali d^AOtioQB, 

In Am mg^g/^xBent we kiilt^ Ibisee Md ihirtf 
tfaoBSBBd Mez^ndoriaofi, and jaoade two tboHssttd 
pftsonens. Theae vsbo eseaped from tl|0 actianited 
io the capital, w^idi wa« a sirong fertreoif find 
(here pnoelanai the dJaastixNie event W^efel* 
loved up this victory, and prpsecated ova Mardr 
towards tfieGiiipeKnr'a residenoe, wfaieb, after bavfing 
tttree times pttdied oar caoip, we raaidbed, and kid 
siege to, -both bj lemd and hy water. A9 f^*^ 
appvoacfaed the «itff, ^e wece met bjr aftotfuer 
embaasj, wUeh aoad fer peaee <oo mmfti sdlm 
reasonable terms tiiiaii the former. The Smfterop 
diered me his dao^yter, the laost beasilfiil yfHmg 
limeas in Meeendores, io ayarriage, together with 
ttie half of his ^BOij^xa ^a ber dowtf. The teriaa 
dUfiea^ed me, espedpliy that port oS ftbem wUoh 
isAated to ^ carriage; for I cpoeideied it halh 
dangevoiis and ludawfiil to Tispodiate la^ wife, 
iiliom I had left bebSnd me in a state of pci^gneiicy^ 
aiid many a tioiiess: I 4ber^fero dismissed ^be 
Envoys without any answer. I iiow {daiitiad eaafion 
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befim the iMlhi of ^ dty, wMdi, aMioogb boift of 
itOM^ were qniddy dsmolidied. As the town 
ewanned wifb a great dhrersity (^aniiiuilB^ ttie noim 
inhabitants of the State, the strangest medley of 
noises, saeh as roaring, howling, yelling, neig^ng, 
braying, Ussiog, Ac. was heard promiscnoiisiy, as 
would defy the most fhiitfbl imagination to form 
the smallest conception of. Tlie snakes concealed 
themselves in chinks in the earth ; and the birds, 
whfch tlosoug^ fright soared into the air, quitted the 
besieged tewn^ and sought refiige in the diA and 
on the tops of mountains. The trees sliook and 
trembled to that degree, that fhelr leaves fe9 off and 
entirely covered the streets. Tw^ity maids ofhonour, 
lilies and roses, on bearing the first cannon-ediot 
fired, were so seized with terror and overwl)elmed 
with consternation, that they immediately withered 
and died. Whole troops of the iiriiabitants, ameng 
whom, in oonseqnenee of their paddng themselves, 
through fright, so dosely to^gse&er in their snaU 
habitations, a very contagious disease liad beolBeii 
out, now ran about the Aty^ wringing their hands in 
most wretched state of despair. The elepbMbi, 
who possessed a greater shore of joouirage tban^artQE 
of the others, became, from the repeated tbundaing 
ofihe cannon j so terrified, that they at length fffUM 
their shaking houses, and ran about flie streets in 
deqMdr lilDe the rest. 



' The Bnperbr of Mezendorai now lost all hope $ 
lietiierefore called bis council together/airi spoke 
as follows :«*- 

< 

Id vaiiiy good dtiseiis^ we've ntking war 
AgMMt tbe imqiieetioiiable power of 6od^ 
Which BO disaster e'er csd weakeii|«-whicb. 
By arms of mortals, ne'er can be subdued! 
I therefore now have summon'd you together. 
That each his sentiments may speak aloud, 
And give his best adyice ; and say what steps 
We ooghtto take, to a^rert the kapesdiiig slorpk 

• , ■ » 

All answered at once with a loud yo]ce» and 
said: — 

Away with war ! make peace ! for peace it is 
We all desire ! 

The ^Bperor imoBiediately after soirendened bin* 
sdf, together with tbe whole of his country ; and I 
ki one day obtained tbe dominion o^er.tfals spadooa 
empii^ with tea kingdoms, and as many prind* 
palities ; for all the petty Princes and StadthoMors 
fettewed the Emperor's exanq>lei and vied frith eacb 
olker in eagerness to submit. 

After fUs estraordinaiy sncces% I gairisoned 
ttte capital with six hnndred men, and bad the Em- 
petor broug^ prisoner cm board of our fleet. Upon 
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tiie ^vhole foyage Ikmba I med him wHh much kfndU 
neM ; and ou oar orrifil in Quama 1 granted hia 
an entire proTinoe, whidi yielded a flwAdencj to 
enable this captive Prince to live according to Mb 
rank. On our way we demanded boatagea (torn 
moat of the nations wUdi had been nfider the 
dominion of the Emperor of MSkhpolatu^ and by 
means of threats I got^ within a short time, every- 
thing into my power that belonged to Jtfe^fw^fora^. 
These people, for ttie most part, were the same 
whom I hm<e already described on my voyage 
to Mariima. We now left the Mezendorian 
land, and steered for MarUniay flie ooast of which 
we at length descried, after a long but favoarable 
passage. I never in my life beheld a more 
delightfiil prospect; for when I reflected, tfaat I, 
in the character of Emperor and Roler of so many 
States, was again in sight of that country in wMcb 
I tnd been condemned to the gfldleys, the Joy 
ftat I felt is not to be described. At irat I 
detenained on matdng myself immediatdy known, 
In order the oftore lo terrify the Mar^nians ; hot i 
afterwards Ranged mj mind, as I ooasidered M 
more advisable to keep «liiBethat odd kjM of fincy 
'which the conquered people had once entertained 
regarding my biitii and mission from tbeiSm. 

1 now hoped, that ^vHtlifn a short tiMe, and Hut, 
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too without moeb tioodble, I sboold be able to mab^ 
jugate tbe MartiniaiiS) whose eowardiee I well knew ; 
for they were a people by natore pioneto yolofta«> 
ooaneM, and who, in oomequenee of their riches 
and the great vari^ of {deasnres both tbe land ani 
the sea afiorded them, as well as their constant 
good fixrtane, were become naoie and morede- 
bancbed. Bat experience had iraght me, that tfaie 
was a difficult and dangeroas undertaking. By €be 
extcOMsivie trade which they carried on in the sabier-* 
raneoas world, they had amassed aa immense trea- 
sue, with which tiiey could immecfiately proeare 
au&ilnyry troops from the most warlike nations. 
Besidee) no peojde in tbe subterraneoas world bad 
brong^ aeamansbip and tmval tactics to so faigfa a 
state of perfection as the Martinians, and our ships 
were for from being equal to theire in saiimg. A 
person will easUy imagine to himself what sort of 
vessels they mast bare been, which a BacemimireuB 
FMhBopkuB had oaoaed to be bwtt in Imste ; and 
wlwt kind of « jadgment the English, Dutch, or 
Danes, would bare formed of then. But our can- 
non, wiib the use of widch 4be Martlnians were 
wihcHy imacquainted, compensated in a great mea* 
sure iair this defisct. 

Before I undertook miytinng hostile, I Aspatebed 
Enmpi to the GrfOid Ooandl with omilar oftersoif 
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peace as fboee I had made to the Emperor of Mezcsh 
dores* While we were expectfaig an answer, we 
perceived an immense and well-eqaipped fleet in 
fidl sail bearing down upon us. We ranged onr 
ships in line and waited flidr arrival, vrfaen I made 
the signal for attack. The engagement continued 
long, and was obstinately contested. Instead of 
cannon, the Martinians .n»de nse of a kind of ma- 
chine, vnth which they threw stones of an enormoos 
size into onr vessels, that greatly damaged them. 
They had, besides, several fire-ships filled with 
pitch, rosin, brimstone, and other combnstibles ; 
with one of which our largest vessel was set on 
fire, and entirely destroyed. In consequence of 
this disaster, the victory at the commencement was 
very dubious ; and my people were already wavering, 
and seemed undetermined whether to fight or fly, 
when our well-directed cannon at once so completely 
discouraged the Martinians, that they found them- 
selves necessitated to sheer off and take refage in 
their harbours. We were unable on this occasion 
to capture one single ship from the enemy, as they 
sailed so much faster than ours, and were con- 
sequently quickly beyond pursuit. The battle 
being over, we now landed our troops and marched 
with all possible speed for MarHnia^ the capital. 
On the route we met our Envoys returning, whom 
the Council had received in a very haughty manner. 
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and whom fbey had dismissed with the following 
words': — ' 

Away ! away ! aanoanee it to yoor King, 

That we alone are rulen of the deep ! 

And hid him in a mountain-cave conceal himself I 

For as the Martinians arrogated to themselves 
the dominion of the sea, they had treated the 
overtures of a mountaineer king with coptempt^ 
They commenced, however, immediately to beat up 
for troops ; and all the inhabitants of Martinia, who 
were able to bear arms, were at once equipped. 

We had not marched many miles, before wq 
perceived an immense army, consisting of people of 
many nations, advancing to meet us. This con- 
fidence and extraordinary daringness, which the 
enemy exhibited so shortly after his unfortunate 
defeat at sea, filled us with a good deal of alarm* 
But all these troops might have been compared to 
a meteor ; 

For when they heard onr trumpets sound to arms, 
Amaz'd they stood, and filled with dire alarms ; 

• 

and OQ the first discharge of our heavy artUIery^ 
^ey all betook themselves to a precipitate flight* 
We poisiied, and made a dreadful slaughter among 
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tiiem. How many had fidlen on the side of the 
enemy, we were in some measure able to judge of, 
from the periwigs which we collected together after 
the battle; for on comiting them we concluded 
that about five thousand Martinians must have been 
slain. The wigs I noticed were not of the same 
shape as (hose which I had <»rigiRaUy made th^D, 
and I counted no less than twenty dififerent sorts, — 
a clear proof of the ingenuity and superior inventive 
fiicnlty of this people. 

After the action, or rather when the slaughter 
was at an end, we took possession of the capital, 
without the least hindrance or opposftion. For 
as soon as we had prepared everjrtfatng for the «ege, 
and placed cannon in front of the city, the Senate 
repaired to our camp, and in a very submissive 
manner surrendered up the place, together with the 
whole country, into our hands. Peace was now 
conduded, and we made a solemn entry into the 
capital. When we had got within the gates, I 
remarked not the least signs of alarm, which fear 
usually occasions in conquered towns ; tranquillity 
and silent melancholy seemed everywhere to prevail. 
Some were sitting with their eyes fixed 'on the 
ground : others were irresolute and wavering ad to 
what they should take with tfaetn, and what they 
should leave behind ; othem, again, were jstand- 
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ing before their doors^ bewildered and per* 
t»lexed, gazing at their booMS ae if tbey saw tbem 
fiir the laat ttane. I mdfered no exceseea or out* 
mges to be committed in the town; md tbeir 
BMdaticboly, in conaeqttenoe, was soon dianged to 
gladness. I was now coiidacted into the pnblie 
treasury, and was really amazed on beholding the 
enormous riches that were there deposited ; a great 
part <^ which I distributed among my soldiers^ 
and the remainder I ordered to be taken to my 
own treasury. I then placed a garrison in itfar- 
tmiay and took away several senators, as hostages^ 
on board of my ships: among these were the 
burgomaster and ^is wife, who had falsely charged 
me with having committed that aggravated mis- 
demeanour for which I was sent into slavery. I 
did not, however, revenge myself on account of 
this mockery ; for I considered it unbecoming the 
character of so great a monarch, to punish for 
wrongs he had suffered while in no higher a capacity 
than that of a beast of burden. ' 

The MarHnians being now conquered, I ne%t 
resolved upon bringing the neighbouring nations 
also under subjection ; but while we were pre* 
paring for this purpose, there arrived Envoys 
from four kingdoms which voluntarily placed them- 
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Behes under oor dominion. I now rdgned over 
so many countries, that I considered it not at all 
worth wlule to inqaire after tibe . names of these 
States which had lately submitted, but contented 
myself with comprdiending them all under the name 
of the MarUnian Empire. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



A SUDDEN CHANOE OF FORTUlhfE. 



Aftsr I had achieTed sa many ^^orious and 
estiterdinary enterprises^ and oar fleet bad ex* 
perienoed a considerable increase by the adflitioii 
of the MarHnian ships, we set sail on oarTetnm to 
Qudnuif into which place I made my entry, with a 
pomp that far ootJastred all the Roman trinmiAs 
whidi we have ever read of. And really my ex- 
pkrits wiere deserving of every ima^naUe honour ; 
for what heroic achievemrat cxnild wift propriefy* 
be • called greater or more gloiious than that of 
metamorphosing; in so short a period, an : ignoremt 
and despised race of people, who were exposed ttf 
every outrage and affront, intonilers or^r the wbde 
svfatervaneoqs wo^M ? What coald redound more 
to the honour and credit of a man, who lived as I 
did, among sndi a diversity of ^^reattires, whic^ 
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bad not the dlg^iteBt reflemMance of myflelf, thin 
to regdn and restore to baman-kind thai dominioti 
wKh which nature had originally faiyeated them over 
all other animals ? To give a fidl deacripfion of 
the state and niagniflcence of this triumphal entry, 
flieconcoarse of people assembled onthis joyoosoe- 
CBslon, and the acclamations with which I was ps-> 
oeived by all ranks and classes of the Qnamiios, both 
old and yoong, — ^tbe language which could be written 
in a folio volume would be found not nearly com- 
mensurate to the interesting matter ; mudilessam I^ 
flierefore, aUe, in tills small work, to pen dowm 
words adequate'to eoovey even the' meet IndliMMt 
idea of the trdy affsetfaig sceaa TUs; poiii*%*e( 
thne forms in history a new epocha,inimwiiichiiH9T 
be reckoned the^existeBee of>fu9 g;randiiiQianhiM^ 
namely, tfae> Amyrtem^ the Pertiun^ ftm Cfrteimii 
tiie iioMofi, and the Subierraneem €f ^^umm^^ 
wMeh latter, in extent and powers for exceeds idayr 
ef the others. I, for tiiattreason, coM not relhse 
totakethetMeofJira6fo,or the 6frmti irtrick the 
Quamites and all the subjugated natidns were 
emuloua in conferring upon me. I must aelhaiow- 
ledge that the title of Gfreai\B both pieninqptnoos 
and lofty : but if the martial deeds of a Cj/^tif , 
an Alexamder^ a Pempe;/^ or a Odamtr^ mmenxm* 
pared with tnine, they would be found much less 
in magnitude, as well as in brilliancy ; and this 
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title woaldtfara, io conaequence, be coniMeredy bj 
tiiat part of tbe mxM wbicb is libefal enongb to do 
every jo^ce to a man's nieritB* as behig by fiur too 
loodest. True ft », tbat Alexander ccMnqpiered 
several of tbe Oriental natioiis ; bot ^tfa wbat sort 
of tioopa? Witb none batTetemnfloldiei», wbo 
bad beea Joiig ioored to bardrii^ and iBoeflaant 
ff«ff ; flvcb were tbe Maoedomass, in bis fttber 
Pk&KflM tfane. Bat I SfdMlued a mmb^ of States, 
tb9 kdiabitants of wbicb were ftr more nomeroas 
and warlike than tbe P^«ii«fMr^ wid tbat,. too^ ins 
SMieb sbofter time, and witb pec^e wbo not long 
b^lofe were wild barbariMs, wbose baUts I bad 
eonqpltetely moalded . to my wfll, and . wbom I bad 
Inatfocted in tbe art of war. Tbe tide wbicb I 
afterwards ased was as fcdiowft i—NieU the Gr^at^ 
fSnvof from ike Sun^ Emperor of Quama and 
AbseendoreB^ King of Tanaqui^Alecioria^AwAmia^ 
efthe Messendoriem arid MarHnian Empiree^ Grand 
Duke ^f Kiepueia^ Ruter over MarUnia and 
KanoHdka^ 4re* #c. ^c. 

Now founded was 
This mighty empire : the child of fortune then 
I seem'd to be ; but none, alas ! before 
Their wearisome career on earth is ended, 
Oai^t to bfli call'd by snefa an appeHiiClon. 

For wben I bad attained to this higb degree of 
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power and proeperity, irtMi finr exceeded even my 
moet sangniBe expectations, I followed the eaoie 
coene as those peraone uaaally parsae, who, from 
a mean extraction, rise in the worM to great honour 
ind preferment. I forgot my former conditUm ^ and 
my hitherto modest deportment degenerated -itrto 
arrogance 'uid hanghtiness. Instead of coartliig 
tbe affections of the people, I now began to allow 
myself both tyrannical and aastere towards all, 
wittiont any excqition of rank or age. My snbjects, 
whom I had made so greatly deroted to me thrbegh 
a friendly and coarteons deportment, I now ne- 
gardedas slaves. None obtained an andtenoeof 
me, unless they fell at my feet; and when any 
persons were admitted to my presence, I received 
them with a haughty and forbidding air. * This 
bdMvioar caused me very soon to he detested, and 
the affection of my subjects was quickly changed 
Into indifference and fear. How they were affected 
towards me, I discovered by a request, or rather a 
command, which I published to the Qnamites in 
a letter patent The Empress, whom I left in a 
thriving condition, was, during my absence, brought 
to-bed of a prince. This infant I was desirous ' of 
having nominated as my successor; I therefore 
ordered a diet of the States to be held, and sum- 
moned the Quamites and all the grandees of the 
subjugated nations to assemble at this child's 
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imomlAon. Nonecertainly Vf^tOiral.to.sliowaiiy 
disotodienee to my commalida, and ihe coronotioa 
took place urith all possible splendoar and mug* 
niiieenoe ; but I peroeiTed qpiddy after, fjtim tbe 
condiict of my subgeots, that their joy wae: oidy 
feigned. My svspiciqn was at the, same tiii^ opn- 
fimttdy in consequence of the pDdUieatipn of sctveipl 
pasqnittades by «nkno¥m authors, wherein rtb^ 
animadferted, in very inquant. terme, upon tj^e 
irapifoper election that had been made, to the iivory 
of Prince Timmo, This circumstance irrit$t^< we 
to such a degree, and qaused me withal so much 
uneasiness, that I rc^oli^ed at once upon getting this 
Prince out of the way. I considered it, howeyer* 
not advisable to put the son of that man publicly 
to death, to whom I owed all my greatness. I 
-therefore suborned several persons to accnse l^im 
of high treason ; and as rulers of nations nev^r 
lack accessaries, when they, are deskons of per- 
petrating crimes, villains enough were soon fpnnd, 
who made oath that the Piince had formed a de- 
sign of taking away my life. I had him immedi- 
ately arrested and arraigned at the bar of a com- 
petent tribunal, where he was condemned to death 
by judges whom I had bribed : the sentence, bow- 
ever, was privately carried • into execution within 
the prison-walls, in order to prevent every kind of 
rx>mmotion or tunudt 
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I had also foraied tbe reaolatioii of haivIng ttie 
junior Prince mnrdered; but as he was stfll bo 
yoimg, I deferred for some time (be effecting of my 
purpose. His jmreiiile years thus for a whfle 
obtaiMd for. Um that secoritjr, which my jnsOee did 
not ensure fahn. As I had ioitmied my bands hi 
tte t n noeen t blood of a prinoe, I now began- to 
feign with so nmcb ansterity, and carried my tyranny 
and bsarbar i ty to sadi a pitch, that I condemned 
sevend Qoamites and others to death, whose fidelity 
seemed doabtfiil. There was not a day passed 
wiflioat bloodshed. This tended greatly to stir up 
sedition, and accelerate the rebellion which had 
already long oocnpied the minds of tibe grandees ; 
tbe particolars whereof I shall shortly relate* 

I acknowledge, that for my tyranny and oppres- 
sion I deserved idl the misfortones and disast^v 
that afterwards befell me. It would certainly have 
been more laudable and more becoming In me, a|i 
a Christian prince, to have instructed this ignorant 
and idolatrous people, and taught them the know* 
ledge of the true God, than thus to have stained my 
hands with tbe innocent blood of my fellow-creatores. 
It would have been an easy matter for me to have 
reformed the whole nation; for everything thatf I 
determined on was immediately and most eagerly 
adopted 5 and when I uttered anjrthing, ft was the 
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sMtt^ lis M the Divteity bad spotm. B«t 1 fidrgot 
tty'QiMlor and nrf«elf» and only thought tif ^p(y 
«UMi worlfity't poup, and of ttie enlargement of iny 

r .. ' 

* Fire^ and blood, and murder, and frig^tfal shrieks 

Utter'd by men, wben bnrt'd amid the flames, . . 

' Wm my MigHt ; andVliicb my soul with ecstasy 



Besides, I adopted always measures of the worst 
kind, and instead of removing the causes of dia- 
satisfaction, I considerably increased them ; whicb 
coi^d not be otherwise, for severity will ttever 
redress those grievances whidi are occasioned by 
injustice. To the warnings and admonitiona of my 
friends I used to reply- 
That in order foDy to reform the Stale, . 
^Twas necessary I should be severe.— 

<2oB8equentiy one disaster followed another, and 
mjf downfall was at last so ttemendoiis, thM it 
will serve as an example, to prove to mankind at 
1|ii;ge the mutability of human affairs ; and vrill, at 
tbej^metime, it is to be hoped, conirince all tyran- 
nical and despotic Ptinces and Rulers of the insta- 
bility and short duration of ev^ government 
which acts with violence against the peo]^e, and is 
too rigorous in Us punishments. 



tn^prti^rtioo as uyiaeverity iacftilaed, ttie-Qniir 
mi^ MS well as myoOmt aiiljject» of &eM»q«e9C(i 
countries^ showed tbemselvirs smmi and mojeeip^ 
different towards me. And on their reaiaikki||i 
that the vices to which I was addicted were v^y 
Inconsistent, either with a divine origin, a heavenly* 
minded 1>e|ng, or an Envoy from the $m% t^ 
began more closely to ^amiw^into severiiLiMttas ; 
especially into the motives of my visit, and the 
deplorable condition I was in on my arrival in these 
regictts. They now perceived, that those extraor- 
diinry things which I had performed, onght raifaar 
to have been ascribed to the ignorance of them^ 
selves, than to my superior skill ; particularly o& 
their observing, after they had made ooneiderabte 
proficiency in the arts, that. I was frequently in 
error. The Kiaptisian^, a keen and penetrative 
nation, had more^ narrowly than any other pec^e 
watched my actions. They had often obs^ved, 
that in tke edicts I had issued, tb^re were mmf 
absurdities, which w^e evideok proofs of my ig»Oh 
ranoe in afiEeijIrs of State. In this they were not 
mistaken ; fQr as my preceptors had never dreaiMd 
about thrones and sceptres, I had received an 
educfition that was . more suitable for a minister of 
the church than a Prince ;. and my studies, whkah 
had not b<|^n.ext^ded beyond, a system of theologf 
and some few metaphysical terms, were but ill 
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ttiCtalrto qaaMfy mH ibr tejr. prtaent pott; 
MM'fo f orom tmy" empties ^6d aboiit twenty king* 
liens. Tk& MttrfiMma hdi also rismerkedy that 
teimenof "war, wliich I hckl bttOt, were so bed, 
tek tkey ooidd notbe used dgainst any regolar fleet ; 
and that the victory I bad gained oagbt solely to be 
spMMbed to tbe invention of cannon. Toth^eand 
49lhak'«slilirteal renuud^ 'they werb Oot'backWaxd in 
gMng pnUicity ; taking' care at the same time to 
htiit in what msBMier I arrived ofiF 'their coast-*- 
nsnely, 4oUing upon the plank of a ship: and 
lint ^hen I was pkked up by the Miabitants, I 
utte lilotbed &r rags and tatters, and half dead wttb 
Itanger and thirst,-^ very unlikely ccnidifion fpr an 
•Envoy ftom the Snn; to be found in. Besides, the 
Martinians, who possessed mudi knowledge regard* 
Ing the celestial bodies, had disseminated among the 
C^nanitss certain astronomical axioms, and proved 
toithjenn thatthe sun was aniinanimate body, placed 
by .the 'Almighty in the centre of Ibe universe, for 
the purpose of supplying all creatures with light and 
heat ; ,and that it consisted of fire, and, consequently, 
ONdd not be inhabited by any earthly bemgs. 

* With sudi injurious remarks my character was 
driy asp^aed ; but their murmuring and inveighing 
against me were only private, as no one, for fear 
of my power, durst openly and publicly express 



hto gentJMotito. I iMMfaad^ t km ^me^ifSBaimdfSm 
a iBBgtti of time, of tbe dfatoatBufeofmy iw ttj a ct i 
having airived at aach a -pMk, mibtiOmywm^ 
indliied to dispute the goveranieiit with me, untfl 
my ejiaa were opened bjr apasqninrie. Itlvaa 
wfittea in flie Kawilfakan tongue, and l)om Ike 
title of mte Fnthmaie S k^ no m *. 1 heemheSaf^ 
lemaf hedy that the KanalidkiBa were ^reflt ada|rta 

gaage,- and tluit iMk' tongaes-wene the oirijr 
waqpoas tiiqr mndin time of war. TUa kanpoott 
fTHrtAMTtt' all ifae aceoaattomi and impeadaneato 
whkh I bad lately made agaimitflqr imHieeiilaab«» 
jactBt and waa written in a most aatuical and fattiBg 
style, after the maaner of the Kanaliakana, who 
am complete ousters of ttie aart. 

Bat mjr pride and anrogaaoe wweottthatoeaasam 
so great, Bid 1 trnated ao much to my power» tfati 
I was namienting, and tamed a deaf ew to osegy 
edmonition. The moat salotaiy advice senped^move 
to irrttate and provoke my leiooioaa barbarity, ttan 
to restimn it. I caosed several persona to be arf 
rested, whom I particularly suspected, and endea* 
voared, by means of the most cruel torture, to 

extort frdtn fhem a confession of the author's name. 

• 

Tbey endured the pain with incredible firmneas ; 
and I eflected nothing else, by my unparalleled 
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ItihittMyHify, tlHUft to ctiiime <lte katvd^ tHAteb iif 
mib}ecl8 bore tdwards me, to be heiglKeiied falUi 
tbe most exaqierated rage« 

As matters stood in a very precartons state, I 
resolined at once to lay buids npon Piinoe jETtiib&i) 
who was sUll undisposed of. I made tins design 
known to my prime minister, Kahk; for in fatan I 
placed the giMlnt ecntfdenoe. He pnmimli to 
asi^ me in everytUng to tibe Qtmeit c^ his poMr, 
and went immediately away to execute my ordem $ 
bnt in bis lieart be aUioired the design, and, tbeie* 
fore, dhmlged the secret to the Prince. They bolli 
repaired to the fort, mnstered the garrison, and in 
a pMbeKc address rq>resented to tbem the pre«nit 
sitaation iA alTairs. The team of tlm anforfanate 
Prince gave weight to liis words : all flew to arms, 
ittid vowed they woidd defcod hfan to the last <hop of 
tMr Uiood. The snbOe and crafty minister availed 
fatenelf of ttiis opportnidty, let them swear fdelity to 
the Prinoe,. and exhorted all to take np arms against 
a tyrant vtbo had formed the abominaide design 
of compieMy extirpating the whole of tkeandoiC 
Imperial race. 

All flsw to armfly whose souls abliorrM, whose hefirts 
Detested, the base tyrant of the State : 
They flock'd together— 
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Whilst I was awaiting the return of the prime 
minister, 

« 

Behold 1 there hurried past the trembling guard 
A messenger expresitf, who with inflated lungs 
Cried out, whh Toioe as loud as he could baWl, 
Whieh thioHgli ths castle «¥^rywhera'reso«idedr^ 
. ** To vrmsl to ams! owr monwch's lift is threalm'd.l 
. . An iiisorrectioA ia the fort has broken oa^ 
And rebels now are marching for the castle ! 
The heights and fields abound the city swarm 
With wildy ferocious enemies t To arms ! to arms !** 

Ibmo/Mdoko advised me to repair immediaitd j to 
Ta$uiqui. << Come," said be, >< let us ooUectui 
mtof in my fatherland ; and this fory, whidi causes 
here so much tumultuous coDfiisioii, will soan 
abate." . I was abashed and confininded, and knew 
not what oourae to pursue. Hope and f6ar seemed 
altemately to take possession of my soul . At length 
I Mlowed bis advice, and got fortunately away 
fioom Quanuif as the cause of the inann^edioo was 
not generally known. When I arrived on .the 
frontiers of Tanaqui, I collected together all who 
were capable of bearing arms. I had very soon 
an army on foot of forty thousand soldiers, tbe 
greatest part of whom were Tanaquians. With 
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these I retraced my steps, hoping that mj force 
would be considerably augmented, wben joined -b^ 
tbose-Quamites whom I looked upon as loyal sub- 
jectsy and still true to my cause. But in my hopes 
I was completely deceived ; and instead of auxiliary 
troops, I was met by a herald with a letter from 
the Prince, wberein he formally declared war 
against me, as ibe person, who^ by subtle and crafty 
means, bad snrreptitioQSly deprived him of his 
empire : and he informed me, at the same time, fliat 
my wife and son were thrown into prison. Im- 
mediately after the departure of the herald^ we 
descried the. Quamitisb army advancing with the 
rebellious Prince at their head. As they possessed 
A vast deal of heavy artillery, I w«b ilfiraid to hazard 
a battle, until I had gathered more stifeugth:' I 
tiierefore remained still, and fortified my camp. 
BvLi on perceiving that my soldiers desefted seeretiy 
and went over to the enemy, and that -the hostile 
army was expecting auxiliaries, I resolved, with 
the advice of General Tomopohko, to commence the 
action. It was fought upon the same plain where 
the Tanaquians, some years before, were completely 
defeated -in a general engagement. The enemy's 
cannon soon threw our rahks uito disorder ; and it 
grieved me sorely, to think that I should be 
vanqaished by my own invention, and with those 
arms which I myself had made. For. some time 
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my troops resisted every attack, mltil at lengtb 
a ball struck the valiaat Tomopdkko^ who died 
iflStantaneoQsly; wben tbey iinmediately tnrndd their 
baeks opon the enemy, and sought refhge !a 
moontaio caves and thickaet forests. I fled to the 
top of a high ro<&, and precipitated mysdf from it 
down into a oontignoas valley. I saft there for somit 
time bemoaning-«-biit» alas 1 too kte,«'^-my rsSietf 
and wretcheAnessi or, rather, my iiieon8{8ten(7 
and' folly. I was so perplexed and confonnded; 
ttat I forgot entirely to throw away my crown; 
wbic)i vras ornamented with dnn-btoms, and might 
easily have betrayed me. When I had been 
sitting in this vaUey for abont the space of half an 
hoar, in the greatest agiiatkm both of body and 
mind, I at once beard several people climbing up 
the rock# who were in search of me, andthreatetring 
wttb mncfa noise and vdiemence that tbey wonld 
bHng me to pnnishment. I loolced around me for 
a hiding place, tn which I migbt' conceal myself; 
when 

AihSek siid patyeM topse, beiwees two barrda \SS0tk\ ' ^^ 
Where reign'd a silent darkness, beckoaed me. "^-l; 

ThfA^ I hastened with all speed ; and pemtmled- 
deeper and deeper into it, between the bm^bes, ontil' f 
came at length to a large hole. Her^ !• remained 
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t9taiidiiig^ some time to tdcef Iwertb ; for^ I wm 
Aail)r es^aasted with running. After, a littlo 
while I resolved on entering this hole^ and th«n^ 
fiore laid me down and crept into it on m^ beUy^« 
gooddealin imitation of the wriggling of a Boakef 
imd-as I fonnd tiiat it ran^a long wayv though not 
Teiy steep^ I made np my mind to .penetrate to 
the end of it. But when. I bad* proceeded about 
the distance of a hundred steps, I fell soddenly 
headlong down a perp^idicnlar declivity ; and was 
precipitated with the velocity of lightning, through 
impenetrable darkness and incessant iiight, nntil 
I perceived at last a faint glimmering of light, 

As wlien Selene shines with languid smile 
Throa^h passing clouds.—— 

As the light gradually increased, the rapidity ot 
my course downwards abated ; so that I, without 
diflicnlty, or inconvenience, and, as it were, borne 
upcMi the billows of the ocean, was gently conveyed 
to a place amidst a number of barren rocks ; whichi 
to my utter astonishment, I recognised as the same, 
whence,, some years before, I was precipitated into 
the subterraneous regions. Why the velocity of 
my course gradually abated, I, in the beginning, 
ooidd not conceive : but, after some reflection, I 
was convinced that the change was occasioned 
by my coming in contact with the supra-terraneous 
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atmosfriiere, ^idi is heavier than the subtenraifeom 
one; for if our. atmosphere : had not been niii^fe 
weightier than the other, the same kind of thing 
might hwe iiappened to me on my a80enBi(m^ as 
on my desoension, in which case I shoiddi perhaps, 
have continued my voyage through the air, until 
I bad arrived at the moon. But this hypothesis I 
leave to the doser examination of persons ipaia 
sidlled than myself in the science of astronomy. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



THE AI7T^0R*S RETURN TO HIS NATIVE COUNTRY^ AND END 

O0 THE FIFTH MONARCHY. 



I LAY for a length of time among the rocks in a 
etate of inBensilHlity ; for the fall^ together with 
the wonderfal change, by which I, who was lately 
founder of the fifth monarchy, saw myself on a 
sudden metamorphosed into a poor and hnngry 
biaccalaiireas, had completely tamed ray brain. 
And indeed the fall was so tremendo^us, and 
so poetical, that it was enough to have thrown 
eYea the strongest head into the uttermost 
confusion. I began to ask myself whether all 
that which I saw were real, or only a dream. 
When this painful transport had in some degree 
abated, and I began to recover my reason, the 
consternation that I was in changed quickly to 
affliction and remorse. 

** Almighty Father !" I exclaimed, and raised 
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mj trembling bands towards bearen, ** wbat flin. 
wbat tmegression against tby will , baire I coii9 
mitted, to provoke tby anger, tbat flioa now bnriest 
down upon my bead the dreadfiil Grander of thy 
vengeance? Wbere am I ? Wbence do I come? 
Whither, whither, O heaven! shall I fly to bide 
myself from thy wrath ?'* 

Verily ! were one to peniae all tbe annals of all 
the times, one would not find, either in ancient or 
modem history, an example of so great a fell ; if 
we except that of iVe&ticAad!nej?;irar, wboy from tbe 
most potent monarch on earth, wag changed into n 
brute beast. I was forced to experience nearly 
as bard a iato. In die mometit were torn 'from 
me too large empires, wifli almost twenty Idngdbms, 
and I bad nothing now remaining but the empij 
shadow, and a fast fleeting rcscoUectibn of them. ^ 

I had lately been a monaroA t nbwlcoilldsearcely 
hope, in my native countiy, to bold a ranb: so Ingh 
as that'of schoolmaster » l^was called the Envoy 
from the Sun : now I greatiy feared tbat I might 
not obtain a situation above that of Waiting-man to 
a dean, or at the highest to a bishop. Hope, i 

honour, * prosperity, and victory, had hitherto always | 

attended me : now I saw nothing before my eyes 
but sorrow, misery, sickness, tears, and lamenta- 
tions. I resembled much a sun-flower, wh}ch * 
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oomdi qokklyto. its giowtb, and as'-qaicklfdisN 

H^ipea^. In gli0rt**-£rier» -paiB, <Niaqinitclioii» 

flhune, agony, and despair, raded jny inwioid adol 

tathatdegree, fi)at,Hke king Sanl, I r^aohredat ^once, 

upon my sacred urord* , . . 

To end my troubles with my naked sword; 

and was really several times on the point of draw- 
ing it for that purpose ; when it entered my mind, 
Ihat I would again precipitate myself headlong 
down into the hole, out of which I had jnst ascended, 
in order to try whether a second subterraneous 
voyage might not produce a more fortunate result. 

4 

* 

Three times my nrnrd'tous Uade I nearly, draw. 
And thrice.I sbeathM fig^ifi thQ .fipUsV^ 9iH^^t < > i 
Three times I to the fatal hole then flew. 
And thrice I t^m'd again nj^n my, heel i^—p , 

for I recollected thftt I was a Christian, and there- 
fore abandoned my design, as the Christian religion 
expressly forbids every one from putting a period 
to his existence. 

- 1 4hen ^ideavoared to descend the mountain by 
a difficult and narrow path, which led directly to 
^kmdvng ; but I stumbled several times on tbe^vray, 
as my mind, through troubles and ^iffliotion,^ wtts 
entirely absent, and my thoughts were completelf 

dd2 
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ab«>rbed in idledtaig on tbe fifth Mwrd^t^ 
These unmibfitatttialy tbbiigh sIDl new, liung gP 
hoTeted arcnmd^ and floated in eoch rapid aacoesKkni 
before my imag^nationy that I was nearly dq [ H 'i<^ 
of my senses. I had also really suffered so grsat 
a loss, that I conceived nothing In my own coonfary 
coold ever compensate it. What eqnivaleaft or 
compensation, thought I to -myself, would it te, 
were I appointed to the high-bailiwick of B^gett? 
or even, what is still more, to the Lord-lieutenam^ 
of all Norway ? What consolation conld all this be 
of to him who was so lately absolute sovereigD of 
so many empires and Icingdoms, whidi he IHmself 
had founded ? I resolved, however, within myself, 
that if any Lord-lieutenancy in my father-land wei^ 
offered to me, I would not altogether refiise it. 

When I had got about half way down the moan?- 
tain, I perceived n namb^ of boys^ I beckoned them 
to come to my assistance,, and said, Jeru pihal 
saUm; which words in the Quamitish language 
signify, show me the way. They were so alarmed at 
the sight of a man in a strange dress, with a hat upon 
Us head ornamented with golden glittering sun- 
beams, 4bat iJtxey all «et up a most hideous shmk, 
aiid fled at once in such haste down tbe mooiit^p, 
tiwt they an^red at Sandwig ai ftillhour earUer tlsan 
I, who was oMiged to proceed at a slow pac^ in 
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cooiseqttimoe ^ my feet b^ing Uistered wiA verf 
%ore 'With, walking over the sharp pieces .of broken 
fodi^. They caused the whole town to be ove^^ 
whelmed with fright and constematifxi; for tiiejr 
swore isolemnly^ that theyhad seen the Shoemakerjaf 
Jmrn^alemi or the Wandering JeWy rambling aboat 
ainteg tte rocks : &at bis head was encircled with 
sunbeams, and that he was in perpetual motjbn, 
and sBgbing toeessaatly, which was a sare sign of 
the old and deep-rooted anguish that still rent .bis 
tdrtnred bosom. When the people asked them how 
they knew that it was the shoemaker of Jerusalem, 
they loiswered^ that I had told them^ with my own 
Iip8» both thename of myself and that of my country. 
I concluded afterwiurds, that this mistake arose 
entirely from my words, Jeru pikal mlim^ which 
they had not understood. The whole town was 
it) commotion, and no one doabted the truth K)£ the 
account; espedally as the story of the wandering 
shoemaker had latdy been reviired, which w^t 
so &r as to say^ that he had been seen in Ha»nburgh 
only a short time before. 

'^>On my arrival at Sandwigy whidi was in Urn 
aAefiioon, I pei'eeived that all the inhdiritants were 
ftiicrembled in large crowds; for the same innate and 
eagefr curiosity, i^ich is peculiar to aH mortals^ to 
hear and see anything that is noTely had attracted 
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tliflm fromNdl prirte offli6 ^jacent domiliy. They 
had htfeA long Manding af ihefoot offhe iilOmitiifai,* 
on tbe-'tiptoe of ^xpedtatioii; f o receive tlteir new 
gaeitrt; Imt ai^'flNXiit ae theyfaekrdiofeqpeUc» thejr 
were aD W&i with aiaortai knd hasffly fled, with flie 
ezoeptlon of one old- man, who seemed more 
iMvalebMliMuir the rest T6 htan I liddreiteed n^ 
pelf, Md begged of him to aflfofd shelter in Ub house 
fn* &' poor wretched laid * dekided man^ H^ iisked 
■ici, Myhig — 

T^WrtierB «M thou born f WherS is tb/hom^i tnesd ? 
^ . ■ JVom wlHKt part of the world 4ost oomey friend ? 

I anaweved him> 

With &ulf ring voice and sighs both loud and deep :— 
The hWry of my troubles secret I will keep 
' Uliifl itiwtber fitiie and place ; but ere I sleep 
• A We i will linfold; M which the stones will weep.^^ 

Now* induct me hende, and when in yonr boose, 
I shall there relate to you iLdv^ntures that wfll 
appear wholly incredible, and which in any history 
8r6 without paralleL The old man's corioaity was 
exetieds tl^<o<>k uie by th6 hand and led me to his 
home,, quite aogrjf «t his eoontrymen, wbo« be 
said, were al^j« so nnseasonably filled with alarm, 
and Add aif th^ eight of every strange fiiee as 
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tlxHij^ they bad rmUy ,«i9eii cKmetUi^/^ceailfal. 
As flodn as I entered bis hoon^: Ijn^q^iQBted.SPiii^ 
driniky, to qaeDch my exce^oi^e tbirst He bandisd me 
himself a glass of beer> for o^ithiir bi^ ivife nor bis 
daaghter durst ventiixe to approach me. When I 
had dmnk it» I commei^!^ w^ story wilb, the .foUo w^ 
ing words :^-?^* You l^taold now be£i»re y«^ a man 
jKibo has long been aieatbec.hefofetfae boisterons 
and cbangeable winds of fortune, and wbobas be^ 
persecuted by fate more than any other. mprtaL 
We are well aware that things of the gr^test 
moment may be changed in an instant; but that 
which has befaUen me exceeds by far aU human 
expectations:— ...;:.. 

What I've experienc'd k unheard ol^ if ithout equal, ' 
In our time, or days of yore; but hear tlie jequel — " 

I 

My host here interrupt^ me, observing; ",This 
is a fate to which all ws^ndejrers are exposed ; for," 
said he, ''how many ^7ento,iand.changesmay not 
occur on a joum^ which, endm^a for apwanjis of 
sixteen hundred years ?!' I yrm completely a^a loss 
to comprehend bis meaning, and therefore begged 
pf him to explain what he understood by these 
jSlxteen hundred years. '' If we may believe his- 
tory," answered be, '' it is now exactly, .sixteen 
hundred years since Jerttmlem was destroyed ; and 
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I doobt not, venerable sir, of your having been, 9t 
the time the deatroctioD toolc place, already well > 
stricken in years ; for if that which is related <^ 
yoa be tme, then you must have been born in the 
reign of the Emperor T&erimJ' To this I coukt 
malLe no reply ; for I actually thought his intellects 
were dera^gedt and told him, that his worda wsse 
oorapletely enigmatical to me. Bnt he went imme- 
diately and brought a copper*plate print of thO' 
temfde of Jerusalem, and asked me whether it had 
really - any likeness of the original. In the midst 
of my sorrow and affliction I was not aUe to ro&aiii 
from smiling, and asked him the reason of all this 
confused and unintelligible language. ** I know 
not," answered he, *' whether I be in error or not. 
The inhabitants of this place aver that you are the . 
Skoemaker cf Jertisalem, so famed in history, who, 
since the time of CArtsl^ has been wandering d>out 
the whole world. Bnt the more I look at yon, 
the more your face brings to my recollection the 
features of an oldlneod^ who, about twelve j^eairi 
ago, lost bis life on the top of this mountain." On 
hearing these words, the mist vanished from my 
eyes, and I recognized my old {Head MeMn^ at 
whose house in Bergen I had so frequenSy Vidted» 
I ran into his embrace with outstretched amm^ 
exclaiming, >^ Is it you, then, my dear AbeU»lf I 
can scarcdy believe my own eyes. IJere yoii 
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b^ioldliigain your friend KKtn^ who is retirrned rrom 
tlie stibterraneoas world. I ani the same," who 
twelve years ago was precipitated down into the 
datk abyss.** At this plienbmenon he seemed' 



lake one struck by the futdl bolt, 
Standitif im. lUeteis eettasjr, aii4 staringf wKhpQtuigltt- 



^^ 



. '^ I behold my dear JTA'wi'^ face again !" exclaimed 
he, ** I hear his well-known voice ! 

^ tfrelch'd he fortkhis hand, such was his noble air!l- 

« - • 

But altbougb I bare never seen any one in my life 
who had a stronger lik^iess of my friend JT/tm, yet 
I neither can nor ought to believe my own senses ; 
for now^^days the dead are not in the habit of 
riaing^ again : I mast have more corroborative ptpof; 
before I shall give credit to your words." 

In ' cvdar to remove every doubt from hfs mind, I 
reoMnted to Inm exactly, and particularized, every*- 
thing that had formerly taken place between ua. 
Wlien he heard this, his eyes became as it were 
opened, he fell upon my neck, and shedding a 
torj%iit of tears, said: <*Wow I perceive that it is 
KUm himself^ and not his ghost ; but tell me where 
you* have lain so long concealed, and whence yott 
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have biiNigbt tbift very straiige, oay wondefrfid^ 
tbeas." I b^gtti then to jrelate- w^Tthuig drcnip- 
staptially that bad come to pass aftc^ mj diescent into 
the hole» He listened attentively to all that I x^ 
ooanted, until I came to speak abont the planet 
Nazar, and the rational talking treea ; when helost 
allpatieoeey and said : ** No dream can be more 
abanrd and preposterous, no mad or dninken man's 
nonsense can he mote confosed and extravagant, 
than what yon have jnat related^ I. would lKK>Qer 
believei with our simple peasants, that yon bad 
fallen among subterraneous elve»^ for everything 
which is told concerning them, seems to me much 
more- probable than your snbterraneOus travels." 
I entreated him to have patience only for a little 
while, until I had brought my story to a condusion. 
Atlragth he was silrat, aiid I continued toi^late 
wbal farther had befatlcu me among the subter- 
ranean inhabitants,' and how I had founded the 
greatest monarchy that had ever existed in the 
world.): AH Ibis only tended to increase and con* 
firm bis suspicion, that I. had been among sylphs^ 
who had so fascinated ine with their powerfol incaur 
(ations, that I had caught the shadow for the body i 
and is ordcar to ascertain the extent of biy deliUnip, 
he began to question me about the state - cf the 
blessed and the damned, the El^iah fields^ and 
sodi like. As I perceived clearly, what iie aimed 
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•it, rmi8wei»cl : " Ybar toanedullty tef^.p^rdon- 
ablef ; for my recital of past tren8&c;tiQn6i ai^d.jeveiitff 
most appear to every one as ikbuloas and: invented; 
Tbat wh|eh I hare had to enoowiter is so extraer- 
dinary, that it surpasses all human credibility. I 
swear, however, by all that is hc^y^ that Jbave not 
invented or added of)<^ syllable^ *bnt ha^e r^^lated 
ifev^ythihg candidly and straight forward^ just as it 
came to pass." But his obstjnate iBcrednlity re* 
inained unshaken .; and he requested tt^at I would 
rest myself for a few days, as be hoped that, through 
repose, my disordered mind would, in that time, 

recover its interrupted faculty of ratiocination. 

I 

After the lapse of eight days, which 1 passed in 
a state of perfecjt tranquUlity, my hoi^t conceived 
that I had had sufficient time to subdue myunacooun- 
taUe |)hrenzy, and, therefore, began again to speak 
about the subterraneous travels; for during these 
eight days he had not permitted me to mention 
them. He hoped now, that tb^ fifth; monarchy, 
together with the twenty, kingdoms and the, two 
large empires, had so entirely disappeared, that 
there was not a single vestige of either town or 
"Village remaining of thejto. ; But when he . beard 
ffiat I repeated my story verbatim, ^id was equally 
^ circumstantial as before ; th$it I related eyery- 
tbing in the same order from the beginning to th^ 



412 

end ; and that I at lengfli upbraided Um with hi0 
incrednlity ; and as I mOTeover alleged facta which 
he could not deny — for example, that twelve years 
ago I was precipitated down into the hole, and that 
I waa how returned to my native country in a com^ 
pletely foreign and unknown garb ; — ^then be began 
to show strong symptoms of wavering, and knew 
not what to reply. He was now confounded, and 
wished to leave me, but I continued to prove to 
him, that his belief in elves, fairies, sylphs, and 
such like, was much more absurd and preposterous 
than my subterraneous travels : for the first were 
only fancies, wild reveries, and nursery-fables; 
while, on the contrary, many great philosophers had 
admitted that the eartli was hollow, and that there 
was another, but smaller, globe placed within' its 
shell ; and that my own experience had now iiill;^ 
confirmed this opinion : I could, tlierefore, not coii- 
tradict the evidence of my own senses. 

• At last he yielded to these proofs, and said, 
" The firmness which you have exhibited in main- 
taining that, from which, if invented, you coi^it 
have derived no advantage, has gained a complete 
victory over my incredulity.** Being now cdtii 
vinced of the truth, he requested that J would b^gin 
the relation of my adventures anew, and recount 
everything very drcamstantially. He was highly 
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eiitettained with what I related to him , respecting 
the. planet iVo^rar,. and especially - concerning ibe 
principalily of PotUf whose laws and regulations^ 
he said, ought to serve as a pattern to all republics^ 
He was now iiilljr sensible of it, that the plan foir 
sndi.a well-regulated government could not be 
engendered and formed in the brain of a man whose 
intellects were disordered ; for these laws appeaired 
to him to be more divine thanhumaii ; and, in order 
that he might not forget any part of them, he penned 
eveiything down as I told it. As t remarked that 
I had effected a conviction in his mind, I began 
now to reflect upon my own wretehed condition, 
and asked him, what I, under these circumstances, 
ought to do; or what fortune and success, after so 
many great exploits and brilliant achievements in 
the subterraneous world, he thought I could hope 
to meet with in my native country. He answered 
— ^* I advise you, by all means, not to let your ad- 
ventures be loiown to any soul living. Are you 
not aware of the spirit of persecution of our priests ? 
A« they excommunicate all those who adopt the 
opinion that the earth moves and the sun stands 
stiU, they would most certainly, were you to mention 
the subterranean sun and planets, declare you as 
impidus and unworthy of the community of Chris- 
tians. How maliciously, tod with what vindic- 
tiveness, would Maglstei* RupertuB alone not 
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pereecute yoa? and h6w would be not ftdmiBateiui 
anatheitias against you? be, wbo only last yeer 
aentenoed a man to do |>ubliG pendnce^ solely becaase 
be believed'the eKistence of antqiodeb ? This man, 
for yoor doctrine conoerniiig that new world, woidd 
most assniedly oondonin yon to be bnrnt on a,,pile 
of fiiggots. I advise and warn yoa, tberefore^ that 
yon keep yoiir adyentores a pnrfbund and eieaisi 
secret, and tiiat yon for some time remain concealed 
in my boase/^ He tben entreated me' to lay aside 
my subterranedn dress, and Exchange it for anotiier ; 
andalltbose per8on8wbo,datof mere cariosity, came 
to see the Skoeauidlier ofJeruaakm^ he sent away, 
giving oat that I bad again hastily disappeared* 
The report of my visit was, notwithstanding 
qoickly spread over the whole country ; and eveiy 
palpit resouhded with admonitions, warnings, and 
predictions, of some dieadiidandimpending cdamityv 
which would Gtbortly follofw this manifestation^ 
The Shoemaker of Jerusalem, they said, 'was come 
to Sandung^ as the herald of God's wrath, to exhort 
people to repentance* And as reports and stories 
never lose anything by repetition, this fable very 
soon received some considerable additions and 
emhdlishmeutB. It was related by many, that the 
said Shoem)5iker of Jerusalem ' had announced tli« 
end of the worid, and threat^ed, that if mankind . 
did not repent before St John's day, ' everythiDg 



I 



I 



415 

would be destroyed by fire and brimsirtne and Mher 
eombnstibleck These predietione : closed 'to* grest 
a noise^ and bad so much ei8ot> upon the minds of 
the people in a certain parish, tbafc the*' former^ 
neglected to cnltiTate ^ir ^elds, ^as^they^ ^ beeansd 
bf tiie approadiiiig destruction of the woiid, ^ad n6 
faanrest to expect ; but as the parson of fhts 'parish; 
Magister JVti^&v was fearfbl thdt heishotdd tbeiiefby 
lose his tetUh and' o&er little perquisites and 
oomings-in, he published that the last day iiras 
deferred for a year, and that they shonld, therefore^ 
not be scrnpnlous about returning to Ifaefer ordinary 
occupations. As no one, except my landkntd 'and 
myself, knew what gave rise to these febles, (hey 
famished us with occasion for a good deaf of 
laaghter. ^ . . i. . /> 

Aa I at last could not remain any longer con* 
eealed in a strange hoose^ and must necessarily 
again appear in public, my lancflord gaVe out that 
I was a student from Drontheinty and a relation 
of his, and that I was lately come to that part of 
the country on a visit* He afterwards recommended 
me so very particularly, both verbally and in 
writing, to the Bishop of. J?^g«7i, that his Right- 
reverence promised jne at length the first rector*- 
ship that should become vacant. This oflSce-I 
thought was likely to be exactly to my taste, as i* 
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appealed to have some points of resemblance with 
my former rank ; for a school rectorship is a com- 
plete royal government in miniature. The rod of 
the school is not very ttnlike a sceptre, and the pro- 
fessor's chair might be aptly compiEured to ia thrones 
Bat aei there was no place vacant for a length id 
timey and I stood in need of immediate pr^erment, 
I resolved, in order not to die of hanger, to accept 
of the first sitaation that (^ered. Shortly aftei* died; 
very op(>oTtadely, the sexton of Christ-cbarch, and 
tbe Bishop appointed me his successor : a ridiculoos 
preferment enough for one who had lately been 
the ruler over so many empires. Since nothing so 
much as poverty causes a man to be ridiculed, and 
as it is foolish to throw away dirty water before 
one has got clean, I did not refuse this offer : and 
I now; pass away my time in this situation^ in phy- 
losophical tranquillity. Soon after this meta- 
morphosis took place, an honouirable marriage was 
proposed to me with a merchant's daughter of 
Bergen^ whose name was Magdalena. I liked 
the young lady very well ; but as it was probable 
that the Empress of Qt^ma was still alive, I feared, 
tiiat if I married this said Magdalena^ I should be 
declared guilty of bigamy. Bat my friend AbeUn^ 
into whose bosom I used always to pour forth the 
troubles and sorrows of my heart, removed quickly 
every doubt, and proved so fiindattientally the 
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folly of my scrupulosity, that I at length married 
her. 

With this Magdalena I lived six years in the 
most peaceable and affectionate matrimonal state ; 
but I never related to her my subterraneous ad- 
ventures. As I could not, however, tlioroughly 
eradicate from my memory \he splendour of great- 
ness that once surrounded me, it sometimes mani- 
fested itself, and does even still, now and then, 
manifest itself, in a few individual marks of 
.weakness and acts of folly, which are but ill suited 
to my present condition. By my wife Magdalena 
I have had three sons, Christian^ Jens^ and Caspar; 
and have, consequently, four in all, if the Prince 
of Quama be still living. 
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ABELIN'S APPENDIX. 



NlBIiS KUM lived until the year sixteen hundred 
and ninety-five. His irreproachable life, good 
conduct, and amiable manners made him beloved 
and esteemed by all. The priest, however, of 
Christ-church was sometimes displeased with him, 
on account of his rigid piety and seriousness, which 
be ascribed to pride and haughtiness. But I, who 
was acquainted with this man's adventures, was 
much surprised to observe the modesty, humility, 
and patience, with which * he, who had been 
monarch over so many empires and kingdoms^ 
performed the duties of this inferior ofiSce. From 
others, on the contrary, who knew not his wonder- 
ful metamorphosis, he could not escape being sus* 
pected of arrogance. As long as his strength 
would permit him, he was in the habif, at certain 
times of the year, of walking to the top of the 
mountain, where he would stand and look sted- 
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fasUy downihe hole oat of which he had ascended. 
His friends took notice that he used always to re- 
tire from it with tears in his eyes, and afterwards 
lock himself up in his stady, that he might indulge 
in his reflections and meditations for the remainder 
of the day. His wife also jafiBrmed, that she had 
often heard him talk in his sleep abont armies and 
fleets, and many other incoherencies. Once his 
absence of mind was so extraordinary, that he sent 
orders, commanding the high-hailiff of Bergen to 
attend him immediately. His wife thought that this 
confusion in his head was created by his too close 
application to study, and was consequently mudi 
alarmed for the state of his health, which she be* 
lieved was greatly impaired by it. His Ubrary con- 
sisted chiefly of political books ; but as he thought 
that these were not very suitable for a sexton, he, 
on that accdunt, got rid of a great many of them. 
Of these historical travels there is but one single 
copy, in the author's own hand-writing, and that is in 
my possession. I have frequently purposed having 
the work printed and published ; but several weighty 
reasons have always intervened to prevent me 
from executing my design. 

• THE END. 



G. Duckworth, Printer, 76, Ftoet Street. 
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